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Commencement 2014 “Find Your Purpose”

10 a.m. College of Nursing and Health Care Professions and 
Ken Blanchard College of Business

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
	 Thunder Big Band

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
	 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
	 Edward Elgar

NATIONAL ANTHEM
	 Thunder Big Band

INVOCATION
	 Tim Griffin, MA
	 Vice President of Student Affairs
	 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY 2014 VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
	 Brian Mueller, MAEd
	 President and CEO, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
	 Maj. Dan Rooney, USAF (Ret.) 

GREETINGS FROM THE DEANS
	 R. Kevin McClean, DPS
	 Dean, Ken Blanchard College of Business

	 Anne McNamara, PhD
	 Dean, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

STUDENT SPEAKER
	 Deborah Baldwin, Graduate Candidate, Bachelor of Science in Nursing

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2014
	 Suji Shin
	 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
	 Hank Radda, PhD
	 Provost, Grand Canyon University
	 Dean, College of Doctoral Studies

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE PLEDGE (P. 38)

BENEDICTION
	 Tim Griffin, MA

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES
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Commencement 2014 “Find Your Purpose”

3 p.m. College of Arts and Sciences, College of Fine Arts and Production,  
College of Education and College of Theology

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
	 Thunder Big Band

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
	 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
	 Edward Elgar

NATIONAL ANTHEM
	 Jeanette Plasencio, Graduate Candidate, Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

INVOCATION
	 Tim Griffin, MA
	 Vice President of Student Affairs
	 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY 2014 VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
	 Brian Mueller, MAEd
	 President and CEO, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
	 Maj. Dan Rooney, USAF (Ret.) 

GREETINGS FROM THE DEANS

STUDENT SPEAKER
	 Haley Sheahan, Graduate Candidate, Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education: Math 

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2014
	 Suji Shin
	 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
	 Hank Radda, PhD
	 Provost, Grand Canyon University
	 Dean, College of Doctoral Studies

BENEDICTION
	 Tim Griffin, MA

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES

	 Mark Wooden, PhD
	 Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

	 Claude Pensis, MFA
	 Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

	 Jason Hiles, PhD
	 Dean, College of Theology

	 Kimberly LaPrade, PhD
	 Dean, College of Education
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Commencement Keynote Speaker

Maj. Dan Rooney, USAF (Ret.)
From the outside, flying an F-16 jet looks 

like an independent act, as it is one pilot  

maneuvering one plane. But in combat, fighter  

pilots in a squadron must form one unit to 

complete a common objective. As a pilot who 

served three tours of combat in Iraq, Maj. Dan 

Rooney knows the importance of working as a 

team when the stakes could not be higher. 

In his powerful presentations, Maj. Rooney 

highlights the importance of personal  

accountability, working together and ultimately  

having the backs of your team when you are on the line. Having dedicated his life’s mission to 

founding and running Folds of Honor (a non-profit organization that provides scholarships to the 

spouses and children of military service members disabled or killed in action), Maj. Rooney speaks 

with authority as someone who lives his life in service of those who have served. 

In addition to founding Folds of Honor, Maj. Rooney is the founder of The Patriot Golf Club, a PGA 

professional and author of “A Patriot’s Calling: Living Life Between Fear and Faith.”

Speaking with conviction and as a man who has also found success in the military, philanthropy 

and professional golf, Maj. Rooney’s life experiences demonstrate lessons of faith, teamwork, trust, 

compassion and triumph. 

He has received many decorations, including the Air Force Commendation Medal, Air Medal, 

Anti-Terrorism Medal, Combat Readiness Medal and Air Expeditionary Medal. For his service and 

patriotism, Maj. Rooney was presented the White House’s Presidential Volunteer Service Award by 

President George W. Bush, the Air National Guard’s Distinguished Service Medal, the Air National 

Guard’s Directors Service Award and the Ellis Island Medal of Honor. 
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Special Music

GCU Thunder Big Band
The GCU Thunder Big Band is a high-caliber performing ensemble. Membership is extended to 

the most advanced jazz musicians by audition. Students are provided the opportunity to study and 

perform music from the big band era of jazz to contemporary big band and jazz combo music of 

today. The Thunder Big Band performs charts from swing, fusion, blues, ballads and Latin jazz as 

well as improvisation techniques.
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Degree Candidates

	

Master of Science in Psychology

Derek L. Balthazar
Lakesha K. Givens
Judith L. Hartman
Elizabeth A. Hobbs
Mathew P. Jacob
Brendan D. Nikolich
Ogaga Ojameruaye

Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies and Communications

Christian Coker**

Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies and History

Nicholas Ely***

Bachelor of Arts in  
Communications

Kaitlynn A. Ausmus***

Amanda S. Bloomfield
Luann Bone*
Trent M. Bruns
Rebecca A. Chelgren**

Abbey R. Dahl
Weston P. Diehl∆

Rosa Maria Gomez
Nicole Hayes
Tiffany L. Hewetson
Caelen L. Hiller
Jayson C. Igney
Aaron M. Knipp*
Bethany N. Larson∆

Sergio Licano**

Jaclyn M. Luallen*
Samuel L. Martell
Taryn L. Martinez*
Aaron Mees
Clarissa Mohle◊

Ryan Moore
Josh M. Nelson∆

Tiffany A. Nissle∆

Angel Ortiz-Perez
Katherine Pack*
Christy A. Papuga
Cristina Parker*
Kristen D. Payne**

Alexis Pomeroy∆

Rachelle R. Reeves*
Jasmine K. Richardson***

Brittan K. Ruzicka
Hannah L. Sanders*
Molly Shoulders**

Brittney Shugart
Amber A. Smith
Ariel Smith∆

Shane K. Stoddard
Angeline Taylor***

Alexandra P. Thompson
Lindhe M. Vierheller*
Aaron B. Walth◊

Megan S. Weaver
Alexis West*
Mariah C. Wilson***

Bachelor of Arts in English 
Literature

Yaneli Barrientos***

Stephanie E. Bingochea**

Isaiah Coffman
Thelma Dade***

Elizabeth Fender◊

Shannon E. Heeb**

Zachary S. Hendershott
Victoria F. Hoskins***

Amber R. Jarvis*
Marcus A. McGillivray**

Karina Skauge
David Weisenburger

Bachelor of Arts in History

Caleb D. Hanson*
Ryan Hoffman
Dorothy H. Kelly
Jessica C. Sardella

Bachelor of Science in Athletic 
Training

Ashlee Castro**

Brittany Dieter**

Brandon Hinson
Trenton L. James
Desiree Jauregui
Vanessa J. Jimenez**

Rebecca R. Lalley
Gerard I. Moots*
Renato Romo*
Hiroki Sato*
Samantha N. Sheaves
Tyler J. Spivey**

Krystine Stevenson
Tiffany M. Todd*
Jennifer Vlasak
Paul Yousif

Bachelor of Science in Athletic 
Training and Psychology

Alyssa J. Sleight**

Bachelor of Science in Biology

John M. Akers
Sarah R. Allred* 
Cynthia Alvarez
Peter A. Anguiano
Verenice Armendariz
Natalie B. Baddour
Jennifer M. Bailey 
Rita Balyan∆ 
Ruzanna Balyan∆

Jessica Barajas***

Cheyenne Biehl***

Borijana Bilic*

Derick Boerner***

Yuri Bonilla
Clarence D. Bowden	
Lauren Alicia E. Brockey*

Natalie G. Burres**

Mercedes A. Cantu	
Ulyses Cardiel***

Rikki J. Chavarria**
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Degree Candidates
Francisco J. Chavez	
Katey B. Cobos*

Maybelle Joy V. Concepcion	
Jordan Conroy-Austin***

Trinh Do	
Ariann Draper	
Cortney N. Dupuis**

Antoinette O. Eldridge-Dickens	
Jered Ellingson	
CeeCharlenne A. Escoto	
Alanna Evans***

Mark Fallows	
Zackary J. Filbrun**

Robert Fisher*

Valerie J. Ford	
Steve D. Fullerton	
Nico Miguel Galsim	
Vanessa Garcia	
Jennifer E. Garfield◊

Rebekah Gomez	
Kelsee V. Goodman	
Nicholas S. Gravbrot◊

Kaylan N. Hanson	
Johnathan Haralson	
Ryan A. Harper◊

Zachary Harrison***

Larissa Haugan◊

Kirsten L. Hendrix*

Nathalie Herrera***

Lilli Howell	
Benjamin R. Hunt	
Jacob T. Ings	
Riva Israel∆

Cecilia Iturriaga	
Shayan Jeddi-Golberenji	
Alezandra Jerez-Marroquin	
Kyle Jervis**

Anjulia Jimenez∆

Justine D. Johnson	
Renolda Johnson	
Callie O. Joseph*

Jonathan D. Kelley***

Jaimie L. Kerpan◊

Kimberly Kopchynski**

Kaitlin J. Layman∆

Joshua M. Lee*

Destinee Lewis-Davis	
John L. Breininger**

Denisse Lopez-Arce	
Jentrie Maner***

Matthew Marquez	
Ericca M. Martinez	
Doris Mateu**

Taylor R. McCoy**

Kyle E. McCrite*

Xochitl Mendez**

Keelan Mercer	
Ryan Miller*

Tyler Minton***

Daisy Mojica*

Megan Murad∆

Chandler M. Myers*

Yun Jung Nam	
Huy Nguyen***

Thi T. Nguyen	
Ashley C. Nottestad*

Simona Oaida*

Monica Ochoa	
Ada L. Ortega**

Haris Pajazetovic	
Jasmin Peck	
Sara S. Perry	
Sarai Pina	
Jessica K. Posse	
James Prigge	
Katelynn C. Reeder∆

Adam K. Robles	
Diana M. Rodriguez**

Ashley Rushing**

Ahmad F. Saleem**

Tasha Sapien	
Bradley D. Scruggs**

Brian J. Scruggs**

Elissa Siekmann*

Richele L. Smart	
Casey L. Smith◊

Sydney R. Smith◊

Liliana Sosa	
Indee R. Stempniak∆

Danielle Stewart*

Diana Suleymanova	
Jonathan J. Sup**

Vincent Sutherland**

Craig M. Tambatamba*

Jacqueline Y. Tellez*

Kailey Thorpe**

Natalie Trujillo∆

Alyssa V. Uribe	
Autumn E. Van De Laare	
Tatum Van De Laare*

Sina Velayati∆

Todd K. Wilcox*

Darryl G. Williams	
Samantha Wirth*

Katarina A. Yanko	

Bachelor of Science in Biology 
and Forensic Science

Saaben M. Mendoza**

Bachelor of Science in  
Biology and Health Care  
Administration

Nancy Bui

Bachelor of Science in  
Biology and Psychology

Robert T. Brannick*

Jennifer Lopez Quintero*

Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration and 
Justice Studies

Steven A. Mcintosh*	

Bachelor of Science in  
Business Administration and 
Psychology

Andrea Ashbrook**

Hayley E. Schaefer***

Bachelor of Science  
in Counseling

Kari N. Fischer***

Jacob A. Haines 
Megan E. Hans*** 
Holly A. Lopez
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Jennifer McFarlane◊

Maria C. Ruiz*

Danielle Russo***

Jeff D. Sanders***

Joell R. Springer***

Nancy Vanacore***

Bachelor of Science in 
Entrepreneurial Studies and 
Exercise Science

Katie Y. Leiler***

Bachelor of Science in  
Exercise Science

Aliyyah Abdullah 
Yvette Aguirre 
Tommy G. Arce Jr.*

Sarah J. Bates	
Nicole Beardsley***

Anthony W. Borr*

Selah H. Bratt**

Tiffany Butler**

Nathan J. Carter***

Megan E. Davis**

Jose A. De La Rosa**

Steven Egeberg**

Vince E. Frawley	
Devin Freitag	
Janae Giles	
Aldo M. Gonzalez	
Stephanie J. Greene***

Logan R. Guess◊

Joseph Harty**

Joseph R. Harvey**

Amy L. Hop∆

Heather Huelskamp∆

Christopher J. Hylland	
Alli R. Jacobson**

Judy Jones∆

Kimberly A. Kardong*

Eetu M. Karvonen**

Charmaine N. Knell*

Kevin C. Lashley	
Stefani L. Laub*

Amber Leboeuf**

Heidie J. Ledlow	

Vanessa R. Levy	
Kelsey M. Lorbeck***

Samantha Magnani***

Kyle Mahoney***

Carolina V. Masuello◊

David K. McCutchen*

Jonathan Mintzmyer***

Lance Parker	
Jenna R. Pearson◊

Ceirra A. Reis*

Trevor J. Sanderlin	
Ryan M. Schalow**

Connor Schehen**

Everton Shibuya Kida	
Lindsey J. Shore***

Oliver Smith	
Jacob P. Spizman*

Karlin E. Stewart	
Jessica Tally	
Ashley M. Tapio***

Cierra A. Valdez*

Bryce Wawrzyniak*

Bachelor of Science in  
Forensic Science

Mandi J. Lurkins*

Kristin Parnell*

Aime M. Prusick	
Nicholas J. Rubino**

Christine Somesan**

Scott C. Strickler***

Chantalle M. Violette***

Holli L. Worden◊

Bachelor of Science in  
Justice Studies

Jacqueline Arnoldy	
Kevin M. Behnke	  
Hector Cartaya Verdecia	
Donterry Colombel 
Daniela Cruz	
Karla Duenas	
Eliu Gamez**

Patricia M. Hurt∆

Erick James	
Chelsea N. Knotts	

Mark D. Legault**

Michelle J. Leppla Lamarca	
Carly D. Lounsbery***

Maureen D. Lugo	
Brittni N. Martines	
Aaron Nalley	
Shelbey Noble*

Brooke A. Nowell	
Kaitlyn J. Petersen	
Zachary R. Quarles	
Shadrach D. Relf	
Dorcas Rice*

Michael J. Ristrom	
Francisca I. Romero	
Salwa H. Sahhar∆

Serafina E. Sandoval∆

Jessica R. Scarpati*

Renee D. Small◊

Stephanie Smith	
Bryce Springer*

Jorge A. Urbano	
Mariella Vela***

Marcus A. Vigil-Oliverio	
Sara M. Walton∆

Wesley W. Watson∆

Alyssa A. Wilson	
Jamie T. Wright	
Novemberley Yazzie

Bachelor of Science in  
Justice Studies and Psychology

Armando Anchondo Villegas*

Kelsey Baker**

Timothy A. David	
Justine M. Padilla

Bachelor of Science in  
Justice Studies and Sociology

Christopher M. Espinoza*

Bachelor of Science in  
Justice Studies and Sports 
Management

Paul D. Newendyke◊
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Bachelor of Science in  
Psychology

Ashley M. Alarcon***

Kierstin A. Almstrum∆

Heather G. Alvillar∆

Nicoleta Anghel**

Timothy L. Barrett∆

Presli D. Bellottie	
Judith A. Beltran	
Courtney Bishop	
Britni C. Bledsoe	
Melissa Bosco*

Samantha Bush∆

Lamesha K. Byrd	
Jerret D. Canovas**

Helen Cho**

Christopher A. Cimaglia
Phoebe K. Cipa**

Eileen M. Cordivin**

Micah Dennard	
Amy E. Dennis**

Matthew D. Drenner	
Elaine M. Evans∆

Ethan Gayongala 
Adriana Gomez	
Carmen Grijalva	
Salam Hammad	
Meladee Hampshire**

Angela M. Hendershott**

Morgan Heng	
Joshua Hill	
Terri L. Hillerby	
Julie Hillsbery
Mylissa D. Holtzen	
Dylan Huff	
Kayla Huskisson	
Jacklyn James**

Taylor K. Johnsen	
Kelsey Klein◊

Kathleen M. Lentine*

Steffannie Llewellyn***

Elizabeth Macias	
Isis N. Manriquez	
Claudia Mares*

Maria I. Marquez***

Marie Martin	

Alicia Martinez	
Jonathan McElligott∆

Sarah McGlynn-Moore***

Chrysta N. McMahon	
Brooklyn Meeker**

Serena Megofna
Cameron L. Michael	
Christina M. Moore***

Alma Navarro	
Sedaya Northern*

Itzel Y. Ochoa	
Abagayle H. Olsen	
Lydia Y. Park**

Alethia Patocs	
Stephanie Pesqueira	
Laurel A. Plapp◊

Benjamin Plyler	
Kali Reierson	
Katie Rice	
Hollis T. Rogers* 
Carlin Rouse***

Kayla D. Santos	
Aubrey Schaffer	
Briera E. Schepp	
Lily P. Schwartz***

Tara M. Scibona	
Admir Selimovic***

Virma Soto	
Mckenzie Teets	
Lazaro Torres∆

Gboyega P. Uku	
Nicole Valenzuela*

Diana Volk*

Michael T. Volrich***

Ian Weeks 
Rachel Wiegel	
John F. Wommer III	
Molly L. Yoder***

Bachelor of Science in  
Psychology and Sociology

Kenya Delima	
Samaiyah S. Fullylove	
Shealyn R. Lane*

Paola Macias Guzman***

Ariana Reyes

Bachelor of Science in  
Sociology

Jelena Andjelkovic∆

Phoebe Bartlett	
Stephan P. Bullard	
Jenessa R. Fesmire	
Rachel E. Marchbanks∆

Gia L. Moenich*

Jessica R. Montiel	
Christian Morales	
Patrick New***

George C. Ngugi**

Cassidy G. Pavelich*

Sandra Kaye Sidener Piper∆

Constance J. Torres*** 





College of Education
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Master of Education in Early 
Childhood Education

Ebony N. Bowens-Roulhac

Bachelor of Science in  
Early Childhood Education

Yadira P. Aguilera***

Martha E. Carrera***

Tina M. Carter∆

Laurie M. Corallo***

Christina L. Frison***

Jessica Garrett**

Stephanie K. Gillett◊

Cathlean Hartwig***

Laura McClure***

Christina C. Miller*

Kylie A. Mony***

Stephanie Myers**

Sydney A. Rodriguez**

Kathryn L. Smith	
Courtney M. Snyder◊

Alexis Sonnenberg*

Yesenia J. Stacey***

Samantha R. Still***

Megan Thornton	
Ashley M. Wakefield***

Bachelor of Science in  
Elementary Education

Brittony Ard*

Destinee A. Armstrong***

Katelyn C. Barth***

Emily J. Benzing**

Maritza A. Bermudez	
Brittney L. Carpenter***

Alyssa Ceraulo**

Michelle A. Daniels***

Morgan A. Dewey◊

Natalie A. Erickson◊

Michelle L. Froehlich	
Brenda L. Gamez	
Aryelle L. Hamilton	
Lexis A. Heckman**

Tara N. Hibbitts*

Laura A. Hoffman***

Jessica L. Ingraham**

Sarah L. Lopez	
Christopher McWilliams	
Gabrielle H. Miller◊

Christopher Mota*

Amber Pearson*

Krista R. Perederij**

Leah Plys***

Shannon A. Reid**

Summer S. Rodarte◊

Logan C. Sylvester**

Chelsea D. Wieser***

Amber L. Yost*

Bachelor of Science in  
Elementary Education and 
Secondary Education

Alexa Hawkins	

Bachelor of Science in  
Elementary Education and 
Special Education

Amanda Ahrens***

Edward D. Blair***

Jane E. Buchholz***

Quinnlyn R. Bushnell***

Courtney C. Callaway**

Patricia L. Carrillo***

Crystal L. Chandler	
Alyssa D. Clark	
Nicole Clark*

Suprema Cooper**

Heather M. Dierdorf***

Heather A. Duchesne***

Steffann R. Frank***

Melody Hahs	
Ashley E. Jackson**

Tania Laura Jaramillo-Morales***

Katherine M. Kemp**

Brooklin Leadabrand◊

Alexandra Lincoln**

Jacob F. Martin***

Alexander Montenegro**

Carrie L. Murry***

Christian S. Neiman***

Kathy Parker**

Courtney N. Robin*

Francisco Sarmiento***

Natalie R. Short***

Brandi D. Smith
Hannah J. Swope◊

Rebecca Timm***

Christa N. Tovar**

Kristina Vohs***

Savannah L. Wahab***

Amber L. Wettig***

Angela Whitacre◊

Bachelor of Science in  
Secondary Education

Sara M. Ballard**

Samantha G. Barczynski	
Kelsi L. Beam**

Joe Benitez	
Jody B. Benner**

Brock S. Bishop	
Kenneth D. Bloomfield**

Nathaniel H. Brown	
Krystle E. Brumm**

Tiffany Burdge**

Lauren Butler**

Ashleyanna V. Byrd***

Danielle A. Collins***

Breanna C. Cotton***

Melissa R. Cunningham◊

Timothy G. Curtis*

Klay A. Dalton**

Molly Deleon***

Kailyn R. Dop***

Alexis A. Gannis**

Christopher E. Grotelueschen-
Koehne**

Brittany Harberson**

Kaitlyn Harraghy***

Kylee R. Ingram*

Mark E. Jarrett**

Patrick M. Johnson-Campbell**

Richard Krzyzanowski*

St. Christopher C. Kuehl	
Melissa N. Madsen∆

Juan Carlos C. Maynes*

Kristy S. Mealer-Baugh**
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Michael P. Monn*

Kassandra M. Panzica*

Eunizze Pineda Barajas**

Jennifer Ramirez Zamarron**

Daniel A. Rubio	
Edward Rusnac***

Michelle N. Ryan* 
Michael A. Scozzaro	
Haley A. Sheahan◊

Carly E. Shouts***

Andrew Stokich	
Jacquelyne R. Stormes***

Christina Tibbetts**

Amairani Torres***

Kimberly A. Wallace**

Sebon White	
Catheryn E. Wilson*

Garrett M. Wilton**

Bachelor of Science in  
Secondary Education and 
Bachelor of Arts in Theatre

Nathan S. Delaet*** 





College of Fine Arts 
and Production
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Bachelor of Arts in  
Communications and Digital Film

Vanessa Sandoval***

Bachelor of Arts in Dance 
Education

Ashley M. Brown◊

Alyssa Fresh***

Keely N. Gilbreath	
Herschel Jackson Jr.	
Alexandra Montoya*

Samantha J. Newhall***

Antoinette M. Proctor	
Angela P. Rimbey***

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design

Kendra Garcia*

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film

Brock Bailey	
Christopher M. Cline***

Joshua P. Dumond	
Samantha Erdmann***

Cassandra Hawk***

Alejandra G. Leyva	
Sara Lynch	
Michael P. Myers**

Katrina M. Palmisano***

Roberto A. Ruiz	
Matthew P. Schaub**

William Wesley	

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film 
and Theatre

Bradley K. Beamon***

Adam J. Benavides	

Bachelor of Arts in Music

Nicholas T. Anderson 
Ciana M. Dolphin	
Alyssa D. Holmes***

Christina Lafferty	
Anthony Martinez Cotoia	
Joshua McCarthy	
Chelsey N. Minkler∆

Christina M. Moore***

Amanda L. Mutai*

Cody B. Nelson	
Dana Oberhansly	
Kendra Perez**

Natalie Shuler**

Caroline V. Turnage	
Jocelyn M. Weddle***

Keith D. Woodside∆

Kaitlyn A. Yates	

Bachelor of Arts in Theatre

Maria E. Anderson◊

Courtney Askevold	
Jennifer Bain	
Allison I. Bauer	
Daniel E. Cocca**

Rebekah R. Dipple***

Rebecca Fair*

Ashley Hines*

Nathan S. Ledeaux**

Holly Nordquist***

Elizabeth T. Pabst***

Jasmine L. Parks**

Bridgette L. Phipps**

Rachael Saunders∆

Tyler Stokey	
Jason Taylor**

Deanna M. Zaccaria	



College of Nursing and  
Health Care Professions
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Bachelor of Science in Health 
Care Administration

Jenda M. Bailey**

Brooke A. Brasil*

Kennia Carabeo**

Louise A. Chance	
Nizhoni S. Clinton	
Kaylee Coby**

Emily D. Cowley-Hunter*

Charlene Cumbria	
Charles A. Dare*

Yamilet Dorantes***

John Estrada	
A’Sianai A. Evans	
Wendy A. Flores-Rivera**

Jacob Garber	
Josh R. Girgenti	
Melisa Gomez***

Taylor Grove*

Estefania Guzman Ornelas**

Morgan B. Haile	
Angelina C. Hernandez	
Arlynn L. Johnson**

Heather D. La Conte**

Amanda J. Lambert***

Sierra D. Langford◊

Izmenia A. Ledezma	
Danielle M. Legee**

Catherine Lena◊

Jasmine Martin**

Liliana Martinez***

Renica L. McKinney	
Amanda Menchaca	
Karyed Y. Moreno*

Reuben Mwape**

Tsitsi Nkonde	
Angela Ortega◊

Felipe Reyes**

Blake Richardson**

Isaac Romo-Dominguez	
Jennifer L. Salter*

Cameron Schilling*

Lois Siclovan	
Geron Tucker***

Alejandra Valenzuela◊

Zina Washington***

Kayla A. Wilson	
Isaac Yamoah	

Bachelor of Science in Health Care 
Administration and Psychology

Gloria F. Stenson***

Bachelor of Science in Health 
Sciences in Professional  
Development and Advanced 
Patient Care

Michael W. Cline∆

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Natasha Allen	
Rachel Altman	
Miriam D. Amankwe	
Moriah Amaya	
Sarah L. Anderson-Sundin**

Jennaya A. Appeldorn*

Aaron A. Arciniega**

Lawrence Arellano	
Kristen N. Arias*

Ashley L. Artibey	
Christopher L. Asman	
Deborah Baldwin***

Kelly C. Banonis	
Melanie R. Barnes	
Shannon P. Barone	
Nicole R. Barton*

Megan J. Bassett	
Aizelle N. Bautista**

Kathryn B. Baxter	
Blanca Becerra*

Misty D. Beitz**

Heather F. Bergman**

Rita A. Berkley	
Denis Bessmertny	
Tammy L. Bettenbrock*

Jessica A. Binkley	
Jacque A. Boschee	
Ryan P. Bourgoine**

Alexandra N. Bowen	
Caroline Branch	

Stephanie Breidenbach	
Anna L. Bright	
Megan Brown	
Belle A. Bruning*

Bryn Bryson	
Leonardo M. Bulos	
Alexandria T. Burleson	
Mary Sheree S. Butler	
Jacqueline Byrd	
Cheri E. Cabeza Debaca	
Renae J. Campbell	
Kylie M. Carpenter*

Yesenia Carrera	
Esthela Carrillo Vazquez	
Logan E. Carton**

Alexis Cecil	
Edward J. Chacon	
Margaret A. Chapman**

Nicole Chemali	
Jenna Chittenden***

Dallas Clonts*

Christa A. Colvin	
Mihaela Coman	
Katharine Comeno	
Brittany N. Condello	
Roberta A. Connor	
Alyssa N. Contreras*

Narelle J. Cookman*

Anita M. Cooper	
Johnathan Cooper	
Katherine L. Craven	
Adina Culda	
Diana Culda	
Nicole Curet*

Windy A. Cushman*

Nicole S. Dart*

Lillian Dauod*

Heather N. Davis	
Heidi Davis***

Veniece Delly	
Elizabeth L. Demar*

Danita A. Desimone	
Melissa Dey	
Samantha R. Dilello**

Mary M. Dixon*

Heather L. Donahue**

Kelsey N. Doody	
Sandra Dooling*
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Tina Duarte	
Amery D. Dunaway	
Candice T. Dunn	
Lauren A. Eklund	
Franklin M. Elliot	
Courtney L. Ellis	
Erica N. Engelbretson**

Jacqueline Enriquez**

Sarah M. Erb*

Ladawn Escobar	
Celia C. Espino-Lazo◊

Cecilia Espinoza**

Iliana J. Espinoza	
Ann Marie W. Estes	
Kristen Estrella*

Dealla Fakhouri	
Jade E. Falls	
Dorothy E. Fernandez	
Mackenzie Fischer**

Ana L. Flores	
Erin E. Forney	
Carissa Forstie***

Gigi R. Fox	
Camille L. Fraker*

Ana M. Fuentes	
Nicole Galvan***

Christina I. Garcia	
Jenny M. Garcia	
Alicia M. Garzuzi	
Carolyn E. Gatti**

Amy N. Gekas**

Jaclyn M. Gerhart*

Christine V. Gilbert*

Tresa Glaser◊

Kelli D. Gleason	
Crystle J. Gloria***

Monica M. Gomez*

Sarah I. Gomez*

Alicia M. Gonzales	
Veronica Gonzalez	
Elisabeth A. Gravatt***

Claire Greenfield*

Erika L. Gundrey**

Alizia Gutierrez*

Inez Gutierrez	
Jennifer Hainline**

Jordan R. Hall	
Jenna R. Hamil**

Delaney N. Hammond	
Linda E. Haneline**

Katie Hanenburg	
Taylor K. Hannula**

Amber N. Hardy**

Lily A. Haspert*

Alyssa M. Hayes*

Krista Heaps*

Faith D. Heinz	
Jenna R. Hernandez	
Ricardo A. Hernandez	
Klavan A. Hesse	
Jordan D. Hester	
Marlee Hoffman	
Marianna L. Holliman**

Sarah Hollowell	
Jacquelyn A. Holst**

Heidi K. Howe**

Olga Y. Hughes***

Nancy Jauregui	
Brant O. Johanson*

Stacee A. Joseph	
Jennifer F. Judy**

Jamie E. Julian***

Leah J. Kaplan	
Delaine B. Keith**

Denise L. Kelley Gantt***

Marie A. Kelly	
Ashley E. Kent**

Lauren N. Klein*

Leslie Konyha	
Megan N. Kost	
Stuart Krempin	
Amy L. Kuhns	
Heather L. Kuhns	
Ariel E. Landmeier**

Diana Landmeier*

Evelyn I. Lara	
Nina F. Lara	
Kimberly Larsen	
Megan M. Leonard	
Breana L. Lepowsky	
Burgess A. Levenda*

Audrey L. Levy**

Andrea L. Libhart	
Mechalle A. Lifgren*

Cherri A. Lindquist*

Alyson M. Lowe	

Lauren E. Lucchese	
Blanca C. Lugo Godoy	
Stephanie N. Ly	
Renee E. Lydiard	
Steven Madrid*

Mariam L. Magnuson*

Nicole J. Maiden**

Amanda L. Mammolito	
Carolyn P. Martin	
Lissette Martinez	
Breanne Marvin-Arrowood*

Kathryn A. May***

Carley B. McCarthy	
Rebecca McDermott	
Melody B. McEvoy	
Rebecca P. McLarkey	
Denise V. McMillen	
Brandy McQuillen	
Kendra E. Mellenberndt**

Shawna Migalla	
Aryana Molinar Chaparro	
Jamie Mones*

Jayson D. Monnett	
Erin L. Montez	
Kristofer Montiel*

Kevy F. Mortensen*

Kelsey Morton	
Jennifer H. Mueller*

Cristina M. Mumma	
Kayla L. Murdock*

Edim Musa	
Hemani Naik	
Sharon L. Napier**

Caitlynn Nehl*

Mark L. Neil	
Autumn Neumann	
Michele Nicholas*

Megan J. Nichols**

Jacob D. Nighswander-Will	
Veronica Nikas**

Carmencita Noe	
Megan L. Norcutt**

Ifeoma Nwambuonwo	
Patrick A. O’Boyle	
Jessica M. Odinsson*

Amber Odom*

Catherine Olguin**

Katherine N. Olson	
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Libby D. Oniszko**

Aime L. Osterberg*

Lexus D. Padgett	
Brittany Pelleran*

Nicole R. Peron*

Mollyann L. Perry	
Cydney Peterson**

Jill M. Peterson**

Catherine V. Polito*

Danielle S. Pontrelli	
Barbara Powers**

Stephanie M. Quach	
Kevin E. Quihuis	
Ashley L. Ralston*

Chanti L. Ralston*

Carrie L. Rawls*

Amanda Reade***

Sarah T. Richards	
Codi L. Richardson	
Hollie E. Rinaldo	
Kimberly B. Rincon*

Natalie Rivera◊

Robyn N. Robledo	
Victoria C. Robles	
Michael T. Rohde	
Alecia C. Rojas	
Estela S. Rojas*

Stacy Rolle	
Kelli L. Ross*

Savannah D. Rougemont*

Adriane M. Rowe	
Georgiann M. Rusin	
Melissa M. Ruud	
Eric M. Salisbury*

Kayli M. Sanchez	
Brooke L. Sanders	
Danielle B. Sanders	
Marilyn K. Schlabach**

Justine N. Seagren	
Sara Shayan	
Melissa L. Shohan***

Cody J. Shumway**

Christina S. Simmons*

Shannon N. Simonton**

Prima M. Sipin*

Lauren Smith	
Tonya L. Smith	
Sarah Somesan	

Elise N. Soza	
Joanna Spencer	
Sarah Spencer	
Stephanie R. Springer	
Lindsay Standifer	
Emerald Stevens***

Lauren Stokes	
Jamie D. Strand	
Lindsey D. Stubbs*

Anna L. Suter	
Breana V. Swanson**

Samara Swern**

Kevin A. Tantillo	
Lindsay Tester*

Maggy M. Thesling*

Tanya R. Thienpothong	
Jenny Thomas*

Katie Thompson**

Ashley Thrailkill*

Amy J. Toliver*

Anna Tran***

Edward Trantham	
Traci L. Trevillyan*

Kristen K. Turner	
Christine F. Underhill*

Cynthia Uriarte	
Christin D. Urquijo**

Sheiva Vadipour	
Kristyn Van Loan*

Jennifer E. Vance	
April T. Vanderford	
Cynthia Vasquez	
Yvette Vasquez*

Belinda E. Villagran*

Karen M. Vojtek	
Alexis M. Vollette*

Timothy W. Walkowiak**

Hannah Walworth	
Kuan Wen Wang*

Margaret E. Weeks**

Amber K. Weinberger	
Adam L. Wells	
Michelle R. Wells*

Ginnie L. Welsh	
Erika Wenzel*

Anna C. Whitaker*

Amy Whittaker	
Michelle W. Wilkins Smith***

Christina M. Wilson	
Robin D. Wilson**

Lynsy Wimmer*

Amber L. Winner**

Kristen L. Wise*

Heather S. Woodruff***

Makenna M. Woodworth*

Emily N. Wortman*

Shelly A. Wray*

Caroline Yee*

Tiana J. Young	
Danielle N. Zafke	
Ryan D. Zichosch



College of Theology
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Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies

Joaquin W. Aguiar	
Faith Albright◊

Alan Borja*

Anthony R. Chavez	
Joshua T. Click**

Colin De Falco◊

Randall M. Deal	
Danielle P. Dunn	
Kyla B. Elliott*

Tanner Enderle∆

Andrew L. Frank**

Patrick J. Garland**

Bryce C. Glaser	
Jacqueline N. Gutierrez∆

Stephen Hartt◊

Linda M. Kassir**

Eden Kroeger**

Rebekka Levesque**

Margarita B. Longoria***

Brennan K. Mayfield∆

Christine S. Mintzmyer*

Joshua J. Nelson	
Cody A. Paiva∆

Lesa M. Parsons	
Jeanette Plasencio	
Steven J. Plasencio*

Elizabeth B. Prosper	
Thomas D. Robb	
Paul Root	
Zachary A. Short**

Timothy Stempkowski***

Brandon Swiers**

Ben L. Thompson***

John S. Williamson	
Karen L. Zenteno***

Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies and Communications

Spencer Burnidge***

Rebecca A. Neal**

Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies and English Literature

Austin Harmes**

Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies and Bachelor of Science 
in Justice Studies

Jessica A. Eisenbeisz**



Ken Blanchard College of Business
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Degree Candidates

Executive Master of Business 
Administration

Diana L. Anderson	
Dominic A. Buzzelli	
Brian Campbell	
Keith Daly	
James A. Goins	
Andrew K. Molosky	
Kimberly Myren	
Frank A. Rodriguez	
Sydney Smith	

Master of Business Administration

Kyle D. Ciliento
Chene’ D. Hash      
Jessica A. Yates	

Master of Science in Accounting

Futsum A. Mebrahtu

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Alisher Abdullaev***

Noura Antaki∆

Anabel Ayala Lua	
Daniel T. Blackwell*

William M. Cadle	
Ha T. Cao∆

Michelle Castro∆

Chelsea Chartrand**

Joshua J. Delong	
Megan C. Dickerboom	
Patsy M. Earles	
William Flower◊

Andrea J. Frezon∆

Brian G. Garcia	
Daniel J. Gervickas	
Robert A. Griffiths*

Patricia D. Hammond	
Midia S. Hanna∆

Kristian Haralson*

Grant M. Hubbard	
Rebecca A. Hubbard	

Jack Jordan***

Robert Kallal**

Joshua D. Keck	
Rebecca J. Levy∆

Chase A. Marino	
Nicole E. Martin**

Erin M. Martz	
Benjamin Meyer◊

Brandon Miller∆

Laura Olvera-Galvez***

Michael A. Ostendorf*

Thao Pham∆

Katie L. Scates*

Jeffrey B. Shepherd	
Eric M. Singleton∆

Brett A. Smith	
Richard Snelling***

Javohir Sodikov**

Elizabeth Tovar	
Carissa R. Wadley**

Sierra D. White*

Jeff M. Yates∆

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration

Daniel Bjerre**

Austin Buelow	
Kyle Castillo**

Pauline Emin**

Martin Fabbian	
Petra T. Fanty	
Melissa E. Garcia***

Connor Miesel	
Jacky Nguyen∆

Joshua A. Rash*

Lisa M. Stanek*

Scott B. Thompson*

Florian Tomko*

Dafne M. Urrea-Benitez	
Corinne F. Van De Velde**

Kayley Winter**

Josh D. Zehring*

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Management

Ramon Abaitua	

Jaime Barth	
Nicholas Bata	
Shaylee N. Beswick*

Blake E. Borinstein	
Jonelle Borowy**

Anthony J. Carrillo	
Breanna M. Cecich**

Jesus K. Cerecer**

Robert Clark**

Tarra Cochran∆

Clayton J. Cox	
Joseph C. Economides∆

Brent J. Emch∆

Lindsey Fatherley***

Alexandra Fresh***

Elliott George∆

Kirk J. Gould**

Brandon Hansen***

Alvaro Hernandes∆

Thanh Hoang∆

Alyssa B. Hodson***

Megumi Ishikawa∆

Jordan A. Kerpan	
Bol Kur	
Anselmo Macias*

Zachary D. Mall**

Mallory N. Martinez**

Sonia Michel	
Zoran Nincevic*

Lauren N. Pampinella∆

Noah J. Patton***

Luis G. Perez	
Lance Rao***

Victoria M. Rogers∆

Miguel A. Salgado∆

Karla N. Sanchez***

Lance L. Sauber*

Astha Sharma*

Andi Sharp∆

Brian Sinfield*

Rahnae T. Spooner	
Cameron M. Teich∆

Caleb C. Thatcher	
Leah R. Van Drunen**

Maria A. Venegas**

Gloria White	
Ryan L. Whitehead∆

Tori Wiegel**
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Degree Candidates
Rachael Yorker**

John Zetino*

Jacobus D. Zuilhof**

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Management and Sociology

Samara Carlon Leyva◊

Bachelor of Science in  
Entrepreneurial Studies

Samantha Allard**

Kris Bohn◊

Julia C. Brennan	
Bo Campbell	
Benjamin D. Krug*

Nicole L. Walter◊

Bachelor of Science in  
Finance and Economics

Scott P. Aikman	
Amelie Antoine∆

Michael Bolligar	
Michael Branning	
Steven Cox***

Andrew D. Cuckie◊

Jesse A. Davis**

Andrew J. Donohue**

Taylor R. Eynon*

Televi O. Furney∆

Doug Jacobs	
Pilar D. Kirby	
Eduardo A. Obeso	
Robert D. Ramirez	
Christopher Robinson*

Steven E. Sakata	
Iulia Salvador	
Stephanie Sasso∆

John R. Simms	
Reid J. Simpson***

Jubilee Sutherland∆

Trent A. Wilson∆

Heather Woods

Bachelor of Science in  
Finance and Economics and 
Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film

Nicholas R. Fanelli**

Bachelor of Science in  
Marketing

Duncan K. Bohlen*

General Collins	
Carissa A. Cude*

Hannah Fishback**

Zackery Foulk∆

Natalie J. Juniel*

Jake J. Ludwig	
Ryan S. Perkins*

Ganessa Pickens	
Robert C. Ramirez*

Samantha B. Sheets*

Sarah Stansberry	
Alonzo Terrazas	
Erika N. Terret◊

Bachelor of Science in  
Marketing and Sociology

Avis Rojas**

Bachelor of Science in  
Sports Management

Jason M. Bailey	
Kevin Biniazan◊

Cameron Briney*

Daniel S. Brown	
Allan Christenson***

Stephanie D. Craig	
Michael A. Delos	
Payton J. Edwards***

Jessica Fitzgerald*

Joel E. Fraser∆

Eric E. Frawley	
Derrick J. Frisby	
Peter R. Garbow***

Mark J. Geddes*

Derek Gensburg	
Miguel A. Gomez Aldaba	
Aaron T. Hill	
Haylee Hughel**

Michael Khoshaba	
Derek Lane∆

Christopher M. Lindmark∆

Kyle D. Mason	
Robert E. Matthew	
Asha T. McDonnell	
Dylan Mileusnich***

Billy J. O’Dwyer	
Joseph J. Olivas∆

Eryn A. Olson***

Erin G. Paradis***

Todd J. Parks∆

Sarah B. Patton**

Kyle R. Peterson	
Josh J. Petzel	
Ben Ponnet**

Malcolm Purdy*

Kenneth Rebugio**

Janesse M. Rubio	
Sean J. Saxton***

Eric K. Seymour	
Anel Smajic*

Keith R. Smith	
Brittney R. Spackman	
Kyle Speed	
William G. Tussy	
Alejandro E. Vasquez	
Joe Wielgosz
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Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, 
Summa Cum Laude:

Graduation with Honors 

Undergraduates completing 60 or more hours of resident 
work at Grand Canyon University and having a grade-
point average (GPA) of 3.4 or higher for all course work 
completed at GCU, may qualify to receive recognition: 
Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude or Summa Cum Laude. 
An undergraduate student’s GPA on March 1, 2014, 
determines eligibility for honor cords and recognition at 
the commencement ceremony.

Transfer students may not graduate with an honor higher 
than that to which their GPA at GCU would qualify them. 
Second degree and graduate students are not eligible 
for honors.

Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded gold “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Ray-Maben Scholars 
 

This recognition represents the highest scholarship honor 
awarded by GCU. Criteria are established by the faculty 
and the honor is bestowed each year at graduation. The 
required criteria consist of a cumulative and GCU GPA of 
at least 3.9, with no more than 12 transferable hours.

University Honors
 

Undergraduate students who have earned less than 60 
credits of resident work at GCU and have a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher for all coursework completed 
at GCU may qualify to receive the recognition of 
University Honors. Qualified students have been 
awarded silver “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Honor/Award Descriptions

Bachelor students whose names appear in the program are candidates for the degrees listed, which will be 

conferred subject to completion of requirements.

Special Thanks

The colleges would like to acknowledge all faculty for their dedication and expertise in enabling 

our students to excel as effective future leaders. 

We’d like to say thank you to everyone who contributed, volunteered and assisted with the 

commencement ceremonies. Your hard work and support is greatly appreciated!

GRADUATES WILL RECEIVE A DIPLOMA COVER, BIBLE AND AN ALUMNI LAPEL PIN 

AS A GIFT FROM GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY
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Grand Canyon University 
Academic Administration

Brian Mueller, MAEd

President and CEO

Hank Radda, PhD

Provost
Dean, College of Doctoral Studies

Mark Wooden, PhD

Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD

Dean, College of Education

Claude Pensis, MFA

Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

Anne McNamara, PhD

Dean, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Jason Hiles, PhD

Dean, College of Theology

R. Kevin McClean, DPS

Dean, Ken Blanchard College of Business

Jennifer Lech, MBA

Vice President of Academic Affairs

Kelly Sanderson, MAEd

Vice President of Academic Operations

Mark Alexander, MEd

Vice President of Curriculum and Content Services

Antoinette Farmer, DHEd

Assistant Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness
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College of Arts and Sciences
Mark Wooden, PhD	 Dean	

Sherman Elliott, EdD	 Assistant Dean	

Mark Wireman, DC	 Assistant Dean

PROFESSORS

 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

ONLINE ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Elbert Kingsley Hollingsworth, MEd	 Rebecca Richey, MA

INSTRUCTORS

Neal R. Adam, PhD  

William Barron, PhD  

James Helfers, PhD 

Charles Maxson, PhD

Russell A. Grubbs, PhD 

James Helfers, PhD 

William Kuehl, MS  

Galyna Kufryk, PhD  

Timothy Larkin, PhD 

Charles Maxson, PhD 

Thomas Pirtle, PhD 

Shannon Lee Schumann, PhD 

Cynthia Seminoff, MS 

Thomas James Skeen, PhD 

Ben VanDerLinden, MS 

Ramesh Velupillaimani, PhD

Debra Jean Arford, PhD  

Melissa L. Beddow, MS 

Joshua Danaher, MA  

David Dean, PhD 

Randhir Deo, PhD  

Thomas McCarthy, PhD 

Klaus Mortensen, PhD   

G. Sherlin Moses, PhD 

Ellen Roy-Day, MC  

Jen Santos, PhD 

Brian Nathan Sillanpaa, MD 

Elissa Abbott, MAENG 

Marti Abitheira, MEd   

Ruben Jacob Aroz, MA 

Michael Barton, MS 

Brent Edward Bauman, MEd  

Jonah Beaumont, MSM  

Jenna Behm-Lawton, MS   

Demelash Biffa Areda, DMV 

Tetyana O. Bilovodska, MS  

Heather Ilene Brody, MA  

Marcie Jill Burger, MC  

Jennifer Chinn, MAENG  

Nurcan Ciftcikara, MEd  

Renee Cooperman, PhD  

Michael Coplan, MAdmin**  

Jolene Daw, MSL  

Meredith DeCosta, PhD**  

Kristen L. DiCarlo, MEd, MBA 

Sarah L. Dwyer, MS  

Thomas Dyer, MEd   

Marquita Elliott, MSL   

Shelley M. Evans, MS   

Lorraine Joanne Eyre, MS 

Jessica Farmer, MA  

David J. Foster, MS   

Rebecca Anne Foy, MA  

Ruben V. Garcia, MEd  

Renaud Gauthier, PhD  
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College of Arts and Sciences

Michelle J. Griego, MA  

Kyle Hedden, MA  

Henry George Hellman, MEd  

Jim Henry Higuera, MA   

Andrea Hogan, MSPSY  

Steven Hughes, MA  

Samia Marie Humphrey, MEd  

Shanna Huslig, MBA   

Corey Nicole Hunt, MS   

Valerie Elaine Ierley, MS  

Charmaine Jake-Matthews, PhD   

Herman Johnson, MEd**   

Joan Johnson, MS   

Justin Ivel Johnson, MSL  

Tamla Johnson, MEd  

Jennifer Jones, MEd  

Lauren Kimberly Kelley, MS  

Faith MaeLee Kindel, MA  

Lisa Konow, MPH  

Stefan Koukoudeas, MEd**  

Elizabeth K. Larson, MEd  

Amanda S. Laster-Loftus, MA  

Raquel Lopez, PhD  

Jessica Louis, MSPSY  

Gregory William Malloy, MA  

Courtney McGinnis, MAEd*  

Tiffany Mealman, PhD  

Ryan Melillo, DC  

Marilyn Mussomeli, PSYD  

Motoyuki Nakagome, MS  

John Nicholson, MA  

Eric J. Nordin, MS  

Dana O’Dell, MSM  

Minal Padgaonkar, MA  

Stephanie Palenque, MAENG  

Kristi Perkins, MA  

Stephanie Lynn Pero, MS 

Ben Perlin, MA  

Monica Maria Perrone, MEd

Chris Petersdinh, PhD  

Fillippo Posta, PhD  

Jesse Collin Prather, MA  

Will Primack, MD  

Tania Radda, MFA  

Noshin Rafieei, PhD  

Brian Raftery, MA  

Craig Reading, MS  

Barry Reagan, MA

Alexis Register, MSL  

Kevin Reidhead, MSL**  

Nicole J. Rhoades, MA  

Sarah Nicole Robertson, MA  

Jonathan Roeder, JD  

Keith Rogers, MA  

Tanya D. Rountree, MA  

Ron Roussel, PhD  

Samantha Lee Russell, MS  

Tina Salata, MS  

Kevin M. Salcido, MS  

Beverly Jean Santelli, MEd  

Daisy Savarirajan, PhD  

Russell E. Schwarz, MBA  

Victoria Smith, PhD  

Rebecca Socia, MS  

Nikki Marie Squire, MBA  

Robert Staples, PhD  

John Paul Steele, MEd  

David Steimle, MA  

Cornel Stemley, MS  

Ron Summerhill, PhD  

David Tello, PhD   

Laura R. Terry, PhD  

Lisa A. Tervo, MS  

Justin David Tickhill, MS  

Russell Martin Tiedt, MA  

Dorothy Vasquez-Levy, PhD  

Jan Wakefield, MAENG  

Laura Walker, MAENG  

Kevin Walling, JD  

Jason Williams, MBA  

Colin Witherspoon, MSPSY  

Maria Zafonte, MA  

  
*Online Faculty Executive Director  

 **Online Faculty Manager   
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Kimberly LaPrade, PhD	 Dean	

Debbie Rickey, PhD 	 Assistant Dean
Ted Coe, PhD	 Assistant Dean
Marjaneh Gilpatrick, EdD 	 Executive Director of Educational Outreach
				  

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS				  

Jennifer Fontenot, EdD	 Carlyn Ludlow, EdD 	

Donna Kay Hansen, PhD 	 Michael Trevillion, PhD	

						    

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS				  

College of Education

Jena Akard, MEd 

Lisa Bernier, MEd  

Abby Jennifer Brown, MEd  

Paul Danuser, MA  

Rebekah Dyer, MEd  

Gregory Allen McFann, EdD 

Jim Mostofo, EdD 

Karol Schmidt, EdD

INSTRUCTORS	

Leisha Anderson, MEd  

Tara Armstead,  MEd  

Ashley Barkel, MEd   

Larena M. Barnett, MA   

Kendra Benedict, PhD  

Sonya Berges, MEd   

Emily E. Bergquist, MEd*   

Rob Bjork, MEd   

Bryce Kevin Budoff, MA   

Julie Carpenter, MEd  

Victoria Christensen, MEd  

Thomas Christner, MEd  

Emil J. Cicogna, MS  

Brian Clark, MA  

Brenda Combs, EdD  

Mia Damiani, MEd  

Amy DeSylvester, MS  

Sean Diana, MEd  

Lindsay Embree, MEd  

Christy Faux, MEd  

Jon Finch, MEd  

Kathryn M. Flavell, MA  

Leslie Foley, PhD  

Michael Gammill, MA   

Michelle Grande, MEd  

Sylvia Harkins, EdD  

Jillian Hartman, MS   

William Jonathan Hintze, MA  

Richard A. Holbeck, MS**  

Candace Hughes, EdD  

Biba John, MEd  

Jeri L. Jorgenson-Zwibel, MA  

Brandon C. Juarez, MEd*  

Katie Kosier, MEd  

David Larson, MEd  

Nicole Lavonier, EdD  

Sheila A. Lees, MEd*  

Cheryl Lira-Layne, MEd  

Katy Long, MEd  

San Luster, EdD  

Jeff Martin, MEd  

Woody S. Mason, MEd  

Andrew Joseph McBroom, MA  

Crystal McCabe, MEd  

Mark Mendez, EdD  

Jamie Morris, MEd  

Angella Mundle, MEd  

Virginia Murray, MEd  

Reyeann Noyes, MEd  
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Carrie O’Donnell, MEd  

Nancy Schwab, MEd  

Katie Sprute, MEd  

Kimber Underdown, MAT  

Benjamin J. Vilkas, MEd*  

Kim Werking, MEd  

Kendra Williamson-Henriques, PhD  

Nancy L. Winship, MA  

Renee Winter, MEd  

Liz Yellon, MEd  

  
*Online Faculty Manager  

**Online Faculty Director   

College of Education



College of Fine Arts and Production
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Claude Pensis, MFA	 Dean	

Juan Hernandez, DMA 	 Assistant Dean, Music
William Symington, MFA	 Assistant Dean, Dance and Theatre
				  

PROFESSOR				  

Sheila Corley, DMA	

						    

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

INSTRUCTORS				  
Mark Fearey, MMusic	 Michael John Kary, MFA

MUSIC DIRECTOR				  
Paul Koch, MMusic

Gregg A. Elder, MFA 

Susannah Gail Keita, MFA

Sheila Schumacher, MFA

Rachel Velarde, DMA

Nola Yergen, MFA
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College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

Anne McNamara, PhD	 Dean	

Cheryl Roat, EdD 	 Associate Dean	

Priscilla Steffen, DNP 	 Associate Dean	

Maria Quimba, MSN 	 Assistant Dean	

Stephanie Bondeson, MBA 	 Director of Academic Excellence	
Amy Baird, MSN 	 Director, SHC	
Kristen Bright, MSN	 Director, Main Campus	
Roni Collazo, PhD 	 Director, Boswell	
Gary Gum, MSN 	 Director, New Mexico	

Jennifer Overturf, MSN 	 Director, AT Still	
Danica Stout, MSN 	 Director, Tucson	
Donna Sue Gerakos, MS 	 Director, Athletic Training	
John Witwer, MSN	 Director, Simulation & Lab	
Melanie Logue, PhD	 Doctoral Chair	
Karen Boyd, BSN 	 Clinical Lab Coordinator, AT Still	
Theresa Conley, BSN	 Clinical Lab Coordinator, Tucson	
Mary Ross, MSN	 Clinical Lab Coordinator, SHC	
			 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS		
Anita Crockett, PhD	 Kathryn Turk, DNP	

Sabine Garrett, NMD		

			 

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS		

Theresa Allison, MSN 

Jennifer Billingsley, MSN 

Karen Bond, MSN 

Jennifer Brodie, MSN  

Denise Bugg, MSN 

Dawna Cato, MSN 

Jowana Clinkscales, MSN 

Leta Davis, MSN 

Jaici Duncan, MSN 

Kathleen J. Ellis, MSN 

Deborah Jane Evinrude, MSN 

Nicole Hairston, MSN 

Linda Hemmila, MSN 

Tammy E. Hostetler, MSN  

Lisa Jaurigue, MSN 

Dorothea Viola Jiboye, MSN  

Amy K. Johnson, MSN 

Nancy Johnson, PhD 

Elaine M. Kosik, MSN 

Tujuana Land, MSN 

Doris Loher Lovata, MSN 

Jocelyn G. Nelms, MSN 

Jennifer Nopoulous, MSN 

Anna Veronica Perez, MPH 

Kyle Schoenberger, DNP 

Sherri L. Spicer, MSN 

Vernon Thacker, PhD 
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College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

			 

INSTRUCTORS		
Pascale Lee, MHA 	

Michael McKenney, MS

Sheila Searles, MSN		

Leigh Ann Tovar, MSN 

Virginia Villanueva, MSN 

Anne Wendt, MSN 

Marilyn Yelder, MS 

Florence Nightingale Pledge

In full knowledge of the obligation I am undertaking, I promise to care for the sick with all the skills 

and understanding I possess without regard for race, creed, color, politics or social status sparing 

no effort to conserve life, to alleviate suffering and to promote health.

I will respect at all times the dignity and religious belief of the patients under my care, holding in 

confidence all personal information entrusted to me and refraining from any action, which might 

endanger life or health.

I will endeavor to keep my professional knowledge and skills at the highest level and to give loyal 

support and cooperation to all members of the health team.

I will do my utmost to honor the international code of ethics applied to nursing and to uphold the 

integrity of the registered professional nurse.
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College of Theology

Jason Hiles, PhD  	 Dean
Anna Faith Smith, MDiv	 Assistant Dean, Associate Professor	  

 

PROFESSORS
Michael Baird, PhD 

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

ONLINE ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
Ronald Woodworth, DRS

 

INSTRUCTORS

  
*Online Faculty Manager

Sammy Alfaro, PhD   

Chad A. Bogosian, PhD  

James R. A. Merrick, PhD  

Kyle Christopher Strobel, PhD  

Jonathan Kristian Sharpe, MA  

Brett Aaron Berger, MDiv   

Valerie De La Torre, DMin  

Daniel Scott Diffey, PhD  

David Farbishel, DMin   

Kristan Farley, MA   

Todd J. Forrest, MA   

Numa Gomez, MDiv   

Robert Clarence Greene, MA   

Matthew Louis Hampton, MDiv   

Eric Christopher Hernando, MDiv   

Scott Eugene Hovater, PhD*   

Jeff Jibben, DMin   

Thomas John Joseph, MA   

Margaret Koontz, MDiv   

Robert Ferdinand Krise, MDiv   

Franklin Lamca, MDiv   

Hector B. Llanes, PhD  

Glenn Miller, MTh  

Andre LaMont Mooney, MDiv  

Michele Renee Pasley, MA  

Michael Donald Richardson, DMin  

Joseph Stanley, MDiv  

Ryan W. Taylor, MDiv  

James Ralph Uhley, DMin  

James Waddell, MDiv  
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Ken Blanchard College of Business

R. Kevin McClean, DPS	 Dean, Professor		

Thomas Skochinski, MM 	 Assistant Dean	 	

Allison Mason, MBA	 Director of Academic Excellence
Marquis Scott, MEd	 Director of Internship Programs
Brian C. Smith, PhD 	 Director, Colangelo School of Sports Business	

Gina Green, MSL	 Program Manager, Business Programs	

		

PROFESSORS		

Dennis Proffitt, PhD		

		

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS		

Donna L. DeMilia, PhD 	 David C. Perkins, DBA	

Kim MacIan Donaldson, MIM 	 Ernest Earl Scarbrough, DBA		

Moronke L. Oke, PhD	 Brian C. Smith, PhD			 

		

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS		

Kelly Damron, MBA	 Michael R. Potter, MBA	

Timothy Kevin Kelley, MBA 	 Lori L. Soukup, PhD		

		

INSTRUCTORS		

		

		

Shaunna Marie Allum, MBA 

Gary Robert Almy, MBA 

Kathy Kay Decker, MBA 

Daniel Geivett, MBA 

Alan Guthrie, MBA,  MSL

Brian Hardy, MBA

Allison Heather Holladay, MM	

Lisa Kline, MPA	

Greg Lucas, MBA*	

Chris Lyons, MBA	

Daniel Wayne McIntosh, MBA	

Ron Strong, MBA

*Online Faculty Manager
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Doctrinal Statement
WE BELIEVE the Bible, in the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be inspired, the only infallible, true and 

authoritative Word of God.

WE BELIEVE that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe in 

God the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. For us and for our salvation He came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. Being fully 

God and perfect man He performed miracles and lived a sinless life.

WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ suffered a vicarious and atoning death through the shedding of His blood. He was 

buried and on the third day was resurrected in His body; after which He ascended to be seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

WE BELIEVE that mankind was originally created in the image and likeness of God, and free from sin. Through 

the temptation of Satan, they transgressed the command of God and fell from their original righteousness, 

whereby all people have inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are thus under condemnation. As 

soon as they are capable of moral action, they become actual transgressors.

WE BELIEVE that for salvation of lost and sinful people, the regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential. 

We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly 

life. We believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God and is worshipped and glorified with the Father and Son. He 

divinely inspired the scriptures, convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, leads Christ’s Church in 

truth and is the Teacher and Comforter sent by Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE that salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone; that salvation involves the redemption of the 

whole person and is offered freely to all who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. We believe in the resurrection of both 

the saved and the lost; those who are saved unto the resurrection of the living and those who are lost unto the 

resurrection of damnation.

WE BELIEVE in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ as one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 

Christ’s Body and Bride ministering reconciliation to a lost world. As ambassadors for the Kingdom of God and 

the Church, we affirm that evangelism and engagement in societal issues are both part of our Christian duty; 

both are necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and humanity, our love for our neighbor and our obedience 

to Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE the message of salvation proclaimed by Christ’s Church is an indictment upon every form of alienation, 

oppression and discrimination, denouncing evil and injustice wherever it exists by lovingly ushering in the good news 

that Christ reconciled the world to Himself.



42

The doctorate (from Latin, docere, to teach) was the first known 
academic degree and was granted by the University of Bologna in 
the 1100s. Originally, doctor’s and master’s degrees were almost 
synonymous, while “bachelor” referred to entering a course of 
study rather than completing a level of work.

Beginning at Harvard in 1642, American universities followed 
British traditions in both the conferring of degrees and the design 
of academic costumes or “regalia.” While some common practices 
were observed, it was not for some 200 years that a uniform code 
was established.

Regalia consists of gowns and hoods. The distinguishing marks 
of the gowns indicate the level of scholastic achievement of the 
wearer. Those who hold doctorates wear gowns that have a facing 
of velvet on the bell-shaped sleeves. While neither the master’s nor 
bachelor’s gowns have trimmings, both are distinguished by the cut 
of the sleeves. The master’s gown is noted by its long sleeve which 
drapes freely to the wrist; the bachelor’s gown has a pointed sleeve.

Hoods, designed to display the school’s colors, as well as the 
type of degree and area of study, are worn around the neck and 
flowing down the back. The color of the lining inside the hood – 
the chevron – represents the colors of the wearer’s alma mater. 
The color and width of the velvet edging on the hood indicates the 
degree and field of study.

Baccalaureate graduates of Grand Canyon University wear the 
black gown without the hood. The academic colleges are represented 
by the color of the tassels which hang from the mortarboards. Gold 
and silver cords indicate that the wearer is graduating with honors.

Faculty and staff who march in the graduation ceremonies wear 
gowns and hoods appropriate for their academic achievements. 
While not an exhaustive list, the following are some of the colors 
that may be seen on their hoods:

Vision Statement
Grand Canyon University is the premier Christian university educating people to lead and serve.

Academic Regalia

Since 1949, Grand Canyon University has been helping students 
find their purpose and achieve their potential by preparing them to 
pursue their chosen career, advance in their current career or  
re-career into a different field. As a Christian university, GCU also 
encourages students to find their purpose in Christ, with an 
emphasis on applying Christian values and ethics to their studies 
and to the workplace. 

GCU offers online and campus-based degree programs within a 
dynamic learning environment for both traditional students as well as 
working professionals. Our classes are appropriately sized for each 
content area and offer engaging interaction with classmates as well as 
individual attention from instructors who care about your success. 

GCU is also experiencing an exciting time of campus expansion 
that includes new dorms, classrooms, a student recreation center, 
food court and bowling alley. The newly upgraded 7,000-seat GCU 
Arena will open in fall 2014. The arena is home to our men’s and 
women’s basketball teams and also hosts other events such as 
concerts and world-renown Christian speakers.

As a regionally accredited university, GCU is consistently ranked 
among top colleges offering online courses by noteworthy sources 
including Fortune Small Business, Technology & Learning Magazine, 
FoxNews.com, Online Education Database (OEDb) and more. For 
more information, visit gcu.edu  

Mission Statement
Grand Canyon University prepares learners to become global citizens, critical thinkers, 

effective communicators and responsible leaders by providing an academically 
challenging, values-based curriculum from the context of our Christian heritage.

In medieval times, a mace was a hand-to-hand combat 
weapon. In about the year 1400 A.D., a mace evolved from a 
weapon to a ceremonial instrument used by academicians in 
rituals such as commencement and inaugurations. The oldest 
known ceremonial mace was that of the Faculty of Common Law 
on St. Andrew University in Scotland, used in 1438.

The mace is carried at the head of the procession and placed 
in a special stand, thus signifying the formal onset of the ceremony. 

GCU’s ceremonial mace is a hand-crafted walnut staff 
combined with a specially sculpted medal seal. When the Grand 

Canyon College seal was adopted in 1950, two of its major 
components were the cross and the cactus. The saguaro cactus 
rises from its desert setting to signify the intellectual opportunity 
for Grand Canyon University students, counteracting the arid 
mental state of uneducated man. The cross stands prominently 
on the horizon as a guide for spiritual enlightenment. Between the 
outer circle representing the earth and inner circle representing 
the wheel of progress, the name of the university, its location and 
the year it was chartered are inscribed. 

The University Mace

Those who hold the PhD degree may choose either the color of their 
discipline or PhD blue, a royal blue.

Arts, Letters, Humanities ....... white

Math and Sciences .................gold

Business ............................... drab

Music .....................................pink

Fine Arts .............................brown

Education ........................light blue

Religion .............................. scarlet

Public Health .............. salmon pink

Public Administration .....peacock blue

Nursing ..............................apricot
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The Office of Alumni Relations
Welcomes the Class of 2014 Alumni!

At Grand Canyon University, you’re a Lope for life. As you continue to pursue  

your purpose, you can still stay connected to our campus community.  

We invite you to join a local alumni chapter, where you can network with fellow GCU grads  

and stay connected to your Lope roots. We also host alumni events throughout the year  

and offer plenty of opportunities to get involved!

Don’t forget to share your stories and accomplishments, from  

career achievements to personal milestones. 

Congratulations Class of 2014!

Stay connected:
gcu.edu/alumni

facebook.com/gcualumni

gcu.edu/linkedin

twitter.com/gcualumni 




