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Commencement Keynote Speaker

ERIK WAHL
Erik Wahl, an internationally recognized 

graffiti artist, is a number-one, best-selling 

author and entrepreneur. Erik redefines the 

term “keynote speaker.” Pulling from his history 

as both a businessman and an artist, he has 

grown to become one of the most  

sought-after corporate speakers available 

today. Erik’s on-stage painting seamlessly 

becomes a visual metaphor to the core of 

his message, encouraging organizations  

toward profitability through innovations 

and superior levels of performance. His list 

of clients includes AT&T, Disney, London School of Business, Microsoft, FedEx, Exxon Mobil,  

Ernst & Young and XPrize. Erik has even been featured as a TED presenter. The responses received have 

been nothing short of incredible with standing ovations to prove it.

Erik’s best-selling business book “UNTHINK” was hailed by Forbes Magazine as THE blueprint to  

actionable creativity and by Fast Company Magazine as provocative with a purpose.

Erik’s understanding of vision was originally born in the school of disappointment. After an eight-year 

career as a partner in a corporate firm, he became frustrated by the lack of innovative thought and  

corresponding profits he saw in business. So he set out to challenge companies to change their way of 

thinking, while simultaneously pursuing his own individual passions. He rediscovered his love for art, 

and he now plays in the business world by working through his art.

In the past 10 years, he has shared his incredible message with the largest and most influential  

companies in the world, leaving behind his prized artwork as a reminder of his passion for breakthrough 

thinking. He’s the Warhol of Wall Street, the Renoir of ROI, the Picasso of Productivity, the Jobs of… well, 

having a job. 

He is Erik Wahl—graffiti artist, author, entrepreneur and philanthropist.
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Special Music

CRITICAL MASS
Vocal ensemble, Critical Mass, is a traveling ministry team that represents the music department, 

the College of Fine Arts and Production and Grand Canyon University. Members are selected through an 

annual audition open to all music majors. They perform a wide variety of all a cappella music. The 

ensemble performs on campus and is on the road throughout the year representing GCU at churches, 

schools, special events and other venues throughout Arizona.
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May he give you the desire of your heart and 
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Colangelo College of Business



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

10	 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors	 11	

Bachelor of Arts in Communication 
& Bachelor of Science in Sports 
Management

James P. Doyle** 

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Jan A. BautistaΔ

Charles Brunke
Luis E. Calderon
John M. Collard
Janel DavisΔ

Jose D. Facio
Benjamin Boaz Gayongala
Joshua M. Hind
Danielle J. LeBlanc**
Francisco D. Lemus IVΔ

Timothy C. Long***
Althea LottΔ

Amanda R. MayfieldΔ

Miguel A. Molina
Austin Morris**
Alfredo Nava
Melissa C. Radda**
Alex J. RomeroΔ

Priscilla R. SanchezΔ

Robert J. Taylor***
Samantha J. Vesperman
Adrian Villarreal
Joshuah A. Wahlers-Hinds**
Jose G. Yulfo 

Bachelor of Science in  
Business Administration

Julie A. Asister
Laura E. Benitez**
Paola Chavarria
Braddon J. Deak
Estevan Garcia
Priscilla Gonzalez
Matthew HaagΔ

Samuel J. Hamlett

Andrew Harter*
Saida O. Inzunza
Kendra R. JohnsonΔ

Mary Moldovan
Andrew Moore
Shelby G. Muth***
Stephen A. Navarrette
Ashley D. Patrick
Riley Pettis
Tia L. Taylor
James Tran**
Dylan J. Walberg
	  
Bachelor of Science in  
Business Management

Justin R. AmersonΔ

Joseph M. Barrientes***
Joseph W. Bennett
Delilah J. Calderon
Robert E. Carey***
Zakary C. Carter
Leandro Castillo
Flor S. Castro*
Victoria L. Chaffin*
Matthew B. Clark**
Hakeem Clipps*
Alia R. Coleman*
Ivan D. Contreras Leal
Casey Daniels
Devin K. Derr
Alexis Dosch***
Jaren K. Drummond**
Andrew D. Dunn
Alba M. Esquivel Cardona*
Meghan D. Fields*
Matt B. Friesen***
Jenni P. Gallegos
Joshua C. Gane*
Alex A. Garwood
Orbi J. Gonzales**
Emilee R. Haddleton***
Daniel HaightΔ

Patrick R. Hardwick*

Diego I. Hernandez-Castro*
Brennan HookΔ

Nicole K. Kleitsch**
Matthew A. Mayoral
Cindy Moctezuma 
Nadia Y. Ortega*** 
Tyler L. Owings
Brianna R. PalmaΔ

Antonio I. Ramirez**
Erika Roberg**
Haylee Rodriguez**
Taylor E. Rodriguez*
Cecilia J. Salazar
Kelly J. Schindler*
Felix Schueller◊

Jazmine A. Scroggins
Desiree R. Spencer
Joshua SurridgeΔ

Kaitlin Swanson***
Matthew A. Tobey
Natasha A. Tomlinson**
Nathan Travilla**
Bret M. Walberg
Dominique A. Wilkins

Bachelor of Science in  
Entrepreneurial Studies

James Castillo
Hannah E. Gonzalez**
Emily D. Lozano
Alexander J. Medin
Valerie PontrelliΔ

Ryan Sadowski

Bachelor of Science in  
Finance & Economics

John B. Alith
Ronie Delfin
Jacob A. Dineen*
Shelby Goss
Kevin McCoy*
Ciara C. Nolan**

Connor Piche*
Joseph Pickels
Adam Rule*
Judd StickneyΔ

Griffin J. Walker	  

Bachelor of Science in Marketing

Brianna A. Aceves*
Maria G. Contreras***
Morgan E. Davis**
Bryan A. Degrandi
Stacy A. Eaves
Zdravko Gerganoff
Linsi Hall
Baitiare R. Hernandez
Madeleyne Lozano
Emmy K. Nguyen
Natalie S. Oswari
Henry Sachs
Taryn D. Tupper
Nicole R. VaninettiΔ

Bachelor of Science in  
Marketing & Psychology

John P. Mansoor**

Bachelor of Science in Secondary 
Education & Sports Management

Jeffrey D. Frost**

Bachelor of Science in  
Sports Management

Riley C. BandelowΔ

Kellyann V. Bandin
Geoffrey S. Barnes
Kiernan BatesΔ

John Bryan
Alan R. Capistron
Alexander R. Carlson***
Samuel A. Catour

Ariel Cuevas
Cody A. Desanta
Zack T. Garcia
Ryan S. Gorney
Isaiah Hamlin
Dina Hernandez
Kristopher N. Holland
Brandon C. Knudson
Gary W. Krohn
Matthew C. Mangosing
James F. Milligan**
Thomas Moran
Erik G. Schmitke
Michael D. Shaffer
Savannah K. Smith
Craig W. Steen
Tyler T. Sundelius**
Jordan J. Turner
Lauren I. Young
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College of Education



Degree Candidates

14	 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors

Bachelor of Science in Early  
Childhood Education

Ivonne J. Aguirre*
Lindsey Brewer***
Sacoya F. Coles
Candra S. Cook◊

Victoria F. Davis**
Suzanne M. Dunn***
Jeannine M. Evans***
Stephanie D. Hudson**
Ashley R. Jaramillo***
Shannon M. Lepicier**
Abigail J. Luker
Anna R. Minor**
Kaitlyn H. Newbold
Karina N. Serrano**

Bachelor of Science in  
Educational Studies

Felicity A. Fannoh
Michael J. Hamel
April WilkensΔ

Nathan J. Zobott 

Bachelor of Science in  
Elementary Education

Alexis J. Amaro**
Haylee C. Barreras◊

Lauren D'amour***
Sarah M. Fernandez***
Janelle Gaynor***
Kelcie L. Hasper*
Shelby Hayse***
Rachel Hernandez
Cassandra G. Johnston**
Morgan R. Kunka**
Emily C. MacDonell***
Visha L. McCoy***
Gina N. Sandoval*
Colette Siroky
Kendra S. Stuart***
Tandra L. Williams**

Bachelor of Science in Elementary  
& Special Education

Sabrina M. Bouknight
Shelbi G. Carbajal◊

Shaye H. Cody***
Amberly S. Dalton*
Ashlee Deborah Davis***
Donna Edwards
Heather Gould**
Emma Kinsella◊

Samantha M. Latta◊

Lydia Mosley***
Candace J. Reyes**
Amanda M. Scoville*
Mariah F. Tarboro**
Sydney D. Tassielli**
Chelsey V. Toney***
Elaine M. Torres***
Grace M. Whitfield*

Bachelor of Science in Psychology 
& Secondary Education

Irene Contreras***

Bachelor of Science in  
Secondary Education

Kimberly Anderson
Carson R. Barton
Jenee E. Bragg***
Whitney A. Campagna
Mayra S. Diaz
Amilcar A. Esquivel**
Kristofer Franzen***
Michael A. Garcia
Iliana S. Godoy Carrillo**
Cassandra R. Harris**
Quincey M. Hocker**
Zachary T. Hoskins**
Emily D. Kaye
Micah I. Lake
Tiffany R. Loree***
Gavin O. Ludwig

Bridget C. Nicolai
Samantha M. Paiva
Kelsey R. Sanders***
Joseph B. Schafman-Kelly**
Kellie D. White***
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College of Fine Arts and Production



Degree Candidates

18	 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors

Bachelor of Arts in Dance Education

Kennia Aguirre*
Adam E. Astorga
Kanecia M. Carter
Marina N. Esposito

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design

McKenzie Baldock
Andrew S. Baughman**
Endymion T. Bragg**
Marcelo Campos
Susanna E. Crane**
Alexia S. DeLong**
Michael N. Etienne**
Deanna L. Forte**
Logan Irsik*
Bailey Lindsey◊

Armando Martinez***
Joshua Munoz**
Brett Parker**
Danielle Y. Saucedo***

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film

Raul Aguirre
Vincent Atanmo
Boyce M. Martinet*
Judy Phillips*
James M. Taves
William Wesley

Bachelor of Arts in Music

Dana Oberhansly
John L. Osorio
Jasmin Tomic

Bachelor of Arts in Music Education

Robert M. BurklandΔ

William L. Endsley
Alexandre C. Hill*

Victoria L. JamesΔ

Anthony R. J. Julian**
Ricardo J. Laborin

Bachelor of Arts in Theatre

Ryan A. Beamon*
Skye BradsherΔ

Ashley F. HallΔ

Emma Lehtinen***
Iliana C. Swartz**
Corinne E. Tachuk
Amanda R. Tonkin***
Klay T. Wandelear
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College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

22	 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors	 23

Bachelor of Arts in Christian  
Studies & English Literature

Celeste Jackson***

Bachelor of Arts in Communications

Antonio Allen II
Kristen M. ApgarΔ

Emily E. BallamΔ

Brandon A. Bonilla
Byron Brandon
Ariel A. Carrillo
Anneka L. Christensen*
Paige Ferrari**
Christina KiserΔ

Jonathan P. Lindberg*
Paul J. Loffarelli***
Keyera A. Mitchell*
Andrea L. Rodriguez Varela***
Jocelynn A. Rose
Jennifer L. SmestadΔ

McKenzie StoopsΔ

Savanna D. Wallace**
Georgia J. Willard◊ 

Bachelor of Arts in  
English Literature

Sarah A. Bledsoe
Alyssa R. Handy
Kim N. Nguyen***
Taylor N. Simpson◊ 

Bachelor of Arts in History

Mark J. Berdal
Jessica C. Sardella 

Bachelor of Arts in History for 
Secondary Education

Emmanuel Noumossie*

Bachelor of Science in Counseling

Dana K. Barnett*
Courtney A. Bartolf***
Jessica Carpenter***
Natalie M. Orozco
Justin Sjaaheim*
Ashley N. Van Bodegon 

Bachelor of Science in  
Justice Studies

Alicia AmyΔ

Alexandra Cline
Donterry Colombel
Alexandra L. Corry
Jacob P. Hall
Chavvone D. Lang*
James N. LuongΔ

Alexis V. Patterson***
Rosario Perez Quijada
Timothy R. Pollard
Margie Santibanez*
Estefana Serna**
Jasmine Villegas
Dorothy Williams*
Jordyn R. Woodke 	

Bachelor of Science in Justice Studies 
& Psychology

Bitia Noriega* 

Bachelor of Science in Justice Studies 
& Sociology

Amber C. Tatum

Bachelor of Science in Psychology

America AlcalaΔ

Maribel C. Amador*
Kezia Arterberry

Grace A. Ayon
Aunisha J. Bailey
Dylan E. BarredaΔ

Christian J. Barrie*
Emily J. Beem
Jennifer Bouchard
Sophia Briscoe***
Monica Brown
Emily J. BurkeΔ

Tamara L. Caldwell
Noelle L. CalugcuganΔ

Sydnee P. Campbell
Samantha Caran* 
Rachel A. Carrillo**
Fernanda L. Castro**
Alyssa M. Churchill**
Andrea M. Crandell*
Kelsey R. Crosby***
Taylor N. Derosia
Corey DoanΔ

Kendra L. Duryea*
Christina M. Elmer**
Erica R. Garcia
Harley D. GarciaΔ

Jessica E. Garcia
Elizabeth GilbertΔ

John Gilbert
Melissa L. Gonzalez
David HallΔ

Cheyenne A. Hedrington
Katlin S. Heine
Valeria L. Howard
Lamanda A. Jackson**
Tonie Jackson
Alyssa Lee
Christopher LucasΔ

Kaitlyn Martin
Cindy Martinez**
Danielle K. McPhillips
Kelsey D. Moss
Tiffany R. Nickeson***
Enrica M. Oliva
Raquel Perez Gonzalez***
Kelly M. Peterson*

Katy Rusk
Melinda A. SanchezΔ

Cynthia Sparks***
Elizabeth M. Steinke**
Tori Stitt
Megan Stoykovich
Gabriella M. Valdivieso*
Jaqueline Vazquez*
Carin Vierhout***
Tim R. Walker
Taylor Weber*
Timothy M. White
Samantha A. Wiese
Daniel J. Will
Darrean L. WilsonΔ

Sarah Witkop◊

Gilliene Teresa A. Yap** 

Bachelor of Science in Sociology

Caroline C. Chapman
Austin W. Covey
Hannah Covey**
Chan N. Kuoth
Krysthian LealΔ

Lateisha L. Stuckey
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College of Nursing and 
Health Care Professions



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

26	 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors	 27

Bachelor of Science in Athletic 
Training

Kirstyn A. Abeita
Reagan N. Buckner-Falduti**
Jesse T. Buel
Samuel Cornell
Jake H. Dugger*
Maranda Huff
Kellie B. Lotshaw*
Kayson M. Matela*
Abigail C. Nevitt
Jessica L. Salter***
Paul G. Sirois***
Raquel Wright 	  

Bachelor of Science in Athletic 
Training & Biology

Melanie T. Aki	  

Bachelor of Science in Health Care 
Administration

Roger J. Albarran
Nike' O. Amosun
Jennifer Andrew***
Sabina Y. Blanco
Jordan P. Fletcher***
Glenda Lopez***
Luz E. Lopez◊

Shuness E. Martin**
Stephanie J. Mathews
Storie Qayum
Kaylee H. Roberts***
Sheila A. Rozum**
Desiree'Marie C. Valle*
Genesis Verduzco***
Jaclyn Wright

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Maryam Abdishoo*
Erish Joselle B. Abuan*
Sheryl Ann Acutin**
Michele M. Adams*
Victoria A. Agyekum*

Rabiah A. Ahmed**
Bolutife O. Akinremi*
Claudia Alban*
Kathryn Ysabel A. Alcance**
Jessica Alcock*
Zoe Arthur**
Sharon M. Arthur Doherty**
Derek Ashhurst**
Maria Asuncion*
Samantha J. Ayers**
Aubry D. Baird***
Erin N. Baker
Lelav Basha*
Heather F. Belcher*
Debra Belo***
Angela Beltran***
Elizabeth A. Bergh*
Rigoberto Bernal*
Kristal M. Blanchard***
Nalleli Blevins**
Andrea Blodgett*
Katina A. Bohn***
Stephanie Booth*
Brayden Boswell
Kali Botha*
Ian Brown*
Aliah Burrows**
Ashley N. Butcher*
Celine M. Byrnes*
Kirsten Carey**
Cassandra L. Carmody*
Kelly Carter
Shauna J. Carter
Shannon R. Castrovinci***
Nancy J. Celaya
Nikolas Cervantes
Priscilla Cervantes***
Jo Annmarie S. Cesante**
Celeste A. Cesario*
Kristina Cesljar
Brittany L. Chadwick**
Mattia D. Chase***
Natasha A. Chavez*
Hosanna Chism*
Evan J. Christensen*
Valerie G. Clauss*
Brian S. Clayton*
Jamin S. Collins**

Jessica A. Connors**
Ana G. Contreras Quezada
Kaelyn A. Cooper***
Kathryn M. Crampton***
Jasmine Crisostomo**
Dorina Cristian***
Kelly A. Cronin**
Donald T. Crowley***
Seth Dagnino**
Rebecca Dague**
Sarah Dale*
Claudia G. Damanhuri*
Kim N. Dao***
Victoria De La Cruz***
Jillian H. Dejong*
Rachael Delgado**
Natalia Dent**
Brittany C. DeRose*
Sevilawongel D. Desta*
Kelsey E. Dexter***
Aman Dhami
Sierra Dominguez*
Jacquelyn L. Donovan*
Tanika R. Drake*
Jackie Dumagpi***
Dezzera R. Echesabal*
Season M. Eggleston***
Driss Elfarisse*
Rosa E. Elizondo
Rebecca A. Embry**
Ana Estrada
Allison M. Fassinger
Sarah Fentiman
Lauren Fernandez**
Kelly Ferrand*
Jamie L. Finlayson*
Andrea M. Finn
Pauline Fonseca
Brittany Forstie***
Shea L. Foster***
Elizabeth K. Fulton**
Andrea R. Garcia**
Christy M. Garrison**
Penina Gitonga*
Sandra A. Glaser*
Heather Gomez**
Janett Gonzalez*
Herman Gonzalez***

Magdalena Gonzalez*
Reyna I. Gonzalez Ramos*
Tyler J. Goodman**
Callie S. Goodnight*
Katheryn N. Gordon*
Sara Gordon**
Benjamin Graff**
Amanda Graham*
Danielle N. Grey**
Sadiqua A. Grice*
Marisa A. Guido**
Morgan R. Guilliams**
Colene L. Guzman***
Emily K. Hamm**
Lauren E. Harrell**
Denise M. Hattasch*
Makenzie S. Henderson*
Janelle L. Hernandez**
Rosie Higuera**
Robert D. Hodges*
William J. Honer**
Nicolette B. Hoyle**
Amanda L. Hunsucker**
Natalie Jimmy*
Andrew D. Jiuditta
Kristen Johannsen***
Sara R. Johnsen*
Lindsey K. Johnson*
Rebekah A. Jonas***
Arie M. Jones*
Olajumoke O. Jongbo*
Amanda C. Kajtazan*
Sean Kang**
Jennifer Kaspar**
Angela J. King***
Madison H. King
Elke R. Kohlke*
Donald C. Kraft***
Amy Kramer◊

Kellie Kuehn**
Beatrize Cresina Lalu*
Michelle K. Lamm***
Adriel Bryce V. Landicho**
Kelsey Lang**
Andrea Larscheid**
Vy Thuy T. Le**
Caitlin R. Lee**
Amber Lei*

Christina Lember***
Ashley E. Lemieux***
Elenah D. Lisignoli**
Andie D. Livingston**
Stephanie Y. Loaiza**
Kayla M. Lockard**
Rasheedah Long
Gabriela S. Lopez**
Monica Lopez-Morales**
Guadalupe Lozano*
David E. Lup***
Daniel D. Mackelprang**
Rey Jericoh P. Manalese**
Rance Manalo*
Sarah J. Mandon
Jodie S. Margolies*
Roselli Marsall**
Sheila A. Martinez
Sabrina Masih*
Rosemary Matamoros*
Jordan E. Mathews**
Brittney G. Matthews**
Brooklyn Matthews*
Stefanie B. Mausser***
Jamie L. Maxwell*
Emily L. Mayo***
April McKay**
Jeremy McPherson*
Gaspar E. Mestas**
Scarlett R. Mews*
Katja Meyer*
Diana M. Morales
Daniela S. Moreno**
Timothy D. Moss**
Jossy N. Mossle*
Apoleo J. MunozΔ

Michael A. Myers**
Jane Na*
Erica Naples***
Stephanie N. Newell***
Jennifer M. Nguyen*
Michelle K. Niehenke
Haley Nielsen*
Morgan Nielson***
Francisco Norzagaray**
Karlo Oarde**
Maritza Obregon*
Victor Ogoti

Camille Olson***
Olga Olson*
Hailey I. Orsini*
Jacquelyn A. Ortiz*
Allison R. Osugi***
Elizabeth A. Pacheco*
Michael R. Padilla**
Daniel J. Panopio** 
Matthew Patnaude*
Alexis S. Penuelas
Jayme M. Plog***
Samantha E. Price**
Sarah H. Proctor*
Silvia V. Pulliam**
Kaitlin E. Quintanilla*
Evelyn M. Raffi
Maria C. Ramos Kuhlow**
Megan Rath***
Emily H. Ravenhill*
Lexia L. Reavis***
Melissa E. Reyes***
Kiana N. Reynolds*
Talerra Rich*
Dolores H. Rivas-Martinez**
Jessica L. Rocha
Angela M. Rodriguez***
Stephanie S. Rodriguez*
Sarah N. Rohrer**
Micah R. Ruybalid**
Berenice Sanchez*
Raquel M. Sanchez**
Kayla M. Sands**
Tamra K. Sarmiento**
Katlyn M. Schaffer**
Meghan N. Scott**
Caitlin J. Semler***
Lia N. Shigematsu*
Blaire C. Sieber**
Sabrina M. Sinkler**
Jennifer M. Smith**
Ryan Smith***
Rebekah J. Smith***
Thea L. Smith**
Michael L. Spencer
Sandra A. Stille*
Iris A. Stinnett*
Sarah A. Stone**
Diana SuleymanovaΔ



Degree Candidates

28	 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors

Abigail Tayamen***
Mariah C. Teasdale**
Alexa Topper
Kimberly A. Truong*
Tasha B. Turner**
Kyndra F. Urenda**
Arlene Uriarte**
Bianca M. Urias*
Vanessa V. Valdez**
Morgan Van Iten*
Alison Visbal**
Sheila S. VnTrans**
Eric Vohs*
Sharon Voss** 
Morgan F. Waerness**
Branwyn Walker**
Jessica M. Walters
Samantha R. Walton*
Taylor M. Ward*
Aaron Welsh
Aimee White***
Sydney White**
Alexandra L. Whitney**
Lisl Whitney***
Sara E. Wojciechowski**
Marie Wrublik**
Brianna Wulff
Sophina Yazzie*
Shelby Yuen***
Jordan A. Zachry**
Natasha R. Zillman**
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College of Science, Engineering 
And Technology



Degree Candidates

32	 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors

Bachelor of Science in Biology

Leticia N. Arnold*
Araceli A. Arroyo-Flores
Jennifer M. Bailey
Arjun Bal
Brigitte Bontems**
Dillon J. Bradley*
Charlee J. Carney***
Jasmine Curry
Janet DeLeon*
Vaugn Devera
Jessica N. Deymonaz
Alan Dzhabiev***
Felyce Ellis
Megan D. Fisher**
Amber K. Gallant
Alberto Garcia Sanchez
Madelyn L. Gard***
Brandy Grant
Linh M. Hoang*
Chayse S. Jackson***
Jordan C. Johnson
Zachary W. Kelley
Dayana Ledezma Perez
Serrena E. Lee
Samuel C. Loyd
Cassandra Luna
Kristen K. McFarland
Daniel P. McGinn*
Keelan Mercer
Carisa B. Miner
Stephen J. MooreΔ

Carlos E. Navar
Rachel T. NguyenΔ

Alexa Parra Cabrera***
Alexis A. Pawlak***
Oghenebrume J. Pela
Elisa Peralta Garcia*
Mario A. Perez**
Bruce J. Ploeser***
Brent S. Porter
Megan N. Scarpulla
Courtney A. Silver*
Chaz SmithΔ

Katie R. Stumbo
Amanda N. Webb

Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science

Kyle Alexander
Lisa M. BeatyΔ

Daryl Bradley***
Esperanza J. Harper
Corinne D. Johnson*
Morgan D. MacCleary
Vincent G. Marin**
Ryan S. Mather
Paul Mehler*
D'Seanda Trotter
Silvia Tumova***
Christian Whittaker
Ramon Zambrano**

Bachelor of Science in Forensic Science

Nickolas A. Gacke**
Autumn L. Gilchriest
Conor McGuinn**
Rodrigo E. Sanchez
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College of Theology



Degree Candidates

36	 ◊ Summa cum laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa cum laude  **Magna cum laude   *Cum laude   ∆ University Honors

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Stephen Adams
Zachary S. Alexander
Deven J. Anderson
Richard L. Bills II**
Ryan P. Broushet
Robin B. Cox
Christopher Davis
Ryan A. Fields**
Jacob Hensley
Samuel M. King*
Sara R. Porter**
Andrew J. Saltz
Zach D. Sharp
Austin K. Staheli
Fernando A. Velasco-Hollinger*** 

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies 
& Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Nicole L. Amstutz***
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Cum Laude, **, 
Summa Cum Laude:

Graduation with Honors 

Undergraduates completing 60 or more hours of resident 
work at Grand Canyon University and having a grade-point 
average (GPA) of 3.4 or higher for all course work 
completed at GCU, may qualify to receive recognition: Cum 
Laude, ** or Summa Cum Laude. An undergraduate 
student’s GPA on Sept. 7, 2015, determines eligibility for 
honor cords and recognition at the  
commencement ceremony.

Transfer students may not graduate with an honor higher 
than that to which their GPA at GCU would qualify them. 
Second degree and graduate students are not eligible for honors.

Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded gold “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Ray-Maben Scholars 
 

This recognition represents the highest scholarship honor 
awarded by GCU. Criteria are established by the faculty and 
the honor is bestowed each year at graduation. The required 
criteria consist of a cumulative and GCU GPA of at least 3.9, 
with no more than 12 transferable hours.

University Honors
 

Undergraduate students who have earned less than 60 
credits of resident work at GCU and have a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher for all coursework completed 
at GCU may qualify to receive the recognition of 
University Honors. Qualified students have been 
awarded silver “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Honor/Award Descriptions

Bachelor students whose names appear in the program are candidates for the degrees listed, which will be conferred 
subject to completion of requirements.

Special Thanks

The colleges would like to acknowledge all faculty for their dedication and expertise in enabling our 

students to excel as effective future leaders. 

We’d like to say thank you to everyone who contributed, volunteered and assisted with the 

commencement ceremonies. Your hard work and support is greatly appreciated!

GRADUATES WILL RECEIVE A DIPLOMA COVER, A BIBLE AND AN ALUMNI LAPEL PIN 

AS A GIFT FROM GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY

Grand Canyon Universit y 
Academic Administration

Brian Mueller, MAEd
President and CEO

Hank Radda, PhD
Provost

Michael Berger, EdD
Dean, College of Doctoral Studies

Randy Gibb, PhD
Dean, Colangelo College of Business

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD
Dean, College of Education

Claude Pensis, MFA
Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

Sherman Elliott, PhD
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Melanie Logue, PhD
Dean, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Mark Wooden, PhD
Dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Jason Hiles, PhD
Dean, College of Theology

Jennifer Lech, PhD
Senior Vice President, Academic Affairs

Kelly Palese, MEd
Vice President, Academic Operations

Mark Alexander, MEd
Senior Vice President, Curriculum and Content Services

Antoinette Farmer, DHEd
Vice President, Institutional Effectiveness
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Col angelo College of Business

Randy Gibb, PhD	 Dean		
Allison Mason, MBA	 Assistant Dean
Brian C. Smith, PhD 	 Assistant Dean, Associate Professor 	 	
Kelly Taylor	 Academic Program Manager
Gina Hertzog, MSL	 Program Manager - Business Programs
Tom Skochinkski, MIM	 ACBSP Accreditation Specialist 	
		
PROFESSORS		
R. Kevin McClean, DPS		
		
ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS		
Donna L. DeMilia, PhD 	 Kim Maclan Donaldson, MIM
Moronke L. Oke, PhD	 David C. Perkins, DBA	
Ernest Earl Scarbrough, DBA
		
ASSISTANT PROFESSORS		
Kelly Damron, MBA	 Melissa Galloway, EdD	
Timothy Kevin Kelley, MBA	 Enrique Lopezlira, MS
Michael R. Potter, MBA	 Rick Roth, EdD
Jon Ruybalid, JD	 Krystal Slivinski, MA
Ed Slover, DM	 Elissa Torres, PhD
Paul Waterman, MBA
		
INSTRUCTORS		
Gary Robert Almy, MBA	 Marnie Davis, MBA 
Kathy Kay Decker, MBA 	 Lisa Duryee, MPA
Daniel Geivett, MBA 	 Alan Guthrie, MBA
Brian Hardy, MBA	 Allison Heather Holladay, MM
Greg Lucas, MBA*	 Chris Lyons, MBA
Daniel Wayne McIntosh, MBA	 Mark Olsen, PhD
Tanya Rountree, MM	 Shaunna Marie Waltemeyer, MBA
Jason Williams, MBA 

*Online Faculty Manager

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD	 Dean	
Debbie Rickey, PhD 	 Assistant Dean
Marjaneh Gilpatrick, EdD 	 Executive Director of Educational Outreach

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Donna Kay Hansen, PhD	 Jim Mostofo, EdD	
Karol Schmidt, EdD	 Joanna Simpson, EdD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Jena Akard, MEd	 Lisa Bernier, MEd
Julie Blair, MEd	 Paul Danuser, MEd
Meredith DeCosta, PhD 	 Rebekah Dyer, MEd 	
Brandon Juarez, MEd	 Nydia Palomino-Lee, EdD

INSTRUCTORS
Tara Armstead,  MEd	 Larena M. Barnett, MA 
Lynn Basko, MEd	 Sonya Berges, MEd 	
Rob Bjork, MEd 	 Thomas Christner, MEd	
Emil J. Cicogna, MS	 Brian Clark, MA	
Brenda Combs, EdD	 Mia Damiani, MEd	
Sheila Damiani, MEd*	 Sean Diana, MEd	
Lindsay Embree, MEd	 Christy Faux, MEd	
Kathryn M. Flavell, MA	 Leslie Foley, PhD	
Sylvia Harkins, EdD	 Jillian Hartman, MS	
William Jonathan Hintze, MA	 Richard A. Holbeck, MS**	
Candace Hughes, EdD	 Biba John, MEd
Jeri L. Jorgenson-Zwibel, MA	 Katie Kosier, MEd
David Larson, MEd	 Jeff Martin, MEd
Woody S. Mason, MEd	 Drew McBroom, MA
Crystal McCabe, MEd	 Courtney E. McGinnis, MEd/CI**
Mark Mendez, EdD	 Jamie Morris, MEd	
Angella Mundle, MEd	 Virginia Murray, MEd	
Carrie O’Donnell, MEd	 Katy Sell, MS
Katie Sprute, MEd*	 Kimber Underdown, MAT
Benjamin J. Vilkas, MEd*	 Kim Werking, MEd	
Nancy L. Winship, MA	 Renee Winter, MEd

College of Education

*Online Faculty Manager
** Online Faculty Director
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Claude Pensis, MFA	 Dean	
Juan Hernandez, DMA 	 Assistant Dean, Music
William Symington, MFA 	 Assistant Dean, Dance and Theatre

PROFESSOR
Sheila Corley, DMA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Susannah Gail Keita, MFA
Sheila Schumacher, MFA
Lisa Tervo, MFA
Rachel Velarde, DMA
Nola Yergen, MFA

INSTRUCTORS
Mark Fearey, MM
Brian Gerber, MFA
Michael John Kary, MFA
Paul Koch, MM

College of Fine Arts and Production

Sherman Elliott, EdD	 Dean	
Noe Vargas, DBH 	 Assistant Dean

PROFESSORS
William Barron, PhD 	 James Helfers, PhD
Charles Maxson, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Timothy Larkin, PhD	 Shannon Lee Schumann, PhD	
Thomas James Skeen, PhD	 Ben VanDerLinden, MS

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Joshua Danaher, MA 	 David Dean, PhD
Jessica Farmer, MA	 Jennifer Jones, MEd
Jen Santos, PhD	 Laura R. Terry, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
Elissa Abbott, MAENG	 Marti Abitheira, MEd
Christal Abron, MSPSY	 Andrea Alden, PhD
Demelash Biffa Areda, DMV	 Ruben Jacob Aroz, MA
Priscilla Bamba, PhD	 Michael Barton, MS
Brent Edward Bauman, MEd	 Jonah Beaumont, MSM
Melanie Bierenbaum, PsyD	 Steve Borga, MS
Heather Ilene Brody, MA	 Marcie Jill Burger, MC
Megan Castles, MBA	 Laura Chesniak-Phipps, PhD
Jennifer Chinn, MAENG	 Turk Ciftcikara, MEd
 Darius Cooper, PhD	 Lori Cooper, MSPSY
Renee Cooperman, PhD	 Michael Coplan, MAdmin**
Jolene Daw, MSL	 Kristen L. DiCarlo, MEd
Sarah L. Dwyer, MS	 Thomas Dyer, MEd
Marquita Elliott, MSL	 Shelley M. Evans, MS
Karin Fedorsha, MSL	 Tennille Feldbush, MA
David J. Foster, MS	 Rebecca Anne Foy, MA
Ruben V. Garcia, MEd	 Diane Goodman, PhD
Michelle J. Griego, MA	 Vallerie Hancock, MA
Kyle Hedden, MA	 Henry George Hellman, MEd
Jim Henry Higuera, MAENG	 Andrea Hogan, MSL
Elbert Hollingsworth, MEd	 Steven Hughes, MA
Samia Marie Humphrey, MEd	 Corey Nicole Hunt, MS
Valerie Elaine Ierley, MS	 Justin Ivel Johnson, MSL
Herman Johnson, MEd**	 Joan Johnson, MSL

College of Humanities and Social Sciences



44	 	 45

Tamla Johnson, MEd	 Lauren Kimberly Kelley, MS
Richard Ketchersid, PhD	 Faith MaeLee Kindel, MA
Lisa Konow, MPH	 Stefan Koukoudeas, MEd**
Denise Krupp, MA	 Julia Langdahl, PsyD
Elizabeth K. Larson, MEd	 Amanda S. Laster-Loftus, MA
Raquel Lopez, PhD	 Jessica Louis, MSPSY
Gregory William Malloy, MA	 Valentino Martinez, MA
Michael McCamy, PhD	 Courtney McGinnis, MEd*
Motoyuki Nakagome, MS	 John Nicholson, MA
MaryBeth Nipp, Med**	 Dana O'Dell, MSM
Stephanie Palenque, MAENG	 Ben Perlin, MA
Monica Maria Perrone, MEd	 Fillippo Posta, PhD
Jesse Collin Prather, MA	 Tania Radda, MFA
Noshin Rafieei, PhD	 Brian Raftery, MA
Barry Reagan, MA	 Alexis Register, MSL
Nicole J. Rhoades, MEd	 Rebecca Richey, MA
Tanya Rios, MS	 Sarah Nicole Robertson, MA
Jonathan Roeder, JD	 Keith C. Rogers, MPA
Kevin M. Salcido, MS	 Russell E Schwarz, MBA
Susan Small, MA	 Victoria Smith, PhD
Minal Somne, MA	 Nikki Marie Squire, MBA
Robert Staples, PhD	 John Paul Steele, MEd
David Steimle, MA	 Cornel Stemley, MS
Kendra Stewart, MA	 Lisa A. Tervo, MS
Russell Tiedt, MA	 Griselle Torres-Garcia, PhD
Elizabeth Valenti, PhD	 Lisa Vallejos PhD
Dorothy Vasquez-Levy, PhD	 Jan Wakefield, MAENG
Kevin Walling, JD	 Colin Witherspoon, MSPSY
Amy Wortley, MA	 Maria Zafonte, MA

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

*Online Faculty Executive Director
** Online Faculty Manager

College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Melanie Logue, PhD	 Dean
Maria Quimba, MSN 	 Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies
Lisa Smith, PhD 	 Assistant Dean, Graduate Studies
Wendy Thomson, EdD	 Executive Director, Research/Technology
Stephanie Bondeson, MBA 	 Director, Academic Excellence
Sheila Searles, MSN	 Director, Pre-Licensure Main Campus
Brandon Warner,M.Ed., AT, ATC	 Director, Athletic Training
Crystal Bowman, MSN	 Manager, Simulation & Lab
Tamara Wisely, FNP	 GNE Project Manager/FNP Lead

CLINICAL LAB COORDINATORS
Victoria Apolinar, BSN	 Main
Karen Boyd, MSN	 SHC
Lewis Bright, BSN	 Boswell
Tina Bruce-Arriaga, BSN	 New Mexico
Susie Cienfuegos, BSN	 Tucson
Vanessa Slaughter, BSN 	 AT Still

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Kathryn Turk, DNP

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Theresa Allison, MSN	 Jennifer Billingsley, MSN
Roberta Christophersen, MSN	 Jowana Clinkscales, MSN
Leta Davis, MSN	 Deborah Jane Evinrude, MSN
Lisa Jaurigue, MSN	 Elaine M. Kosik, MSN
Tujuana Land, MSN	 Rick Lloyd, MSN
Doris Loher Lovata, MSN	 Laura Mancuso, MSN
Roshan Meshkinnafas, MSN	 Heidi Orehek, MSN
Lisa Orr, MSN	 Anna Veronica Perez, MPH
Sherri L. Spicer, MSN	 Vernon Thacker, PhD
Leigh Ann Tovar, MSN	 Virginia Villanueva,  MSN
Brandon Warner, MEd	 Anne Wendt, MSN
John Witwer, MSN
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College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

INSTRUCTORS
Desiree Creekmore, MSN	 Janet Dominguez, MSN
Tammy Drewett, MSN	 Mark Eilers, MS
Lesley Ellison, MSN	 Deborah Green, MSN
Jessica Greer, BSN	 Ashley Kinder, BSN
Julie Laybourne, MSN	 Pascale Lee, MHA 
Tannia Marquez, MSN	 Michael McKenney, MS 
David Mesman, MEd 	 Susan Newton, BSN
Elizabeth Okegbile, PhD	 Robin Rogers, MSN
Charlotte Sbrega, MSN	 Linda Sharp, MSN
Ruth Skinner, MSN

College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Mark Wooden, PhD  	 Dean
Michael Sheller, PhD 	 Associate Dean
Heather Golinow, PhD	 Assistant Dean
Jon Valla, PhD	 Assistant Dean
 
PROFESSORS
Neal Adam, PhD	 Galyna Kufryk, PhD
Ramesh Velupillaimani, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Russell Grubbs, PhD	 William Kuehl, MS
Sherlin Moses, PhD	 Cindy Seminoff, MS

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Melissa Beddow, MS	 Ting Chen, PhD
Randhir Deo, PhD	 Donna Gerakos, MS
Tom McCarthy, PhD	 Klaus Mortensen, PhD
Brian Sillanpaa, MD	 David Tello, PhD
Mark Wireman, DC

INSTRUCTORS
Cory Avila, MS	 Michael Barton, MS
Demelash Biffa, DVM	 Sandy Bledsoe, DVM
Michael Bodeen, MHPE	 Randy Boyles, PhD
Bernise Charlton, PhD	 Karen Denzler, PhD
Anju Dubey, PhD	 Cynthia Foote, PhD
Gail Francis, MS	 Darien Hall, PhD
Aprill Hite, MS	 Luke Kanuchok, MS
Ilse Kramer, MEd	 David Madar, PhD
Tiffany D. Mealman, PhD	 Ryan Melillo, DC
Kathryn Meloche, PhD	 Trevor Nordin, MS
Kristin Norris, MS	 Chris Petersdinh, PhD
Steven Powelson, DBA	 Will Primack, MD
Ed Ramirez, PhD	 Samantha Russell, PhD
Tina Salata, MS	 Daisy Savarirajan, PhD
Samridhi Shrestha, PhD	 Joseph Smith, MS
Rebecca Socia, MS	 Allen Spaulding, PhD
Stephanie Stang, DC	 Mel Trombley, PhD
Lindsey Wagner, DPT
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College of Theology

Jason Hiles, PhD  	 Dean
Anna Faith Smith, MDiv	 Assistant Dean, Associate Professor	  
 
ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Sammy Alfaro, PhD 	 Shawn Bawulski, PhD
Pete Charpentier, DMin	 Daniel Scott Diffey, PhD
John Frederick, PhD 	 Mark Kreitzer, PhD
Jonathan Kristian Sharpe, MA	 Steve Sherman, PhD
Ronald Woodworth, DRS

INSTRUCTORS
Brett Aaron Berger, MDiv*	 Ryan Brandt, PhD
Manny Cota, MA	 Steven Duby, PhD	
David Farbishel, DMin 	 Todd J. Forrest, MA 	
Numa Gomez, MDiv 	 Robert Clarence Greene, MA 	
Joshua Greever, PhD	 Matthew Louis Hampton, MDiv 	
Eric Christopher Hernando, MDiv 	 Scott Eugene Hovater, PhD* 	
Jeff Jibben, DMin 	 Thomas John Joseph, MA 	
Margaret Koontz, MDiv 	 Robert Ferdinand Krise, MDiv 	
Franklin Lamca, MDiv 	 Hector B. Llanes, PhD	
Andrew McClurg, PhD	 Justin McLendon, PhD
Andre LaMont Mooney, MDiv	 Gary Osmundsen, PhD	
Michele Renee Pasley, MA	 Peter Rasor, PhD	
Michael Donald Richardson, DMin	 Joseph Stanley, MDiv	
Valerie De La Torre, DMin	 James Ralph Uhley, DMin	
James Waddell, MDiv
*Online Faculty Manager

Doctrinal Statement

WE BELIEVE the Bible, in the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be inspired, the only infallible, true and authoritative 
Word of God.

WE BELIEVE that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe in God 
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and Earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. For us and for our salvation He came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. Being fully God and perfect man 
He performed miracles and lived a sinless life.

WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ suffered a vicarious and atoning death through the shedding of His blood. He was buried and 
on the third day was resurrected in His body; after which He ascended to be seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

WE BELIEVE that mankind was originally created in the image and likeness of God, and free from sin. Through the 
temptation of Satan, they transgressed the command of God and fell from their original righteousness, whereby all 
people have inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are thus under condemnation. As soon as they are 
capable of moral action, they become actual transgressors.

WE BELIEVE that for salvation of lost and sinful people, the regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential. We 
believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly life. We 
believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God and is worshipped and glorified with the Father and Son. He divinely inspired the 
scriptures, convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, leads Christ’s church in truth and is the Teacher and 
Comforter sent by Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE that salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone; that salvation involves the redemption of the whole 
person and is offered freely to all who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. We believe in the resurrection of both the saved 
and the lost; those who are saved unto the resurrection of the living and those who are lost unto the resurrection of 
damnation.

WE BELIEVE in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ as one holy catholic and apostolic church, 
Christ’s body and bride ministering reconciliation to a lost world. As ambassadors for the Kingdom of God and the 
church, we affirm that evangelism and engagement in societal issues are both part of our Christian duty; both are 
necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and humanity, our love for our neighbor and our obedience to Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE the message of salvation proclaimed by Christ’s church is an indictment upon every form of alienation, oppres-
sion and discrimination, denouncing evil and injustice wherever it exists by lovingly ushering in the good news that Christ 
reconciled the world to Himself.
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The doctorate (from Latin, docere, to teach) was the first known 
academic degree and was granted by the University of Bologna in 
the 1100s. Originally, doctor’s and master’s degrees were almost 
synonymous, while “bachelor” referred to entering a course of study 
rather than completing a level of work.

Beginning at Harvard in 1642, American universities followed 
British traditions in both the conferring of degrees and the design of 
academic costumes or “regalia.” While some common practices were 
observed, it was not for some 200 years that a uniform code was 
established.

Regalia consists of gowns and hoods. The distinguishing marks of 
the gowns indicate the level of scholastic achievement of the wearer. 
Those who hold doctorates wear gowns that have a facing of velvet 
on the bell-shaped sleeves. While neither the master’s nor bachelor’s 
gowns have trimmings, both are distinguished by the cut of the sleeves. 
The master’s gown is noted by its long sleeve which drapes freely to the 
wrist; the bachelor’s gown has a pointed sleeve.

Hoods, designed to display the school’s colors, as well as the type 
of degree and area of study, are worn around the neck and flowing 
down the back. The color of the lining inside the hood – the chevron 
– represents the colors of the wearer’s alma mater. The color and 
width of the velvet edging on the hood indicates the degree and field 
of study.

Baccalaureate graduates of Grand Canyon University wear the black 
gown without the hood. The academic colleges are represented by the 
color of the tassels which hang from the mortarboards. Gold and silver 
cords indicate that the wearer is graduating with honors.

Faculty and staff who march in the graduation ceremonies wear 
gowns and hoods appropriate for their academic achievements. While 
not an exhaustive list, the following are some of the colors that may be 
seen on their hoods:

Vision Statement
Grand Canyon University is the premier Christian university educating people to lead and serve.

Academic Regalia

Since 1949, Grand Canyon University has been helping students 
find their purpose and achieve their potential by preparing them to 
pursue their chosen career, advance in their current career or  
re-career into a different field. As a Christian university, GCU also 
encourages students to find their purpose in Christ, with an emphasis 
on applying Christian values and ethics to their studies and to the 
workplace. 

GCU offers online and campus-based degree programs within a 
dynamic learning environment for both traditional students as well as 
working professionals. Our classes are appropriately sized for each 
content area and offer engaging interaction with classmates as well as 
individual attention from instructors who care about student success.

 

GCU is experiencing an exciting time of campus expansion that 
includes new dorms, classrooms, student recreation centers, 
parking structures and a newly upgraded 7,000-seat arena. The 
arena is home to our men’s and women’s basketball teams and also 
hosts other events such as concerts and world-renowned Christian 
speakers.

As a regionally accredited university, GCU offers the most 
experienced leadership in delivering degree programs online. 
Students work in an innovative digital classroom, connect with full-
time faculty and enjoy complete access to our vibrant Phoenix campus 
community, while studying at the times that work for their schedule 
and still enjoying a close connection with classmates via online 
discussions. For more information, visit gcu.edu  

Mission Statement
Grand Canyon University prepares learners to become global citizens, critical thinkers, 

effective communicators and responsible leaders by providing an academically 
challenging, values-based curriculum from the context of our Christian heritage.

In medieval times, a mace was a hand-to-hand combat weapon. 
In about the year 1400 A.D., a mace evolved from a weapon to a 
ceremonial instrument used by academicians in rituals such as 
commencement and inaugurations. The oldest known ceremonial 
mace was that of the Faculty of Common Law on University of St. 
Andrews in Scotland, used in 1438.

The mace is carried at the head of the procession and placed in a 
special stand, thus signifying the formal onset of the ceremony. 

GCU’s ceremonial mace is a hand-crafted walnut staff combined 
with a specially sculpted medal seal. When the Grand Canyon College 

seal was adopted in 1950, two of its major components were the 
cactus and the cross. The saguaro cactus rises from its desert 
setting to signify the intellectual opportunity for Grand Canyon 
University students, counteracting the arid mental state of 
uneducated man. The cross stands prominently on the horizon as a 
guide for spiritual enlightenment. Between the outer circle 
representing the earth and inner circle representing the wheel of 
progress, the name of the university, its location and the year it was 
chartered are inscribed. 

The University Mace

Arts, Letters, Humanities ...........white

Math and Sciences .......................gold

Business .......................................drab

Music .............................................pink

Fine Arts ....................................brown

Education ............................. light blue

Religion .................................... scarlet

Public Health ....................salmon pink

Public Administration ..........peacock blue

Nursing ....................................apricot

The Office of Alumni Relations

Welcomes the Class of 2015 Alumni!

At Grand Canyon University, you’re a Lope for life. As you continue to pursue  

your purpose, you can still stay connected to our campus community.  

We invite you to join a local alumni chapter, where you can network with fellow GCU grads  

and stay connected to your Lope roots. We also host alumni events throughout the year  

and offer plenty of opportunities to get involved!

Don’t forget to share your stories and accomplishments, from  

career achievements to personal milestones. 

Congratulations Class of 2015!

Stay connected:
gcu.edu/alumni

facebook.com/gcualumni

gcu.edu/linkedin

twitter.com/gcualumni 

#Lope4Life


