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Commencement 2015 “Find Your Purpose”
3 p.m. 

Colangelo College of Business and College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
 Recorded by 
 GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM
 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
 Tim Griffin, MA
 Vice President of Student Affairs
 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY 2015 VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
 Brian Mueller, MAEd
 President and CEO, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
 Karen Mills 
 Comedian 

GREETINGS FROM THE DEAN 
 Melanie Logue, PhD 
 Interim Chief Nurse Administrator, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

STUDENT SPEAKER
 Philip Stevenson, Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training 
 Graduate Candidate, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions 

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2015
 Cody Dumas
 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
 Hank Radda, PhD
 Provost, Grand Canyon University

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE PLEDGE (P. 42) 
 For our Nursing Students

BENEDICTION
 Tim Griffin, MA

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES

Commencement 2015 “Find Your Purpose”
10 a.m. 

College of Education, College of Fine Arts and Production, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

College of Science, Engineering and Technology and College of Theology

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
 Recorded by 
 GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM
 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
 Tim Griffin, MA
 Vice President of Student Affairs
 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY 2015 VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
 Brian Mueller, MAEd
 President and CEO, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
 Karen Mills 
 Comedian

GREETINGS FROM THE DEAN
 Claude Pensis, MFA
 Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

STUDENT SPEAKERS
 Claire Flatz, B.A. Theatre and Drama 
 Graduate Candidate, College of Fine Arts and Production

 Joy Flatz, B.A. Theatre and Drama 
 Graduate Candidate, College of Fine Arts and Production

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2015
 Cody Dumas
 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
 Hank Radda, PhD
 Provost, Grand Canyon University

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE PLEDGE (P. 42) 
 For our Nursing Students

BENEDICTION
 Tim Griffin, MA

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES
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Special Music

CRITICAL MASS
Vocal ensemble, Critical Mass, is a traveling ministry team that represents the music department, 

the College of Fine Arts and Production and Grand Canyon University. Members are selected 

through an annual audition open to all music majors. They perform a wide variety of all a cappella 

music. The ensemble performs on campus and is on the road throughout the year representing 

GCU at churches, schools, special events and other venues throughout Arizona.

Commencement Keynote Speaker

KAREN MILLS
Karen’s style of comedy is clean, clever and relatable — she finds the funny in everyday life. A native 

of Tennessee, Karen has been a nationally touring comedian for 19 years and can be heard regularly on 

Sirius / XM comedy channels. In fact, she just taped a one-hour special for Blue Collar Radio.

 Karen has shared the stage with many great comedians including Joan Rivers, Ron White and 

Jon Stewart. She most recently appeared on The Henry Cho Show on GACtv and is an original 

member of “The Southern Fried Chicks Comedy Tour.” Karen also tours theaters with fellow comedian 

Leanne Morgan performing the hilarious stage show “Hen Party.”

 Karen has become a favorite in the corporate world. Her client list includes American Express, 

Aflac, Coca-Cola, Toyota and many more. She has performed at numerous women’s conventions 

including the national convention for the Red Hat Society. But don’t think that’s all she can do. Her 

comedy is friendly and relatable to both genders — in other words, the men love her too. This natural 

performer has a keen sense of timing and wide range of topics giving her a broad audience appeal.

 Karen understands what it takes to excel. She stands at 5'2" and was an All-American basketball 

player for UT-Chattanooga. In 1981, she led the nation in assists and was the first female inducted 

into UTC’s basketball hall of fame. Karen brings that same dynamic energy to her comedy. She can 

bring any crowd together through the joy of laughter.
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May he give you the desire of your heart 
and make all your plans succeed. 

–Psalm 20:4
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Colangelo College of Business



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

10 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors 11

Degree Candidates
Alexandr Dmitriyenko  
Ella M. Eichenberger∆

Chorphaka Jaengkit*
Sandra E. Ladron***
Caylee M. Ledger  
Lucas E. Leifeld***
Maria M. Montano∆

Winfred W. Muthusi  
Brian D. Schall  
Kelly B. Schmiesing***
Colton Sheley  
Jerri L. Tso∆

Molly M. Van Rijn∆

Austin L. Volf**
Nathaniel T. Walker  
Heather Woods  
Dustin J. Wright*

Bachelor of Science in Marketing

Brianna A. Aceves*
Maxwell A. Amdahl  
Krista C. Belo**
Raquel Dominguez  
Adriana I. Garcia
Courtney C. Hayes  
Ross A. Herbert*
Andrew J. Martinez∆

Abbigayle Nguyen*
Emmy K. Nguyen  
Michael D. Orsini  
Michael Sanchez  
Chelsea Santos  
Jonathan Schaefer∆

Sabrina Summers  
Paige N. Thomason**
Kaitlyn M. Vogel***

Bachelor of Science in Marketing 
& Sociology

Nicholas G. Van Leuven**

Bachelor of Science in Sports 
Management

Bryson Asmus  
Levi D. Axworthy  

Randy J. Bandelow***
Linden Beltran∆

Cody C. Bidlow  
Spencer D. Black  
Caitlin L. Cartwright**
Samuel A. Catour∆

Oloruntobi A. Coker
Je'Mishia Cottrell  
Morgan A. Custis  
Luciano V. Dedonatis*
Jeremy J. Edwards  
Ben Elliott  
Kevin Emery*
Jevon D. Estelle  
Morgan R. Farris  
Jacob G. Fischer  
Michael Francis  
Dina Hernandez  
Tyler M. Keegan***
Sackett A. Keesen  
Nathan L. Keso***
Kaylee M. Kitchens∆

Brandon C. Knudson
Shannon Kroha*
Russell Krzyzanowski**
Hyun Suk Lee  
Kason K. Marques  
Alex Martinez  
Andrew J. Mayer*
Cory R. Meade  
Ariane Miesel***
Nicolas G. Mishler  
Taylor Moss  
Andrew J. Muys  
Zachary O. Paulson*
Patricio Rosas◊

Stanislav O. Saiko  
Cassidy A. Sanchez***
David L. Schmucker**
Yared J. Solscheid  
Seth Thomas◊

Benjamin N. Todd***
Charles A. Wagner***
Cameron T. Wahlers***
Austin J. Walker◊

Garrett J. Ward*
Andrew J. Wilkerson  
Alyssa Wolever*

Lauren I. Young  
Grant D. Zapara  
Shannon L. Zsiros  

Degree Candidates

 

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Lea R. Aguilar
Theresa Cecil
Isabelle L. Cranick
Luis Flores*
Cinthya L. Garcia**
Emily G. Hussain∆

Josh D. Keck
Taylor A. Kilcup∆

Chun Tong Kwok***
Rachel Ledesma
Pascal Mahindura
Madison Mason**
Kevin P. McGaffin
Carissa R. Meyers∆

Gloria E. Moreno
Francisco J. Munguia 
Mackenzie K. Phelps***
Courtney Reeves*
Eric M. Singleton∆

Kelcey Tate***
Fabian A. Tellez**
Steven Temporado***
Janny Valadez**
Samantha J. Vesperman
Amanda Watch
Raquel N. Willand***
Caitlin Wood

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration

Humberto Aranda
Courage A. Chirandu∆

Clark L. Coyle
Tori R. Denherder**
Toni M. Duran
Patsy M. Earles
Mohamed Elsherbiny
Brooke L. Ferguson
Hayleigh R. Friemoth***
Jericho C. Giles
Andrew Harter*
Luis E. Herrera Sebastian**
Colin A. Kelley***
Brandon J. Kocmoud

Chloe L. Mensching∆

Matthew Miller***
Cody Repenning
Tucker Ring
Mariano Rossi
Chelsea L. Schmitz∆

Charles Simon
Kenneth C. Tack***
Tia L. Taylor
Viviana Valdez
Bryan M. Williams***
Troy Zaslove**

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Management

Ashton N. Anderson***
Tiffany M. Andersonn∆

Janae C. Andrews***
Elena F. Barrientes  
Andrew J. Boozer*
Kristina M. Bradley  
David E. Butler∆

Flor S. Castro  
Jessica Cichocki**
Jalon P. Dalebroux*
Jeffery T. Digby  
Ceira D. Doss  
Borka Duric  
Ronaldo Elizalde-Bermudez***
Alexis M. Fitzmaurice*
Matt B. Friesen***
Kimberly D. Garcia∆

Joshua Gee*
Molly Graves***
Manique N. Gray∆

Maurice O. Hamilton*
Ronald A. Hamwey**
Sean Hanlon**
Erica Hernandez∆

Nohealani S. Hockenhull  
Robert Houser  
Tyler Huckabone∆

Kevin Hunt***
Dajarie James*
Brianna J. Johnson*
Steven J. Keller   

Luis Lopez **
Justin Macari  
Jessica A. Magusin  
Freddie P. Martori  
Jonalyn M. Myren*
Bernard N. Nixon  
Lauren E. Parrish*
Makayla L. Phelps**
Haleigh E. Rinfret***
Ricardo Rivas  
Stephanie Robledo*
Karina Y. Rocha-Ramos**
Paulo E. Rosas  
Katherine A. Ruth◊

Vanessa D. Sanchez∆

Jordan Sandoz  
Suji Shin**
Briana M. Stackpole*
Bilal A. Sulehria  
David W. Walker  
Tyler A. Williams*

Bachelor of Science in  
Entrepreneurial Studies

Corey M. Collin**
Tyler J. Hay*
Braiden C. Kurowski***
Stephanie B. Michael  
Kayla M. Orta***
Deanna M. Spreitzer  
Shanti M. Wallace  
Emily E. Zobel*

Bachelor of Science in  
Entrepreneurial Studies & 
Marketing

Baitiare R. Hernandez

Bachelor of Science in Finance 
& Economics

Eric Barimbui*
Joseph L. Bramer  
Austin D. Bushong  
John C. Damm  
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College of Education



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

14 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors 15

Kellie D. White***
Rachel K. White***
Jene' M. Woods 

Bachelor of Science in  
Business Administration & 
Secondary Education

Jessica Rubio Rincon ***

Bachelor of Science in Early 
Childhood Education

Kristen D. Armijo**
Taylor M. Bandelier***
Karena V. Bertos*
Briana F. Chacon*
Sacoya F. Coles 
Amanda J. Condit◊

Katherine Conley***
Katie Dallmann***
Shelby E. Dias***
Rebecca Duncan 
Jeannine M. Evans***
Vanessa Flores*
Courtney Gibbs*
Stephanie D. Hudson**
Ashley R. Jaramillo***
Lauren Kunau◊

Laura M. Lane**
Megan E. Lockwood**
Abigail J. Luker 
Holly A. MacDonald 
Breean N. Montoya*

Bachelor of Science in  
Educational Studies

Valerie Callaway*
Kendra A. Flynn 
Holly A. McCarthy 
Michaela A. Quinley***

Bachelor of Science in  
Elementary Education

Darangelo E. Balark 
Ruth Barrera-Zaragoza◊ 
Kathryn K. Brittain 
Caitlyn M. Chrisco**

Megan C. Dunagan**
Alicia Frye***
Jamie A. Gaab◊

Tori A. Georgopulos*
Stephanie G. Gleizier 
Danica S. Grobnagger**
Rachel Hernandez 
Patricia L. Isbell***
Hannah Kreeger***
Lilian P. Loaisiga 
Annalise O. McCallum***
Sarah M. McWilliams◊

Alexis Minana**
Corey S. Mitchell*
Celia L. Myers***
Tiffany K. Owen***
Roland A. Pierce 
Andrea M. Rodriguez◊

Jessica R. Rogers***
Courtney D. Roth***
Lizbeth G. Ruiz 
Kaley A. Schneewind◊

Preston L. Schneider 
Alyssa J. Shryock***
Katherine C. Stark◊

Andrea Sweeney***
Emily B. Wagner**
Logan T. Wasie***
Jessica L. Wood 

Bachelor of Science in  
Elementary Education & 
 Special Education

Shayna Adams*
Heather N. Baab***
Brianne N. Baker**
Elizabeth I. Baker***
Marissa Bibian**
Denelle L. Esmay***
Elizabeth T. Fernandes 
Kelli A. Ford***
Chelsea J. Hamilton**
Ramon J. Hernandez**
Maria R. Kieser◊

Trista R. Logan***
Shanelle Lomakema*

Lydia Mosley***
Rachel M. Nerger◊

Joselin N. Ortiz***
Tesia Park***
Rebekah Reyna**
Megan M. Reynolds**
Ashley D. Sanchez**
Zyra Len Sarol**
Nicole M. Stanley***
Nichole E. Tanberg***
Sydney D. Tassielli**
Chelsey V. Toney◊

Christa N. Tovar**
Alexa M. Tyson**
Grace M. Whitfield 
Jenna E. Williams***

Bachelor of Science in  
Secondary Education

Bryan I. Acosta***
Jordyn A. Allison**
Jake D. Brown**
Elizabeth K. Carthel**
Colby R. Crenshaw***
Ylicia M. De La Garza 
Morgan K. Deane*
Christopher J. Erdely 
Martin Espin***
Wil F. Gilliland 
Iliana S. Godoy Carrillo**
Sean W. Golding 
Joaquin Alfonso N. Guiang 
Xenia E. Gutierrez**
Pana K. Kia*
Joel T. Newbury***
Elizabeth A. Olson**
David Perez∆

Veronica Preciado*
Alyson M. Rux◊

Erika V. Sardella***
Corey A. Semler***
Joseph G. Sverev
Christopher W. Trujillo 
Mariaelena Vasquez Noriega 
Brandon Vigneux*
Cierra Vogeding***
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College of Fine Arts 
And Production



Degree Candidates

18 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors

College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences

Bachelor of Arts in 
 Communications & Music

Lyndsay L. Davies***

Bachelor of Arts in  
Dance Education

Miguel Acero*
Adam E. Astorga
Christopher S. Biles**
Danielle A. Davich**
Alissa L. Dill***
Cori E. Hailmann*
Jasmine J. Johnson 
Katie L. Lachvayder***
Gianna L. Levin∆

Zoe A. Maiden∆

Kayley A. Thompson***

Bachelor of Arts in  
Digital Design

Samantha Adam 
Caylah D. Baldwin**
Danielle Castillo**
Niranjan Gahatraj**
Jasmine Grayson*
Daniel R. Martinez*
Eriel B. McWillis 

Bachelor of Arts in  
Digital Film

Daniel J. Alexander 
Brittany A. Bencomo*

Jeremy S. Bridges∆

Jamie Calhoun***

Cody A. Cusack 
Sean T. Delong**

Jeffrey L. Dykhuizen***

Michael J. Kneller 
David Lane 
Alejandra G. Leyva 
Aidan C. Lindberg*

Terick L. Nelson 
Tina R. Poston 

Brooke Razo***

Gina Sandoz 
Chelsey E. Scott 
Samuel Varghese*

Bachelor of Arts in Music

Janice Beazer◊

Daniel J. Bridges*
Sarah F. Busk∆

Gavin M. Ely*
Kendra Jack**
Christina Lafferty 
Janie R. Moore**
Stephanie E. Powers◊

Christarra Shackelford 
Hope E. Thal 

Bachelor of Arts in  
Music Education

Morgan A. Ambrose***
Sabrina A. Estrada◊

Cherish Hood***
Logan E. MacDonald 
Leah M. Skaw***
Cody S. Trimmer**
Tina S. Witherow*

Bachelor of Arts in Theatre

Claire M. Flatz**
Joy L. Flatz**
Devyn E. Garrett*
Javier I. Gonzalez 
Taylor L. Kessler 
Andrew S. Kofile**
Nathan S. Ledeaux**
David E. Magadan
Anabel Olguin◊

Berta Ordonez Cortes ***
Brittany E. Thomas 
Megan Vancamp∆

Joshua J. Vanderpoel**
Zane N. Wiles 
William M. Wyss

  
Bachelor of Arts in Theatre  
& Drama

Deonte D. Lemons

IN MEMORIAM

Ashley Kathleen Laneri***
Feb. 4, 1993 – March 13, 2015
Bachelor of Arts in Music

“Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to 
me; O Lord, be my helper.
 You have turned for me my 
mourning into dancing;
 You have loosed my sackcloth 
and girded me with gladness,
 That my soul may sing praise to 
You and not be silent.
 O Lord my God, I will give thanks 
to You forever.”
 
-Psalm 30: 10-12



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

20 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors 21

Master of Science in Psychology

Mark R. Betts
Paula A. Enriquez
Freda Gittens
Megan E. Miller
Geordy Weed

Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies & Bachelor of Science 
in Psychology

Siara Pinick**

Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies & Communications

Joy-Lynn M. Wynkoop

Bachelor of Arts in 
 Communications & Bachelor of 
Science in Sociology

Kiara E. Chase

Bachelor of Arts in 
 Communications

Bernard K. Biwott 
Ilsi Carreon**
Scott Curley 
Jillianna R. Davis 
Daniel G. DeLeon 
Shannon L. Dugan*
Brandi L. Frank 
Dachelle Frey 
Amira A. George 
Alejandra Gonzalez 
Kristin E. Gorgen*
Rachael R. Henry 
Cassandra J. Heyer 
Xavier J. Jackson◊

Johannah Joy***
Joshua R. Lowery 
Erik J. Maness***
Tonja Oliver**

Hillary Olsker**
Jordon M. O'Sullivan 
Katherine Pack 
Melody J. Propheter 
Nicholas L. Roth**
Erin Stipp◊

Travis Tarrant∆

Elizabeth R. Turner*
Vanessa E. Valenzuela*
Thomas Wahlers

Bachelor of Arts in 
 Communications & Bachelor of 
Science in Psychology

Carissa N. Nelson***

Bachelor of Arts in  
English Literature

Alyson Cesmat 
Okla A. Griffith∆

Johnathan H. Hart**
Rachel A. Jones**
Clint E. Leavitt***
Kimberly A. Magill**
Stefan A. Marin**
Benjamin M. Papia∆

Anja Pettit**
Breanna L. Tomer

Bachelor of Arts in English 
Literature & History

Emma V. Stoltenberg***

Bachelor of Arts in History

Shannon Edwards***
Lindsey Egner***
Parker W. Harris 
Shane G. Nazarian**
Emily C. Wall

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration & Psychology

Andrea Ashbrook*

Bachelor of Science in Counseling

Jessica Ament***
Paige M. Azure***
Rachel Baumgardner ***
Brittany M. Cacho***
Ayana N. DeJesus**
Sandra L. Garayzar 
Kathleen M. Gervasio∆

Diana Jaimes*
Melissa Looney***
Aniett I. Lopez**
Holly Lopez*
Jared S. Monroe***
Ashley E. Mount◊

Chelsea M. Phillips*
Carolsina L. Searls***
Justin Sjaaheim 
Samantha R. Sloan**
Kyler L. Troup***
Kayla Waldridge**

Bachelor of Science in Justice 
Studies

Stephanie E. Aguilar 
Shelby L. Bagley*
Jordan Beverly 
Jake S. Boehmer***
Samantha E. Bogatz 
Rouric M. Bridgewater 
Coley J. Bruns**
Kenneth C. Chancellor 
Shaniece Clark 
Claudette L. Felix 
Neil Fogel∆

Kayla Garcia*
Iisha T. Graves∆

Miriam Guzman**
Mark A. Hall 
Charles P. Harris 

Reneka D. Lee**
Pierre Mainville 
Moira A. McBroom 
Cole McClary**
Juli Miranda 
Katherine S. Monsibais 
Skyler L. Morgan*
Wesley Nelson 
Christian E. Perez 
Tiffany A. Ramjag∆

Ryan Randell**
Randy D. Reyes 
Lindsey M. Richardson 
Christopher J. Rogers 
Victoria A. Sanchez 
Spencer A. Schaefer∆

Mackenzie A. Sowers *
Latorey D. Suell 
Conner J. Tope 
Tiffany A. Torregano**
Austin Uecker***
Christian R. Ward**
Jordyn R. Woodke 

Bachelor of Science in Justice 
Studies & Psychology

Kelsey L. Davis***
Sabrina M. Esquivel 
Matthew J. Mountain*
Merissa L. Mundt**

Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Liana Allen*
Rebecca L. Allpress***
Amanda M. Anderson**
Priscilla A. Annoual*
Sarah A. Baleanu 
Ricardo Barriga 
Alexandria Bartimioli**
Brittany M. Bartusek**
Alyssa Beauregard∆

Lauren N. Bender 
Yesenia M. Bradley*
Samantha Caran*
Julio C. Cardenas 

Catherine M. Castellanos*
Madelaine Cerda∆

Jan Chvojan∆

Jasmin Colbert**
Elizabeth Coronado 
Nichole L. Currie 
Lindsay K. Dickerson *
Bethany  Doan∆

Lauren N. Dyer 
Kristen N. Ferrara◊

Karina Gallardo 
Maria Garcia∆

Alexandra K. Goodman∆

Corey Grace 
Catherine Greninger 
Haali Hale 
Sherri Hamp 
Carly Hankins 
Skylar B. Hasty 
Cassandra M. Hayes 
Jason Heras**
Danielle Heyer*
Terri L. Hillerby 
Kristen M. Keil 
Casey M. Kleeman*
Taylor R. Krill 
Maegan Long**
Samantha M. Mata 
Tarah B. McMahan 
Serena Megofna 
Bethany J. Meredith**
Khonstance Milan*
Jamie L. Mitchell***
Shelby Mixon*
Marley Moffit**
Michaela L. Morrison∆

Olivia A. Onofre Javier∆

Joseph P. Porter 
Nicole P. Rice 
Nadya D. Roberts 
Danielle Rodzen*
Alixis Russell 
Cinthya J. Salais 
Alicia Salazar***
Therese Marie A. Salom 
Ashlie Sanchez 
Derek A. Sessom 

Bethany J. Shoulet**
Ana M. Solares*
Andrew L. Soncrant 
Kyle P. Summerhill 
Jennifer Thornton***
James D. Todd*
Michelle Vaughn***
Tim R. Walker 
Grayson E. Wallen*
Breanna S. Winston 

Bachelor of Science in Psychology 
& Sociology

Robyn D. Sandoz***

Bachelor of Science in Sociology

Danielle Baltazar 
Stephan P. Bullard 
Margaret Carter∆

Frances A. Delcid∆

Cadyn O. Espinoza 
Sonia Fernandez-Bustamante 
Alyssa Gorby**
Laneic N. Lavalle 
Roszell L. Mosley∆

Christopher J. Nelson 
Patience H. Pearson**
Joshua W. Swift 
Kayley L. Thompson***
Maria Valdez∆

Ashley Visser
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College of Nursing and 
Health Care Professions



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

24 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors 25

Bachelor of Science in  
Athletic Training

Kirstyn A. Abeita 
Joy N. Bridges***
Joelle N. Grande 
Diahann M. Robinson**
Renato Romo 
Shayna R. Sasso 
Philip J. Stevenson*
Richelle K. Trebilcock***
Joseph I. Trujillo*

Bachelor of Science in  
Athletic Training & Biology

Melanie T. Aki

Bachelor of Science in Biology 
& Health Care Administration

Amanda McKenna***

Bachelor of Science in 
Health Care Administration

Amanda Celaya∆

Kaylee Coby 
Abdi Wali Ahmed Gelle*
Lykia D. Hargrove-Bolden 
Jesus Llamas-Lara***
Jessica D. Martin***
Natasha M. McClain 
Renica L. McKinney∆

Jennifer S. Medrano*
Kenya K. Mitchell  
Berenice Olivas**
David D. Orosco*
Amador Ortega Jr.∆

Blanca I. Pacheco**
Shanon M. Piazzo∆

Hannah R. Price**
Karlie N. Rigler***
Jessica Sabo***
Jordan R. Schaefer 
Saba A. Shura*

Kristin H. Spanaus***
Casie L. Speece*
Haley Walker**
Mary K. Withers***

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Stephanie Acosta***
Marisela Aguayo**
Ana Aguila*
Tracie L. Agustin**
Victoria A. Agyekum 
Shannon C. Albany 
Taylor E. Allman 
Rebecca L. Alvarado 
Heather L. Andersen*
Brittany L. Anderson*
Sarah M. Anderson**
Brilee Andrezze 
Stephanie Antone*
Rylee M. Apodaca**
Athene L. Archer*
Perla Arreola**
Sarah Aschfort***
Maria Asuncion*
Julie Ataliotis 
Brittany J. Ayala-Patlan*
Allison L. Ayers**
Brittany E. Bach*
Shannen Baggett*
Kayla Bartholomew*
Jennifer M. Bartkus 
Chelsey Bartram**
Hija M. Bautista**
Deshenna R. Begay*
Candace A. Begley*
Jillian A. Beiter**
Katelin Bell**
Rachel M. Bell**
Katherine Benelli*
Janelle Benoit 
Whitney R. Bergstrom 
Alexis A. Beskid*
Caitlin Bierworth**
Katherine D. Boggs 
Simone L. Bossaert*
Brayden Boswell 

Kali Botha*
Danielle N. Bowlin 
Kaitlin Boza◊

Brittany D. Bradley**
Rebecca E. Bradley*
Nolan Bradshaw**
Helle K. Brantley*
Candice L. Brazeal 
Isaac J. Brennan 
Meghan Brennan*
Michaela F. Brennan*
Kimberly J. Brillas 
Elena Brown***
Julia R. Brown**
Katherine M. Brubaker 
Nicole Bruggeman 
Erika N. Brumagin 
Whitney Buchanan**
Nora Bujanda-Sotelo*
Andrea R. Burke**
Belinda J. Burkhart**
Celine M. Byrnes*
Amanda R. Cangialosi**
Christina M. Cannata***
Amber E. Carpenter***
Michael A. Cassity**
Andrea Castro**
Karina Castro*
Alyssia N. Cater◊

Celeste A. Cesario 
Jennifer T. Chapko***
Elizabeth Chavez**
Luciana E. Chavez*
Austin E. Childs***
Shruti Chowdhury**
Kayla R. Clark 
Christina Claw 
Elizabeth A. Claxton 
Janelly S. Cobian-Corona**
Amanda Collins 
Olivia Condotta**
Peggy Conway***
Alisha M. Cooper*
Tiffany D. Cooper*
Kandace Cortez*
Victoria Corvino*
Ryan L. Covey**

Krysta L. Crawford 
Danielle Crooke**
Victoria D. Crowe**
Rianne L. Cruthis***
Beatriz Cuevas**
Jessica Cunningham 
Alanna A. Dahms**
Erica K. Dalesio**
Brittany Dalton*
Brandi L. Darone 
Megan Davidson*
Rachel E. Davis***
Leni L. Day 
Norina Deac*
Brett Dirvonas 
Micale R. Dishong*
Meghan Donegan***
Amanda S. Donnell 
Camille Donque 
Jacob S. Drinnon**
Victoria Droege*
Janet Dubei 
Jennifer L. Dutcher**
Brittany N. Duty*
Megan Easton 
Bryan R. Ebersole 
Amber Edel**
Jennifer Edelson*
Amber L. Edwards 
Jassmine Edwards 
Shauna D. Edwards 
Brenna A. Ehgartner*
Emily L. Ehlers**
Miranda A. Elenz*
Doubra Eserifa 
Roxana O. Estrada**
Margaret A. Ethridge***
Russell Evans*
Sara Evans***
Megan Faherty**
Jesmina Faja 
Patricia Farrington 
Brittany N. Farugia***
Francine A. Figueroa**
Miriam Filip 
Matthew T. Finneron*
Zachary T. Fitzmaurice 

Keesa R. Flake***
Gregory M. Fleming***
Katelyn Flittie*
Amanda P. Flores*
Amanda J. Foster**
William Fox*
Kristi Franklin*
Susan D. Frazier*
Tara Freberg*
Kylie A. Freudenthal*
Alyssa M. Frey**
Shateal L. Fullmer 
Gebriel B. Galvan*
Brittany M. Gamber 
Gabriella J. Garcia 
Haylee P. Garcia 
Lindsay Gardner***
Brian S. Gibson 
Linnea Gillett**
Adriana Girgenti 
Bridgette D. Glass*
Darcie Godwin 
Alicia Golden**
Lisa M. Gomez**
Jessica L. Gonzalez Bello**
Tabitha J. Good*
Tyler J. Goodman*
Benjamin Graff*
Amanda C. Graham**
Heather D. Grandal*
Monica Granniss***
Brittany A. Graves*
Shannon Gregory**
Kayla Griffus 
Alicia L. Gromer 
Kristy Gustafson*
Whittley O. Harrell 
Alisha Harris**
Samantha L. Heaton**
Armin Heco 
Cinthya Henao 
Lindsey M. Hendricks 
Norma E. Hernandez 
Stephanie Hernandez **
Tanzania Hernandez 
Jessica Hickok 
Jaclyn High 

Rosie Higuera**
Kalen Hiland**
Isiah J. Hill 
Chelsea P. Hintze*
Tori Hobson 
Taylor Hoffman**
Cole L. Honer***
Krista Horch**
Krista L. Horwath***
Hannah E. Hosner*
Stephanie Houle*
Stacey Huerta**
Maci M. Hunt***
Christopher Hurtado***
Brandy L. Ingebretson*
Hayley E. Irby 
Kylee M. Irvine*
Hayley M. Jackson**
Alyssa Jacobs 
Adam K. Jacobson**
Lorisa J. Jetter 
Natalie Jimmy 
Heather G. Jonas**
Amber N. Jordan**
Tabitha A. Katena***
Magdalena A. Kaufman*
Marissa L. Kaul*
Jessica L. Keane 
Lindsey C. Keller*
Jessica M. Key 
Morgan E. King**
Rebecca L. Kirtley**
Ashlee N. Kneip*
Phoebe J. Knight-Williamson*
Ayla M. Koska*
Dominique D. Krebs***
Alexa Kucharo*
Madison D. Larose**
Leighanna Lawson 
Stephen R. Layton*
Kazia Li M. Lecker*
Ciara N. Leonard***
William Liebhard**
Brittany A. Lindsay***
Carly Lokare*
Jelena Loncar*
Corinna I. Lopez*
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Mikayla J. Lotz 
Mikalai Loutsevich 
Courtney L. Ludwig*
Ashley N. MacDonald 
Dania Y. Majed**
Ha D. Mao*
Jodie S. Margolies 
Sonia Martinez*
Nichol Mastikian***
Brooklyn Matthews*
Megan E. Maxwell*
Sommer Maxwell 
Tiffany M. Maxwell 
Emma J. May**
Meredith McComish***
Courtney McLaughlin**
Sascha McLemore*
Mark H. McMullan 
Jazmyne Meacham*
Mia M. Medina 
Ashley J. Medl**
Sarah Medved**
Marlies H. Meinhold*
Mark Meins**
Jasmine A. Merkow*
Megan E. Merrill 
Namrata J. Meschke*
Margarita Miranda*
Beatriz Miranda Gomez 
Alexandra Mitten 
Jocelyn R. Mohrig**
Aileen M. Mokarry**
Christina M. Montanarella**
Shavonne M. Moore 
Amanda M. Morales*
Joseph H. Morell*
Lynn M. Morgan**
Whitney Morgan**
Paul Morris***
Michael J. Mortensen**
Kathleen Moulder*
Heather Moy*
Ashley Muenz**
Brian Mulis**
Katelyn J. Nanstiel 
Daniel Navarro Sandoval***
Ashley Neidhardt*

Hannah E. Netherton***
Loredana Netotea***
Jesse D. Newberry**
Melaney A. Niemiec**
Abigail L. Null 
Meghan Ohlson**
Irena Orlova*
Bridget N. Ortega-Collins 
Sherida A. Osburn 
Chantel Paguio*
Vianel Palma-Cejudo**
Daniel J. Panopio*
Georgina V. Paredes**
Jessica L. Parker*
Jennifer A. Payne 
Christina L. Pearson*
Thomas J. Pemberton*
Melissa A. Penny**
Tiffani Peralta*
Daniel A. Perini 
Matthew Perkins**
Lauren E. Perry**
Emily Petree 
Allison J. Pflaum**
Kayla R. Pino 
Nemoli Y. Polanco*
Shawna Polmateer***
Kaitlan N. Porter**
Jordan Michael N. Prudente◊

Diana N. Puente Head 
Jamie Quinata**
Amy L. Quirk**
Cyndell L. Radcliff***
Danielle M. Raimonde**
Simbada Ramic*
Andrea L. Ramirez 
Ashley A. Ramirez*
Tania Ramirez*
Tanya Ramirez**
Gabriela Ramos 
Kaitlyn D. Ramos*
Sarah C. Ramsey 
Jonathan Resille***
Monique R. Reyes*
Keith C. Reynolds**
Emily Ricci*
Jessica Ricci*

Jill Richey**
Carmen Rivas*
Erika Roberts 
Alexandra Robles*
Courtnie Roe***
Joy A. Rogers 
Laura Romanet 
Ashley R. Romero*
Leeann B. Romero 
Jenna A. Rooks*
Vanessa Rooks 
Heather L. Rose**
Karla Rositano 
Rebecca E. Rousu**
Jessica O. Ruiz**
Georgiann M. Rusin 
Teal R. Rutledge*
Ashlee Rygiel**
Peyton H. Sagar 
Haydee J. Salgado**
Adrian Salmon**
Olivia Saverino 
Audrie L. Sawin***
Alexis Sawtelle**
Chelsey Schenavar***
Nicole M. Schling**
Sherri Schlosser**
Marissa Schmid Ramirez*
Kara A. Schneider 
Carolyn E. Schnieders**
Jennifer M. Schwartz**
Randa Schwartz**
Elyse J. Schweitzer*
Cassandra R. Segerson 
Brianna Segotta*
Mackenzee D. Shannon*
Courtney D. Shepherd***
Vanessa Silvallana***
Trina M. Sipple***
Taylor C. Smalley***
Amanda D. Smith**
Kaitlyn N. Smith**
Chelsea M. Sorel**
Tabitha K. South 
Baillie A. Statler***
Lindsey M. Stirling*
Adam Streiff***

Megan M. Stucky 
Diana Suleymanova*
Katrina Tabor-Terrazas*
Allison R. Televik*
Tiffany R. Teschendorf***
Grecia E. Thompson*
Shannon M. Thompson 
Cammie Thornton*
Diana Tinta***
Leanna M. Torres*
Eva Torres Avila 
Amanda J. Trent**
Elizabeth Truman*
Hayley R. Tucker*
Chelsea E. Tweed 
Bethany L. Van Gotum 
Morgan Van Iten 
Alyssa L. Vandermolen*
Patrick M. Vargas**
Robert B. Varner 
Olga Vasylchenko**
Alyssa Vecchio***
Analicia Vega*
Ivan J. Velazquez 
Araceli M. Vidal**
Hanna L. Volkodav*
Camron T. Walding 
Olimpia O. Walica*
Branwyn Walker*
Marie N. Wamboldt*
Kristin Wanta 
Bethany M. Ward***
Zefrah D. Ware*
Vanessa Wawrzyniak*
Carol L. Weikle*
Andrea Welch*
Aaron Welsh 
Andrea M. Welzmiller**
Marissa L. Wheatley 
Nathan Whetten***
Carly M. Widup***
Traci L. Wiedmann**
Cassandra C. Wilken***
Brittany A. Williams**
Corinne M. Williams*
Ashley L. Wiltcher 
Tiffany A. Winslow**

Samantha L. Witt 
Phillip Witte***
Brittni M. Wold**
Demi K. Wood**
Taylor E. Wright 
Yarmoni D. Yharbough 
Carlos D. Yubeta-Rios II 
Casey W. Zebley***
Arely S. Zepeda 
Taylor D. Zetich*
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Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies & Bachelor of Science 
in Biology

Michael L. Fraley

Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies & Bachelor of Science 
in Exercise Science

Heriberto Dimas Jr.***

Bachelor of Science in Biology

Eziaha V. Achinefu 
Ben J. Acker 
Kayla K. Adamson 
Akintunde A. Adeyemi 
Christine A. Aguilar*
Danielle E. Akin*
Jamileh H. Al-Asmer 
Sarah M. Allen*
Justin M. Anderson***
Lisa Ardelean 
Aaron J. Arellano*
Lauren B. Batorski*
Elizabeth M. Bayardi**
Matthew S. Baylon***
Leah C. Berger∆

Keaton J. Berry**
Katrina L. Bethsold 
Emmanuel Bonilla-Segura 
Brigitte Bontems**
Courtney L. Braun**
Adam C. Butts 
Rita L. Bybee***
Andrew B. Cadriel*
Nicholas J. Castillo 
Cara G. Clancy*
Emmeline N. Costin 
Jasmine Curry 
Ciara R. D'Amico 
Janet Deleon*
Ryne J. Diamond*
Megan Dones 
Alexis J. Escobedo**

Garrett D. Fante**
Megan D. Fisher*
Alicia M. Flener 
Nathan C. Flores 
Deanna D. Fontes*
Chelsea Franklin 
Amanda M. Fuller 
Irma G. Garcia 
Anthony Gervasi 
Jeanette D. Giatroudakis**
Aushalayia U. Givens 
Natalie Gonzalez***
Jared D. Gran***
Chelsea R. Guyot 
Katherine J. Hagberg*
Taylor Hammons***
Mariam Hanna*
Mikayla Hudson∆

Tyler S. Hunt*
Natasha James 
Taylor N. Jandro 
Starmarie K. Joaquin 
Edith H. Kamara***
Brian C. Kraft*
Austin P. Lewis 
Tate Linford 
Taylor N. Lopresti 
Cassandra Luna 
Ericca M. Martinez 
Janessa N. McGuire**
Moya McKenzie 
Stephanie R. Mendoza**
Sierra Miller∆

Denisse A. Miramontes***
Kelsey S. Morrow**
Mark Nguyen***
Ismatullah Nln 
Oghenebrume J. Pela 
Anita E. Perez*
Ngoc T. Pham**
Kenta Reilly**
Lauren M. Renick 
Reed D. Robinson*
Atenas Rodriguez 
Angel F. Romero 
Marcella K. Rominger 
Phoenicia Rowe◊

Adellmo J. Salazar*
Nataly Santibanez**
Brady I. Saray Logan 
Jessica R. Schottin*
Kyle V. Schwickerath***
Alexia Segura Mejia*
Bradley W. Smith 
Kelsey Spadafora**
Jasmine M. Swift**
Josiah J. Talebi 
Ryan Tapio**
Christin Thornton*
Bawi C. Tial 
Christy Tsinajinnie 
Samantha R. Villalobos*
Paul Waweru 
Robert L. Webb 
Nicholas R. Wieferich 
Charles H. Willett◊

Kristen A. Wilson*
Nicholas P. Woznick 
Leah R. Zampini**

Bachelor of Science in Biology 
& Forensic Science

Yuri Bonilla

Bachelor of Science in Biology 
& Health Care Administration

Bryce E. Beatty***

Bachelor of Science in Biology 
& Psychology

Cristina I. Renteria*

Bachelor of Science in  
Exercise Science

Hannah R. Andersen***
Kelsey A. Barak***
David Beck 
Anthony T. Bergstrom 
Aaron Black***

Kyle Bluhm 
Caleb W. Cattermole**
Desiree J. Concepcion 
Caitlyn Cooley∆

Kamilah N. Crumbley**
Sydney C. Davis 
Antonia Dovalis*
Jennifer J. Dowty 
Carson T. Dusek***
Kristine Fleming**
Britta Forsythe∆

Hiram A. Garcia 
Jeff P. Gillerman**
Michael R. Haslim 
Kayla D. Henry**
Haley A. Hooker◊

Dennis O. James 
Dystinee Q. Johnson 
Matthew M. Jones 
Brian M. Keene**
Kristopher K. Keeton 
Megan Kehmeier 
Alexandra R. Maese 
Ryan S. Majerle***
Connor M. Malcolm 
Katlyn V. McCormick 
Mariah A. McGarvey***
Zayra B. Mendivil**
Aquiles J. Montoya 
Jaime M. Patnode 
Ciara A. Perez 
Michael M. Pomeroy 
Gabriella Y. Rojas-Robinson**
Carrissa S. Rossi**
Ashley M. Schmidtke **
Bryan D. Schnyder 
Jacob Schrank 
Christina L. Solares 
Karlin E. Stewart 
Maylea A. Tooze***
D'Seanda Trotter 
Tyler Van Dyke∆

Christian Whittaker 

Bachelor of Science in  
Forensic Science

Michaela R. Ables 
Troy C. Asturias 
Michelle A. Castro 
Megan Cice 
Lacey A. Deresz***
Michael A. Farney◊

Marcus P. Haughian*
Magnolia Jimenez Bustos 
Tylor Klep*
Keli H. Kuikahi 
Anamaria Lup◊

Bailey R. Maguire 
Laely E. Martinez 
Chandler S. Mills**
Denise Olivas◊

Emilce V. Ortiz 
Brisena M. Perez*
Evelyn P. Perez 
Oswaldo Ponce De Leon Landa*
Lizbeth Rocha◊

Mariela E. Romero**
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Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Anthony J. Anaya 
Joshua Anderson 
Amy J. Azarias**
Tyler A. Berentsen 
Nate Bowman**
Ryan Buckland∆

Jordan C. Burnidge***
Henry C. Cejudo 
Ashley R. Cunningham 
Mary A. Evans**
James Holdren 
Kymberly A. Jones***
Rebecca Jones 
Chloe Killingsworth**
Rachel M. Kist*
Nicholas P. Kooinga 
Tyler M. Langford 
Kevin D. Loree***
Eric Manjarrez*
Joshua J. Nelson 
Milan Newbill 
Nicolette Olsen 
Cassandra M. Septin 
Casey Thorpe∆

Fernando A. Velasco-Hollinger***
Justin T. Watkins 
Joseph A. Wiltz◊

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies 
& Bachelor of Science in Early 
Childhood Education

Halezka V. Mullenbach***

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies 
& Bachelor of Science in Marketing

Alexander R. Harding

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies 
& Communications

Breanna Krall***
Jeffrey A. Orsburn◊

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies 
& English Literature

Megan E. Blease*
Cody Kelley***

Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, 
Summa Cum Laude:

Graduation with Honors 

Undergraduates completing 60 or more hours of resident 
work at Grand Canyon University and having a grade-
point average (GPA) of 3.4 or higher for all course work 
completed at GCU, may qualify to receive recognition: 
Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude or Summa Cum Laude. 
An undergraduate student’s GPA on March 22, 2015, 
determines eligibility for honor cords and recognition at 
the commencement ceremony.

Transfer students may not graduate with an honor higher 
than that to which their GPA at GCU would qualify them. 
Second degree and graduate students are not eligible 
for honors.

Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded gold “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Ray-Maben Scholars 
 

This recognition represents the highest scholarship honor 
awarded by GCU. Criteria are established by the faculty 
and the honor is bestowed each year at graduation. The 
required criteria consist of a cumulative and GCU GPA of 
at least 3.9, with no more than 12 transferable hours.

University Honors
 

Undergraduate students who have earned less than 60 
credits of resident work at GCU and have a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher for all coursework completed 
at GCU may qualify to receive the recognition of 
University Honors. Qualified students have been 
awarded silver “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Honor/Award Descriptions

Bachelor students whose names appear in the program are candidates for the degrees listed, which will be 

conferred subject to completion of requirements.

Special Thanks

The colleges would like to acknowledge all faculty for their dedication and expertise in enabling 

our students to excel as effective future leaders. 

We’d like to say thank you to everyone who contributed, volunteered and assisted with the 

 commencement ceremonies. Your hard work and support is greatly appreciated!

GRADUATES WILL RECEIVE A DIPLOMA COVER, A BIBLE AND AN ALUMNI LAPEL PIN 

AS A GIFT FROM GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY
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Grand Canyon University 
Academic Administration

Brian Mueller, MAEd
President and CEO

Hank Radda, PhD
Provost

Michael Berger, EdD
Dean, College of Doctoral Studies

Randy Gibb, PhD
Dean, Colangelo College of Business

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD
Dean, College of Education

Claude Pensis, MFA
Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

Sherman Elliott, PhD
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Melanie Logue, PhD
Interim Chief Nurse Administrator, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Maria Quimba, MSN
Associate Dean, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Mark Wooden, PhD
Dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Jason Hiles, PhD
Dean, College of Theology

Jennifer Lech, PhD
Senior Vice President, Academic Affairs

Kelly Palese, MEd
Vice President, Academic Operations

Mark Alexander, MEd
Senior Vice President, Curriculum and Content Services

Antoinette Farmer, DHEd
Vice President, Institutional Effectiveness

Colangelo College of Business

Randy Gibb, PhD Dean  

Thomas Skochinski, MM  Assistant Dean  

Allison Mason, MBA Director of Academic Excellence
Marquis Scott, MEd Director of Internship Programs
Brian C. Smith, PhD  Director, Colangelo School of Sports Business 

Gina Green, MSL Program Manager, Business Programs 

  

PROFESSORS  

Dennis Proffitt, PhD R. Kevin McClean, DPS  

  

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS  

Donna L. DeMilia, PhD  David C. Perkins, DBA 

Kim MacIan Donaldson, MIM  Ernest Earl Scarbrough, DBA  

Moronke L. Oke, PhD Brian C. Smith, PhD 

 Kirk Wessel, PhD  

  

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS  

Kelly Damron, MBA Michael R. Potter, MBA 

Timothy Kevin Kelley, MBA  Phillip Ash, PhD

Jennifer Fontaine, MBA Elissa Torres, PhD

Rick Roth, EdD

  

INSTRUCTORS  

  

  

Shaunna Marie Waltemeyer, MBA 

Gary Robert Almy, MBA 

Kathy Kay Decker, MBA 

Daniel Geivett, MBA 

Alan Guthrie, MBA, MSL

Brian Hardy, MBA

Allison Heather Holladay, MM

Lisa Duryee, MPA

Greg Lucas, MBA*

Chris Lyons, MBA

Daniel Wayne McIntosh, MBA

Jason Williams, MBA

Marnie Davis, MBA

Mark Olsen, PhD

Tanya Rountree, MM, MHROB

*Online Faculty Manager
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Kimberly LaPrade, PhD Dean 

Debbie Rickey, PhD  Assistant Dean
Marjaneh Gilpatrick, EdD  Executive Director of Educational Outreach

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Jennifer Fontenot, EdD Carlyn Ludlow, EdD  

Donna Kay Hansen, PhD  Michael Trevillion, PhD 

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

 

INSTRUCTORS

College of Education

Jena Akard, MEd

Lisa Bernier, MEd 

Abby Jennifer Brown, MEd 

Paul Danuser, MEd 

Rebekah Dyer, MEd 

Jim Mostofo, EdD

Nydia Palomino-Lee, EdD

Karol Schmidt, EdD

Joanna Simpson, EdD 

Tara Armstead,  MEd

Larena M. Barnett, MA 

Sonya Berges, MEd 

Emily E. Bergquist, MEd* 

Rob Bjork, MEd 

Victoria Christensen, MEd

Thomas Christner, MEd

Emil J. Cicogna, MS

Brian Clark, MA

Brenda Combs, EdD

Mia Damiani, MEd

Sean Diana, MEd

Lindsay Embree, MEd

Christy Faux, MEd

Kathryn M. Flavell, MA

Leslie Foley, PhD

Sylvia Harkins, EdD

Jillian Hartman, MS 

William Jonathan Hintze, MA

Richard A. Holbeck, MS**

Courtney E. McGinnis, MEd/CI**

Candace Hughes, EdD

Biba John, MEd

Jeri L. Jorgenson-Zwibel, MA

Brandon C. Juarez, MEd*

Katie Kosier, MEd

David Larson, MEd

Nicole Lavonier, EdD

Sheila Damiani, MEd*

Cheryl Savio, MEd

Katy Long, MEd

Jeff Martin, MEd

Woody S. Mason, MEd

Andrew Joseph McBroom, MA

Crystal McCabe, MEd

Mark Mendez, EdD

Jamie Morris, MEd

Angella Mundle, MEd

Virginia Murray, MEd

Carrie O’Donnell, MEd

Katie Sprute, MEd

Kimber Underdown, MAT

Benjamin J. Vilkas, MEd*

Kim Werking, MEd

Nancy L. Winship, MA

Renee Winter, MEd

Claude Pensis, MFA Dean 
Juan Hernandez, DMA Assistant Dean, Music
William Symington, MFA Assistant Dean, Dance and Theatre
 
PROFESSOR 
Sheila Corley, DMA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

INSTRUCTORS

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Paul Koch, MM

Susannah Gail Keita, MFA

Sheila Schumacher, MFA

Rachel Velarde, DMA

Nola Yergen, MFA

Lisa Tervo, MFA

Mark Fearey, MM Michael John Kary, MFA 

College of Fine Arts and Production

*Online Faculty Manager
** Online Faculty Director
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Sherman Elliott, EdD Dean 

 
PROFESSORS

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

INSTRUCTORS

William (Larry) Barron, PhD 

James Helfers, PhD

Charles Maxson, PhD

Shannon Lee Schumann, PhD

Timothy Larkin, PhD

Thomas James Skeen, PhD

Ben VanDerLinden, MS

Andrea Alden, PhD

Barry Reagan, MA

Brian Raftery, MA

Cornel Stemley, MS

Denise Krupp, MC

Diane Goodman, PhD

Elizabeth Valenti, PhD

Fillippo Posta, PhD

Heather Brody, MA

Jennifer Jones, EdD

Jonah Beaumont, MSM

Kevin Walling, JD

Laura Chesniak-Phipps, PhD

Laura R. Terry, PhD

Maria Zafonte, MA

Motoyuki Nakagome, MS

Raquel Lopez, PhD

Tina Ayers, PhD

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

David Dean, PhD

Ellen Roy-Day, MC 

Jen Santos, PhD

Jessica Farmer, MA

Joshua Danaher, MA

College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

Melanie Logue, PhD Interim Chief Nurse Administrator, Assistant Dean
Maria Quimba, MSN  Associate Dean
Tamara Wisely, FNP GNE Project Manager

DIRECTORS
Cheryl Roat, EdD  Regulation and Compliance 

Stephanie Bondeson, MBA  Academic Excellence
Kristen Bright, MSN Main Campus
Sheila Searles, MSN Arizona
Kyle I. Schoenberger, DNP New Mexico
Donna Sue Gerakos, MS  Athletic Training
John Witwer, MSN Simulation & Lab

CLINICAL LAB COORDINATORS
Karen Boyd, BSN  AT Still
Mary Fox, BSN Main
Tara Hendrix, MSN Tucson
Mary Ross, MSN SHC
Lewis Bright, MSN Boswell

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Kathryn Turk, DNP Sabine Garrett, NMD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Theresa Allison, MSN

Jennifer Billingsley, MSN

Karen Bond, MSN

Jennifer Brodie, MSN 

Jowana Clinkscales, MSN

Leta Davis, MSN

Kathleen J. Ellis, MSN

Deborah Jane Evinrude, MSN

Nicole Hairston, MSN

Tammy E. Hostetler, MSN 

Lisa Jaurigue, MSN

Elaine M. Kosik, MSN

Tujuana Land, MSN

Doris Loher Lovata, MSN

Jocelyn G. Nelms, MSN

Jennifer Nopoulous, MSN

Heidi Orehek, MSN

Lisa Orr, MSN

Anna Veronica Perez, MPH

Angela Schroedl, DNP

Valerie Simpson, MSN

Sherri L. Spicer, MSN

Michelle Stierstorfe, MSN

Vernon Thacker, PhD

Leigh Ann Tovar, MSN

Denise Turner, MSN

Virginia Villanueva,  MSN

Brandon Warner, MEd

Anne Wendt, MSN

Marilyn Yelder, MS

Roberta Christophersen, MS 

Roshan Meshkinnafas, MSN
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College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

INSTRUCTORS
Pascale Lee, MHA  Michael McKenney, MS

Florence Nightingale Pledge

In full knowledge of the obligation I am undertaking, I promise to care for the sick with all the skills 

and understanding I possess without regard for race, creed, color, politics or social status sparing 

no effort to conserve life, to alleviate suffering and to promote health.

I will respect at all times the dignity and religious belief of the patients under my care, holding in 

confidence all personal information entrusted to me and refraining from any action, which might 

endanger life or health.

I will endeavor to keep my professional knowledge and skills at the highest level and to give loyal 

support and cooperation to all members of the health team.

I will do my utmost to honor the international code of ethics applied to nursing and to uphold the 

integrity of the registered professional nurse.

Mark Wooden, PhD   Dean
Michael Sheller, PhD Assistant Dean  

 

PROFESSORS
Galyna Kufryk, PhD Neal Adam, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

INSTRUCTORS

Cindy Seminoff, MS Ramesh Velupillaimani, PhD

Russell Grubbs, PhD William Kuehl, MS

Brian Sillanpaa, MD David Tello, PhD

Debra Arford, PhD Klaus Mortensen, PhD

Luke Kanuchok, MS Mark Wireman, DC

Melissa Beddow, MS Randhir Deo, PhD

Sherlin Moses, PhD Steven Powelson, DBA

Tom McCarthy, PhD

Bernise Charlton, PhD

Tina Salata, MS 

Allen Spaulding, PhD

Cynthia Foote, PhD

Samantha Russell, PhD

Will Primack, MD

Chris Petersdinh, PhD

Lindsey Wagner, DPT

Daisy Savarirajan , PhD

David Madar, PhD

Demelash Biffa , DVM

Ilse Kramer, MEd

Michael Barton, MS

Michael Bodeen, MHPE

Rebecca Socia, MS

Ryan Melillo, DC

Sandy Bledsoe, DVM

Tiffany D. Mealman, PhD

Trevor Nordin, MS

College of Science, 
Engineering and Technology
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College of Theology

Jason Hiles, PhD   Dean
Anna Faith Smith, MDiv Assistant Dean, Associate Professor  

 

PROFESSORS
Michael Baird, PhD 

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

INSTRUCTORS

Sammy Alfaro, PhD  

Shawn Bawulski, PhD

Chad A. Bogosian, PhD 

Pete Charpentier, DMin 

Daniel Scott Diffey, PhD 

John Frederick, PhD 

James R. A. Merrick, PhD 

Jonathan Kristian Sharpe, MA

Ronald Woodworth, DRS

Brett Aaron Berger, MDiv 

Valerie De La Torre, DMin

Steven Duby, PhD

David Farbishel, DMin 

Peter Rasor, PhD

Todd J. Forrest, MA 

Numa Gomez, MDiv 

Robert Clarence Greene, MA 

Matthew Louis Hampton, MDiv 

Eric Christopher Hernando, MDiv 

Scott Eugene Hovater, PhD* 

Jeff Jibben, DMin 

Thomas John Joseph, MA 

Margaret Koontz, MDiv 

Robert Ferdinand Krise, MDiv 

Franklin Lamca, MDiv 

Hector B. Llanes, PhD 

Andrew McClurg, PhD

Andre LaMont Mooney, MDiv

Michele Renee Pasley, MA

Michael Donald Richardson, DMin

Joseph Stanley, MDiv

Ryan W. Taylor, MDiv

James Ralph Uhley, DMin

James Waddell, MDiv 

 

Doctrinal Statement
WE BELIEVE the Bible, in the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be inspired, the only infallible, true and 

authoritative Word of God.

WE BELIEVE that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe in 

God the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and Earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. For us and for our salvation He came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. Being fully 

God and perfect man He performed miracles and lived a sinless life.

WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ suffered a vicarious and atoning death through the shedding of His blood. He was 

buried and on the third day was resurrected in His body; after which He ascended to be seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

WE BELIEVE that mankind was originally created in the image and likeness of God, and free from sin. Through 

the temptation of Satan, they transgressed the command of God and fell from their original righteousness, 

whereby all people have inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are thus under condemnation. As 

soon as they are capable of moral action, they become actual transgressors.

WE BELIEVE that for salvation of lost and sinful people, the regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential. 

We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly 

life. We believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God and is worshipped and glorified with the Father and Son. He 

divinely inspired the scriptures, convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, leads Christ’s church in 

truth and is the Teacher and Comforter sent by Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE that salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone; that salvation involves the redemption of the 

whole person and is offered freely to all who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. We believe in the resurrection of both 

the saved and the lost; those who are saved unto the resurrection of the living and those who are lost unto the 

resurrection of damnation.

WE BELIEVE in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ as one holy catholic and apostolic church, 

Christ’s body and bride ministering reconciliation to a lost world. As ambassadors for the Kingdom of God and 

the church, we affirm that evangelism and engagement in societal issues are both part of our Christian duty; 

both are necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and humanity, our love for our neighbor and our obedience 

to Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE the message of salvation proclaimed by Christ’s church is an indictment upon every form of alienation, 

oppression and discrimination, denouncing evil and injustice wherever it exists by lovingly ushering in the good news 

that Christ reconciled the world to Himself.

*Online Faculty Manager
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The doctorate (from Latin, docere, to teach) was the first known 
academic degree and was granted by the University of Bologna in 
the 1100s. Originally, doctor’s and master’s degrees were almost 
synonymous, while “bachelor” referred to entering a course of 
study rather than completing a level of work.

Beginning at Harvard in 1642, American universities followed 
British traditions in both the conferring of degrees and the design 
of academic costumes or “regalia.” While some common practices 
were observed, it was not for some 200 years that a uniform code 
was established.

Regalia consists of gowns and hoods. The distinguishing marks 
of the gowns indicate the level of scholastic achievement of the 
wearer. Those who hold doctorates wear gowns that have a facing 
of velvet on the bell-shaped sleeves. While neither the master’s nor 
bachelor’s gowns have trimmings, both are distinguished by the cut 
of the sleeves. The master’s gown is noted by its long sleeve which 
drapes freely to the wrist; the bachelor’s gown has a pointed sleeve.

Hoods, designed to display the school’s colors, as well as the 
type of degree and area of study, are worn around the neck and 
flowing down the back. The color of the lining inside the hood – 
the chevron – represents the colors of the wearer’s alma mater. 
The color and width of the velvet edging on the hood indicates the 
degree and field of study.

Baccalaureate graduates of Grand Canyon University wear the 
black gown without the hood. The academic colleges are represented 
by the color of the tassels which hang from the mortarboards. Gold 
and silver cords indicate that the wearer is graduating with honors.

Faculty and staff who march in the graduation ceremonies wear 
gowns and hoods appropriate for their academic achievements. 
While not an exhaustive list, the following are some of the colors 
that may be seen on their hoods:

Vision Statement
Grand Canyon University is the premier Christian university educating people to lead and serve.

Academic Regalia

Since 1949, Grand Canyon University has been helping students 
find their purpose and achieve their potential by preparing them to 
pursue their chosen career, advance in their current career or  
re-career into a different field. As a Christian university, GCU also 
encourages students to find their purpose in Christ, with an 
emphasis on applying Christian values and ethics to their studies 
and to the workplace. 

GCU offers online and campus-based degree programs within a 
dynamic learning environment for both traditional students as well as 
working professionals. Our classes are appropriately sized for each 
content area and offer engaging interaction with classmates as well as 
individual attention from instructors who care about student success.

 

GCU is experiencing an exciting time of campus expansion that 
includes new dorms, classrooms, student recreation centers, 
parking structures and a newly upgraded 7,000-seat arena. The 
arena is home to our men’s and women’s basketball teams and 
also hosts other events such as concerts and world-renowned 
Christian speakers.

As a regionally accredited university, GCU offers the most 
experienced leadership in delivering degree programs online. 
Students work in an innovative digital classroom, connect with full-
time faculty and enjoy complete access to our vibrant Phoenix 
campus community, while studying at the times that work for their 
schedule and still enjoying a close connection with classmates via 
online discussions. For more information, visit gcu.edu  

Mission Statement
Grand Canyon University prepares learners to become global citizens, critical thinkers, 

effective communicators and responsible leaders by providing an academically 
challenging, values-based curriculum from the context of our Christian heritage.

In medieval times, a mace was a hand-to-hand combat 
weapon. In about the year 1400 A.D., a mace evolved from a 
weapon to a ceremonial instrument used by academicians in 
rituals such as commencement and inaugurations. The oldest 
known ceremonial mace was that of the Faculty of Common Law 
on University of St. Andrews in Scotland, used in 1438.

The mace is carried at the head of the procession and placed 
in a special stand, thus signifying the formal onset of the ceremony. 

GCU’s ceremonial mace is a hand-crafted walnut staff 
combined with a specially sculpted medal seal. When the Grand 

Canyon College seal was adopted in 1950, two of its major 
components were the cactus and the cross. The saguaro cactus 
rises from its desert setting to signify the intellectual opportunity 
for Grand Canyon University students, counteracting the arid 
mental state of uneducated man. The cross stands prominently 
on the horizon as a guide for spiritual enlightenment. Between the 
outer circle representing the earth and inner circle representing 
the wheel of progress, the name of the university, its location and 
the year it was chartered are inscribed. 

The University Mace

Those who hold the PhD degree may choose either the color of their 
discipline or PhD blue, a royal blue.

Arts, Letters, Humanities  ...... white

Math and Sciences  ................gold

Business  .............................. drab

Music  ....................................pink

Fine Arts .............................brown

Education  .......................light blue

Religion  ............................. scarlet

Public Health  ............. salmon pink

Public Administration .....peacock blue

Nursing  .............................apricot

The Office of Alumni Relations
Welcomes the Class of 2015 Alumni!

At Grand Canyon University, you’re a Lope for life. As you continue to pursue  

your purpose, you can still stay connected to our campus community.  

We invite you to join a local alumni chapter, where you can network with fellow GCU grads  

and stay connected to your Lope roots. We also host alumni events throughout the year  

and offer plenty of opportunities to get involved!

Don’t forget to share your stories and accomplishments, from  

career achievements to personal milestones. 

Congratulations Class of 2015!

Stay connected:
gcu.edu/alumni

facebook.com/gcualumni

gcu.edu/linkedin

twitter.com/gcualumni 

#Lope4Life


