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Commencement 2017 “Find Your Purpose”

April 27, 2017
2 pm 

College of Education, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions, College of Science, 
Engineering and Technology and College of Theology

SPECIAL PRELUDE PERFORMANCE 
	 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
	 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
	 Recorded by 

	 GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM
	 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD

	 Vice President of Student Affairs

	 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
	 Brian Mueller, MAEd

	 President and CEO, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
	 Jade Simmons 

	 Powerhouse Speaker/Rockstar Concert Pianist/Emergence Expert

STUDENT SPEAKER
	 Bethany Wilson

	 Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education

	 College of Education

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE PLEDGE (P. 42) 
	 For our Nursing Students 

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2017
	 Slate Herman

	 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
	 Hank Radda, PhD

	 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES

Commencement 2017 “Find Your Purpose”

April 27, 2017
9 am 

Colangelo College of Business, College of Fine Arts and Production and College of Humanities and Social Sciences

SPECIAL PRELUDE PERFORMANCE 
	 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
	 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
	 Recorded by 

	 GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM
	 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD

	 Vice President of Student Affairs

	 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
	 Brian Mueller, MAEd

	 President and CEO, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
	 Jade Simmons 

	 Powerhouse Speaker/Rockstar Concert Pianist/Emergence Expert

STUDENT SPEAKER
	 Luis Fernando Ruiz

	 Bachelor of Arts in Music

	 College of Fine Arts and Production

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2017
	 Slate Herman

	 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
	 Hank Radda, PhD

	 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES
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Special Music

CRITICAL MASS
Vocal ensemble, Critical Mass, is a traveling ministry team that represents the music 

department, the College of Fine Arts and Production and Grand Canyon University. Members 

are selected through an annual audition open to all music majors. They perform a wide 

variety of all a cappella music. The ensemble performs on campus and is on the road 

throughout the year representing GCU at churches, schools, special events and other 

venues throughout Arizona.

Commencement Keynote Speaker

JADE SIMMONS
How do you get to be named Classical 

Music's "No.1 Maverick?” Just ask 

Jade Simmons. By repeatedly defying 

expectations, delivering riveting  

performances and innovating at every 

turn, Simmons is one of the most  

versatile concert artists on the scene 

today. Simmons, however, doesn’t  

simply play the piano to impress 

audiences. She uses the piano as an 

instrument for providing inspiration, 

information and entertainment in 

order to profoundly move people. 

Listed as one of Ebony magazine's 

Top 30 Leaders under 30, Simmons’ impressive musical background and diverse cultural  

experiences have made her a pioneer and source of inspiration for her legions of fans. In her 

truly unique keynotes, Jade Simmons offers her inspiring messages alongside her world  

renowned piano performances. Her expertise has been called upon by an array of organizations 

looking to create a culture of excellence and foster meaningful change. A gifted speaker, her 

presentations give powerful insights into how creating a unique leadership brand can inspire 

the creation of ideas that will have a lasting impact on the world. With boundless energy and 

intellect, Jade Simmons teaches audiences not only how to lead, but how to start achieving 

beyond what they ever thought possible.

"Jade Simmons is not a speaker…she's an experience."
−CEO, Collegiate Entrepreneur's Organization, Natl Conference 2014
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Graduate Candidates by College

May he give you the desire of your heart and 
make all your plans succeed. 

–Psalm 20:4

Colangelo College of Business........................................................................................... 9

College of Education........................................................................................................15

College of Fine Arts and Production.................................................................................19

College of Humanities and Social Sciences.......................................................................23

College of Nursing and Health Care Professions.............................................................. 29

College of Science, Engineering and Technology..............................................................35

College of Theology......................................................................................................... 39
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Col angelo College of Business



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

10  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College  11

Bachelor of Arts in Communications 
and Bachelor of Science in Finance 
and Economics

Jacob E. Barney**

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Colton Artrip***
Kaitlin E. Bailey***
Jacobi J. Banks
Breann E. BowdishΔ

Daniela Burciaga***†

James S. CamposΔ

Vanessa A. Carling**
Alexander Cassidy
Stacia Coffey*
Estefani Corral◊

Hannah Dull***
Tial T. Fam
Irving G. Felix
Alison J. Furfie
Briana Giron
Arcelia Lopez GomezΔ

Christopher Gonzales
Angelica M. Guevara
Mary S. Harvey***
Laporsha Jackson*
Krystin R. James
Somer L. Johnson
Jessica M. Jones**
Mark A. Klemkosky
Spencer B. Knippers**
Aaron C. Koehne***
Alexis J. Manriquez
Zack B. Maser†

Nicholas MehleΔ

Miranda Metzger**
Kellye D. Ortiz*
Steven Parker
Lauren M. Pierson*
Jeremy Reynolds
Megan Riley
Dennis J. Rooney***
Nancy Rosas*
Rebekah Saul***
Janet Segura
Kyle D. Simi
Leonardo Soto*
Matthew T. Stearns
Alexandria L. Stokes*
Brett Thompson

Cassandra E. Uebelacker***
Jesus A. Valenzuela Jr.
Whitney M. Vance**
Jacob B. Walke
Tristin N. Whittle
Corey Winheim
Stephen L. Wray**
Ellison G. Yang*
Merle Yazzie***
Eric B. Zepeda

Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration

Christian I. Arenas*
Kyle A. Arnold*
Ulises G. Barraza**†

Collin D. Beisel*
Arielle F. Bowers*
Mackenzie M. Bowlin
Kayley M. Brumagin**
Shine G. Chen***
Dillon Copeland**
Jacqueline A. Costal*
Briauna I. Cruz
Monique E. Cuevas***
Bibek Dallakoti
Kendyl S. Day**
Carl Digennaro
Jessica L. Dunn*
Brennan Flentge
James Gaston
Keilah E. Hamlin*
Dillan Henegar**
Matthew C. Henn***
Slate H. Herman**
Diana L. Hernandez◊†

Jeffrey S. Houlihan*
Austin Kendrick***
Ashton M. King
Joseph R. Knight*
Jacob A. Lambros*
Joshua V. Lawrence
Annah Lundberg**
Kimberly R. MackertΔ

Marshall C. Mclean***†

Allison M. Mercer**
Anthony Muñoz
Abigail Murphy
Cody F. Olson**
Joseph B. Patterson
Keith W. PekeraΔ

Paige R. Phillips

Nicolette M. Plescia
Yumaira A. Ramirez*
William L. Ramsay
Timothy M. Riggs
Lana Rinaldi*
Christina RiselingΔ

Andrew J. Skillings
Ian B. Smith
Gregory V. Stark***
Saige B. Strickland***
Austin Swanson**
Joshua D. Symons**
Briana L. Van MourikΔ

Avery J. Warren***
Dillon P. Wemple◊†

Nicholas Wheat*
Crystal Williams
Nicholas G. Williams*
Kayla N. WilsonΔ

Kenneth Wylie
Eliu Ybarra
Amanda J. Yocom***

Bachelor of Science in  
Business Management

Summer R. Aderholt
Adrian Carrion Armas◊

Gregoire Balenci
Rudy S. Batiz
Brandon T. BaysΔ

Shayn D. Bell
Rachel Bergsten***
Jennifer D. Bodnariuc
Abu Boima
Joshua A. Boone
Ashley E. Borden
Kenneth D. Borger Jr.
Kellie R. Boza***
Delaney N. Bridenbaugh**
Lindsey Brown***†

Cody J. CamamoΔ

Brady J. Camp**
Ryan T. Canino
Raul A. Carranza
Kendra D. Carter**
Jose U. Retana Ceballos***
Samantha J. Chaires
Tori S. Colgan*
Alexandra M. Davis*
Elyssa Dear
Danielle J. Dehart
Sophie A. Dilio**

Joseph L. Doss
Sarena M. Doyle*
Bre A. Dresser**†

Jordan M. Dunn*
Keelan D. Elliott
Cory M. Emery
Edwin Estrada
Maria S. Feliciano***
Alexis N. Fernandez
Casey E. Feuerstein
Luis Enrique E. Zepeda Flores
Mara Forcey
Nicole J. Fulcher***
Cynthia N. Galindo
Joseph S. Garcia*
Elaine Garcia
Devonney Gebo***
Sydney A. Geering
Jeremy J. George
Nicole R. Giles***
Bryan D. Gilmore**
Sade K. Gory
Ashley C. Graham
Nicholas J. Gribbin***
Ian P. Hagener**
Dillan J. Hanstedt
Brady P. Harrison
Joshua J. Hemphill**
Rachel Hengst
Luis A. Briones Hernandez
Joshua N. Hobart*
Tyler J. Hohulin***
Josiah T. Holtorf
Tricia D. InfanteΔ

Matthew A. Jackson***
Zachary D. Johnston**
Trevor Jorg***
Caleb G. Kauffman
Trysti K. Kawaiaea**
Mary K. Khorany
Joseph Koetter***
Caressa N. Lanzo*
Casey C. Larson
Wyatt D. Lawton
Gianna M. Leal
Brandon D. Livingston*
Homero A. Lopez
Candace M. Lowe***
Brittney L. Magusin**
Michelle M. McChesney**
Marty McHenryΔ

Emily Mead
Alexandra N. Means

Desiree Mendoza
Hannah D. Miller
Skyler A. Milton***†

Michael J. Moore**
Crystal Newland
Alexander J. Nigh
Andrea N. NorthupΔ

Brenna J. O'Brien***
Andrea J. Olstead***
Nicole A. Paul
Brandon C. Pedersen**
Timothy J. Pickering
Rebekah A. Prezorski**
Skylyr Price
Gabriel R. Rael**
Lee C. Rank†

Chase D. Renfrow*
Michael Y. Rhee
Pierre Louis Ricou*
Sarah E. Ritorto
Jennifer C. RobertsonΔ

Edgard A. Robles
Jose Rodriguez
Joseph A. Ross***
Austin A. Salava**
Esmeralda I. Salazar**
Evan D. Samuelsen
Zachary A. Schwab***
Grace L. Sherman***†

Cierra L. Sloate***†

Tyler G. Smith
Willow Smith*
Kaysha Soto*
Lauren E. Sperbeck**
Abigail K. Stone*
Brandon S. Suchand**
Alissa R. Tafoya
Nicholas Tapp**
Jacqueline E. Thomas**†

Bryan L. Toll**
Alexis S. Vera*
Alexandra V. Wagner*
Tyler J. Webb
Reagan A. Wright**

Bachelor of Science in 
Entrepreneurial Studies

Joseph Balestrieri
Kayla T. Barnfield
Brooke E. Beckwith*
Diego F. Brito**
Cierra Chamot***

Stephen R. Crane**†

Shaquille Cruz
Edgar M. Diaz*
Joshua Dunne
Christy FarrellΔ

Wendy A. Gallegos
Isaiah M. Gomez
John Grako
Jessica N. Gratz
John Guzman**
Zachary M. Harden
Marcellous Hazzard
Philip Kuehnen**
Loretta M. Labenne*
Nicholas F. Loudon
Tobias Y. Ly
Adam Magnusson
Matthew MarchbanksΔ

Alyan D. Minshall
Esther Nelima
Brock A. Nelson
Timothy J. Parrish
Federico Posada
Jacob Roth
Connor Shores***
Angelina R. Sorrentino
Tomas Stevens
Tanner Thomas**
Trevor J. Tinney
Aaron J. Walker**

Bachelor of Science in Finance  
and Economics

Grace A. Berg
Clayton J. Blankers
Jamie M. Bush***
Ashley R. DawsonΔ

Marie S. Deleval***
Kayla I. Douglas*†

Jacob D. Duenkel**
Sierra M. Evans
Ryan M. Farney*
Tyler J. Forrest*
Abigayle F. Glotzbach***†

Payton Gray***
Matthew Hobden
Carter J. Hoffman◊

Nicholas G. Jarvis
Ondrej Kohutiar***
Timothy Larson*
Adrian Legarreta
Rafael Lira**



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

12  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College  13

Nolan R. Martin***
Selena E. Means
Garrett Mulkey
Mathieu Ounanian
Connor J. Peterson*
William C. Radcliff
Isaac A. Schiffman**
Clayton C. Squier**
Michael Szeto
Zach R. Tolson*
Rachel M. Vallarta
Evan W. Vanderbyl*
Timothy R. Webster**
Jonathan A. Williams

Bachelor of Science in  
Hospitality Management

Kendra N. Baker
Caleb B. Beaty
Jabari O. CorbinΔ

Andrea R. Mendez***
Kathryn M. Peterson
Judith A. St. Hilaire

Bachelor of Science in Justice 
Studies and Sports Management

Stephen C. Pond***

Bachelor of Science in Marketing

Rachel AltafferΔ

Yessica P. Alvarez
Akossiwa F. Apeti*
Taylor Armer***
Karsten M. Augustson
Makenna E. Austin*
Kia R. Baikie
Susan BakliniΔ

Chandler C. Bare
Sahian Garcia Bayardo**
Mitchell D. Borges***
Serena D. Celestino*
Sarah N. Chavez◊†

Nicole T. Correa
Timothy Coulter*
Jami R. Cox
Sydney B. Daniel*
Hannah N. Day***
Justin J. DeCastro**
Ruben I. Delgado

Trent W. Dickey
Emily Dobbs
William R. Donohue
Jarred A. Eads***
Sarah N. Engels
Kevin G. Ertl***
Candice Ervin
Kalene FaydenΔ

Reyina Feliciano
Elijah M. Gallardi
Taylor D. Garten**
Mackenzie J. Glenn**
Kevina Godfrey
Laura P. Gonzales**
Cody S. Gray
Tyler HalvorsonΔ

Marcela Hernandez
Nathaniel S. Higuera*
Taylor D. IsaacΔ

Austin J. Johnson
Hannah D. Johnson**
Lindsay N. Johnson**
Sara D. Latham***†

Miji Lee*
Emma E. Lewis**
Nicolle C. Luna De Souza*
Madison J. Mcnicol
Hannah E. Mount**
Rachel J. Murphy**
Ryan Ogle
Alli Olnhausen
Ashley E. Orozco
Stephen Orr
Graciela Peterson
Kennedy A. Poirier
Garhett B. Revetta***
Emily G. Rittenhouse***
Karsynn A. Robinson
Madeline E. Sarussi***†

Megan TaglieriΔ

Jonathan D. Van Ommering
James C. Varner
Hannah Walker
Daniel S. Wall*
Michael R. White**
Richard L. Whitehead*
Elizabeth A. Wiebers
Hailey Williams***
Hyo Sang Yoo**
Victoria L. Zobott*

Bachelor of Science in  
Sports Management

Everardo Aguirre*
Michael Atherton
Samantha L. Barker***
Morgan V. BoyceΔ

Geoffrey J. Breed
Mitchell R. Brewer
Kyle A. Brotherton
Scott Brown
Nathon D. Burwick***
Christian Carey
Kiara Clark
Philip R. Clay
William Comeaux
Riley R. Cox*
Lucas A. De Jong
Andrew Dye**
Tate E. Erickson
Taylor J. Erwin
Hayden P. Evans
Cameron Faulkner*†

Ryan A. Flores**
Bianca J. Ford
Justin C. Foss
Sean Fullam***
Chase R. Gardiner**
Trent Godfrey◊

Thomas P. Gorman**
Lucas J. Herman**
Craig Herrman II
Brooke Horvatich**
Sarah A. Howick
Rahnee Jackson*
Chloe R. Jenkins**
Tory Johnson
Keona R. Jones
Emma F. Kazian
Richard G. Kleindienst
Zachary A. Kromminga
Nicholas Macdonald
Ali Mayer
Samuel J. Morrissette***
Evelyn M. Galvan Munoz
Vincent M. Murphy IIIΔ

Scott D. Newman
Nathalie Ojeda
Roshan R. Patel
Taylor J. Potter**
Ashley Privett***
Casey Rarrick**

Connor Rhodes
James RussoΔ

Gregory Salyer
Emily Sanda
Melanie A. Schissel
Nicole N. Shabaz
Benjamin A. Simpson
Cody T. Smith
Phillip G. Tanner**†

Noah F. Taurisano
Amare O. Thomas
Darby M. Turner***
Brendan C. Tyrrell***
Matthew Vacek
Alejandro E. Vasquez
M. Sydney P. Walker
Kayla M. Walsh
Max D. Ward◊

Kelly L. Watrous**
Hayden K. Webb**
Taylor A. Winston
Kasey B. Winter
Richard G. Younger**



14	 15

College of Education



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

16  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College  17

Bachelor of Arts in English  
Literature and Bachelor of Science  
in Secondary Education

Kalyn R. Dowdle***

Bachelor of Science in Early 
Childhood Education

Brittney L. Bender***
Destiny J. Benjamin**
Evelyn Gonzalez Cardenas***
Itzel Ceballos-Zuniga***
Corrine N. Conidi***
Nathalie Kate M. De Vera***
Michaela R. Delgado◊

Caitlin N. Ferree***
Makenzie A. Garcia**
Allison Hillman***
Rebecca P. Knipe
Amanda K. Larner**
Claudia A. Lopez***
Chelsea E. Martin***
Rachael N. McCracken***
Brianna A. Mcnamara**
Lacey J. Peterson***
Mackenzie F. Reeves***
Emily A. Rios***
Jalvanni Rodriguez**
Melissa A. Ruelas***
An'Jay A. Sharp***
Connor L. Tressler***
Korteney E. Urquijo*
Madeline P. Vernon
Kryssa D. Volf*

Bachelor of Science in  
Educational Studies

Kayla J. Agah
Nicole R. McLeod**
Robin L. Morrison*

Bachelor of Science in  
Elementary Education

Celine D. Aguirre***
Aureliano M. Avila
Lauren N. BarnesΔ

Morgan L. Bowen***
Sarah R. Bozlee

Nicole C. Breazeal***
Kayla Breshears
Brianna A. Burk
Hannah Burkardt*
Heather R. Bursell***
Allyssa I. Caron*
Maria ChaconΔ

Ann M. Cherryholmes**
Jasmine A. Galloway***
Angelica S. Garcia*
Alisha D. Gee
Caleb Hadley
Mary K. Hafner***†

Amanda R. Hall***
Melia E. Harman***
Stephanie E. Henion***
Zachary R. Jackson***
Diana S. Lopez Jauregui
Matthew L. Kershinar**
Aubrie N. Knezevich***
Denisse A. Labrada-Ojeda
Carlie G. LeCompte**
Rachel A. Lightfoot***
Kristina M. Lopez***
Alissa M. Lubben*
Kayla R. Michiels***
Carly E. Miller***
Ian R. Miller
Mckenna R. Mohs**
Sara Plaum***
Alexis D. RobertsΔ

Gabriella R. Rodriguez**
Gina N. Sandoval
Chloe Saunders**
Bailey L. Sherbrooke
Kelsey K. SikkemaΔ

Nicole Smith**
Ashley Smith***†

Alexandria M. Spell-Flores***
Carissa A. Torres**
Rachael J. Vogel**
Shayna N. Vohs***
Brittany R. Weatherill*
Justin Willey**
Melissa G. Williams*
Bethany K. Wilson***
Cassandra N. Wray***

Bachelor of Science in Elementary 
Education and Special Education

Melissa E. Abarca
Anittssa N. Alarcon***

Lucia Alegria**
Shannon E. Allor***
Cody D. Baird**
Brandy Bartley***
Katelyn E. Berryhill
Kirby Cabrera**
Xiomara Castillo*
Aggie M. Dahl**
Kali M. Dahlman***
Taylor J. Darnell**
William C. Gallmeyer**
Maison C. Ghosh***
Whitney H. Goans**
Kayla T. Deleon Guerrero**
Jacquelyn S. Hamann◊

Sou Haze***
Alysa C. Hoffman*
Analy Huerta
Klaudia Jaron◊

Heather N. Kralovetz**
Eryn E. Lasica***
Jillian E. Lee◊

Veronica N. Montgomery
Connor S. Nason*
Jennifer Newton**
Talitha Oberlander***
Brooke L. Reeves**
Megan Roesner
Haley N. Simpson***
Lauren K. Thomas***†

Kimberlynn K. Thoreson***
Macy N. Tyler
Lamont D. Williams
Peyton Zeigler◊

Bachelor of Science in  
Secondary Education

James R. Anderson◊

Haylee K. Baardsen***
Lynsey M. Bettig**
Robert J. Callaway Jr.*
Elizabeth A. Carter***
Fabian A. Coker***
Joseph A. Crook**
Josie M. De Alejandro**
Makayla J. Dubois
Celena C. Duthu
Russel W. Gerrard**
Lilia Gonzalez**
Corey A. Griffin***
Hannah E. Harris***
Katrina M. Hill**

Arin M. Jaime
Tatum S. Kaiser
Blake A. Kellard
Rebecca A. Leininger*
Sean Q. Leonard
Nicole R. Longanecker
Ana B. Sanchez Lopez
Astrid N. Maldonado
Kayla Martin◊

Daniellejenise S. Martinez
Jacquelyn Martinez
Caitlin Mccombs◊

Jared M. Miller**
Ryan C. Moore*
Micah J. Murphy***
Brianna M. Murray*
Alyssa R. Nava
Grace O'Toole***
Karina L. Parnell***
Rachel T. Prather**
Joshua I. Quadara*
Kelsey E. Rallison
Jessica C. Reed*
Megan C. Scales***
Mckenna Skaggs**
Shiloh M. Slaeker***
Brittney Smith*†

Zoe F. Spaulding**
Christopher A. Stokich
Marissa E. Surber***
Amy J. Wampler**
Steven A. Weigelt
Sara R. Westerman
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College of Fine Arts 
and Production



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

20  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College  21

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies 
and Digital Film

Devin M. Elledge

Bachelor of Arts in Communications 
and Digital Film 

Clarissa C. Galaviz Lizarraga◊†

Bachelor of Arts in Communications 
and Theatre and Drama

Ashley M. Romantic**

Bachelor of Arts in Dance Education

Faith E. Brandt
Leesa D. Chaparro
Chloe I. Davis
Cesar Duenas Aten*
Cayla J. Jennings**
Michelle Lemons
Bryana Moller**
Michaela B. Soeth**†

Ted Williams Jr.

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design

Jason D. Bartley Jr.***
Alyssa L. Barton*
Marie A. Bell***
Alysha M. Clark***
Jose M. Cordova*
Rebeca S. Cruz**
Jessy K. Eatmon
Carlos A. Espino*
Daniel J. Estrella**
Matthew D. Frank***
Olivia Garrett***
Ariana G. Gastelum***
Roman N. Godfrey*
Francisco Gonzalez
Gage A. Hale
Jonathan W. Harned
Brooke Hicks**
Kayley E. Lazar
Elizabeth R. Lee**
Bradley Leonard*
Tanner P. Lueders*

Lorenzo A. Mendoza*
Reed W. Novak◊

Leslie Pace***
Joshua M. Pickering
Sydney E. Ray***
Lauren Richard*
Alexandra K. Rowland*
Alyssa A. Rubino
Aaron Sala
Sara M. Taylor***
Grant R. Twogood*
Calvin Weibel**
Austen T. Winovich**

Bachelor of Arts in Digital  
Design and Digital Film

Fabiola Martinez

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design 
and Theatre and Drama

Addison C. Wead

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film

Christian Flores Arteaga*
Emma C. Bowen**
Christopher S. Burton
Jonathan T. Craft
Rafael Domenech
Bret Edson***
Brenton D. Ekstrand**
Austin M. Elmer**
Frank R. Garcia***
William D. Gore**
Spencer Heaton***
Reece Howle
Heidi E. Johnson◊

Kelly Kerley**
Rebecca Leahy
Treyvon E. Lee
Bethany K. Libby
Kennedi R. Martin**
Tyler P. McDonald*
Brian P. Meador*
Taylor J. Melody**
Jillian M. MooreΔ

Ioana Purice
Ashton D. Quintero***
Angel T. Ramos**

Keriss Roadruck**
Ryker H. Roberts**
Ashlyn N. Tafoya***
Alexander A. Taylor**
Dustin R. Tuggle
Bethany J. VigilΔ

Alyssa J. Way
Kelly R. Wiseman***

Bachelor of Arts in English  
Literature and Digital Film

Cody T. Martin***

Bachelor of Arts in Music

Grace BaughmanΔ

Davis O. Carpenter
Kalynn D. Fleischman◊

Alea C. Gough
Danielle L. King***
Jennifer Pike*
Tricia L. Ramsey***
Luis Fernando Ruiz
Omar A. Williams*
Brenna Willson**

Bachelor of Arts in Music Education

Amanda A. Arellano*
Kaylee M. Atkisson**
Stephen Levesque*
Preston T. Macdonald***
Micaela G. Saucedo**

Bachelor of Arts in Theatre  
and Drama

Jordyn N. Bland
Devaune Bohall**
Mariah A. Bradford**
Hayden C. Domenico**
Thao-My B. Ha-Nguyen
Quinn Johnson**
Jennifer M. Marcantonio
Samantha A. Moore
Brianna Mullavey
Laynie Nelson**
Rebecca M. Owen
Armani M. Randolph
Madeline M. Santana**†

Kayana S. Sweeney
Rebekah Vice*
Amber Warner
Brenna J. Warren**
Perry S. Whitehair
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College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

24  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College  25

Bachelor of Arts in Communications

Brittany B. Alayra
Brett K. Anton
Jessica N. BaralΔ

Tahnibah S. Begay
Melodi Bell*
Nicole J. Berger***
Taylor A. Bond*
Benson G. Bullock**
Dustin L. Burk
Victoria Camarillo**
Christine L. David***†

Karljose K. Deleon**
Vincent C. Duarte
Taylor E. Eggleston
Lindsey N. Einstoss***
Lian Engelman
Addelyn Evans
Tyler Franks**
Carolyn M. Galaska
Allison B. Gallagher**
Lukas D. Gladhart**
Carsen E. Glass
Andrea M. Hamilton***†

Christopher W. Haneline
Nicholas B. Hanscome**
Kyle Harris
Molly M. Hayes◊

Jennifer Henrich**
Naomi C. Hernandez
Katrina N. Hopper***
Alexa B. Jones
Quinci A. Keaton*
Katrina R. Keith**
Molly E. Krabbe
Fletcher Like***
Taylor D. LynnΔ

Jeffrey Lyons***
Angie M. Lyscio
Spencer Maier***
Kristin Matysek**
Caitlin E. Mcandrew
Elisha M. Miles
Lily J. Moe***
Ashley C. Murphy
Ashley M. Nave**
Selina Nicotra
Samuel Olson
Jordon M. O'Sullivan
Justin T. Owens*
Rebekah M. Patton***

Abigail Ploeser**
Kelly L. Pollard***
Rae Chelle L. Ransaw
Karli Richardson
Nathaniel J. Ritchie
Jordyn A. Sanchez
Deanna Schmidt
Sean Scholer
Gretchen Searle
Alanna M. Sherry
Isaiah C. Stevens
Courtney N. Stewart
Faith L. Suffridge**
Lisa G. Torres***
Melissa L. Turkenkopf
Vanessa Valdez
Camree J. Wartman*
Allen A. Washington
Sabrina E. Watson
Tarissa L. Zalfen*

Bachelor of Arts in Communications 
and Bachelor of Science in 
Psychology

Taylor J. Johnson***

Bachelor of Arts in Communications 
and English Literature

Tegan S. Kelly***

Bachelor of Arts in English Literature

Sydni C. Breslin
Ryan L. Deyling*
Aubrey A. Douglas**
Chloe N. Langford*
Kelly Loh**
Ashlienne L. Newsome***
Alexandra T. Rathsman
Chasen R. Turk
Amber L. Wallace
Kelsey Zibert***

Bachelor of Arts in Government

Audrey BimbiΔ†

Daniel BornΔ

Jennifer DonahueΔ

Zachary HeyneΔ

Treja M. Jones***
Daisy A. OchoaΔ

Mirelia V. Fernandez Rabago***
Shannon J. Stovall
Christina M. Welch***
Laine A. WingfieldΔ

Bachelor of Arts in History

Mark J. Berdal
Mark R. Blackstone Jr.*
Andrew C. Chenault
Matthew Garcia***
Christian Malik
Joy N. Nielsen
Donita M. PeteanΔ†

Naomi A. Primeau**
Jessica C. Sardella
Amanda V. Watson†

Bachelor of Arts in History and 
Bachelor of Science in Sociology

Celena S. Gammon***

Bachelor of Arts in History for 
Secondary Education

Joshua M. Collins◊

Sarah M. Gonzales**
Cory A. Paradise
Joseph S. Schneider

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Management and Psychology

Creighton B. Hardy

Bachelor of Science in Counseling

Colin Moore
Sarah K. Aiwohi***
Kayla M. Anticevich***
Laura A. Ausenhus◊†

Kamalei Borinstein***
Cindy L. Dale**
Alfred A. Delacerda
Hannah B. Evans***†

Zackery J. Ferro*
Roscoe B. Greenfield
Debora Guler

Priscilla A. Jaramillo***
Hanna J. Klinefelter
BreElle L. Lampkin
Samantha L. Provenzano*
Marisa N. Rodriguez
Brianna J. Smith*
Maria D. Soper
Nicole R. Valdanbrini

Bachelor of Science in  
Justice Studies

Mackenzie S. Ammer**
Jessica K. Arata***
Arath Blanco
Kino Bonelli*
Austin M. Brown
Aaron M. Burnside***
Tyler L. Carlson*
Kayla R. CarpenterΔ

Jesse Contreras
Liliana Naranjo Cornejo***
Brenda A. Crawford
Mitchell J. Crowell
Megan Dahl***
Tanesha Daniels
Jose E. Durazo**
James Ainel Esteban**
Alyssa J. Farinas*
Marcus A. Flannigan**
Antulio Garcia*
Robert Garrity
Hillary L. Gavino**†

Bailey Goodart
Grant A. Halladay◊

Jessica P. Harris**
Yazmeen E. Hernandez
Chantel N. Hutchinson*
Nathan R. Jewell*
Russell KeetonΔ

Rebecca J. Kemper
Michelle J. Leppla Lamarca
Conner R. Lee
Jessica G. Manjarrez
Gabriel E. Marcurio
Evan A. Marone**
Zelor C. Massaquoi
Lamonte McDuffie
Travis M. Moser
Kelsi E. Nygaard**
Ashley M. Paterson**
Daniel A. Pope
Tatianna Rawlings◊

Mario A. RoblesΔ

Carley J. Roddy
Connor L. Rosser***
Zachery A. Samples
Trace R. Scheckel*
Zakrey R. Simmons**
Mechellai C. Sims
Hunter M. Smith*
Brian J. Smithart
Stephanie K. Soliday***
Joseph Speltz
Michaela C. Stair◊

Matthew S. Stime*
Megan R. Trainor
Jorge L. Tremillio**
Jennifer N. Vasquez***†

Katelyn E. Walden**
Nicholas A. Yacobucci
Brett E. Young

Bachelor of Science in Justice 
Studies and Psychology

Courtney J. Campbell***†

Kimberly Y. Cardona
Brittanee L. Carranza
Hannah N. Clack◊

Taylor N. Donoho**†

Franchesca V. Hernandez
Adriana Ledesma
Brianna E. Swartz*
Rafael Bautista Vargas***

Bachelor of Science in Justice 
Studies and Sociology

Katreena Scotton-Crews***
Laura Valdez

Bachelor of Science in Mathematics 
for Secondary Education

Torrey T. Martin

Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Nicholas B. Abbott
Kylee L. Aranaydo**
Hiliana Holguin Arzola
Miranda E. Ashcroft-Riggs***
Jaritma J. Avilez

Taylor N. Baird
Brittany M. Baril**
Kaylee J. Barton
Hannah E. Berger***
Carena J. Bloom***
Sydney T. Bost***
Karen Bounds
Jordan A. Boyce
Madison M. Brock
Daytwon L. Brown
Mikaela J. Bruner
Kylie R. Burkholder***
Jordan Camamo
Vena Campbell
Elizabeth V. Cardoza
Natalie Jo L. Cardwell*
Natalie N. Carlat
Harleigh S. CastleΔ

Monique N. Cavalo**
Marcela E. Chacon
Christiana P. ChaffinΔ

Susana Chavez**
Tha Chin**
Emily A. Christensen***
Paige N. Clark*
Anna O. Cofrancesco***†

Kristiann B. Corley**
Nicole E. Cosner**
Dulce K. Cota
Sydney A. Daw
Falon L. Dela Vega
Shelby M. Delgado**
Alejandro Diaz*
Ryan A. Dixon**
Dana Doebelin*
Joseph T. Dombroski**
Claudia N. Dunn
Hayley Dyrr***
Alison K. Erbes
Karina Balmaceda Estrada*
Jessica T. Flores
Alec J. FranksΔ

Brisa J. Gallardo**
Alexandra L. Gilbert**
Justin GilmoreΔ

Haley R. Goff
Cristina M. Gonzalez
Ariadna E. Granillo***†

Jessica K. Green**†

Danielle Gross
Maria A. Gudani
Olivia R. Gula
Enedina Guzman
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26  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College

Selma Hasanovic
Breanna HeaneyΔ

Nicolette Herrera
Tori L. Hickman
Emily R. Hoff**
Cheyanne N. Housler
Jade A. Howard***
Clarissa Infante
Maxwell V. Jaskolski
Tatyana Johnson
Nora N. KandoΔ

Haily C. Kinikin
Rheana M. Kinney◊

Christianna L. Klatt
Michael J. Kruk
Mehgan L. Lambert*
Christina A. Leon**
Gabriel Leon***†

Matt List***
Amanda N. Long***
Erica M. Longoria
Kayla J. Lowkie
Stephen R. Mackanic
Christopher M. Martinez
Raelena J. Maxson***
Darci K. Maxwell
Emilie A. Mccoy***
Shannon McGrath***†

Madison T. Millard***
Chris J. Miller
Jocelyn L. Moorhead
Kristen R. Multanen***†

Adiary MunozΔ

Kayla M. Murray
Kelsey D. Musgrave**
Anissa Navarro
Ashleigh N. Norwood***
Mofolasayo O. Oguntunde**
Diana L. Orozco
Erika L. Ott**
Uzo Owuama**
Alejandra PachecoΔ

Quentin L. Palmer**
Diana L. Perez***
Emily Pietro*
Ryan D. Preddy
Ashley A. Price
Paige S. Prielipp
Taylor C. Proctor
Hannah M. RagonesiΔ

Daniel K. Rau***†

Marissa Raymundo**
Carly Reece*

Abigail L. Richardson**
Monica M. Rivas*
Miranda V. Rodriguez
Yamileht B. Rodriguez
Gauge B. Romine*
Judith Ruiz
Briana N. Sandhaus*
Kelly-Grace B. Schaffer◊

Bailey H. Schulz
Elsa R. Shalow***
Madison F. Sherer
Megan R. SmallΔ

Emily E. Smith*
Sierra N. Smith
Haven N. Snyder**
Micah Sparks
Jacob E. Stokes*
Sierra M. Study◊

Jacob D. Taylor*
Mikayla R. Terrall**
Perla C. Varela
Naomi B. Vazquez
Adam K. Verano
Monserrat L. VerduzcoΔ

Patrick G. Vitato
Kassidy C. West
Carli M. Whitley*
Kaylene P. Wildrick
Marleane T. Williams**
Desiree J. Wolf*
Grace Woodruff***
Nadai T. Wylie
Jasmine M. Zazueta*

Bachelor of Science in  
Psychology and Sociology

Shaela M. Sakamoto
Lindsey M. Taylor*
Trevor X. Witta***

Bachelor of Science in Sociology

Alejandra Acero*
Maribel L. Bennett 
Krista J. Bordy***
Kelly Boyd***
Luis A. Dorantes Castillo
Shawn M. FordΔ

Andrea A. Garcia**
Jennifer M. Gates***
Laken G. Hansen◊

Jordan N. Harvell
Ashlyn T. Hastings**
Rose D. J. HeathΔ

Zac Hyzdu
Kelly L. Ikin***
Lauren Kam
Sara F. Kosier
Sara A. Logan***
Chelsea E. Low**
Monica M. Morales
Miriam R. Mosley***
Catherine G. Mulhern***
Luis D. Orozco*
Linh Pham***
Felicia M. Roberts◊†

Octavio L. Servin
Annie G. TrailΔ

Rebecca A. Wamstad***
Cassidi K. Whitley
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30  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College  31

Bachelor of Science in  
Athletic Training

Amanda Beers
Cecilia Chang***
Rebekah L. Gardiner**
Lanae Gayle**
Taylor J. Palacios
Travis P. Pasillas
Veronica L. Rivas**
Shelby R. Yazzie*

Bachelor of Science in Health  
Care Administration

Jasmine Atitebi
Robert G. Bandelier***
Megan R. Blanton
Kathleen A. Bollnow***
Blake E. BrownΔ

Marissa R. Canez***
Marissa A. Clawson***
Ana Czarina Clemente
Yvette D. Coles**
Genesis S. Cortez***†

James M. Curtis**
Frank A. Dedonatis II**
Joseph M. Dilling*
Elizabeth F. Fogel***
Jazmyn T. Franklin**
Michael A. Garcia**
Stephanie D. Hall
Mikihailah A. Kormos
Madison A. Mains**
Chaslyn Marques**
Taylor C. McDaniel
Madison J. McGrellis
Amanda McKenna
Sarah N. Millers*
Nicholas C. Monte
Stephanie Pena Montoya
Miriam S. Gutierrez MorenoΔ

Cayla J. Nguyen**
Lychrisha Osei**
Teryn M. Overman
Alicia C. Popik**
Jesmine Pradhan
Jerome L. Schaeffer II
Allison Scott
Corey Snow
Tori A. Sommerfeld***
Amber L. Stanley*

Zachary A. Stolarow*
Farrah Tate
Tatiana R. Thomas
Montana J. TownsendΔ

Jose A. Vasquez
Jessica M. Waters
Savanah L. Watkins***
Rita M. Williams
Ariana M. Zehm***

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Hannah Chari Abejuela*
Darian J. Aceves***
Elise M. Aguilera*
Sandra A. Aleman**
Luba H. Alexander**
Gabriel Alexander-Peters*
Elizabeth Alfing***
Jodi L. Anderson***
Madison Anderson*
Mikaela Andringa*
Samantha G. Arbogast**
Corinne Arnold**
John A. Arnold*
Bailey Austin*
Jacqueline E. Bailes**
Sarah K. Bailey*†

Elisabeth Balken*
Kathryn M. Barnes
Presley V. Barnett*
Samantha M. Barr***
Antonia M. Bavilacqua*
Samantha P. Belcher**
Maesie Bender*
Yesenia Benitez*
Shelby P. Benjamin***
Haley K. Bennett**
Cassandra L. Beswick**†

Sydney Bewernick**
Amy Bjorkman**
Randi M. Bostrom**
Kelsey L. Brown*
Scott L. Bryson**
Chelsey Buitendorp*
Jessika P. Bullaro*
Katherine A. Burke***
Kate F. Cairney***
Emily A. Calligan
Brianna L. Carmouche*
Jordan N. Carreiro**
Valerie K. Cassavant*
Chelsee T. Chandler**

Megan K. Clark*
Ellen E. Combs**
Kayla Comstock*
Erin C. Conklin***
Melissa A. Cook
Cynthia L. Cooper**
Jason Cooper*
Kayla M. Copley**
Anna L. Counts**
Monica B. Cozad
Christiana Cullumber*
Krysta R. Davis***
Michelle M. Davis***
Peyton A. Davis*
Princess Lynne De Dios**†

Dasia Dennis**
Kylee S. Devendorf**
Grace M. Dimond**
Christopher D. Doan
Timothy M. Dornseif***
Brooke D. Downey**
Gerald Dunn***
Erika E. Duvall*
Amanda G. Edwards**
Melissa Espinoza*
Bryanna L. Esplana**
Samantha S. Eveland*
Timothy W. Falcone
Casandra Falletta***
Tiana A. Farlow**
Shardae R. Fernandes
Jeunne M. Fernando***
William Fisher***
Paige Flugge*
Ryan W. Forcey*
Sarah Fredericks**
Destinee E. Fulton*
Reyna I. Castaneda Garcia*
Blakely A. George*
Cassandra C. Gimarino**
Lauren E. Goeller**
Carolina Gomez***
Hannah G. Gonsalves*
Cynthia Grajeda*
Victoria Gray**
Michelle A. Grijalva**
Giamarie Groenenboom
Alyssa C. Guajardo**
Nicole A. Guerrero*
Nancy E. Gustavson
Ariana M. Gutierrez
Keyah D. Hall
Alli Hammond*

Kyira F. Hankton*
Brooke L. Hanson*
Paige Hawkins◊

Amanda C. Hayward**
Emily S. Hearn**
Brandon D. Heck*
Cornelia J. Hightower***
Sara E. Hill**
Jessica A. Holmes
Emily A. Hosner***
Lindsay R. Hsueh***
Jennifer A. Hudson**
Teresa C. Huff**
Grady H. Hughes
Jamie N. Hunt***†

Ernestine U. Ihekire**
Marleina C. Inzunza◊

Danielle M. Jacquez*
Jamie Jaruvangsanti*
Ariadne J. Jensen**
Alexandria N. Jimenez**
Sophia Jimenez*
Kyrsten A. Johannsen*
Jennifer A. Johnson***
Melissa P. Jolliffe
Lisa Jurmu**
Desiree M. Justus*
Markus E. Jwander**
Lea C. Kadillak**†

Alexandra Kalfas*
Wilhelmina A. Kauffman*
Breanna L. Kaye**
Kayla A. Kerekes**
Jin Kyoung Kim***
Amy D. Kliewer*
Evynn T. Knotts
Ashley L. Koile**
Kimberly L. Kollman**
Mary M. Kozar
Kiersten M. Krzeminski*
Dorian D. Kuhn***†

Caleb H. LaCelle**
Michelle D. Lavin**
Priscilla A. Lawson*
Mary Le***
Nicole L. Lee**
Jesse A. Lehman*
Katrina N. Lehner**
Katherine A. Lichtie***
Brittany Livingston***
Toni E. Lodico***†

Jordan A. Luciano*
Erin Lung**

Jason Macario**
Ciara N. Macias*
Celeste M. Mackelrath
Roxanne K. Maier**
Brenda Mallaire***
Cody Manfull
Cynthia Marquez*
Nicole M. Marquez**
Jacquelyn N. Martin***
Lori A. Martinez**
Mia J. Martinez**
Riley L. Martinez***
Adrian M. Martinez*
Sydney Martyn**
Abby C. May*
Abigail E. McCall*
Brenna E. McCarthy**
Cassie A. Mcdonald***
Rebecca L. Mcdonald***
Connor J. Mclaughlin**
Celina J. Medina**
Kandy L. Medina*
Olivia M. Meek*
Adrienne R. Mejia**
Ericka M. Mendez
Sarah N. Mertens**
Felicia Meyer**
Aimee J. Miladin**
Katie M. Millar**
Morgan E. Miller*
Danielle M. Mink**
Karly A. Mooneyham*
Albert Morales**
Mark Jason Morales**
Lauren J. Mordhorst***
Taylor R. Motes**
Tracey L. Mueller**
Paisley M. Muller
Mariah L. Neal-Steele**
Christy D. Neighbors
Taylor R. Newgaard***
Kathryn R. Newsome
Jadi M. Norris
Audrey Nugent**
Amanda N. Nunez*
Cynthia Obaigwa***
Chelsey K. O'Connell**
Joy A. Ohunyon**
Efe M. Okougbo**
Megan N. Orach
Aileen V. Osorio◊

Christina N. Panzera*
Ana Z. Parra*

Taylor Pearson*
Jessica E. Perez***
Blaine A. Perryman**
Ashley Petersen*
Haley S. Petersen***
Karida F. Pieger*
Paige N. Pittman**
Brittany Pond
Mercedes C. Post**
Olivia J. Purcell**
Theresa C. Queen**
Elizabeth A. Quezada
Danielle J. Raff
Victoria J. Rambus***
Ydalia V. Ramirez*
Ayat N. Rassas***
Mary Rattler*
Peyton A. Reeves***
Brooke A. Regier**
Sydney A. Reinhold***
Bailie A. Reinwald*
Abby L. Rhoades**
Makenzie R. Richardson***
Kristen N. Rocks*
Lauren Rodrick
Brianna M. Rodriguez*
Jacquelyn Rodriguez*
Daniel Rodriguez*
Erin M. Roehm***
Shelby Rojas**
Samantha R. Romanin**
Joanne M. Ruiz***
Jeremy Sakkas**
Stephanie Salas***
Diana V. Sanchez**
Sarah V. Sanchez*
Emily S. Sandahl**
Kindsey R. Sanders
Victoria A. Saunders**†

Kaylee C. Schali**
Caitlin Schaumberg*
Chelsea N. Schell**
Brenna L. Schmidt*
Kylie J. Scott***
Christopher Seleen**
Naomi R. Selzer**
Jonieve Serra
Erika Shepard†

Blakelynn A. Sherouse
Emily H. Shieh**
Ashley C. Shinkle*
Julia A. Shostak**
Shaina A. Sievwright
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32  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College

Jayme J. Simon***
Jesse Simonton**
Brynne S. Sininger***
Stephanie M. Skor*
Amanda L. Slaughter**
Madison Smith**
Alyson J. Soll*
Emily Steahly**
Michelle Steele**
Danielle C. Steffler**
Lauren M. Stewart
Chandler N. Swayzee
Dean C. Tapiceria*
Ashlee Taylor**
Kaitlin E. Thursby***
Blake H. Todd
Ciera Torres**
Samuel Torres Jr.***
Hong Tran**
Emily N. Trejo**
Lindsey R. Triemstra*
Brieanna R. Valenzuela*
Brooke C. Van Der Steen**
Breanne J. Vazquez*
Alissa Villamor***
Abigail C. Von Pohle**
Jamie C. Walton*
Stacey Wax***
Ashlynn M. Wedwick**†

Briana M. Weiner*
Melanie R. White*
Savannah J. Wilkinson**
Sierra L. Winters***
Christine S. Wolesensky***
Mayte I. ZendejasΔ

Megan R. Zilla
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36  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College  37

Bachelor of Science in Biology

Paulina Aguilar**
Iyayi O. Aigbokhan**†

Allyson Allan
Jordyn A. Allen*†

Mario O. Rodriguez Alvarado***
Nivia H. Alvarado
Adriana G. Arellano
Paulina S. Awuah
Emily L. Baird
Jeremy M. Baker***
Nicole R. Baldwin*
Juan E. Barraza
Jessica Gutierrez Beas
Katie Bergsma**
Andrew L. Bernal
Caress G. BernardoΔ†

Katrina L. Bethsold
Regina O. Betiku*
Alyxis Bloom**
Ryan J. Boettger***
Tanner S. Bollman
William E. Booth
Jacqueline Gamez BuenoΔ

Eugenia Buoni
Jesse Canez
Gabriel E. Carbajal
Allison C. Chan
Courtney M. Cohen
Daniel R. Cornelison†

Megan L. Crawford-Baca
Rebeka A. Davidian
Malaika A. Davis*
Anna-Maria DeCarolis
Sonam Dhanota
Vesna Djukic
Holly D. Drotzmann**
Bryan J. Dunlavey
Michelle A. Duran*
Sabrina Earle
Jacob M. Esparza*
Chris D. Fagerlie**
Sarah A. Ferguson
Kevin P. Finnegan**
Jessica J. French
Mally C. Gage***†

Jacqueline M. Galarza**
Marlee Gallitto***
Fernando E. Garcia
Garrett C. Garcia
David F. Ghobrial**†

Brandon M. Gonzalez
Monserrat Gonzalez*
Melissa T. Goodman
Dylan W. Goodwin**
Sadie Griffith*
Alexandro Grimaldo**
Alexis M. Grossman
Kayla M. Gutierrez**
Quinton I. Harris
Piper M. Havens*
Chase Heckman
Tye A. Helm
Ricardo I. Santiago Hernandez***†

Nicole L. Hibbs
Nhi M. Ho
Nicholas Hoggatt**
Manuel Holguin*
Jamie L. Horsman*†

Kaitlin R. Jensen**
Alexander JohnsonΔ

Amanda R. Jones*
Matthew S. Kaldawi**
Paw Kamwee*
Melissa Klem*
Kendall M. Lacivita*†

Nang Bawk Lahtaw
Patrick Lam***
Makaela R. Latimer
Taylor Lecaro
Run-Hong Thomas Lee◊

Jessica G. Perez Lemus
Samantha A. Leonard***†

Kaisha Lewis**
Sarah M. Lindquist
Daniel Lomas
Taylor M. Lonsdale**
Susan C. Loza
Laura K. Lozoya*
Madeline H. Lundgren**†

Emma Magnuson**
Landis Mains*
Joseph Marranca***
Keely D. Martin*
Zoe C. Mascola**
Julia May**
Justine Mazuca
Eileen A. Mccarthy
John R. McCulley*
Shannon K. McReynolds***
Natashia A. MejiaΔ

Kelsie L. Middaugh
Kathryn N. Middleton**
Randall Mills†

Alexander M. Miranda*
Monique Muro
Chandler M. Myers*
Megan Myers
Jessyca Navar**
Shelby D. Neshem*
Jude Olear**
Raelyn M. Panzica
Amanda L. Payne
Morgan V. Pedrie
Brittany R. Pelsue
Matthew Pelsue
Daniel R. Pennington*
Sephora Perez
Crystal N. Perkins**
Matthew Pilkington**
Leticia S. Pineda*
Vanessa A. Pineda
Brittney A. Poggiogalle◊

Danielle N. Price**
Dayana QuinonezΔ

Alexandro Rapeta
Heidi C. Rausch◊

Meghan D. Rettler**
Ricardo A. Rivera
Cristal Rodriguez**
Legend M. Romme**
Justine V. Rosarda*
Justin Rossie*
Thomas L. Rotering***
Emily A. Rubio*
Kathryn N. Salczynski*
Amy Salman*
Haley M. Schlotzhauer
Dylan Schulze
Maiah I. Sharma
Joshua Shirley
Vivek Shukla*
Taylor Skaff*
Hannah P. Smith*
Mariah P. Smith**
Claire J. Snodgrass***
CJ M. Thomason
Alanah J. True-Silva
Daniella N. Trujillo
Oanh T. Truong*
Katherine Urrutia
Jessica Valadez*
Merari Valenzuela**
Gabriella M. Valles*
Eryn Vargo**
Thomas C. Varkey***†

Elisabeth Vaughn

Dominique M. Vaught
Ana L. Velo**
Juan A. Villegas◊

Jordan Waddell
Kylie L. Wahinehookae*
William D. Waidelich***
Benjamin S. Wakefield**
Amber N. Watson***
Jordan A. Webinger
Aaron M. Widger◊

Jada K. Williams
Jessica M. WoolgarΔ

Kieran D. Worrell◊

Victoria G. Wymer***
Evana Yousif

Bachelor of Science in Biology  
and Forensic Science

Matthew Brown***
Madison F. Lantzsch**
Kaitlan Peters-Schladweiler*

Bachelor of Science in Biology  
and Psychology

Miguel A. Albanez**
Cristina I. Renteria

Bachelor of Science in  
Exercise Science

Marcus W. Bungard
Martina Cernochova***
Danielle Cheney
Courtney R. Clark◊

Cassie L. Colbert
Carissa Conti*
Ally J. Cuddeford**
Nicholas J. Czapinski*
Allison R. Donahue
Amber Elleby
Soed Aleman Garcia
Crystal L. Heinrich***
Austin D. Henige
Anna Henry**
Kyle S. Holbeck
Ashley Holcomb
Kaitlyn M. Hollis**
Kathryn A. Howard**
Moses Huck
Stephen L. Hunsaker

Jessica C. Jackson
Kendra Kemmerer***
Logan A. Linde
Devin W. Manaois
Mckenna Mann
Lauryn M. Manning
Moriah J. Martin**
Morgan N. McClellan*
Nicholas A. McDonald*
Mathias S. Milford
Michael Milstein**
Olivia L. Moeck*
Micah J. Nussbaum
Samuel J. Proctor◊

Tatum A. Prudhomme**
Zachary A. Rohrer*
Enrique Salas**
Erin E. Sanders**
Dylan M. Suchomel
Jonitai T. Thurman
Nicole Urban*
Adrian Vila
Brianna R. Weaver
Jordan A. Wolter
William M. Yarbrough

Bachelor of Science in  
Forensic Science

Madeline M. Arnold**
Arely S. Moreno Arellano
Christopher W. Barnett
Hannah L. Brosius
Jakelyn Chacon
Sergio A. Del Angel*
Fernanda E. Formento
Jeremy K. Grub*
Mariana R. Guerrero*
Jerusalem Kebede
Joshua J. Lewis
Cynthia Martinez
Jose Melero Martinez
Edward A. Mendoza***
Sonia A. Morataya
Abigail Rios
Cyprianna N. Smith
Leah J. Solis**
Shelby M. Vaughan*
Paola I. Vergara
Julia N. Villela
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40  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆University Honors  †Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Joshua J. Alvarez**
Dakoda J. Archer
Tanen L. Bahn
Kara D. Barron
Brandon C. Bellerson*
Brandan L. Beltz
Adam N. Bennett***
Tamera F. Boyer*
Trynce J. Brandt
Samantha N. Burkhart***
Amanda Catalan**
Tyler Chacon
Demi M. Corkery**
Corena N. Cotner*
Brandon R. Davis***
Daniela J. Diaz
Nicholas A. Fischer*
Joshua Francisco
Manuel Gonzalez
Jason Harmon*
Benjamin J. Hauth***
Madison L. Hayse***
Javaughn J. Iversen
Hunter D. Jackson**
Joshua A. James***
Chase T. Johnson***
Benjamin P. Kravitz***
Emily A. Lemke
Cheri Luikart**
David A. Luna
Nathan M. Means**†

Keegan M. Mueller*
Joseph Nunley**
Daniel Pitner
Isaac T. Plentl**
Jonathan N. Powell*
Juliana M. Rush***
Xavier A. Salazar***
Robert Sample
Daniel W. SeaneyΔ

Andrew M. Strand**
Bryce W. Tennison
Jacob S. Thibodeau***
Jacob J. Thorne*
Carter A. Vaughan***
Alexander J. Vigil***
Rachel D. Weeks***
Andrew Zonoozi***
 

Bachelor of Arts in Christian  
Studies and Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration

Grant J. Moorehead

Bachelor of Arts in Christian 
Studies and Bachelor of Science in 
Psychology

John P. Fernandes***†

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies 
and Communications

Kayla Howard◊

Bachelor of Arts in Christian  
Studies and English Literature

Andrew Loewen*

Bachelor of Arts in Worship Arts

Alexis E. Bolze***

Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude,
Summa Cum Laude:

Graduation with Honors 

Undergraduates completing 60 or more hours of 
resident work at Grand Canyon University and having a 
grade-point average (GPA) of 3.4 or higher for all 
course work completed at GCU, may qualify to receive 
recognition: Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude or Summa 
Cum Laude. An undergraduate student’s GPA on  
March 16, 2017, determines eligibility for honor cords 
and recognition at the commencement ceremony.

Transfer students may not graduate with an honor 
higher than that to which their GPA at GCU would 
qualify them. Second degree and graduate students 
are not eligible for honors.

Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded gold “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Ray-Maben Scholars 
 

This recognition represents the highest scholarship 
honor awarded by GCU. Criteria are established by the 
faculty and the honor is bestowed each year at graduation. 
The required criteria consist of a cumulative and GCU GPA 
of at least 3.9, with no more than 12 transferable hours.

University Honors
 

Undergraduate students who have earned less than 60 
credits of resident work at GCU and have a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher for all coursework completed 
at GCU may qualify to receive the recognition of 
University Honors. Qualified students have been 
awarded silver “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony.†

 
Honors College

 
The Honors College is home to over 700 academically 
advanced students and promotes challenging and 
enriched learning experiences. The Honors College is 
designed to develop honors students into exemplary 
graduates and influential agents of change who will 
lead and serve in both the workplace and local and 
global communities. The interdisciplinary curriculum, 
unique to the college, holistically integrates faith, 
theory, practice and research.
 
Honors College graduates have successfully completed 
20 or more credits of honors coursework, contributed 
research in the Annual Honors College Spring 
Symposium and engaged in special projects, community 
outreach and various work experiences. Their 
contributions, dedication and accomplishments are 
symbolized by the honors medallion worn during the 
commencement ceremony. The Honors College stands 
for great opportunities and even greater rewards.

Honor/Award Descriptions

Bachelor students whose names appear in the program are candidates for the degrees listed, which 
will be conferred subject to completion of requirements.

Special Thanks

The colleges would like to acknowledge all faculty for their dedication and expertise in enabling our 
students to excel as effective future leaders. 

We’d like to say thank you to everyone who contributed, volunteered and assisted with the commencement 
ceremonies. Your hard work and support is greatly appreciated!

GRADUATES WILL RECEIVE A DIPLOMA COVER, A BIBLE AND AN ALUMNI LAPEL PIN 
AS A GIFT FROM GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY
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Grand Canyon University 
Academic Administration

Brian Mueller, MAEd
President and CEO

Hank Radda, PhD
Provost

Michael Berger, EdD
Dean, College of Doctoral Studies

Randy Gibb, PhD
Dean, Colangelo College of Business

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD
Dean, College of Education

Claude Pensis, MFA
Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

Sherman Elliott, EdD
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Lisa Smith, PhD
Dean, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Mark Wooden, PhD
Dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Jason Hiles, PhD
Dean, College of Theology

Antoinette Farmer-Thompson, DHEd
Dean, GCU Honors College and Vice President, Institutional Effectiveness

Jennifer Lech, PhD
Senior Vice President, Academic Affairs and Registrar

Kelly Palese, MEd
Vice President, Academic Operations

Mark Alexander, MEd
Senior Vice President, Curriculum and Content Services

Col angelo College of Business

*Faculty Chair

Randy Gibb, PhD	 Dean
Allison Mason, MBA	 Assistant Dean
Brian C. Smith, PhD 	 Assistant Dean, Director of Sports Business
Laurynn Sillimon, MBA 	 Academic Program Manager 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Kathy Kay Archer, DBA 
Donna L. DeMilia, PhD 
Kim Maclan Donaldson, MIM

Moronke L. Oke, PhD
David C. Perkins, DBA
Ernest Earl Scarbrough, DBA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Kelly Damron, MBA
Melissa Galloway, EdD
Chuck Jarrell, PhD
Timothy Kevin Kelley, MBA
Enrique Lopezlira, MS

Chris Lyons, MBA 
Michael R. Potter, MBA
Rick Roth, EdD
Krystal Slivinski, MA
Elissa Torres, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
Gary Robert Almy, MBA
Eduardo Borquez, MBA
Marnie Davis, MBA 
Lisa Duryee, MPA
Daniel Geivett, MBA 
Brian Hardy, MBA
Ken Hein, MBA
Mark Jacobson, MSF
Greg Lucas, MBA*
Mark Olson, PhD
Tanya Rountree, MM

Jon Ruybalid, JD
Allison Schilling, MM 
Russ Schwarz, MBA
Ed Slover, DM
Shaunna Marie Waltemeyer, MBA
Paul Waterman, MBA
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College of Education

*Faculty Chair
**Executive Director

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD	 Dean	
Debbie Rickey, PhD 	 Associate Dean
Marjaneh Gilpatrick, EdD 	 Executive Director of Educational Outreach

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Donna Kay Hansen, PhD
Joanna Simpson, EdD

Jim Mostofo, EdD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Jena Akard, MEd 
Lisa Bernier, MEd 
Julie Blair, MEd
Meredith Critchfield, PhD
Paul Danuser, MEd 
Rebekah Dyer, MEd
Leslie Foley, PhD

Brandon Juarez, MEd
Katy Long, MEd
Jeff Martin, MEd
Nydia Palomino-Lee, EdD
Emily Pottinger, MEd* 
Stacy Rucker, MEd
Kimber Underdown, MAT

INSTRUCTORS
Lynn Basko, MEd
Sonya Berges, MEd 
Rob Bjork, MEd 
Thomas Christner, MEd
Emil J. Cicogna, MS
Brian Clark, MA
Brenda Combs, EdD
Mia Damiani, MEd
Sheila Damiani, MEd*
Sean Diana, MEd
Lindsay Embree, MEd
Kathryn M. Flavell, MA
Leslie Foley, PhD
Sylvia Harkins, EdD
Jillian Hartman, MS
William Jonathan Hintze, MA
Richard A. Holbeck, MS**

Biba John, MEd
Katie Kosier, MEd
David Larson, MEd
Woody S. Mason, MEd
Drew McBroom, MA
Crystal McCabe, MEd
Jamie Morris, MEd
Angella Mundle, MEd
Virginia Murray, MEd
Carrie O’Donnell, MEd
Katy Sell, MS
Katie Sprute, MEd*
Benjamin J. Vilkas, MEd*
Kim Werking, MEd
Nancy L. Winship, MA

College of Fine Arts and Production

Claude Pensis, MFA	 Dean	
Juan Hernandez, DMA 	 Assistant Dean, Music
William Symington, MFA 	 Assistant Dean, Dance and Theatre

PROFESSOR
Sheila Corley, DMA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Susannah Gail Keita, MFA
Christopher Murphy, MFA
Sheila Schumacher, MFA
Lisa Tervo, MFA
Rachel Velarde, DMA
Nola Yergen, MFA

INSTRUCTORS
Mark Fearey, MM
Brian Gerber, MFA
Michael John Kary, MFA
Paul Koch, MM
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College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Sherman Elliott, EdD	 Dean	
Noé Vargas, DBH 	 Assistant Dean

PROFESSORS
William Barron, PhD 
James Helfers, PhD

Timothy Larkin, PhD
Charles Maxson, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Thomas Dyer, MEd
Diane Goodman, PhD
Jennifer Santos, PhD 
Shannon Lee Schumann, PhD
Thomas James Skeen, PhD 

John Steele, MEd 
Laura Terry, PhD
Ben VanDerLinden, MS
Maria Zafonte, MA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS 
Andrea Alden, PhD 
Priscilla Bamba, PhD 
Mary Beth Nipp, MA*
Lori Cooper, MSPSY
Joshua Danaher, MA
David Dean, PhD
Kristin DiCarlo, MEd
Jessica Farmer, MA

Andrea Hogan, MSL
Jennifer Jones, EdD
Elizabeth K. Larson, MEd
Stephanie Palenque-Meyer, MA
Filippo Posta, PhD
Brian Raftery, MA
Becky Richey, MA

INSTRUCTORS
Christal Abron, MSPSY
Ruben Jacob Aroz, MA
Brent Edward Bauman, MEd
Jonah Beaumont, MSM
Melanie Bierenbaum, PsyD
Kevin Boyd, MA
Heather Ilene Brody, MA
Marcie Jill Burger, MC
Megan Castles, MBA
Laura Chesniak-Phipps, PhD
Jennifer Chinn, MAENG
Turk Ciftcikara, MEd
Renee Cooperman, PhD
Michael Coplan, MAdmin*
Jolene Daw, MSL
Sarah L. Dwyer, MS

Marquita Elliott, MSL
Karin Fedorsha, MSL
Tennille Feldbush, MA
David J. Foster, MS
Rebecca Anne Foy, MA
Ruben V. Garcia, MEd
Kathleen Gilmore, PhD
Michelle J. Griego, MA
Alan Guthrie, MBA
Tanisha Guy, PhD 
Vallerie Hancock, MA
Kyle Hedden, MA
Henry George Hellman, MEd
Jim Henry Higuera, MAENG
Elbert Hollingsworth, MEd
Steven Hughes, MA

*Faculty Chair

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Samia Marie Humphrey, MEd
Corey Nicole Hunt, MS
Valerie Elaine Ierley, MS
Justin Ivel Johnson, MSL
Herman Johnson, MEd
Joan Johnson, MSPSY
Tamla Johnson, MEd
Lauren Kimberly Kelley, MS
Richard Ketchersid, PhD
Faith MaeLee Kindel, MA
Lisa Konow, MPH
Stefan Koukoudeas, MEd*
Denise Krupp, MA
Julia Langdal, PsyD
Aprillya "Lea" Lanz, PhD 
Amanda S. Laster-Loftus, MA
Raquel Lopez, PhD
Jessica Louis, MSPSY
Gregory William Malloy, MA
Valentino Martinez, MA
Motoyuki Nakagome, MS
John Nicholson, MA
Matthew Nolen, MA
Dana O'Dell, MSM
Ben Perlin, MA
Monica Maria Perrone, MEd
Christopher Petersdinh, PhD
Mary Petty, MA 
Jesse Collin Prather, MA
Barry Regan, MA
Alexis Register, MSL

Nicole J. Rhoades, MEd
Rebecca Richey, MA
Tanya Rios, PhD
Sarah Nicole Robertson, MA
Keith C. Rogers, MPA
Kevin M. Salcido, MS
Nicholas Schoonover, MS
Russell E. Schwarz, MBA
Susan Small, MAT
Victoria Smith, PhD
Daryl "Jeff" Springer, MS
Nikki Marie Squire, MBA
Robert Staples, PhD
David Steimle, MA
Cornel Stemley, MS
Kendra Stewart, DBH
Lisa A. Tervo, MS
Russell Tiedt, MA
Laurie Tone, PhD
Griselle Torres-Garcia, PhD
Elizabeth Valenti, PhD
Dorothy Vasquez-Levy, PhD
Jan Wakefield, MAENG
Kevin Walling, JD
Kimbel Westerson, MFA
Colin Witherspoon, MSPSY
Amy Wortley, MA

*Faculty Chair
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College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

Lisa Smith, PhD 	 Dean
Melanie Logue, PhD	 Associate Dean, Research
Rose Saunders, EdD	 Associate Dean, Pre-Licensure 
Maria Quimba, MSN 	 Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies
Mark McCain, MPA	 Director, Academic Excellence
Dorothea Jiboye, MSN	 Director, Pre-Licensure
Heidi Orehek, MSN	 Director, Pre-Licensure Albuquerque Campus
Brandon Warner, MEd	 Director,  Athletic Training
Susan Newton, MSN	 Manager, Simulation and Lab
Ruth Anne Skinner, MSN 	 ACNP Lead
Pascale Lee, MHA 	 BHCA/BSHS Lead
Jennifer Billingsley, DNP	 DNP  Lead
Tamara Wisely, DNP	 GNE Project Manager/FNP Lead 
Vernon Thacker, PhD 	 RN-BSN Lead
Anna Veronica Perez, MPH 	 MPH Lead
Amy Leach, MSN    	 NCLEX Success Manager

CLINICAL LAB COORDINATORS
Lewis Bright, BSN	 Boswell
Tina Bruce-Arriaga, BSN	 New Mexico
Dolores Hagmeier, BSN   	 Main
Lee Ann Palmer, MSN	 STJMC
Vanessa Slaughter, BSN	 SHC

CLINICAL LAB FACULTY
Francine Bretz, MSN    
Richard Busby, MSN    

Candace Hulbert, MSN    
Jo Anne Palmer, MSN

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Roberta Christophersen, MSN
Jowana  Clinkscales, MSN
Leta Davis, MSN
Deborah Jane Evinrude, MSN
Deb Hamilton, MSN
Katherine Jorgensen, MSN
Greg Kohler, MSN 
Rick  Lloyd, MSN
Doris Loher Lovata, MSN
Michael  McKenney, MS

Roshan Meshkinnafas, MSN
Jason Paltzer, PhD 
Mary Lou Rangel, MSN
Lisa Roberts, MSN
Sherri L. Spicer, MSN
Leigh Ann Tovar, MSN
Gail Tucker, DNP
Virginia Villanueva, MSN
Anne Wendt, MSN
Amanda Ziemendorf,  DNP

College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

Florence Nightingale Pledge

In full knowledge of the obligation I am undertaking, I promise to care for the sick with all the 

skills and understanding I possess without regard for race, creed, color, politics or social status 

sparing no effort to conserve life, to alleviate suffering and to promote health.

I will respect at all times the dignity and religious belief of the patients under my care, holding 

in confidence all personal information entrusted to me and refraining from any action, which 

might endanger life or health.

I will endeavor to keep my professional knowledge and skills at the highest level and to give loyal 

support and cooperation to all members of the health team.

I will do my utmost to honor the international code of ethics applied to nursing and to uphold 

the integrity of the registered professional nurse.

INSTRUCTORS
Wendallynn Briske, MSN 
Marcie Camblin, MSN 
Donna  Carlson, MSN
Tammy  Drewett, MSN
Marc  Eilers, MS
Emily Ellis, MSN
Lesley  Ellison, MSN
Jennifer Elmore, MSN 
Karin Farmer, MSN 
Deborah  Green, MSN
Jessica  Greer, BSN
Tami Hampson, MSN

Carol Haynes, MSN 
Stephanie Herrick Kays, MSN 
Julie  Laybourne, MSN
Dana Lords, MSN
David  Mesman, MEd
Ariel Nunez, MSN
Elizabeth  Okegbile, PhD
Robin  Rogers, MSN
Patricia Saenz, MSN 
Linda  Sharp, MSN
Catherine Smyser, MSN
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College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Mark Wooden, PhD  	 Dean
Michael Sheller, PhD 	 Associate Dean
Heather Monthie, PhD	 Assistant Dean
Jon Valla, PhD	 Assistant Dean
 
PROFESSORS
Neal Adam, PhD
Galyna Kufryk, PhD

Ramesh Velupillaimani, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Russell Grubbs, PhD
William Kuehl, MS

Sherlin Moses, PhD
Cindy Seminoff, PhD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Melissa Beddow, MS
Ting Chen, PhD
Randhir Deo, PhD 
Lydia Fritz, MS
Donna Gerakos, MS
Charley Langley, PhD
Tom McCarthy, PhD 

Klaus Mortensen, PhD
Samantha Russell, MS
Tina Salata, MS
Brian Sillanpaa, MD 
David Tello, PhD
Mark Wireman, DC

INSTRUCTORS
Cory Avila, MS 
Michael Barton, MS
Sandy Bledsoe, DVM 
Michael Bodeen, MHPE
Randy Boyles, PhD 
Gary Cao, PhD
Berenise Charlton, PhD 
Karen Denzler, PhD
Anju Dubey, PhD 
Cynthia Foote, PhD
Gail Francis, MS 
Darien Hall, PhD
Deborah Haralson, MEd 
Dina Higgins, MS
Aprill Hite, MS 
Kyle Jones, PhD
Luke Kanuchok, MS 

Ed Koeneman, MT
Ilse Kramer, MEd 
Ryan Melillo, DC
Kathryn Meloche, PhD 
Trevor Nordin, MS
Kristin Norris, MS 
Will Primack, MD
Mark Reha, MEd 
Daisy Savarirajan, PhD
Samridhi Shrestha, PhD 
Ron Smith, PhD
Rebecca Socia, MS 
Stephanie Stang, DC
Andrea Strock, MNS
Li Tan, MS 
Lindsey Wagner, DPT 
Zach Zeigler, PhD

College of Theology

Jason Hiles, PhD  	 Dean
Anna Faith Smith, MDiv	 Associate Dean, Associate Professor	
Daniel Scott Diffey, PhD	 Assistant Dean, Associate Professor	   
 
ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Sammy Alfaro, PhD 
Shawn Bawulski, PhD
Pete Charpentier, DMin
Daniel Scott Diffey, PhD
John Frederick, PhD 

Mark Kreitzer, PhD
Jonathan Kristian Sharpe, MA
Steve Sherman, PhD
Ronald Woodworth, DRS

INSTRUCTORS
Brett Aaron Berger, ThM*
Ryan Brandt, PhD
Manny Cota, MA
Steven Duby, PhD
David Farbishel, DMin 
Todd J. Forrest, MA 
Numa Gomez, MDiv 
Robert Clarence Greene, MDiv
Joshua Greever, PhD
Matthew Louis Hampton, MDiv 
Eric Christopher Hernando, MDiv 
Scott Eugene Hovater, PhD* 
Jeff Jibben, DMin 
Thomas John Joseph, MA 
Margaret Koontz, MDiv 

Robert Ferdinand Krise, MDiv 
Franklin Lamca, MDiv 
Hector B. Llanes, PhD
Andrew McClurg, PhD
Justin McLendon, PhD
Andre LaMont Mooney, MDiv
Gary Osmundsen, PhD
Michele Renee Pasley, MA
Peter Rasor, PhD
Michael Donald Richardson, DMin
Joseph Stanley, MDiv
Valerie De La Torre, DMin
James Ralph Uhley, DMin
James Waddell, MDiv

*Faculty Chair
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Doctrinal Statement

WE BELIEVE the Bible, in the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be inspired, the only infallible, true and 
authoritative Word of God.

WE BELIEVE that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe 
in God the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and Earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. For us and for our salvation He came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. Being fully 
God and perfect man He performed miracles and lived a sinless life.

WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ suffered a vicarious and atoning death through the shedding of His blood. He was 
buried and on the third day was resurrected in His body; after which He ascended to be seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

WE BELIEVE that mankind was originally created in the image and likeness of God, and free from sin. 
Through the temptation of Satan, they transgressed the command of God and fell from their original 
righteousness, whereby all people have inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are thus under 
condemnation. As soon as they are capable of moral action, they become actual transgressors.

WE BELIEVE that for salvation of lost and sinful people, the regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely 
essential. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to 
live a godly life. We believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God and is worshipped and glorified with the Father and 
Son. He divinely inspired the scriptures, convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, leads Christ’s 
church in truth and is the Teacher and Comforter sent by Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE that salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone; that salvation involves the redemption of the 
whole person and is offered freely to all who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. We believe in the resurrection of 
both the saved and the lost; those who are saved unto the resurrection of the living and those who are lost 
unto the resurrection of damnation.

WE BELIEVE in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ as one holy catholic and apostolic 
church, Christ’s body and bride ministering reconciliation to a lost world. As ambassadors for the Kingdom 
of God and the church, we affirm that evangelism and engagement in societal issues are both part of our 
Christian duty; both are necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and humanity, our love for our neighbor 
and our obedience to Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE the message of salvation proclaimed by Christ’s church is an indictment upon every form of 
alienation, oppression and discrimination, denouncing evil and injustice wherever it exists by lovingly ushering in 
the good news that Christ reconciled the world to Himself.

The doctorate (from Latin, docere, to teach) was the first 
known academic degree and was granted by the University of 
Bologna in the 1100s. Originally, doctor’s and master’s degrees 
were almost synonymous, while “bachelor” referred to entering 
a course of study rather than completing a level of work.

Beginning at Harvard in 1642, American universities 
followed British traditions in both the conferring of degrees 
and the design of academic costumes or “regalia.” While some 
common practices were observed, it was not for some 200 
years that a uniform code was established.

Regalia consists of gowns and hoods. The distinguishing 
marks of the gowns indicate the level of scholastic achievement 
of the wearer. Those who hold doctorates wear gowns that 
have a facing of velvet on the bell-shaped sleeves. While neither 
the master’s nor bachelor’s gowns have trimmings, both are 
distinguished by the cut of the sleeves. The master’s gown is 
noted by its long sleeve which drapes freely to the wrist; the 
bachelor’s gown has a pointed sleeve.

Hoods, designed to display the school’s colors, as well as the 
type of degree and area of study, are worn around the neck and 
flowing down the back. The color of the lining inside the hood – 
the chevron – represents the colors of the wearer’s alma mater. 

The color and width of the velvet edging on the hood indicates 
the degree and field of study.

Baccalaureate graduates of Grand Canyon University wear 
the black gown without the hood. The academic colleges are 
represented by the color of the tassels which hang from the 
mortarboards. Gold and silver cords indicate that the wearer is 
graduating with honors.

Faculty and staff who march in the graduation ceremonies 
wear gowns and hoods appropriate for their academic 
achievements. While not an exhaustive list, the following are 
some of the colors that may be seen on their hoods:

Vision Statement
Grand Canyon University is the premier Christian university educating people to lead and serve.

Academic Regalia

Since 1949, Grand Canyon University has been helping 
students find their purpose and achieve their potential by 
preparing them to pursue their chosen career, advance in their 
current career or re-career into a different field. As a Christian 
university, GCU also encourages students to find their purpose 
in Christ, with an emphasis on applying Christian values and 
ethics to their studies and to the workplace. 

GCU offers online and campus-based degree programs within 
a dynamic learning environment for both traditional students as 
well as working professionals. Our classes are appropriately sized 
for each content area and offer engaging interaction with 
classmates as well as individual attention from instructors who care 
about student success.

 GCU is experiencing an exciting time of campus expansion 
that includes new dorms, classrooms, student recreation 
centers, parking structures and a newly upgraded 7,000-seat 
arena. The arena is home to our men’s and women’s basketball 
teams and also hosts other events such as concerts and world-
renowned Christian speakers.

As a regionally accredited university, GCU offers the most 
experienced leadership in delivering degree programs online. 
Students work in an innovative digital classroom, connect with full-time 
faculty and enjoy complete access to our vibrant Phoenix campus 
community, while studying at the times that work for their schedule 
and still enjoying a close connection with classmates via online 
discussions. For more information regarding GCU's mission 
statement, visit gcu.edu/mission. 

Mission Statement
Grand Canyon University prepares learners to become global citizens, critical thinkers, 

effective communicators and responsible leaders by providing an academically 
challenging, values-based curriculum from the context of our Christian heritage.

In medieval times, a mace was a hand-to-hand combat 
weapon. In about the year 1400 A.D., a mace evolved from a 
weapon to a ceremonial instrument used by academicians in 
rituals such as commencement and inaugurations. The oldest 
known ceremonial mace was that of the Faculty of Common 
Law on University of St. Andrews in Scotland, used in 1438.

The mace is carried at the head of the procession and placed in 
a special stand, thus signifying the formal onset of the ceremony. 

GCU’s ceremonial mace is a hand-crafted walnut staff 
combined with a specially sculpted medal seal. When the 

Grand Canyon College seal was adopted in 1950, two of its 
major components were the cactus and the cross. The 
saguaro cactus rises from its desert setting to signify the 
intellectual opportunity for Grand Canyon University students, 
counteracting the arid mental state of uneducated man. The 
cross stands prominently on the horizon as a guide for spiritual 
enlightenment. Between the outer circle representing the 
earth and inner circle representing the wheel of progress, the 
name of the university, its location and the year it was chartered 
are inscribed. 

The University Mace

Those who hold the PhD degree may choose either the color of 
their discipline or PhD blue, a royal blue.

Arts, Letters, Humanities ..... white

Math and Sciences ...................gold

Business ....................................drab

Music ...........................................pink

Fine Arts ................................ brown

Education ..........................light blue

Religion ..................................scarlet

Public Health .............. salmon pink

Public Administration .....peacock blue

Nursing ................................. apricot



The Office of Alumni Relations

Welcomes the Class of 2017 Alumni!

At Grand Canyon University, you’re a Lope for life. As you continue to pursue  

your purpose, you can still stay connected to our campus community.  

We invite you to join a local alumni chapter, where you can network with fellow GCU 

grads and stay connected to your Lope roots. We also host alumni events 

throughout the year and offer plenty of opportunities to get involved!

Don’t forget to share your stories and accomplishments,

from career achievements to personal milestones. 

Congratulations Class of 2017!

Stay connected:
gcu.edu/alumni

facebook.com/gcualumni

gcu.edu/linkedin

twitter.com/gcualumni 

instagram.com/gcu

#Lope4Life


