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Commencement 2016 “Find Your Purpose”
Dec. 16, 2016

2 pm 
Colangelo College of Business, College of Education, College of Fine Arts and Production,  

College of Humanities and Social Sciences, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions,  

College of Science, Engineering and Technology and College of Theology

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
	 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
	 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
	 Recorded by GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM
	 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD
	 Vice President of Student Affairs
	 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
	 Brian Mueller, MAEd
	 President and CEO, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
	 Mark Schulman 
	 Musician, Music Producer, Trained Audio Engineer, Studio Co-owner and Cancer Survivor

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE PLEDGE (pg. 38)

STUDENT SPEAKER
Kaylee Caudill
Bachelor of Science in Biology
College of Science, Engineering and Technology

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2016
Slate Herman
ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
	 Hank Radda, PhD
	 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION

	 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES

Administrator
Highlight
please add under:
For our Nursing Students
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Commencement Keynote Speaker

MARK SCHULMAN
Packed with energy and 

charisma, Mark Schulman presents 

highly-educational and business-

valued programs with transformative 

takeaways - all disguised as a rock 

show! Mark uses music and his 

personal stories from his experience 

as a drummer for world-class rock 

and pop artists as a metaphor to 

break through barriers to reach 

optimum, sustained and confident 

performance in all industries. Mark 

incorporates multimedia and drum 

performances to describe, explain, 

enhance and captivate the audience. Audiences learn concepts to inspire individual and team 

growth professionally and personally. What makes Mark different is that his presentations 

have live drumming, interactive performances and compelling stories from his experiences 

playing with P!NK, Billy Idol, Foreigner, Cher and other world-class artists. Mark invigorates 

his audiences with world-class entertainment, road stories and core concepts that give them 

the blueprint to confident peak performance in their lives.
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Special Music

CRITICAL MASS
Vocal ensemble, Critical Mass, is a traveling ministry team that represents the music 

department, the College of Fine Arts and Production and Grand Canyon University. Members 

are selected through an annual audition open to all music majors. They perform a wide 

variety of all a cappella music. The ensemble performs on campus and is on the road 

throughout the year representing GCU at churches, schools, special events and other 

venues throughout Arizona.
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May he give you the desire of your heart and 
make all your plans succeed. 

–Psalm 20:4
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Col angelo College of Business



Degree Candidates

10  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Communication  
and Bachelor of Science in  
Sports Management

Joshua Hauser***

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Celia BarreraΔ

Megan M. BurnsΔ

Devin A. Chavez
Irakoze Daly
Megan Farinella
Jessica Frederick
Edward B. Greenland
Aaron Henry
Rho La
Sara A. Landeros Barroso*
Miranda L. Lebron***
Randy C. MartinΔ

Jarrod L. May**
Braeley McNamara**
Dennis G. MorganΔ

Morgan O'Neal*
Zachary Palik
Christian J. Reyes**
Todd Ricklefs
Edith Romero
Emil P. Romero
Jonathon M. Ross
Maria G. RubioΔ

Ricardo Ruelas
Sara L. SanchezΔ

Dominick J. Sardella***
Rehnuma Shajid
Natalie J. Tardy†***
Daniel Trueblood
Mark C. Young

Bachelor of Science in  
Business Administration

Mayra Aboytes Ponce
George A. Almajan
Eduardo Alvarez
Maria P. Arteaga-Riano
Cole Atchison*
Rebecca L. Beeler
Nolan R. Belone**
Edward C. Brinson
Ashley N. Carter*

Elizabeth B. Cody
Trish Do
Eddie Flores*
Daniel P. Friedlander
Alysha Leigh Ingram
Damian C. Loveland**
Arantxa A. Moreno-Armas◊

Cullen K. Mosher
Dylan Murphy†***
Gabriel A. PerdomoΔ

Alely Ponce-Moreno
Timothy P. RemickΔ

Karisia R. Santana
Fuyuan Shi
Tiffany R. Surina**
Marlee K. Takata
Audrey L. Taylor**
Jean Pierre L. Torres†*
Jerry Travis***
Kristian Z. Valenzuela
Diana Villalobos**

Bachelor of Science in  
Business Management

Lesley M. AcevedoΔ

Ignacio Andrade
Megan A. Ask***
Mary E. Auxier**
Destiny Azbill***
Alexandrea Beckham◊

Jake S. Beideman
Adrian Chavolla
Mikel W. Church**
John C. DeBus***
Dane L. DeLand
Jennifer L. Estrada†◊

Erica GarciaΔ

Bryan D. Gilmore**
Mario Hernandez-Castro
Emanuel R. Istrate
Wesley M. Johnson
Michael Kayser
Trevor W. Knotts***
Gunnar Kupfer
Christine LaClairΔ

Haley M. Layman
Valentin Lechuga
Kaitlin D. Lockwood***
Baltazar Lopez
Roman Makovey**
Sagirah A. Mathews-Bennett
Joshua R. McLemore†◊

Marcus T. Molina
Jasmine Moore*
Ricky Morse***
Nicole K. Mumm
Alec Nichols
Alexander J. Nigh
Erlinda C. Obregon
Jasmine Ortega
Zach Ramirez
Joshua R. Rodriguez◊

Logan V. Romero
Evan D. Samuelsen*
Dominic T. Savio***
Grace L. Sherman†***
Christian Simpson*
Adrian Solchaga
Timothy J. Sparks**
Imke Standbridge*
Dalton D. SteppΔ

Clifford Tubbs
Taylor S. WatersΔ

Danielle N. Way**
Alyssa White
Bryant Wood
Kadie L. Zinke

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Management and Psychology

Abril Marentes Lavis*

Bachelor of Science in 
Entrepreneurial Studies

Caleb J. Callaway
Levi J. Conlow
Ashley B. Gastineau
Melissa E. Hilker***
Chad J. Kribs***
Adam MagnussonΔ

Bryceton A. Markoski
Aldair Munoz
Daquan O'Neil
Timothy J. Parrish
Mark Picchione**
Shawn Rodriguez-Brown

Administrator
Highlight
COMPLETE: re-alphabetized



Degree Candidates

◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College  11

Bachelor of Science in  
Finance and Economics

Xiomara G. Alegria Trinidad†**
Roberto Arciniega***
Jordyn BeechamΔ

Hillary E. Blair
Alexander B. Carlson*
Nikola CuicΔ

Hailey Davis***
Mazen M. Elkamash***
Youssef M. Elkamash◊

Ethan C. Evanko*
Bradley T. Gibbons
Alec HolzerΔ

Tan V. Huynh
Frank K. Ngoga
Timothy Oakes
Oscar A. Ordonez
Sandra PasillasΔ

John Randolph
Brandon L. Schneider
Thomas K. Sertich
Grant P. Starkey**
Timothy J. SuttonΔ

Adrienne Teshima**
Charatta Thongbai
Connor Traut
Britni Wilcox
Joumiao Yeh

Bachelor of Science in Marketing

Samuel Adams†*
Alyssa N. BacaΔ

Carly Bonar
Christopher Brown
Brianna J. Buchholz***
Chad Carpenter
Tyler HalvorsonΔ

Luke I. Herda***
Vincent Indelicato†

Koray Karakas
Zachary D. Kuykendall**
Michele McDonald
Katelyn S. McLernon
Cinthia Monge†**
Angelica E. Northup
Sebastian ObandoΔ

Shelby Pitta***
Glenn S. Posse
Callum J. RichmanΔ

Josh J. Ripley***
Cory R. Sharkey**
Morgan C. Short*
Adria V. Stevenson**
Austin P. Urlocker
Jessica M. Wagner
Dustin J. Wofford

Bachelor of Science in  
Marketing and Sociology

Dorothy E. Nelson***

Bachelor of Science  
in Sports Management

Joshua Basulto*
Kiara Clark
Kohl T. Conway
Andrew Davidson
Alexandria R. Flores*
Ignacio Gallegos III
Mallory A. Hawkins*
Brandon D. Hernandez Hollis
Mitchell A. Holmes
Andrew J. Hudgins**
Brenna L. JessenΔ

Jared P. Kaniho*
Jordan J. Knight
Andrew Knight*
Ethan W. Leaman
Austin J. Leeser
Troy R. Meseroll
Amie Milholland
Austin D. MosherΔ

Tanner Myers**
Zachery Nolte
Derek Peck
Justin C. Peterson**
Christian N. Recinos
Mia M. Sakasegawa*
Kelsie E. Sanborn
Anthony G. Trevino
David Weaver

Administrator
Highlight
COMPLETE: addition
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College of Education



Degree Candidates

14  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Science in Early 
Childhood Education

Miriam Abarca**
Shanti M. Anderson**
Geornisha M. Epps
Adarah K. Fujita***
Julia R. Harper
Megan V. Henry**
Brooke N. Hogle
Ruth V. Mendez*
Lauren R. Paszko***
Makayla A. Pixler**
Christina D. Swain**
Taylor M. Trueblood***
Brittani White

Bachelor of Science in  
Educational Studies

Melissa Abouchabki***
Sarah C. Givens***

Bachelor of Science in  
Elementary Education

Kendall M. Anderson***
Kristin D. Baker
Katie E. Baron◊

Jena N. Bedard*
Brianna M. Bettendorf**
Hayley M. Bradley***
Marysita Brown**
Brianna A. Burk*
Kelli J. M. Buzzini
Brittany D. Calkins
Diana Colorado
Jocelyn Dominguez-Bocardo
Stephen X. Gabaldon*
Chantel C. Gray*
Jessica H. Hill
Sydney Knight†***
Julene Koenig***
Marlena R. Kolste***
Jordan A. Krueger***
Hunter D. Lines**
Mariela Lopez
Eriberto Martinez
Valerie Y. Morales
Amanda Morari*
Nuria F. Mosqueda*

Gabriela Nunez**
Nicole M. Pleet***
Rebecca J. Ponce◊

MacKenzie A. Ramirez*
Tabitha Ramirez**
Elisa Ribeiro**
Jazmyn D. Rivers
Morgan A. Smith◊

Emma C. Thorpe**
Summer D. Timberlake***
Jenna P. Van Stelle***
Taylor J. Way***
Justin Willey***

Bachelor of Science in Elementary 
Education and Special Education

Anahis Bazua Oros***
Ryan D. Connor***
Grace E. Fawcett*
Kaili A. Galbraith**
Whitney H. Goans**
Eddika C. Grajeda*
Lisa Kampenga**
Katelynn M. Kelley◊

Lauryn Metje***
Allyanna M. Panganiban***
Kayla J. Perry
Courtney L. Rafanan***
Jasmine Ross***
Emily A. Shnorhokian***
Maritza A. Tuttle
Nicole Wisner
Cassondra L. Wonner**
Kylie N. Zaslove***

Bachelor of Science in  
Secondary Education

Judith A. Arias
Jordanne L. Bader*
Lindsay K. Bledsoe***
Cheyenne C. Contreras◊

Darice L. Copley
Jessica R. DeYoung**
Chris C. Evanello**
Britta Y. Gaaf***
Jessica R. Galaz***
Ashlee M. Harms***
Tiffany C. Kepney
Brooke A. Kivi***
Alejandro Lucero

Macie D. Moyer
Taylor L. Osio**
Nicole J. Pais**
Daniel R. Ramirez
Andrew M. Rasmussen**
Jessica C. Reed*
Isaac J. Sedillos
Esperanza E. Sesteaga***
Sydni A. Ward**
Steven A. Weigelt
Holly M. Woodward***
Rebekah G. Young***

Administrator
Highlight
COMPLETE: re-alphabetized


Administrator
Highlight
COMPLETE: updated from Judith A. Arias-Sotelo
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College of Fine Arts 
and Production



Degree Candidates

16  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Communications 
and Digital Film

Janet Garcia Trujillo**

Bachelor of Arts in Dance Education

Carla Guerrero*
Amber Linton*

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design

Leah M. Atkinson*
Matthew Baxter◊

Brandon Crawford**
Samantha A. Gilmore*
Brittany A. Greene***
Taylor Henning**
Michael A. Neely◊

Kade Thurman*

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film

Richard A. Adair
Brittany M. Benge
Brandon Buckingham
Michael D. Capra**
Laura E. Donohue*
Calen J. Fitzsimmons***
Mallory E. Hector*
Alyssa M. Jenson***
Adalberto Lopez***
Tawnie S. D. Morris
Roberto A. Ruiz

Bachelor of Arts in Music

Catherine Rehbock

Bachelor of Arts in Music Education

Travis J. Larson
Peter J. Verdugo

Bachelor of Arts in Theatre

Christian B. Boyett*
Rachel A. Callahan**
Madeline M. Santana†**
Rebekah Vice*
Brenna J. Warren***
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College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences



Degree Candidates

18  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies 
and Communications

Emmett J. Foster◊

Bachelor of Arts in Communications

Lauren Abraham***
Alexis D. Becker***
Samantha Brewer***
Ernest T. Cabrera
Julieh C. Clark
Keturah G. Cox
Wesley N. Fagundes
Lindsey Farmer
Shana M. Jastrab
Karissa D. Kirkle**
Sean T. Kocmoud◊

Joanna M. Lagunas
Ashley T. Manly
Joseph T. May*
Ambrosia Mitchell
Nicolas J. Mondragon
Justin T. Owens*
Jhannyn P. Rivera**
Taler R. Stanton
Christopher Tischmacher
Jamie Townsend◊

Carissa Wawrzyniak†Δ

Brent D. Williams
Kayleen E. Workman
Hero WyczalekΔ

Bachelor of Arts in  
Communications and History

Cassidy Rich***

Bachelor of Arts in English Literature

Jared C. Dew
Alyssa R. Handy
Whitney L. Hatfield
Hannah Stewart***

Bachelor of Arts in Government

Kaitlyn A. NelsonΔ

Tafadzwa SemwayoΔ

Bachelor of Arts in History

Matthew Garcia***
Jeffrey M. Licano†***
Francisco E. Lira
Jeremy C. Paul*

Bachelor of Arts in History for 
Secondary Education

Adam B. Finnefrock***
Jason W. Fleming

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Management and Justice Studies

Lacey C. Long**

Bachelor of Science in Counseling

Brenna Alexander***
Vanessa C. Green*
Amanda B. Hine
Christopher M. Lengyel
Marlene Lopez
Alyssa P. Lounsberry
Brandon W. McCarthy**
Cinthia A. Montes
Elizabeth A. Pirelli
Ashley Smith***
Maria D. Soper
Vanessa M. Torres*
Shelby T. Wallace
Samantha P. Watson***

Bachelor of Science in  
Justice Studies

Jordan R. Angus***
Daniela Avila
Marshalle Berge**
Brandon N. Cutler
Sarah C. Dunston**
Taylor M. Dyson**
Michelle Gaeta*
Mia N. Jones
Kevin Llamas
Damaris Madueno
Rulin R. Mariano
Edwin Medina

Alicia L. Moser
Carlos Murrieta
Lashawn L. Reese*
Miranda Rodriguez
Edgar Ruvalcaba-Gonzalez*
Carlos F. Vargas

Bachelor of Science in Justice 
Studies and Psychology

Angel E. Camacho*
Brenda B. Lara†**

Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Krysta B. Aitken**
Alyssa Aragon
Courtney Bishop
Misty L. Black
Yamilka Y. Borquez***
Lauren A. Bovio◊

Marisa L. Bovio◊

Vanessa Braunstein◊

Alexandria M. Brooks*
Anthony W. Cartagine
Mariecarmen Cazarez
Khadijah E. Daniels*
Debbie N. Delgado
Kassandra A. Eastin**
Kiminera Eastman**
Alaila M. Eckhardt***
Kathryn P. Erickson***
Samuel W. Fillingame
Chalea C. Freeman
Helene Fuentes**
Candace L. Gardner**
Madeleine R. Grove**
Martha B. Guadalupe-Vuelvas
Jacqueline M. Jennings***
Janette A. JoslinΔ

Sara Kastrati
Ryan D. Kutsch**
Megan M. LarkinΔ

Sasha-Gaye D. Marston
Danielle May**
Steven Meythaler***
Makenzie L. Middleton◊

Alondra G. Millan**
Rebecca M. Nelson
Oscar Nevarez-Estrada**
Victoria R. Nunez
Cassandra PerezΔ



Degree Candidates

◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College  19

Mary E. Petree
Elena M. Quihuis***
Wareen Razooqy
Alexis Reda**
Jaclyn D. Ringgenberg*
Sonia P. Rodriguez
Hannah E. Salazar◊

Emily M. Salyer
Corrin SchweerΔ

Alyssa J. Shinkle◊

Malinda A. ShippΔ

Sydney L. Stacy*
Kimberly A. Steinhart*
Rachel B. Sudyka*
Kyle R. Talen
Maranda Taylor
Darrian Thomas
Miriam J. Urrea*
Paul J. WatkinsΔ

Mikayla R. Wrolstad◊

Nicole E. Zamiski***

Bachelor of Science in  
Psychology and Sociology

Vincent C. Gomez
Korrina R. Wendt◊

Bachelor of Science in Sociology

Tiffany M. Bunnell*
Francisco R. Burch
Juan Castillo***
Mckenna CrimminsΔ

Chloe G. Finnigan***
Zac Hyzdu
Krystal M. LetourneauΔ

Antonio Ortiz
Erika M. Rodriguez
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College of Nursing and 
Health Care Professions



Degree Candidates

22  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Science in  
Athletic Training

Matthew Brewer***
Jessica R. Bridgeman
Fernanda Bueno**
Jasmine Buirse
Corian Dennis
Shannon R. Harms
Aubrie A. Jaime**
Natalie M. Martos*
Raeanna Osorio
Lexus Pickett◊

Tonja A. Polack***
Jaime Jose G. Rodriquez
Ali M. Shreeve
Jacob A. Wright

Bachelor of Science in Athletic 
Training and Exercise Science

Jhun Delle G. Ventura

Bachelor of Science in  
Health Care Administration

Berenice Chao
Maria G. Chavez***
Kimberly J. Cisneros
Yaneth N. Diaz*
Alexa M. Elstad
Karen M. Escutia
Helena R. Falcone*
Fresia Gomez**
Rosilyn J. Handy*
Shanelle B. Haskins*
Kamique Hutchinson**
Marissa A. Jauregui**
Erika Jimenez-Hernandez
Sarah E. Lane*
Marina A. Llorens*
Krystle Camille N. Lorzano***
Daniel Mgerdichian***
Carmen A. Miranda
Margarita Montoya
Ashley M. Nunez
Tessa M. Parks**
Samantha G. Picone◊

Francisco Quijada**
Taylor J. Rasor
Kady S. Riden

Kimberly Segovia
Lauren C. Torres**
Ruby Vasquez*
Kaitlyn M. Williams†***
Taylor E. Winton**
Taylor M. Young

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Salmeh Abdolkhaleghi**
Jenifer A. Acero-Mercado*
Brooke E. Adam**
Corby Alaniz***
Tiana R. Andersen
Julia M. Anderson*
Kendal S. Anderson*
Alisha Apadana*
Holly K. Arias*
Moriah R. Arthur
Sandra Ascencio*
Ryan B. Asistin◊

Jessi L. Atkins***
Montana E. Augustine*
Natalie Aviles*
Nicole C. Ayers*
Betty N. Baazing-Yeng
Andrew Babbitt**
Rashin Badiei**
Kristina M. Barker*
Mohamed H. Barry**
Alyssa R. Bartusek*
Nastassia B. Becenti**
Corinne Belbe*
Caitlyn S. Bell**
Austin T. Blum**
Sara A. Boice◊

Tiffany Bond
Anika M. Bousema**
Catherine S. Brady
Harrison J. Brennan*
Pamela M. Brittingham**
Logan E. Brown*
Katherine M. Brubaker
Chad Brunet*
Marisela Buczkowski
Sarah E. Burns**
Chelsea C. Calderon**
Kirleska S. Canahui***
Luke P. Carbonella*
Esther Carlson†**
Alyssa R. Casey
Chelsea Casey**

Chelsea L. Castaneda*
Mariela C. Castro-Gonzalez
Amanda Catuna
Marley M. Ceja***
Amanda L. Chan*
Judith A. Chappel*
Jovana A. Chavez
Natasha A. Chavez
Jennifer M. Coates**
Maybelle Joy V. Concepcion**
Ethel J. Concepcion*
London Congdon***
Diane Cordova
Cassandra D. Cottrell
Addy M. Couch*
Destiny S. Cumbie**
Patricia Czechowicz***
Lauren V. Dahlstedt*
Tatiana E. Deering*
Coleya K. Dennis*
Kristin M. Depatti***
Marissa R. Devries**
Megan J. Dietrich**
Melanie A. Douglas**
Michelle K. Doyle**
Alieset B. Edwards
Jessica Eggers***
Abigail J. English***
Caitlin Evans***
Sara K. Farrar*
Andrea M. Finn
Kayla A. Fiser
Caroline A. Floring
Michael Fogle**
Britney Fonseca*
Renea Fontes***
Savanna B. Foster***
Nicholas John U. Freitas
Aunamelissa Gaddam†***
Brianna Gallegos***
Katherine M. Garcia***
Bianka Garcia*
Jazmine Garcia
Caitlin N. Garfin**
Andrew C. Garver*
Megan L. Gillespie**
Kyria C. Goertzen*
Rebekah M. Golling**
Kennedy P. Goode*
Mallory R. Goodell
Heather Goswitz*
Lauren Graves**
Katherine C. Green*
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◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College  23

Kayla M. Green**
Megan E. Griggs*
Joseph S. Guerrero**
Samantha T. Gumm*
Claudia Gutierrez**
Allison B. Heisey*
Megan R. Heller*
Brianne Hennigan*
Joseth A. Hermosillo***
Matthew P. Hernandez**
Aspen A. Higgs†*
Taylor M. Hoerr***
Melinda J. Hoffman*
Ryan Honomichl*
Jack R. Hooker
Sidney Huber**
Kierney M. Hutter***
Yutheavy T. In*
Ashley N. Inman◊

Amy M. Jennings
Tamara S. Jimenez**
Brice M. Johnson*
Joe I. Johnson III
Anne E. Jordan**
Christine K. Kato-McCalla*
Katelyn I. Kennedy**
Colin M. Kim**
Ashton R. Kirkman***
Brenna J. Kizzar*
Kaitlin M. Klem**
Krista J. Konves*
Kallie A. Koontz**
Courtney A. Krahn**
Kassidy Kyle◊

Lydia Y. Labrada
Katherine A. Lamca*
Lindsey A. Larson**
Lexis M. Lazar*
Kristen J. LeCompte***
Ellena D. Lee*
Alyssa N. Lloyd◊

Nadiya Lobanova**
Alexis Loera*
Maritza Lopez**
Olivia M. Lorenzini**
Cassandra Lovato**
Nicolle B. Lupea**
Madeline R. Lynch*
Kayla N. MacArthur*
Kelcie D. MacKenzie**
Mayrely Maldonado**
Jentrie M. Maner**
Yancy Mansoor*

Brandi M. Marek*
Shelby K. Marquez**
Olga Marquez**
Selyse Marquez***
Rachel J. Martin**
Melinda Martinez
Kayla A. McAlister**
Gabriella R. McCormick**
Lani L. McNutt*
Matthew J. Meltreger*
Stacy Mendoza
Mariah T. Meredith**
Amy C. Miller*
Andi D. Miller*
Alyssa Miller*
Mandy M. Monks*
Lauren K. Moore***
Rebecca L. Moore***
Kevin M. Morgan**
Chelsea J. Mune*
Taylor J. Murphy*
Kemrie L. Nash***
Janelle Nelson**
Leah Ngan***
Megan A. Nicolazzo***
Katheryn N. Ojeda**
Janelle M. Olesen*
Nelda Oliver**
Mariana Ontiveros***
Celeste D. Ornelas*
Kenneth Owens***
Lauren N. Padilla**
Mandrelle R. Padilla**
Jessica Padilla
Arianna Pakzadeh
Hailey Palmer**
Adam V. Panyko*
Marlene Patterson***
Alex Pavone**
Ann-Julee E. Payne***
Cameron M. Perez
Kristi R. Perez*
Sara S. Perry*
Areya Petchtone*
Robert D. Phillips
Catherine A. Pinkerton†◊

Bethany J. Poirier***
Michael Porter
Marceleen A. Prevatil**
Ivan Puga
Patricia A. Quitangon**
Martha J. Ramos*
Amanda Rascon*

Matthew Reese*
Robbyhsielle G. Reyes**
Ashley M. Rhodus*
Megan E. Richardson**
Christina K. Rippenkroeger*
Averi G. Rogers**
Julieta Rosales
Ciara B. Rosholt***
Brittany Runice**
Elle Ryan**
Raquel Salazar**
Janell R. Samano***
Darlene Sarracino**
Art K. Schertz*
Patrick Schobinger***
Tarah D. Seifert**
Kelsey Sharp**
Destiny A. Shelton**
Tyler S. Sherck
Samantha L. Shotwell**
Emily D. Sillanpaa*
Deanna R. Simmons
Emily E. Smith**
Katie M. Smith*
Monika Soltysik**
Jonathan Spoon***
Laurina Stensrud**
Cierra M. Stewart*
Maddison Sunshine**
Savannah K. Swanson◊

Darien D. Swearengin◊

Sarah A. Switzer
Amanda Szekely
Ivona Talic***
Carissa N. Taube*
Alexandria M. Tebbe***
Blessy Thomas◊

Clayton J. Tillett**
Lauren N. Tompsett**
Juan Torres**
Andrea K. Tosi*
Anthony P. Trombetta
Rocio P. Vaca
Hannah N. Van Horn***
Calli M. Vanderhoof
Tiahna M. Villa-Lovos**
Davis Voss**
Kara A. Wake*
Ruth V. Warren***
Martha Mary Warren***
Ashlee R. Weston*
Martina K. White**
Julian White*
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24  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Brittani B. Widmann◊

Danielle Wiemeyer***
Jessica R. Wietsma**
Jenna Willms**
Megan Wojcik*
Jared Wong
Olyvia A. Zamudio
Jason A. Zappia
Katherine A. Zimmerman
Alyssa G. Zwiefelhofer**
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College of Science, 
Engineering and Technology



Degree Candidates

26  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Science in Biology

Kayla N. Aguirre
Ameena Arekat*
Alexis Arias
Jared A. Barinque
Martha J. Bartleson
Michael J. Castillo*
Kaylee M. Caudill†**
Melissa Cervantes***
Lizeth C. Chao*
Mariah L. Chavez
Stacey Chavez
Artur Chelakhsaev
Gurjit K. Chohan
Robert Cobo*
Shannon K. Costello**
Michelle M. Cupp***
Brittany S. Davis
Ryan Despain
Mariana Elizondo
Michelle M. Estrada
Drew H. Faiaipau
Elizabeth A. Froetscher**
Natalia Grabovsky
Alma R. Grande***
David Gray
Dancilia K. Harmon
Christopher M. HidalgoΔ

Aaron J. Hudak**
Halen C. Hulsebus***
Summer Jake
Kristin Janicek**
Alexander JohnsonΔ

Kayla M. Johnson
Abbey N. Kehr◊

Zoe E. Kehr◊

Aleksandar KekicΔ

Joshua S. Kennedy**
Aaron Kennedy***
Amirshayan Khavaninzadeh-Saryazdi
Kelly Koeplin
Yamini Koyye†◊

Denise A. LalioΔ

Sabrina D. Martinez*
Anne A. Menlove**
Julian C. Najera-AmarillasΔ

Briyelle N. Nasby*
Taryn Norwood*
Carlos Nunez***
Allison OlshoveΔ

Trenna N. Olson†***

Katie O'Neal
Crystal N. Perkins
Thanh Pham†***
Vanessa A. Pineda
Sydney P. Polychronis***
Daphne A. Reyes
Paulyna E. Reyes
Sierra D. Reyes
Riley S. Richardson***
Brooke A. Robinson***
Aryck T. Russell*
Stephanie Salcido-Lugo*
Michael S. Santillan***
Gabriela M. Santos
Marissa D. Serna*
Elaine L. SmithΔ

Robert J. Tate*
Brenda Torres*
Gabriella M. Valles*
Kailee A. Van Tine**
Elisabeth Vaughn
Cathryn VernonΔ

Dakota WilsonΔ

Melanie A. Wingenbach
Kathryn A. Yancone*

Bachelor of Science in  
Exercise Science

Roberto Acuna-Corona*
Angelica B. Aguilera
Precious C. Amukamara
Connor J. Belfiore
Cassidy Cooney**
Austin C. Crawford
Jordan C. Del Toro
Macy M. DeLisa
Kaylee Dombroski**
Jessica Frosch
Vladislav Kalinteev
Marlena L. Klein**
Jonathon Parker**
Andrew Presley
Samuel J. Proctor◊

Taylor C. Strong
Jordan R. Wise*
Lenora H. Woodmansee

Bachelor of Science in  
Forensic Science

Marco A. Cuevas
Ariel L. Johnson
Gina N. Soto
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College of Theology



Degree Candidates

28  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Stephanie E. Hoffman
Ashley N. Horne
Emily A. Parr
Joshua Rope◊

Vanessa R. Valdez*
Stephen L. Wahlstrom◊

Aundre C. Wright
David Young*

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies 
and Bachelor of Science in  
Sports Management

William Bauer*
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Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, 
Summa Cum Laude:

Graduation with Honors 

Undergraduates completing 60 or more hours of 
resident work at Grand Canyon University and having a 
grade-point average (GPA) of 3.4 or higher for all 
course work completed at GCU, may qualify to receive 
recognition: Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude or Summa 
Cum Laude. An undergraduate student’s GPA on  
Nov. 4, 2016, determines eligibility for honor cords  
and recognition at the commencement ceremony.

Transfer students may not graduate with an honor 
higher than that to which their GPA at GCU would 
qualify them. Second degree and graduate students 
are not eligible for honors.

Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded gold “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Ray-Maben Scholars 
 

This recognition represents the highest scholarship 
honor awarded by GCU. Criteria are established by the 
faculty and the honor is bestowed each year at graduation. 
The required criteria consist of a cumulative and GCU GPA 
of at least 3.9, with no more than 12 transferable hours.

University Honors
 

Undergraduate students who have earned less than 60 
credits of resident work at GCU and have a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher for all coursework completed 
at GCU may qualify to receive the recognition of 
University Honors. Qualified students have been 
awarded silver “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Honors College
The Honors College is home to nearly 1,200  academically 
advanced students and promotes challenging and 
enriched learning experiences. The Honors College is 
designed to develop honors students into  exemplary 
graduates and influential agents of change who will 
lead and serve in both the workplace  and local and 
global communities. The interdisciplinary curriculum, 
unique to the college, holistically integrates faith, 
theory, practice and research. 

Honors College graduates have successfully completed 
20 or more credits of honors coursework, contributed 
research in the Annual Honors College Spring 
Symposium and engaged in special projects, community 
outreach and various work experiences. Their 
contributions, dedication and accomplishments are 
symbolized by the honors medallion worn during the 
commencement ceremony. The Honors College stands 
for great opportunities and even greater rewards.

Honor/Award Descriptions

Bachelor students whose names appear in the program are candidates for the degrees listed, which will 
be conferred subject to completion of requirements.

Special Thanks

The colleges would like to acknowledge all faculty for their dedication and expertise in enabling our 
students to excel as effective future leaders. 

We’d like to say thank you to everyone who contributed, volunteered and assisted with the commencement 
ceremonies. Your hard work and support is greatly appreciated!

GRADUATES WILL RECEIVE A DIPLOMA COVER, A BIBLE AND AN ALUMNI LAPEL PIN 
AS A GIFT FROM GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY
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Grand Canyon University 
Academic Administration

Brian Mueller, MAEd
President and CEO

Hank Radda, PhD
Provost

Michael Berger, EdD
Dean, College of Doctoral Studies

Randy Gibb, PhD
Dean, Colangelo College of Business

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD
Dean, College of Education

Claude Pensis, MFA
Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

Sherman Elliott, PhD
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Melanie Logue, PhD
Dean, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Dr. Jon Valla
Assistant Dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Jason Hiles, PhD
Dean, College of Theology

Antoinette Farmer-Thompson, DHEd 
Dean, GCU Honors College and Vice President, Institutional Effectiveness

Jennifer Lech, PhD
Senior Vice President, Academic Affairs

Kelly Palese, MEd
Vice President, Academic Operations

Mark Alexander, MEd
Senior Vice President, Curriculum and Content Services
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Col angelo College of Business

Randy Gibb, PhD	 Dean		
Allison Mason, MBA	 Assistant Dean
Brian C. Smith, PhD 	 Assistant Dean, Director of Sports Business	
Laurynn Sillimon, MBA 	 Academic Program Manager 
Gina Hertzog, MSL	 Program Manager - Business Programs
		
ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS		
Donna L. DeMilia, PhD 	 Kim Maclan Donaldson, MIM
Moronke L. Oke, PhD	 David C. Perkins, DBA	
Ernest Earl Scarbrough, DBA
		
ASSISTANT PROFESSORS		
Kelly Damron, MBA	 Melissa Galloway, EdD	
Chuck Jarrell, PhD	 Timothy Kevin Kelley, MBA
Enrique Lopezlira, MS	 Michael R. Potter, MBA
Rick Roth, EdD	 Krystal Slivinski, MA		
Elissa Torres, PhD	
		
INSTRUCTORS		
Gary Robert Almy, MBA	 Kathy Kay Archer, DBA
Eduardo Borquez, MBA	 Marnie Davis, MBA 
Lisa Duryee, MPA	 Daniel Geivett, MBA 	
Brian Hardy, MBA	 Ken Hein, MBA
Allison Schilling, MM	 Mark Jacobson, MSF	
Greg Lucas, MBA*	 Chris Lyons, MBA	
Daniel Wayne McIntosh, MBA	 Mark Olsen, PhD	
Tanya Rountree, MM	 Jon Ruybalid, JD	
Russ Schwarz, MBA	 Ed Slover, DM	
Shaunna Marie Waltemeyer, MBA	 Paul Waterman, MBA	
Jason Williams, MBA 

*Online Faculty Manager
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College of Education

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD	 Dean	
Debbie Rickey, PhD 	 Associate Dean
Marjaneh Gilpatrick, EdD 	 Executive Director of Educational Outreach

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Donna Kay Hansen, PhD	 Joanna Simpson, EdD	
Jim Mostofo, EdD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Jena Akard, MEd 	 Emily Bergquist, MEd***
Lisa Bernier, MEd 	 Julie Blair, MEd
Meredith Critchfield, PhD	 Paul Danuser, MEd 
Rebekah Dyer, MEd 	 Leslie Foley, PhD
Brandon Juarez, MEd	 Katy Long, MEd
Jeff Martin, MEd	 Nydia Palomino-Lee, EdD
Stacy Rucker, MEd	 Kimber Underdown, MAT

INSTRUCTORS
Lynn Basko, MEd	 Sonya Berges, MEd 	
Rob Bjork, MEd 	 Thomas Christner, MEd	
Emil J. Cicogna, MS	 Brian Clark, MA	
Brenda Combs, EdD	 Mia Damiani, MEd	
Sheila Damiani, MEd*	 Sean Diana, MEd	
Lindsay Embree, MEd	 Kathryn M. Flavell, MA	
Leslie Foley, PhD	 Sylvia Harkins, EdD	
Jillian Hartman, MS	 William Jonathan Hintze, MA
Richard A. Holbeck, MS**	 Biba John, MEd
Katie Kosier, MEd	 David Larson, MEd
Woody S. Mason, MEd	 Drew McBroom, MA	
Crystal McCabe, MEd	 Jamie Morris, MEd	
Angella Mundle, MEd	 Virginia Murray, MEd	
Carrie O’Donnell, MEd	 Katy Sell, MS
Katie Sprute, MEd*	 Benjamin J. Vilkas, MEd*	
Kim Werking, MEd	 Nancy L. Winship, MA

*Online Faculty Manager
** Online Faculty Director
***Ground Faculty Manager
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College of Fine Arts and Production

Claude Pensis, MFA	 Dean	
Juan Hernandez, DMA 	 Assistant Dean, Music
William Symington, MFA 	 Assistant Dean, Dance and Theatre

PROFESSOR
Sheila Corley, DMA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Susannah Gail Keita, MFA
Christopher Murphy, MFA
Sheila Schumacher, MFA
Lisa Tervo, MFA
Rachel Velarde, DMA
Nola Yergen, MFA

INSTRUCTORS
Mark Fearey, MM
Brian Gerber, MFA
Michael John Kary, MFA
Paul Koch, MM
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College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Sherman Elliott, EdD	 Dean	
Noé Vargas, DBH 	 Assistant Dean

PROFESSORS
William Barron, PhD 	 James Helfers, PhD
Timothy Larkin, PhD	 Charles Maxson, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Jen Santos, PhD	 Shannon Lee Schumann, PhD
Thomas James Skeen, PhD	 Laura Terry, PhD
Ben VanDerLinden, MS	 Maria Zafonte, MA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Mary Beth Nipp, MA	 Lori Cooper, MSPSY
Joshua Danaher, MA	 David Dean, PhD
Kristin DiCarlo, MEd	 Thomas Dyer, MEd
Jessica Farmer, MA	 Andrea Hogan, MSL	
Jennifer Jones, MEd	 Elizabeth K. Larson, MEd	
Stephanie Palenque-Meyer, MA	 Filippo Posta, PhD
Brian Raftery, MA	 Becky Richey, MA
John Steele, MEd	

INSTRUCTORS
Christal Abron, MSPSY	 Andrea Alden, PhD	
Ruben Jacob Aroz, MA	 Priscilla Bamba, PhD	
Brent Edward Bauman, MEd	 Jonah Beaumont, MSM	
Melanie Bierenbaum, PsyD	 Kevin Boyd, MA	
Heather Ilene Brody, MA	 Marcie Jill Burger, MC	
Megan Castles, MBA	 Laura Chesniak-Phipps, PhD	
Jennifer Chinn, MAENG	 Turk Ciftcikara, MEd	
Darius Cooper, PhD	 Renee Cooperman, PhD	
Michael Coplan, MAdmin*	 Steve Dacosta, MA	
Jolene Daw, MSL	 Sarah L. Dwyer, MS	
Marquita Elliott, MSL	 Karin Fedorsha, MSL	
Tennille Feldbush, MA	 David J. Foster, MS	
Rebecca Anne Foy, MA	 Ruben V. Garcia, MEd	
Kathleen Gilmore, MSW	 Diane Goodman, PhD	
Michelle J. Griego, MA	 Alan Guthrie, MBA	
Vallerie Hancock, MA	 Kyle Hedden, MA	
Henry George Hellman, MEd	 Jim Henry Higuera, MAENG	
Elbert Hollingsworth, MEd	 Steven Hughes, MA	
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College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Aprillya "Lea" Lanz, PhD	 Samia Marie Humphrey, MEd	
Corey Nicole Hunt, MS	 Valerie Elaine Ierley, MS	
Justin Ivel Johnson, MSL	 Herman Johnson, MEd*	
Joan Johnson, MSPSY	 Tamla Johnson, MEd	
Lauren Kimberly Kelley, MS	 Richard Ketchersid, PhD	
Faith MaeLee Kindel, MA	 Lisa Konow, MPH	
Stefan Koukoudeas, MEd**	 Denise Krupp, MA	
Julia Langdahl, PsyD	 Amanda S. Laster-Loftus, MA
Raquel Lopez, PhD	 Jessica Louis, MSPSY	
Gregory William Malloy, MA	 Valentino Martinez, MA	
Courtney McGinnis, MEd*	 Motoyuki Nakagome, MS	
John Nicholson, MA	 Matthew Nolen, MA	
Dana O'Dell, MSM	 Stephanie Palenque, MAENG	
Ben Perlin, MA	 Monica Maria Perrone, MEd	
Christopher Petersdinh, PhD	 Jesse Collin Prather, MA	
Barry Reagan, MA	 Alexis Register, MSL	
Nicole J. Rhoades, MEd	 Rebecca Richey, MA	
Tanya Rios, MS	 Sarah Nicole Robertson, MA	
Keith C. Rogers, MPA	 Kevin M. Salcido, MS	
Russell E. Schwarz, MBA	 Susan Small, MAT	
Victoria Smith, PhD	 Daryl "Jeff" Springer, MS	
Nikki Marie Squire, MBA	 Robert Staples, PhD	
David Steimle, MA	 Cornel Stemley, MS	
Kendra Stewart, DBH	 Lisa A. Tervo, MS	
Russell Tiedt, MA	 Laurie Tone, PhD	
Griselle Torres-Garcia, PhD	 Elizabeth Valenti, PhD	
Dorothy Vasquez-Levy, PhD	 Jan Wakefield, MAENG	
Kevin Walling, JD	 Kimbel Westerson, MA	
Colin Witherspoon, MSPSY	 Amy Wortley, MA	

* Online Faculty Manager
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College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

Melanie Logue, PhD	 Dean
Rose Saunders, EdD	 Associate Dean, Pre-Licensure 
Maria Quimba, MSN 	 Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies
Lisa Smith, PhD 	 Assistant Dean, Graduate Studies
Mark McCain, MPA	 Director, Academic Excellence
Debra Fuller, MSN	 Director, Pre-Licensure Main Campus
Heidi Orehek, MSN	 Director, Pre-Licensure Albuquerque Campus
Dorothea Jiboye, MSN	 Pre-Licensure Off Site Manager
Brandon Warner, MEd	 Director,  Athletic Training
Susan Newton, MSN	 Manager, Simulation & Lab
Ruth Anne Skinner, MSN 	 ACNP Lead
Pascale Lee, MHA 	 BHCA/BSHS Lead
Jennifer Billingsley, DNP	 DNP  Lead
Tamara Wisely, DNP	 GNE Project Manager/FNP Lead 
Vernon Thacker, PhD 	 RN-BSN Lead
Anna Veronica Perez, MPH 	 MPH Lead
Sheila Searles, MSN 	 MSN  Lead 	

CLINICAL LAB COORDINATORS
Lewis Bright, BSN	 Boswell
Tina Bruce-Arriaga, BSN	 New Mexico
Lee Ann Palmer, MSN	 STJMC
Vanessa Slaughter, BSN 	 AT Still

CLINICAL LAB FACULTY
Natalie Bowmen, MSN 	 Karen Boyd, MSN  
Amanda Connolly, MSN 	 Jill Quilman, MSN	
Pam  Yantos,  MSN

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Roberta Christophersen, MSN	 Jowana  Clinkscales, MSN
Leta Davis, MSN	 Deborah Jane Evinrude, MSN
Deb Hamilton, MSN	 Katherine Jorgensen, MSN	
Rick  Lloyd, MSN	 Doris Loher Lovata, MSN	
Michael  McKenney, MS	 Roshan Meshkinnafas, MSN	
Mary Lou Rangel, MSN	 Lisa Roberts, MSN	
Sherri L. Spicer, MSN	 Leigh Ann Tovar, MSN	
Gail Tucker, DNP	 Virginia Villanueva, MSN	
Anne Wendt, MSN	 Amanda Ziemendorf,  DNP
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College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

INSTRUCTORS
Wendallynn Briske, MSN 	 Donna  Carlson, MSN	
Tammy  Drewett, MSN	 Marc  Eilers, MS	
Lesley  Ellison, MSN	 Deborah  Green, MSN	
Jessica  Greer, BSN	 Tami Hampson, MSN	
Barbara Islas, MSN 	 Stephanie Herrick Kays, MSN 	
Julie  Laybourne, MSN	 Dana Lords, MSN	
David  Mesman, MEd	 Ariel Nunez, MSN	
Elizabeth  Okegbile, PhD	 Regina  Roberson, MSN	
Robin  Rogers, MSN	 Linda  Sharp, MSN	
Catherine Smyser, MSN

Florence Nightingale Pledge

In full knowledge of the obligation I am undertaking, I promise to care for the sick with all the 

skills and understanding I possess without regard for race, creed, color, politics or social status 

sparing no effort to conserve life, to alleviate suffering and to promote health.

I will respect at all times the dignity and religious belief of the patients under my care, holding 

in confidence all personal information entrusted to me and refraining from any action, which 

might endanger life or health.

I will endeavor to keep my professional knowledge and skills at the highest level and to give loyal 

support and cooperation to all members of the health team.

I will do my utmost to honor the international code of ethics applied to nursing and to uphold 

the integrity of the registered professional nurse.
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College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Mark Wooden, PhD  	 Dean
Michael Sheller, PhD 	 Associate Dean
Heather Monthie, PhD	 Assistant Dean
Jon Valla, PhD	 Assistant Dean
 

PROFESSORS
Neal Adam, PhD	 Galyna Kufryk, PhD
Ramesh Velupillaimani, PhD
 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Isac Artzi, PhD	 Dennis Attawia, MS
Don Ellis, MSEE	 Vince Frazier, MS
Russell Grubbs, PhD 	 Albert Kelly III, MS
William Kuehl, MS	 Sherlin Moses, PhD 
Cindy Seminoff, PhD
 

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Melissa Beddow, MS	 Randhir Deo, PhD 	
Lydia Fritz, MS	 Donna Gerakos, MS	
Charley Langley, PhD	 Tom McCarthy, PhD	
Tiffany D. Mealman, PhD	 Klaus Mortensen, PhD
Samantha Russell, MS	 Tina Salata, MS
Brian Sillanpaa, MD 	 Mark Wireman, DC
 

INSTRUCTORS
Cory Avila, MS	 Michael Barton, MS	
Sandy Bledsoe, DVM	 Michael Bodeen, MHPE	
Randy Boyles, PhD	 Gary Cao, PhD
Berenise Charlton, PhD	 Karen Denzler, PhD
Anju Dubey, PhD	 Cynthia Foote, PhD
Gail Francis, MS	 Darien Hall, PhD
Deborah Haralson, MEd	 Dina Higgins, MS
Aprill Hite, MS	 Kyle Jones, PhD	
Luke Kanuchok, MS	 Ed Koeneman, MT	
Ilse Kramer, MEd	 Ryan Melillo, DC	
Kathryn Meloche, PhD	 Trevor Nordin, MS	
Kristin Norris, MS	 Will Primack, MD	
Mark Reha, MEd	 Daisy Savarirajan, PhD	
Samridhi Shrestha, PhD	 Ron Smith, PhD	
Rebecca Socia, MS	 Stephanie Stang, DC	
Li Tan, MS	 Emily Viau, PhD	
Lindsey Wagner, DPT	 Zach Zeigler, PhD
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College of Theology

Jason Hiles, PhD  	 Dean
Anna Faith Smith, MDiv	 Associate Dean, Associate Professor
Daniel Scott Diffey, PhD	 Assistant Dean, Associate Professor	  
 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Sammy Alfaro, PhD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Shawn Bawulski, PhD	 Pete Charpentier, DMin
John Frederick, PhD	 Mark Kreitzer, PhD
Jonathan Kristian Sharpe, MA	 Steve Sherman, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
BrettAaron Berger, ThM*	 Ryan Brandt, PhD
Manny Cota, MA	 Valerie De La Torre, DMin
Steven Duby, PhD	 David Farbishel, DMin
Todd J. Forrest, MA	 Numa Gomez, MDiv
Robert Clarence Greene, MDiv	 Joshua Greever, PhD
Matthew Louis Hampton, MDiv	 Eric Christopher Hernando, MDiv
Luke Hoselton, PhD	 Scott Eugene Hovater, PhD*	
Toby Jennings, PhD	 Jeff Jibben, DMin	
Thomas John Joseph, MA	 Margaret Koontz, MDiv	
Robert Ferdinand Krise, MDiv	 Franklin Lamca, MDiv	
Christina Larsen, PhD	 Hector B. Llanes, PhD	
Andrew McClurg, PhD	 Justin McLendon, PhD	
André LaMont Mooney, MDiv	 Gary Osmundsen, PhD	
Michele Renee Pasley, MA	 Peter Rasor, PhD	
Michael Donald Richardson, DMin	 Joseph Stanley, MDiv	
James Ralph Uhley, DMin	 James Waddell, MDiv

*Online Faculty Manager
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Doctrinal Statement

WE BELIEVE the Bible, in the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be inspired, the only infallible, true and 
authoritative Word of God.

WE BELIEVE that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe 
in God the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and Earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. For us and for our salvation He came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. Being fully 
God and perfect man He performed miracles and lived a sinless life.

WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ suffered a vicarious and atoning death through the shedding of His blood. He was 
buried and on the third day was resurrected in His body; after which He ascended to be seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

WE BELIEVE that mankind was originally created in the image and likeness of God, and free from sin. 
Through the temptation of Satan, they transgressed the command of God and fell from their original 
righteousness, whereby all people have inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are thus under 
condemnation. As soon as they are capable of moral action, they become actual transgressors.

WE BELIEVE that for salvation of lost and sinful people, the regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely 
essential. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to 
live a godly life. We believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God and is worshipped and glorified with the Father and 
Son. He divinely inspired the scriptures, convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, leads Christ’s 
church in truth and is the Teacher and Comforter sent by Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE that salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone; that salvation involves the redemption of the 
whole person and is offered freely to all who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. We believe in the resurrection of 
both the saved and the lost; those who are saved unto the resurrection of the living and those who are lost 
unto the resurrection of damnation.

WE BELIEVE in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ as one holy catholic and apostolic 
church, Christ’s body and bride ministering reconciliation to a lost world. As ambassadors for the Kingdom 
of God and the church, we affirm that evangelism and engagement in societal issues are both part of our 
Christian duty; both are necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and humanity, our love for our neighbor 
and our obedience to Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE the message of salvation proclaimed by Christ’s church is an indictment upon every form of 
alienation, oppression and discrimination, denouncing evil and injustice wherever it exists by lovingly ushering in 
the good news that Christ reconciled the world to Himself.
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The doctorate (from Latin, docere, to teach) was the first 
known academic degree and was granted by the University of 
Bologna in the 1100s. Originally, doctor’s and master’s degrees 
were almost synonymous, while “bachelor” referred to entering 
a course of study rather than completing a level of work.

Beginning at Harvard in 1642, American universities followed 
British traditions in both the conferring of degrees and the 
design of academic costumes or “regalia.” While some common 
practices were observed, it was not for some 200 years that a 
uniform code was established.

Regalia consists of gowns and hoods. The distinguishing 
marks of the gowns indicate the level of scholastic achievement 
of the wearer. Those who hold doctorates wear gowns that 
have a facing of velvet on the bell-shaped sleeves. While neither 
the master’s nor bachelor’s gowns have trimmings, both are 
distinguished by the cut of the sleeves. The master’s gown is 
noted by its long sleeve which drapes freely to the wrist; the 
bachelor’s gown has a pointed sleeve.

Hoods, designed to display the school’s colors, as well as the 
type of degree and area of study, are worn around the neck and 
flowing down the back. The color of the lining inside the hood – 
the chevron – represents the colors of the wearer’s alma mater. 

The color and width of the velvet edging on the hood indicates 
the degree and field of study.

Baccalaureate graduates of Grand Canyon University wear 
the black gown without the hood. The academic colleges are 
represented by the color of the tassels which hang from the 
mortarboards. Gold and silver cords indicate that the wearer is 
graduating with honors.

Faculty and staff who march in the graduation ceremonies 
wear gowns and hoods appropriate for their academic 
achievements. While not an exhaustive list, the following are 
some of the colors that may be seen on their hoods:

Vision Statement
Grand Canyon University is the premier Christian university educating people to lead and serve.

Academic Regalia

Since 1949, Grand Canyon University has been helping 
students find their purpose and achieve their potential by 
preparing them to pursue their chosen career, advance in their 
current career or re-career into a different field. As a Christian 
university, GCU also encourages students to find their purpose 
in Christ, with an emphasis on applying Christian values and 
ethics to their studies and to the workplace. 

GCU offers online and campus-based degree programs within 
a dynamic learning environment for both traditional students as 
well as working professionals. Our classes are appropriately sized 
for each content area and offer engaging interaction with 
classmates as well as individual attention from instructors who care 
about student success.

 GCU is experiencing an exciting time of campus expansion 
that includes new dorms, classrooms, student recreation 
centers, parking structures and a newly upgraded 7,000-seat 
arena. The arena is home to our men’s and women’s basketball 
teams and also hosts other events such as concerts and world-
renowned Christian speakers.

As a regionally accredited university, GCU offers the most 
experienced leadership in delivering degree programs online. 
Students work in an innovative digital classroom, connect with full-time 
faculty and enjoy complete access to our vibrant Phoenix campus 
community, while studying at the times that work for their schedule 
and still enjoying a close connection with classmates via online 
discussions. For more information, visit gcu.edu  

Mission Statement
Grand Canyon University prepares learners to become global citizens, critical thinkers, 

effective communicators and responsible leaders by providing an academically 
challenging, values-based curriculum from the context of our Christian heritage.

In medieval times, a mace was a hand-to-hand combat 
weapon. In about the year 1400 A.D., a mace evolved from a 
weapon to a ceremonial instrument used by academicians in 
rituals such as commencement and inaugurations. The oldest 
known ceremonial mace was that of the Faculty of Common 
Law on University of St. Andrews in Scotland, used in 1438.

The mace is carried at the head of the procession and placed in 
a special stand, thus signifying the formal onset of the ceremony. 

GCU’s ceremonial mace is a hand-crafted walnut staff 
combined with a specially sculpted medal seal. When the 

Grand Canyon College seal was adopted in 1950, two of its 
major components were the cactus and the cross. The 
saguaro cactus rises from its desert setting to signify the 
intellectual opportunity for Grand Canyon University students, 
counteracting the arid mental state of uneducated man. The 
cross stands prominently on the horizon as a guide for spiritual 
enlightenment. Between the outer circle representing the 
earth and inner circle representing the wheel of progress, the 
name of the university, its location and the year it was chartered 
are inscribed. 

The University Mace

Those who hold the PhD degree may choose either the color of 
their discipline or PhD blue, a royal blue.

Arts, Letters, Humanities ..... white

Math and Sciences ...................gold

Business ....................................drab

Music ...........................................pink

Fine Arts ................................ brown

Education ..........................light blue

Religion ..................................scarlet

Public Health .............. salmon pink

Public Administration .....peacock blue

Nursing ................................. apricot



The Office of Alumni Relations

Welcomes the Class of 2016 Alumni!

At Grand Canyon University, you’re a Lope for life. As you continue to pursue  

your purpose, you can still stay connected to our campus community.  

We invite you to join a local alumni chapter, where you can network with fellow GCU 

grads and stay connected to your Lope roots. We also host alumni events 

throughout the year and offer plenty of opportunities to get involved!

Don’t forget to share your stories and accomplishments,

from career achievements to personal milestones. 

Congratulations Class of 2016!

Stay connected:
gcu.edu/alumni

facebook.com/gcualumni

gcu.edu/linkedin

twitter.com/gcualumni 

instagram.com/gcu

#Lope4Life


