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Commencement 2017 “Find Your Purpose”

December 15, 2017
9 am 

College of Education

College of Fine Arts and Production

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

College of Science, Engineering and Technology

College of Theology

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
	 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
	 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
	 Recorded by GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM
	 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD
	 Vice President of Student Affairs
	 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
	 Brian Mueller, MAEd
	 President and CEO, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
	 Dr. Rick Rigsby 
	 Motivational Speaker and Author  

STUDENT SPEAKER
	 Nick Ahadzadeh
	 Bachelor of Arts in Government
	 College of Humanities and Social Sciences

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2017
	 Nathan Carpenter
	 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
	 Hank Radda, PhD
	 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES

Commencement 2017 “Find Your Purpose”

December 15, 2017
2 pm 

Colangelo College of Business 

College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
	 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
	 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
	 Recorded by GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM
	 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD
	 Vice President of Student Affairs
	 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
	 Brian Mueller, MAEd
	 President and CEO, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
	 Dr. Rick Rigsby 
	 Motivational Speaker and Author

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE PLEDGE (pg. 37)
	 For our Nursing Students

STUDENT SPEAKER
	 Mary Shamoon
	 Bachelor of Science in Nursing
	 College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2017
	 Nathan Carpenter
	 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
	 Hank Radda, PhD
	 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES
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Special Music

CRITICAL MASS

Vocal ensemble, Critical Mass, is a traveling ministry team that represents the music 
department, the College of Fine Arts and Production and Grand Canyon University. 
Members are selected through an annual audition open to all music majors. They 
perform a wide variety of all a cappella music. The ensemble performs on campus and 
is on the road throughout the year representing GCU at churches, schools, special 
events and other venues throughout Arizona.

Commencement Keynote Speaker

RICK RIGSBY 

Dr. Rick Rigsby is President and CEO of Rick Rigsby 
Communications. Through motivational speaking, 
corporate coaching, books and social media outlets, Rick 
encourages and empowers audience members to become 
great people who do great things.

The San Francisco native is a former award-winning 
journalist, who followed a television news career with six 
years of graduate school—culminating with a PhD from the 
University of Oregon.

A college professor for two decades, Rick spent most of those years at Texas A&M 
University, where he also served as character coach and chaplain for the Aggies 
football team.

Dr. Rigsby now devotes his full attention to empowering people worldwide—from 
presenting leadership principles in Nigeria to speaking to Fortune 500 companies in 
the Americas, Europe and Canada. In high demand among educational, business and 
service organizations and a favorite among professional sports organizations including 
the National Football League and Professional Golf Association, Rick offers common-
sense wisdom to those desiring to rise to greater levels of excellence.

Throughout his three decades in broadcasting and academe, Rick Rigsby has received 
numerous commendations and awards, including being named a two-time recipient of 
the prestigious Outstanding Teaching Award by Texas A&M University’s College of 
Liberal Arts.

In addition to academic publications, Dr. Rigsby is the author of “Lessons from a Third 
Grade Dropout” —the story of timeless common-sense wisdom learned from his 
father.
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Col angelo College of Business



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

10  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College  11

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Gabrielle Albin
Noor Ali
Isaac W. Batu
Skye BiasettiΔ

Brianna Blinzler***
Luis A. Carranza***
Alondra Castaneda Quintana
Danielle Chandler
Danielle CivitelloΔ

Robert Constas
Amanda E. Der
Giovani B. Diaz***
Samantha Fickel
Maria Ibett GarciaΔ

Jennifer Garcia BañuelosΔ

Sean R. Harrity
Chase Haught
Danitra R. Haynes◊

Austin Hernandez
Mackenzie R. Jordan***
Logan B. Klein**
Sebit P. Kueth
Beth M. Livingston***
Matthew Locke
William D. McFarland**
Brandon McNeil
Meghan R. Metzger***
Jennifer R. Mick*
Nirvana L. Punzul
Ziyun Qin**
Spencer H. Saing**
Khadim Seye
Antonio A. Squieri
Kamryn K. Tokuda**
Christine TranΔ

Cassandra E. Uebelacker***
Samantha I. White**
Jeremie Wilson
Corey Winheim
Jared Wright

Bachelor of Science in Applied 
Business Information Systems

Jeanne Barconey

Bachelor of Science in 	
Business Administration

Nataly Acosta
Breanna Alverson◊

Mico Asister
Mackenzie M. Bowlin
Abigail J. Burton
Sydney V. Cons*
Jason De La Cruz
Velma S. Dearing
Heather D. Deubel
Brianna D. Dorado*
Courtney Fitzmaurice**
Alexander Flower**
Caleb A. Frost
Bailey M. Gallup***
Luke C. HaymanΔ

Brittany R. Henderson-Henry*
Alyssa M. Kamps**
Mariah M. Kempf
Amanda Labash
Annah Lundberg**
Amanda M. Marin
Rachel J. Mina
Sandra M. Navarrete
Melanie R. Nelson
Kayleigh Nielsen
Jeanette Ogaz
Andres Ortega
Mary Jane Portillo
Lynnette M. Ramsey*
Taylor D. Ramsthel
Elise R. Ringler*
Karina D. Robinson
Ingrid Rodriguez*
Isaac J. Ware*
Eric Wilber**
Crystal Williams
Jamel Williams*
Arsenija ZlaticaninΔ

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Information Systems

Ilyas Myngatov
Austin Ochoa

Bachelor of Science in 	
Business Management

Louis E. Aguilera**†

Zachary L. Argenbright
Cameron Beadle
Brandice Beane
Cortney N. Beatty***
Amelia Bellerson***
Rachel A. Bergsten***
Joshua A. Boone*
Chastity R. Boykin
Delaney N. Bridenbaugh
Joseph W. Castellanos**
Amanda Chavez
Alexandra M. Davis*
Eric Diaz
Austin J. Ekeroth
Megan M. Ferrara**
Brianna N. Gainer**
Ashley Garcia
Alyssa J. Gentry***
Jeremy J. George
Megan Hall
Hollie Halula**
Lana P. Heckman
Ping-Yen Hsieh**
Lindsey Hundley
Amanda N. Johnson***
Tremayne J. Jones*
Trent M. Jones
Asad U. Khan
Shelbie J. Knuckles◊

Jordan Kortman
Kelsi LaRue†

Antonio Madrid*
Lauren Mahoney***
Tristin Margheim*
Rich T. Martinez
Brianna M. Mendez
Miles Mikkelsen*
Jennifer D. Molzhan**
Phillip Montoya***
Trevor Montoya***
Jessica Neilon***
Kyler Nixon***†

Miranda J. Nygaard
Daniel Olaguibel
Samantha J. Oliver*
Paul V. Panaccione
Kylie D. Poplin
Lawrence Powell

Skylyr Price
Scot Madison Quiggle***†

Shannon L. Regan*
Henry Santana
Matthew Shoquist
Kerwin J. Smith
Ailani A. Spurr**
Jordan Stocker*
Julius C. Tate
Paulina Taylor Carrillo
Stella Uwimana*
Sara A. Wheeler
Jeremy Wiensch
Andrew S. Ziegler*
Ashley L. ZimmerΔ

Evan A. ZuckerΔ

Bachelor of Science in 
Entrepreneurial Studies

Ashley J. Bruce***
Madison Cox*
Margaret Dailey***
Jack W. Ewles
Brad D. Foster
Cheyanne Laizure
Karlee J. Linnell◊

Janeeka K. Lloyd*
Berenice Perez**
Kasee L. Peterson*
Joanna Rocha
Aubrey R. Schmidt**
Matthew R. Thomas
Tanner Thomas**
Rachel N. Updegraff
Nicolaas van der Knoop
Dartezeon D. Williams
Clay Zentmeyer*

Bachelor of Science in Finance 	
and Economics

Quinn Albright***†

Rodolfo Ayala*
Nathanael D. Basinger***†

Johnny A. Branche**
Tyler J. Brennan*
Aspyne K. Canada
Gabriela B. Cardiel**
Taylor Clark
Rubi M. Cruz
Alhadi F. DaldumΔ

John D. Figueroa
Linette F. Fonseca**
Jorge FrancoΔ

Jacob T. Furrier◊

Heather Graham
Shelby Hartman**
Jacob R. Heisler**†

Brian Henry**
Daulton G. Hopkins***
David N. Jackson
John M. Kramer
Aaron J. Krieger***
Trent Mathews
Garrett Mulkey
Ricardo R. Padilla
Jedediah Perthes-Cox
Jared Pleasant
Royce Preston
Tristan Rogers**
Kevin C. SkinnerΔ

Edmund E. Stutzman
Jeremy P. Sullivan
Cintia M. Traistaru**
Landon Turner
Seth E. Vandegrift**
Rachel Walsh
Tyler T. Williams
Devin G. Zotovich

Bachelor of Science in 	
Hospitality Management

Kaitlyn A. Casteel**†

Hannah Grindel*
Stephen C. Martinez
Sarah L. Mondragon
Amandine Ravetta***
Judith A. St. Hilaire
Edgar G. Ventura

Bachelor of Science in Marketing

Armands Auzins◊†

Kinsey Baumann*
Cole R. Bijak
Christopher N. Califano
McKenzie Cook**
Melissa A. Cross
Ruben I. Delgado
Christopher Diaz**
Zenus E. Dismukes
Emily Dobbs

Ryan Dobis**
Spencer D. Elliott
Chelsea Evans*†

Brianda K. Felix Garcia**
Blakely Fraasch***
Jenna FreedΔ

Caleb Furrier***
Jessica GoochΔ

Samantha Grayson*
Shelby L. GreerΔ

Spencer M. Haber◊

Zachary M. Harden
Christopher Koller◊

Kaitlyn M. Martin*
Taylor Mckeown
Brandon Ornelas
Audrey M. O'Sullivan
Daniel Pezzullo
Danyelle G. M. ReeseΔ

Akil O. Reown†

Madeline E. Sarussi***†

David W. Swanger***
Boedy Tracy

Bachelor of Science in 	
Sports Management

Joel B. Awalt*
Brennan C. Azinger
Jacob Bland
Casey C. Buckman**
Andrew M. Bueno
Abisai Bustamante
Jazmine M. Cavanaugh-Gonzalez
Chad De La Guerra
James DeRoon Jr.***
Alexis N. Domabyl
Jacob B. Giesen
Patricia Gray*
Damon Halvorsen
Mohamad Hamzeh
Evan Hargis*
Harrison Hoff
Brandon Hurst
Tahnee Kawakami
Cory A. LehmanΔ

Samantha N. Lopez
Chase LuQue
Gerard J. Martin**
Kurtis Mason
Ryan J. Mcdonald
Hailey D. Meyer**
Breanna Miller**



13

Degree Candidates

12  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Sandy Riachy*
Hunter RichardsonΔ

Nicholas Rowland
Paloma Ruelas
Joshua Sanders
Jonah D. Schaefer
Tyler Seaton***†

Craig W. Steen
Rodolfo Terrazas***
Boubacar Toure
Ronald S. Tyson
Olivia Wake
Nicole S. WestΔ

Terik E. Williams
Ryan P. Willkomm*

College of Education
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Degree Candidates

14  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Science in Early 
Childhood Education

Noel S. CabibboΔ

Caitlin N. Ferree***
Ariana Flatt
Monica Forrer***
Kamea Gese◊

Evelyn Gonzalez Cardenas***
Michaela Groff◊

Alyssa K. Jasinski◊†

Megan D. Owings***
Briana Porzelt
Melissa A. Ruelas***
Lauren M. Tang***
Kryssa D. Volf*

Bachelor of Science in 	
Educational Studies

Kiley Gilham
Jennifer Peña-Gonzalez

Bachelor of Science in 	
Elementary Education

Sara ArnoldΔ

Kayla M. Barron
Kayla Breshears
Alexis Brozdounoff***
Allegra J. Bueche*
Hannah Burkardt*
Ashlee M. Coate**
Madison B. Correll
Claire B. Y. Crago**
Sabrina Dahlberg
Ashley C. Davidson***
Shelby Dreves**
Samantha Fullerton
Kristin Garber*
Angelica S. Garcia*
Megan B. Gastineau◊

Alisha D. Gee*
Rebecca Gee◊

Genesis Guerrero***
Kevin A. Gutierrez***
Melia E. Harman**
Jessica N. Harris*
Matthew Higby***
Emilee Hill***†

Kendsey M. Hill***

Ashleigh C. Hollaar◊

Sydney J. Hughes
Jessie Hunt**
Bailey M. Jackson***
Diane E. Jacobs*
Kaycee Johnson**
Elaina N. Kane***
Ashley Mata***†

Alyssa K. Meyer**
Mckenna R. Mohs***
Kearstin Richardson*
Alexis D. RobertsΔ

Molly Shanahan**
Alexa N. Shiplett**
Katelyn Showers
Nicole Smith**
Carissa A. Torres**
Hannah K. Wolfe◊

Bachelor of Science in Elementary 
Education and Special Education

Shannon E. Allor***
Sarah C. Birch
Randall Blythe***
Julie Braley◊

Angelina M. Cannito
Taylor R. Eggleston
Whitney H. Goans**
Mckenna D. Jones**
Breann M. LoPresto*
Tayler N. Shuler◊

Erin Sweet***
Victoria D. Tuttle
Macy N. Tyler
Lamont D. Williams

Bachelor of Science in 	
Secondary Education

Kenton L. Boogerd◊

Lilia Y. De La Tova***
Priscila R. Felix*
Malayna Gomez◊†

Sierra N. Jones◊

Caitlin Mccombs◊

Trang T. T. Nguyen◊

Jessica Sandoval

College of Fine Arts 
and Production
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Degree Candidates

16  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Communications 
and Theatre

Ashley M. Romantic**

Bachelor of Arts in Dance Education

Rio W. Bandstra**
Jessi Miles*

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design

Matthew J. Muldoon**
Alexandra M. Smenos
Bethany Welty

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design 
and Digital Film

Fabiola Martinez

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film

Esmeralda Acosta***
Brandon Bailey
Charles S. Christian IV
Latavia Ellis**
Destany N. Henning**†

Marisa E. Leon
Nicholas H. LopezΔ

Tina R. Poston
Timothy I. Rudiger
Shelby L. Staub***†

Byron B. Williams

Bachelor of Arts in Music Education

Bill Miller***
Preston A. Moore***
Angelica N. Ramirez**

Bachelor of Arts in Theatre

Stacy A. Smith

College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

18  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College  19

Bachelor of Arts in Communications

Sydnee M. Akers**
Sara C. AllenΔ

Megan A. Blazauskas
Ambria K. Brown
Vanessa V. Cabralez
Juan Cortez
Cathleen Daly◊†

Bryan E. Estes***
Gabriel C. Fattu
Lindsay N. Gensichen◊

Daphne E. Graf***
Charity Hardaway*
Joy HarrisΔ

Danielle L. Havrilla***
Dakota M. Heilman*
Sabrina B. Hernandez*
Amanda Holt◊

Sabrina Junk
Molly E. Krabbe*
Paige E. Kubica***
Danielle MainΔ

Alexandria Manly*
Richard MataΔ

Anna G. Morrow***
Daniel Musquiz
Jessica S. Nyandamu***
Jordon M. O'Sullivan
Melinda M. Ramos
Rae Chelle L. Ransaw
Desirae Rodriguez
Antoinette SahharΔ

Ryan Sanborn***
Jeramy D. SmithΔ

Courtney Sutton
Tierra J. Terry*
Emily Thomas**
Miranda L. Vandervort◊

Tessa Zalfen**

Bachelor of Arts in English for 
Secondary Education

Samantha E. Adams
Payton Montgomery***

Bachelor of Arts in English Literature

Alyson Cesmat
Breanna J. Hackitt

Kristen A. Hall**
Karissa Harlow◊

Emily Kopf***†

Hannah Mann◊

Gianna R. Oddo**
Kendall E. Pogue
Anastasia C. Sullivan

Bachelor of Arts in Government

Nick P. Ahadzadeh***
Marisa Beltran
Kayla DavisΔ

Karen I. Gomez PerezΔ†

Jennifer L. Houser*
Colleen McTier***
Blake D. Schimke

Bachelor of Arts in History

Monica F. Hildreth
Ahmir F. LaMar
Alyse M. Salazar

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration and Psychology

Sydney K. Roberts*

Bachelor of Science in Counseling

Mikayla J. Albers**
Ruben E. Arangure
Chelsea B. Bebb***
Christiana M. Benites
Zachary J. L. DeCormis***
BreElle L. Lampkin
Andrew Lane
Jennalea Miller
Sasha M. Thompson
Nicole Valdanbrini*
Savani C. Villegas**
Mackenzie B. White

Bachelor of Science in Justice 
Studies

Alondra C. Acuna*
Chloe M. Alexander***
Carlos Rodolpho Alfaro
Bryan Billena**†

Jaren J. Durham
Joey Eytchison
Amanda J. Ferrell**
Donald Finch***
Sean Germany
Ashley R. GlickΔ

Matthew J. Hernandez*
Evan Hollier**
Perri Jordan**
Edith M. Lefevre***
Marcell D. Lewis*
Yasmin Lopez***†

Chance L. Olivas**
Jacob L. Owings***
Xochitl Ruiz Mancinas
Nicholas B. Scanlon
Kyle A. Spruell***
Amber J. Swartz
Jorge L. Tremillio**
Angel Valencia
Annaliese Van Den Berg◊

Lauren A. Weise**
John Yates

Bachelor of Science in Justice 
Studies and Psychology

Evan Baker***
Ja'Neà C. Williams*†

Bachelor of Science in Justice 
Studies and Sociology

Laura Valdez

Bachelor of Science in Mathematics 
for Secondary Education

Torrey T. Martin
Miranda J. Missel***

Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Lizeth Acevedo
Neikisha Alexander
Susan D. AndersonΔ

Lindsay E. G. Antone
Alyssa Aragon
Sara Babic-Sternberg
Austin Baca**
Santos M. Banning

Tarasue M. Barnett
Mackenzy Barnfield
Caitlin M. Barnhill
Anna Battista***
Andi M. Bergman
Rayonna M. Blackshire
Bianca C. Boling◊†

Amanda M. BragoleΔ

Jausia R. B. Bro
Belen M. BuenRostro*
Shania Bush
Brittany A. Carrasco***
Abriel J. Cleaver
Hannah Cline**
Sharon DavidΔ

Julianna M. Druyor◊

Brittany N. Dustin
Bridget Eschweiler**
Dillian Eustace
Addison Figueroa**
Kimberly M. Flores***
Sarah L. Franco
Joshua Gallagher
Emiley A. Geith***
Cheyenne L. Golding
Macy K. Goss***†

Maria G. Guillen***
Selene Guzman***
Kaitlyn Halitsky*
Sarah C. Harden◊

Bridget Hards
Tarynn Harrison*
Markia A. Haskins
Brylee S. Hawkins
Brooke HilliardΔ

Angelina R. Horn*
Daryan C. Hugg*
Allyson Imholz◊

Sophia Jimenez
Matthew K. Joseph***
Sarah Kendall*
Chardyce Kott***†

Sara R. LaPorta*
Amelia Larcher**
Vanessa T. Leuaxay*
Matthew R. List***
Alexis M. Lomeli
Lindsey M. Lowman**
Alanis R. Mason**
Kaitlin McElheny**
Harmoni U. MillerΔ

Jessica Misajon***
Andrea MoralesΔ

Ashlyn P. Morton**

Alayna K. Nash**
Brigette A. Nava
Mckenzie D. Nelson
David Ochoa
Mary Oliverio**
Justine D. Orlando**
Valeria Ornelas*
Annette J. Pena
Brianne M. Pennings
Miranda A. Pietroforte
Yusef I. Reown
Ronnie R. Rios**
Marilyn Rodriguez Nieblas◊

Xochitl A. Romero*
Reanna SablanΔ

Nicole V. Salazar*
Sara M. Schneider
Melodie Smith
Karissa D. Standridge**
Amy Stauffer◊

Melanie L. Stuewe**
Alexandra Tartaglio
Kamara J. Taylor
Kaylin Tokuda**
Ashlee N. Toney
Fabiola Torrento Duque
Esteban Vargas
Allison F. Walhof*
Tresa Walker*
Jarmar Ward
Joshua A. Warren**
Juwan Washington
Alexys M. Waters
Mckenna Watkins***
Christina White**
Kaylene P. Wildrick
Dary Williams
David T. Young**
Madison J. Young◊

Joshua J. Youngdale
Sarah J. Zwicker***

Bachelor of Science in Sociology

Brittany M. Diaz
Rubine Djemba-Uleku Mccullough
Francine B. FafaΔ

Kathleen Feliz*
Melissa Garcia**
Destiny D. Hebron
Rebecca J. Lyons*
Taylor Montoya
Samuel Ndayiragije

Shyla J. OliverΔ

Brittany T. Paschall
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College of Nursing and 
Health Care Professions



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

22  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College  23

Bachelor of Science in 	
Athletic Training

Emily A. Bates◊

Braedyn Boldin***
Emily J. Brown***
Alexis I. Encarnacion**
Abel E. Fernandez*
Jeffrey C. Lake*
Sarah Lazzell
Zachary Martindale
Alisha Ramirez***
Shelby A. Roberson**
Alexander R. Stanley**
Emily D. Tishkoff
Laurel E. Trail***
Jordan White**

Bachelor of Science in Health 	
Care Administration

Magda M. Abdi**
Gabriel O. Alcantar**
Chenoa Anger***
Mohammad Barakat
Megan R. Blanton
Leah A. Bradshaw***
Lyric R. Branch*
Anthony Caballero*
Ariana Castaneda*
Melissa K. Chan*
Paige Cooper
Kylie Davis*
Jazmin R. Dixon*
Danica Dotson
Del Frost**
Francisco Gonzalez CarrilloΔ

Minh Tam Ha***
Caleb Hale
Shelby L. Heltzel
Nelly J. Herrera*
Javier Jimenez Jr.***†

Mckenzie R. Jones**
McKenzie Jones
Kaylin Kidd*†

Kristina Krawczyk***
Carlie R. MacyΔ

Mariah Miller
Viridiana Morales Garcia***
Taryn Nelson***
Quynh-Patty Nguyen
Fabiola Pierre Charles***

Darrian A. Piper
Madison Rinne
Jerome L. Schaeffer II
Victoria Smith

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Darian J. S. Aceves***
Suzanne J. Adrian***
Allison H. Ahern*
Gabriel Alexander-Peters*
Savannah A. Allred***
Elyssa M. Arena***
Riley Arnold***
Cassandra R. Arrington**
Megan Atchison**
Danielle F. Barton◊

Antonia Bavilacqua*
Miquela Bess**
Cassandra L. Beswick*†

Meghann Beuzekom**
Katlyn Brantley**
Anika L. Brock◊

Courtney Burback**
Emily A. Calligan*
Jenna C. Clarke
Christopher J. Cole*
Meagan M. Contreras**
Madeline Cooper**
Jenna D'Alesio**
Krysta R. Davis***
Tyler J. Davison
Carrie Dean**
Hannah R. Dosser*
Ashley N. Drexel**
Krystle F. Dunn
Nicolle Eaton***
Kramer Erb**
Sirena Escobar***
Bryanna Esplana**
Casandra J. Falletta***
Tiana Farlow**
Tori Fillingame***
Jessica E. Fletcher*
Andrea Flinn**
Jacinda Flores**
Keenan Franklin**
Shaylee Frey***
Destinee E. Fulton*
Heather Fuqua*
Shawna J. Gillespie
Morgan A. Goldman*
Brionna N. Goldsberry*

Jocelyn Gonzalez**
Carina D. Goodman**
Victoria Gray**
Ciara N. Griffith
Haley Griffith*
Diana N. Grigorosita***
Giamarie Groenenboom
Jenna Grossmann
Frances M. Gutierrez**
Hannah R. Guy**†

Minh Thao Ha*
Krystle Hanifin*
Mikaela A. Hansen*
Emily E. Haretakis**
Matthew Harrington**
Shalyn Henegar*
Kayla-Nicole A. Hesse**
Ashley Hogue***
Caitlin Howard***
Taylor L. Hudcovic**
Eliana Huerta*
Grady H. Hughes
Brittany Hunter*
Jamie A. Huskey**
Ernestine Ihekire**
Lauren M. Johnnie***
Jacqueline Jones***
Camille F. Kercheval***
Megan E. Killam***
Kelsey King***
Kiley Kitchin***
Kelle E. Kloster***
Yekaterina Krut***
Matthew La Grange
Amber Lacey***
Shaylyn Larson**
Mary R. Lauro**
Jason M. Macario**
Nicole J. Makovic**
Brianna A. Malings*
Kaelin N. McClellan**
Cassie Mcdonald***
Lyndzy P. Mckay*
Adrienne Mejia**
Analicia Mendoza*
Rachel A. Merkel***
Paige H. Momerak***†

Lauren Mordhorst***
Sandy Morton**
Jessica R. Morway
Micca M. Motzer**
Cassandra A. Mouton*
Stephanie Neufeld

Taylor R. Newgaard***
Hannah V. Nguyen*
Tam Nguyen**
Natalie R. Nunez**
Marian O'Connor**
Tiffany Ortiz**
Heather Paffrath*
Leslie A. Palkowitsh***
Christina Panzera*
Alexandria G. Penrose**
Jessica E. Perez***
Micaela Pericone-Kapp*
Preston Perrotti**
Camille N. Piché***
Chris Purvis**
Elizabeth A. Quezada
Erik Ramirez*
Michael Ramirez
Stephanie D. Ramirez*
Britny Rasinski**
Veronica Ratkovich***
Heather M. Reed**
Sarah N. Reyes
Brenda Sihomara Rivas Pelayo***
Daniel Rodriguez*
Monica Romero*
Makenzie A. Rowland
Kimberly Rubalcava**
Crystal A. Sanchez
Sarah Sanchez*
Emily S. Sandahl**
Caitlin Schaumberg
Jessica R. Schottin**
Emily P. Scully*
Christopher Seleen**
Mary R. Shamoon***†

Blakelynn Sherouse
Julia A. Shostak**
Veronica R. Silva***
Brynne S. Sininger***
Ashley N. Smith*
Kirsten Smith*
Alyson J. Soll*
Eva R. Sonnenberg***
Ryker W. Sorenson**
Christina N. Spanier***
Kimberli St. John***
Adam L. Stapley**
Danielle C. Steffler**
Kathryn M. Stevens***
Jordan Stewart**
Kaitlin M. Stone**
Abigail E. Stream*
Amanda L. Talavera**

Mary J. Tamras*
Janessa Tari**
Ruat N. Thiam**
Taylor Thomas***
Erika A. Thorlton***
Kaitlin E. Thursby***
Ginny M. Tippery***
Christina Tongol*
Victoria Tongol*
Alyssa C. Turner***
Natasha V. Uilkie
Kirsten D. Van Horne*
Tori A. Van Sweden**
Jacob A. Vandekamp*
Breanne J. Vazquez**
Alexandra J. Watts**
Alexandra Webster*
Amanda Weiler**
Katee I. Whipple*
Jessica Whitney*
Sydney A. Willis
Danica Wilson*
Cherisse S. Woltag**
Adam Wood**
Adrian L. Woodford***
Eryn E. Wunderl*
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College of Science,
Engineering and Technology
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Degree Candidates

26  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Communications 
and Bachelor of Science in Biology

Jessica D. Wolfe*

Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology

Emmanuel Espinoza Ramirez

Bachelor of Science in Biology

Brent J. Abel***
Cassaundra M. Acosta*
Katlindt Bautista***†

Amanda BealΔ

Hector Berrueta**
Katrina L. Bethsold
Raul Botello**
Brittany C. Bowman**
Jada R. Branche
Nyrene N. Buford*
Allison C. Chan
Yen Chen***
Johnathan Cheney
Adam F. Cottrell
Megan L. Crawford-Baca
Daniella D. Detjens
Chandler M. Dillabo
Derek J. Driver
Reyna M. Duran*
Nada Elebrashi
Brian Encarnacion
Mary Espiritu
Dallas Fox
Tyra-Jemi Evans
Stacey Fox
Rachel N. French
Brandy GarciaΔ

Fernando E. Garcia
Lilyanne K. Gatterdam*
Laura Gonzales*
Sedona J. Gonzalez
Anna Gregolynskyj***†

Varun Gregory
Taylor B. Hamlet
Tiffany Hansen**†

Desire' M. Hayden
Zechariah P. Heneveld*
Ashly Hilfer**
Nhi M. Ho

Cody Huson***
Aubrey N. Ingram***
Alyssa Jacobs*
Rachel Johnson**
Elona Joye
Hyun Jin Kang**
Zara Kazyaka**
Catherine S. Keane*
Brynn L. Livernois**†

Mark A. Lopresti**
Maranda Mancha*
Georgia Paola Marmol Martinez*
Aalieyah I. Matthews
Kristina MatthewsΔ

Windy A. Matthews***
Kelsie Middaugh
Xochitl Molina
Erica L. Nafziger
Rahman Naghshbandi***
Madaline Nareau
Kayla L. Newman*
Selena Nisha*
Destynee OlsonΔ†

Adrian G. Ortiz
Daniel Ortiz
Sarai Palacios Cortez
Ethan R. Parker**
Raina C. Pearson
Vanessa A. Pineda*
Jazmin Ramos*
Season A. Reynolds***
Ricardo A. Rivera
Vanessa Rivera
Ines Ruiz◊

Samantha A. Sanchez***
Drew T. Satterfield**
Mandy E. Shank
Chase D. Shepard
Marcus D. Sickelton***
Nathan L. Smith
Vanessa M. Spatoliatore
Carly Steenerson*
Danielle Stehlik*
Emily R. Stolz
Kayla R. Strack
Elizabeth Subrize*
Kindle S. TaylorΔ

Gregory R. Thome
Andrea N. Tims***
Elisa-Marie E. TinsleyΔ

Sarai Valle Delgado†

Mark G. Van Otten
Emily Vitel*

Ethan Waterman**
Brittni WoodburyΔ

Kimberly T. Wynn
Taylor Yost
Jessica M. Zach**†

Bachelor of Science in Biology and 
Exercise Science

Brianna Hayes**
Megan A. Konves***

Bachelor of Science in 	
Exercise Science

Soed Aleman Garcia
Haley M. ChristiansenΔ

Myria Colley*
Meagan E. DiPietro***†

Matthew J. Haggerty**
Joshua S. Hamrick
Crystal L. Heinrich***
Priscilla Lopez
James Mosbrucker
Kellie Pickinpaugh
Amer Sasivarevic
Justin A. Schreifels
Gracia Shapiro**
Marissa Sinn***
Jordan Slack◊

Taylor Steffes**
Zachary Taylor*
Kenna L. Vaughn*
Joshua J. Lewis
Johana D. Lopez Lopez
Holly Millerd
Morgan Pedersen
Erica M. Rookstool*
Sariah Wilhelm

Bachelor of Science in 		
`Information Technology

Timothy Prescott***
Paul J. Rodriguez
Jake A. Womer*

Bachelor of Science in Information 
Technology and Psychology

Bridgette Smith***†

College of Theology
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Degree Candidates

28  ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  † Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Steven Archer*
Tanen L. Bahn
Melodie Bennett**†

Adam Clasen*
Joshua E. CoeΔ

WhitneyAnne Donaldson***
Daniel W. Gant**†

Tyler M. Garrett
Erica Gates***
Phillip A. HartΔ

Cory Kasperson***
Hannah La Barbera***
Julie Lamca*
Leah Martinez**†

Elizabeth A. McCracken◊

Sharon McIntosh**
Connor D. McKenzie**
Grant S. Oulton***
Rachel Pomeroy◊

Albert A. J. Rodriquez
Cory M. Senator**
Angel G. Torres**

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies 
and Bachelor of Science in Sociology

Josue Olivas***†

Bachelor of Arts in Worship Arts

Michaela Blomquist***†

Jaclyn Cleek**
Chelsea L. Croteau***
Baron A. Decker***
Eunice Herlo***
Spenser C. Lowe
Rebekah Martin**
Elizabeth Miyamoto
Kathleen M. Schmitz***

Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude, 
Summa Cum Laude:

Graduation with Honors 
Undergraduates completing 60 or more hours of 
resident work at Grand Canyon University and having a 
grade-point average (GPA) of 3.4 or higher for all 
course work completed at GCU, may qualify to receive 
recognition: Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude or Summa 
Cum Laude. An undergraduate student’s GPA on  
Nov. 3, 2017, determines eligibility for honor cords  
and recognition at the commencement ceremony.

Transfer students may not graduate with an honor 
higher than that to which their GPA at GCU would 
qualify them. Second degree and graduate students 
are not eligible for honors.

Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded gold “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Ray-Maben Scholars 
This recognition represents the highest scholarship 
honor awarded by GCU. Criteria are established by the 
faculty and the honor is bestowed each year at graduation. 
The required criteria consist of a cumulative and GCU GPA 
of at least 3.9, with no more than 12 transferable hours.

University Honors 
Undergraduate students who have earned less than 60 
credits of resident work at GCU and have a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher for all coursework completed 
at GCU may qualify to receive the recognition of 
University Honors. Qualified students have been 
awarded silver “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

Honors College
The Honors College is home to nearly 1,200  academically 
advanced students and promotes challenging and 
enriched learning experiences. The Honors College is 
designed to develop honors students into  exemplary 
graduates and influential agents of change who will 
lead and serve in both the workplace  and local and 
global communities. The interdisciplinary curriculum, 
unique to the college, holistically integrates faith, 
theory, practice and research. 

Honors College graduates have successfully completed 
20 or more credits of honors coursework, contributed 
research in the Annual Honors College Spring 
Symposium and engaged in special projects, community 
outreach and various work experiences. Their 
contributions, dedication and accomplishments are 
symbolized by the honors medallion worn during the 
commencement ceremony. The Honors College stands 
for great opportunities and even greater rewards.

Honor/Award Descriptions

Bachelor students whose names appear in the program are candidates for the degrees listed, which will 
be conferred subject to completion of requirements.

Special Thanks

The colleges would like to acknowledge all faculty for their dedication and expertise in enabling our 
students to excel as effective future leaders. 

We’d like to say thank you to everyone who contributed, volunteered and assisted with the commencement 
ceremonies. Your hard work and support is greatly appreciated!

GRADUATES WILL RECEIVE A DIPLOMA COVER, A BIBLE AND AN ALUMNI LAPEL PIN 
AS A GIFT FROM GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY
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Grand Canyon University 
Academic Administration

Brian Mueller, MAEd
President and CEO

Hank Radda, PhD
Provost

Michael Berger, EdD
Dean, College of Doctoral Studies

Randy Gibb, PhD
Dean, Colangelo College of Business

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD
Dean, College of Education

Claude Pensis, MFA
Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

Sherman Elliott, EdD
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Lisa Smith, PhD
Dean, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Mark Wooden, PhD
Dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Jason Hiles, PhD
Dean, College of Theology

Antoinette Farmer-Thompson, DHEd 
Dean, GCU Honors College and Vice President, Institutional Effectiveness

Jennifer Lech, PhD
Senior Vice President, Academic Affairs

Kelly Palese, MEd
Vice President, Academic Operations

Mark Alexander, MEd
Senior Vice President, Curriculum and Content Services

Col angelo College of Business

*Faculty Chair

Randy Gibb, PhD	 Dean
Allison Mason, MBA	 Assistant Dean
Brian C. Smith, PhD 	 Assistant Dean, Director of Sports Business
Laurynn Sillimon, MBA 	 Academic Program Manager 	

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Donna L. DeMilia, PhD 
Kim Maclan Donaldson, MIM

Moronke L. Oke, PhD
David C. Perkins, DBA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Kathy Kay Archer, DBA
Mark Clifford, PhD
Kelly Damron, MBA
Melissa Galloway, EdD
Chuck Jarrell, PhD
Timothy Kevin Kelley, MBA

Enrique Lopezlira, MS
Chris Lyons, MBA 
Michael R. Potter, MBA
Rick Roth, EdD
Krystal Slivinski, MA
Elissa Torres, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
Gary Robert Almy, MBA
Dave Blackledge, JD
Eduardo Borquez, MBA
Marnie Davis, MBA 
Lisa Duryee, MPA
Daniel Geivett, MBA 
Helen Hammond, PhD
Brian Hardy, MBA
Ken Hein, MBA
Mark Jacobson, MSF

Ana Lopez, MBA 
Greg Lucas, MBA*
Mark Olson, PhD
Tanya Rountree, MM
Jon Ruybalid, JD
Allison Schilling, MM 
Russ Schwarz, MBA
Ed Slover, DM
Shaunna Marie Waltemeyer, MBA
Paul Waterman, MBA
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College of Education

*Faculty Chair
**Executive Director

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD	 Dean	
Debbie Rickey, PhD 	 Associate Dean
Marjaneh Gilpatrick, EdD 	 Executive Director, Educational Outreach

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Meredith Critchfield, PhD 
Donna Kay Hansen, PhD

Jim Mostofo, EdD
Joanna Simpson, EdD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Jena Akard, MEd 
Lisa Bernier, MEd 
Julie Blair, MEd
Paul Danuser, MEd 
Rebekah Dyer, MEd
Leslie Foley, PhD
Brandon Juarez, MEd

Katy Long, MEd
Jeff Martin, MEd
Nydia Palomino-Lee, EdD
Emily Pottinger, MEd* 
Stacy Rucker, MEd
Kimber Underdown, MAT

INSTRUCTORS
Lynn Basko, MEd
Sonya Berges, MEd 
Thomas Christner, MEd
Emil J. Cicogna, MS
Brian Clark, MA
Brenda Combs, EdD
Sheila Damiani, MEd*
Sean Diana, MEd
Kathryn M. Flavell, MA
Leslie Foley, PhD
Sylvia Harkins, EdD
Jillian Hartman, MS
William Jonathan Hintze, MA
Richard A. Holbeck, MS**
Biba John, MEd

Katie Kosier, MEd
David Larson, MEd
Woody S. Mason, MEd
Drew McBroom, MA
Crystal McCabe, MEd
Jamie Morris, MEd
Angella Mundle, MEd
Virginia Murray, MEd
Carrie O’Donnell, MEd
Katy Sell, MS
Katie Sprute, MEd*
Benjamin J. Vilkas, MEd*
Kim Werking, MEd
Nancy L. Winship, MA

College of Fine Arts and Production

Claude Pensis, MFA	 Dean	
Juan Hernandez, DMA 	 Assistant Dean, Music
William Symington, MFA 	 Assistant Dean, Dance and Theatre

PROFESSOR
Mark Huggins, MM

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Susannah Gail Keita, MFA
Christopher Murphy, MFA
Sheila Schumacher, MFA
Lisa Tervo, MFA
Rachel Velarde, DMA
Nola Yergen, MFA

INSTRUCTORS
Mark Fearey, MM
Brian Gerber, MFA
Michael John Kary, MFA
Paul Koch, MM
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College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Sherman Elliott, EdD	 Dean	
Noé Vargas, DBH 	 Assistant Dean

PROFESSORS
William Barron, PhD 
James Helfers, PhD

Timothy Larkin, PhD
Charles Maxson, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Thomas Dyer, MEd
Diane Goodman, PhD
Jennifer Santos, PhD 
Shannon Lee Schumann, PhD
Thomas James Skeen, PhD 

John Steele, MEd 
Laura Terry, PhD
Ben VanDerLinden, MS
Maria Zafonte, MA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS 
Andrea Alden, PhD 
Priscilla Bamba, PhD 
Mary Beth Nipp, MA*
Lori Cooper, MSPSY
Joshua Danaher, MA
David Dean, PhD
Kristin DiCarlo, MEd

Andrea Hogan, MSL
Jennifer Jones, EdD
Elizabeth K. Larson, MEd
Stephanie Palenque-Meyer, MA
Filippo Posta, PhD
Brian Raftery, MA
Becky Richey, MA

INSTRUCTORS
Christal Abron, MSPSY
Ruben Jacob Aroz, MA
Brent Edward Bauman, MEd
Jonah Beaumont, MSM
Melanie Bierenbaum, PsyD
Kevin Boyd, MA
Heather Ilene Brody, MA
Marcie Jill Burger, MC
Megan Castles, MBA
Laura Chesniak-Phipps, PhD
Jennifer Chinn, MAENG
Turk Ciftcikara, MEd
Renee Cooperman, PhD
Michael Coplan, MAdmin*
Jolene Daw, MSL
Huy Dinh, MS

Candace Duffy, MS
Michael Dvorak, MA
Sarah L. Dwyer, MS
Marquita Elliott, MSL
Karin Fedorsha, MSL
Tennille Feldbush, MA
David J. Foster, MS
Rebecca Anne Foy, MA
Ruben V. Garcia, MEd
Kathleen Gilmore, PhD
Michelle J. Griego, MA
Alan Guthrie, MBA
Tanisha Guy, PhD 
Vallerie Hancock, MA
Kyle Hedden, MA
Henry George Hellman, MEd

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Jim Henry Higuera, MAENG
Elbert Hollingsworth, MEd
Steven Hughes, MA
Samia Marie Humphrey, MEd
Corey Nicole Hunt, MS
Valerie Elaine Ierley, MS
Justin Ivel Johnson, MSL
Herman Johnson, MEd
Joan Johnson, MSPSY
Tamla Johnson, MEd
Lauren Kimberly Kelley, MS
Richard Ketchersid, PhD
Faith MaeLee Kindel, MA
Lisa Konow, MPH
Stefan Koukoudeas, MEd*
Denise Krupp, MA
Julia Langdal, PsyD
Aprillya "Lea" Lanz, PhD 
Amanda S. Laster-Loftus, MA
Jessica Louis, MSPSY
Gregory William Malloy, MA
Christopher McBride, PsyD
Robert Mamada, PhD
Valentino Martinez, MA
John Nicholson, MA
Matthew Nolen, PhD
Dana O'Dell, MSM
Jonathan Olson, PhD 
Ben Perlin, MA
Monica Maria Perrone, MEd
Christopher Petersdinh, PhD

Mary Petty, MA 
Jesse Collin Prather, MA
Evelyn Racette, MPA
Barry Regan, MA
Alexis Register, MSL
Nicole J. Rhoades, MEd
Rebecca Richey, MA
Tanya Rios, PhD
Sarah Nicole Robertson, MA
Keith C. Rogers, MPA
Kevin M. Salcido, MS
Nicholas Schoonover, MS
Susan Small, MAT
Victoria Smith, PhD
Daryl "Jeff" Springer, MS
Nikki Marie Squire, MBA
Robert Staples, PhD
David Steimle, MA
Cornel Stemley, MS
Kendra Stewart, DBH
Lisa A. Tervo, MS
Russell Tiedt, MA
Laurie Tone, PhD
Griselle Torres-Garcia, PhD
Elizabeth Valenti, PhD
Dorothy Vasquez-Levy, PhD
Jan Wakefield, MAENG
Kevin Walling, JD
Kimbel Westerson, MFA
Colin Witherspoon, MSPSY
Amy Wortley, MA

*Faculty Chair

*Faculty Chair
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College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

Lisa Smith, PhD 	 Dean
Rose Saunders, EdD	 Associate Dean, Pre-Licensure 
Maria Quimba, MSN 	 Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies
Trina Staton, MSN  	 Associate Dean, Pre-Licensure
Tamara Wisely, DNP 	 Assistant Dean, Graduate Studies
Zachariah Mikutowicz, MBA 	 Director, Academic Excellence
Brandon Warner, MEd 	 Director, Athletic Training
Vanessa Slaughter, MSN	 Director, Clinical Lab
Heather Ziemianski, MSN  	 Director, Clinical Operations
Heidi Orehek, MSN 	 Director, Pre-Licensure Albuquerque Campus
Dorothea Jiboye, MSN 	 Director, Pre-Licensure
Amanda Ziemendorf, DNP	 DNP Lead
Ruth Anne Skinner, MSN 	 ACNP Lead
Pascale Lee, MHA 	 BHCA/BSHS Lead
Catherine Smyser, MSN	 GNE Project Manager/FNP Lead 
Anna Veronica Perez, MPH 	 MPH Lead
Vernon Thacker, PhD 	 RN-BSN Lead
Amy Leach, MSN  	 NCLEX Success Manager
Tiffany Taylor, MSL 	 Graduate Program Manager
Kurt McDonald, MBA	 Program Manager
Darlyn Swint	 Program Manager 	

CLINICAL LAB COORDINATORS
Lewis Bright, BSN	 Boswell
Tina Bruce-Arriaga, BSN	 New Mexico
Dolores Hagmeier, BSN 	 Main
Lee Ann Palmer, MSN  	 STJMC

CLINICAL LAB FACULTY
Francine Bretz, MSN 	 Rebecca Jesse, MSN   
Richard Busby, MSN 	 Jo Anne Palmer, MSN	
Kathy Ivers, MSN 

College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Roberta Christophersen, MSN	 Doris Loher Lovata, MSN			 
Leta Davis, MSN	 Roshan Meshkinnafas, MSN
Lisa Elliot, MSN	 Mary Lou Rangel, MSN
Deborah Jane Evinrude, MSN	 Gail Tucker, DNP
Deb Hamilton, MSN	 Virginia Villanueva, MSN
Katherine Jorgensen, MSN	 Anne Wendt, MSN		
Rick Lloyd, MSN		

INSTRUCTORS
Wendallynn Briske, MSN	 Julie Laybourne, MSN
Marcie Camblin, MSN	 Dana Lords, MSN
Donna Carlson, MSN	 Michael McKenney, MS
Marc Eilers, MS	 David Mesman, MEd
Lesley Ellison, MSN	 Eva Mijares, MSN
Jennifer Elmore, MSN	 Sara Moss, MSN
Karin Farmer, MSN	 Ariel Nunez, MSN
Deborah Green, MSN	 Robin Rogers, MSN
Jessica Greer, BSN	 Dulce Ruelas, MPH
Carol Haynes, MSN	 Linda Sharp, MSN
Stephanie Herrick Kays, MSN		

Florence Nightingale Pledge

In full knowledge of the obligation I am undertaking, I promise to care for the sick with all the skills and 
understanding I possess without regard for race, creed, color, politics or social status sparing no effort 
to conserve life, to alleviate suffering and to promote health.

I will respect at all times the dignity and religious belief of the patients under my care, holding in 
confidence all personal information entrusted to me and refraining from any action, which might 
endanger life or health.

I will endeavor to keep my professional knowledge and skills at the highest level and to give loyal support 
and cooperation to all members of the health team.

I will do my utmost to honor the international code of ethics applied to nursing and to uphold the integrity 
of the registered professional nurse.
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College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Mark Wooden, PhD  	 Dean
Michael Sheller, PhD 	 Associate Dean
Heather Monthie, PhD	 Assistant Dean
Jon Valla, PhD	 Assistant Dean
 
PROFESSORS
Neal Adam, PhD
Galyna Kufryk, PhD

Ramesh Velupillaimani, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Dennis Attawia, MBA
Isac Artzi, PhD 
Melissa Beddow, MS
Donald Ellis, MSEE
Russell Grubbs, PhD

Albert Kelly III,  MS
William Kuehl, MS
David Kwartowitz, PhD
Sherlin Moses, PhD
Cindy Seminoff, PhD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Randhir Deo, PhD 
Vince Frazier, MS
Lydia Fritz, MS
Donna Gerakos, MS
Charley Langley, PhD
Tom McCarthy, PhD 

Tiffany Mealman, PhD 
Klaus Mortensen, PhD
Samantha Russell, MS
Tina Salata, MS
Brian Sillanpaa, MD 
Mark Wireman, DC

INSTRUCTORS
Cory Avila, MS
Michael Barton, MS
Sandy Bledsoe, DVM
Michael Bodeen, MHPE
Randy Boyles, PhD
Greg Bullock, MS
Gary Cao, PhD
Berenise Charlton, PhD
Adrienne Crawford, MS
Karen Denzler, PhD
Anju Dubey, PhD
Cynthia Foote, PhD
Gail Francis, MS
James Gordon, MS
Jeff Griffith,MBA

Darien Hall, PhD
Deborah Haralson, MEd
Dina Higgins, MS
Aprill Hite, MS
Kyle Jones, PhD
Luke Kanuchok, MS
Kathryn Kitzmiller, PhD
Ed Koeneman, MT
Lindsey Kojich, DPT
Ryan Melillo, DC
Trevor Nordin, MS
Kristin Norris, MS
Will Primack, MD
Mark Reha, MEd
Mohamad Saleh, DBA

College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Daisy Savarirajan, PhD
Samridhi Shrestha, PhD
Shad Sluiter, MS
Ron Smith, PhD
Rebecca Socia, MS
Andrej Sodoma, PhD
Stephanie Stang, DC
Andrea Strock, MNS
Li Tan, MS
Heather Tugaoen, PhD
Zach Zeigler, PhD
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College of Theology

Jason Hiles, PhD	 Dean
Anna Faith Smith, MDiv	 Associate Dean, Associate Professor	  
Daniel Scott Diffey, PhD	 Assistant Dean, Associate Professor

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Sammy Alfaro, PhD   
 
ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Pete Charpentier, DMin	 Jonathan Kristian Sharpe, MA
Mark Kreitzer, PhD  	 Steve Sherman, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
Brett Aaron Berger, ThM*
Ryan Brandt, PhD
Manny Cota, MA
Steven Duby, PhD
David Farbishel, DMin 
Todd J. Forrest, MA 
Numa Gomez, MDiv 
Robert Clarence Greene, MDiv
Joshua Greever, PhD
Matthew Louis Hampton, MDiv
Luke Hoselton, PhD
Scott Eugene Hovater, PhD*
Amanda Jenkins, MDiv 
Jeff Jibben, DMin 
Thomas John Joseph, MA 

Margaret Koontz, MDiv 
Robert Ferdinand Krise, MDiv 
Franklin Lamca, MDiv 
Hector B. Llanes, PhD
Andrew McClurg, PhD
Justin McLendon, PhD
Andre LaMont Mooney, MDiv
Mark Olmos, DMin
Gary Osmundsen, PhD
Michele Renee Pasley, MA
Peter Rasor, PhD
Michael Donald Richardson, DMin
Joseph Stanley, MDiv
Valerie De La Torre, DMin
James Ralph Uhley, DMin

*Faculty Chair

Doctrinal Statement

WE BELIEVE the Bible, in the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be inspired, the only infallible, true and 
authoritative Word of God.

WE BELIEVE that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe 
in God the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and Earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. For us and for our salvation He came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. Being fully 
God and perfect man He performed miracles and lived a sinless life.

WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ suffered a vicarious and atoning death through the shedding of His blood. He was 
buried and on the third day was resurrected in His body; after which He ascended to be seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

WE BELIEVE that mankind was originally created in the image and likeness of God, and free from sin. 
Through the temptation of Satan, they transgressed the command of God and fell from their original 
righteousness, whereby all people have inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are thus under 
condemnation. As soon as they are capable of moral action, they become actual transgressors.

WE BELIEVE that for salvation of lost and sinful people, the regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely 
essential. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to 
live a godly life. We believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God and is worshipped and glorified with the Father and 
Son. He divinely inspired the scriptures, convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, leads Christ’s 
church in truth and is the Teacher and Comforter sent by Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE that salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone; that salvation involves the redemption of the 
whole person and is offered freely to all who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. We believe in the resurrection of 
both the saved and the lost; those who are saved unto the resurrection of the living and those who are lost 
unto the resurrection of damnation.

WE BELIEVE in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ as one holy catholic and apostolic 
church, Christ’s body and bride ministering reconciliation to a lost world. As ambassadors for the Kingdom 
of God and the church, we affirm that evangelism and engagement in societal issues are both part of our 
Christian duty; both are necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and humanity, our love for our neighbor 
and our obedience to Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE the message of salvation proclaimed by Christ’s church is an indictment upon every form of 
alienation, oppression and discrimination, denouncing evil and injustice wherever it exists by lovingly ushering in 
the good news that Christ reconciled the world to Himself.
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The doctorate (from Latin, docere, to teach) was the first 
known academic degree and was granted by the University of 
Bologna in the 1100s. Originally, doctor’s and master’s degrees 
were almost synonymous, while “bachelor” referred to entering 
a course of study rather than completing a level of work.

Beginning at Harvard in 1642, American universities followed 
British traditions in both the conferring of degrees and the 
design of academic costumes or “regalia.” While some common 
practices were observed, it was not for some 200 years that a 
uniform code was established.

Regalia consists of gowns and hoods. The distinguishing 
marks of the gowns indicate the level of scholastic achievement 
of the wearer. Those who hold doctorates wear gowns that 
have a facing of velvet on the bell-shaped sleeves. While neither 
the master’s nor bachelor’s gowns have trimmings, both are 
distinguished by the cut of the sleeves. The master’s gown is 
noted by its long sleeve which drapes freely to the wrist; the 
bachelor’s gown has a pointed sleeve.

Hoods, designed to display the school’s colors, as well as the 
type of degree and area of study, are worn around the neck and 
flowing down the back. The color of the lining inside the hood – 
the chevron – represents the colors of the wearer’s alma mater. 

The color and width of the velvet edging on the hood indicates 
the degree and field of study. 

Baccalaureate graduates of Grand Canyon University wear 
the black gown without the hood. The academic colleges are 
represented by the color of the tassels which hang from the 
mortarboards. Gold and silver cords indicate that the wearer is 
graduating with honors. 

Faculty and staff who march in the commencement 
ceremonies wear gowns and hoods appropriate for their 
academic achievements. While not an exhaustive list, the 
following are some of the colors that may be seen on their hoods:

Vision Statement
Grand Canyon University is the premier Christian university educating people to lead and serve.

Academic Regalia

Since 1949, Grand Canyon University has been helping 
students find their purpose and achieve their potential by 
preparing them to pursue their chosen career, advance in their 
current career or re-career into a different field. As a Christian 
university, GCU also encourages students to find their purpose 
in Christ, with an emphasis on applying Christian values and 
ethics to their studies and to the workplace. 

GCU offers online and campus-based degree programs within 
a dynamic learning environment for both traditional students as 
well as working professionals. Our classes are appropriately sized 
for each content area and offer engaging interaction with 
classmates as well as individual attention from instructors who care 
about student success.

 GCU is experiencing an exciting time of campus expansion 
that includes new dorms, classrooms, student recreation 
centers, parking structures and a newly upgraded 7,000-seat 
arena. The arena is home to our men’s and women’s basketball 
teams and also hosts other events such as concerts and world-
renowned Christian speakers.

As a regionally accredited university, GCU offers the most 
experienced leadership in delivering degree programs online. 
Students work in an innovative digital classroom, connect with full-time 
faculty and enjoy complete access to our vibrant Phoenix campus 
community, while studying at the times that work for their schedule 
and still enjoying a close connection with classmates via online 
discussions. For more information regarding GCU's mission 
statement, visit gcu.edu/mission.

Mission Statement
Grand Canyon University prepares learners to become global citizens, critical thinkers, 

effective communicators and responsible leaders by providing an academically 
challenging, values-based curriculum from the context of our Christian heritage.

In medieval times, a mace was a hand-to-hand combat 
weapon. In about the year 1400 A.D., a mace evolved from a 
weapon to a ceremonial instrument used by academicians in 
rituals such as commencement and inaugurations. The oldest 
known ceremonial mace was that of the Faculty of Common 
Law on University of St. Andrews in Scotland, used in 1438.

The mace is carried at the head of the procession and placed in 
a special stand, thus signifying the formal onset of the ceremony. 

GCU’s ceremonial mace is a hand-crafted walnut staff 
combined with a specially sculpted medal seal. When the 

Grand Canyon College seal was adopted in 1950, two of its 
major components were the cactus and the cross. The 
saguaro cactus rises from its desert setting to signify the 
intellectual opportunity for Grand Canyon University students, 
counteracting the arid mental state of uneducated man. The 
cross stands prominently on the horizon as a guide for spiritual 
enlightenment. Between the outer circle representing the 
earth and inner circle representing the wheel of progress, the 
name of the university, its location and the year it was chartered 
are inscribed. 

The University Mace

Those who hold the PhD degree may choose either the color of 
their discipline or PhD blue, a royal blue.

Arts, Letters, Humanities...... white
Business.....................................drab
Education...........................light blue
Fine Arts................................. brown
Math, Science,                                           .
Technology...................science gold

Music ...........................................pink
Nursing ................................. apricot
Public  Administration (MPA), Govern-
ment, Justice Studies........peacock blue
Public Health .............. salmon pink
Religion ..................................scarlet

GCU,  whi le  reser ving i ts  law ful  r ights  in  l ight  of  i ts  Christ ian mission,  is  committed to  maintaining an academic environment that  is  free from unlaw ful 
d iscriminat ion.  Fur ther detai l  on GCU’s  Non-Discriminat ion pol ic ies  can be found at  gcu.edu/t it leIX ©2017 Grand Canyon University

The Office of Alumni Relations

Welcomes the Class of 2017 Alumni!

At Grand Canyon University, you’re a Lope for life. As you continue to pursue  

your purpose, you can still stay connected to our campus community.  

We invite you to join a local alumni chapter, where you can network with fellow GCU 

grads and stay connected to your Lope roots. We also host alumni events 

throughout the year and offer plenty of opportunities to get involved!

Don’t forget to share your stories and accomplishments,

from career achievements to personal milestones. 

Congratulations Class of 2017!

Stay connected:
gcu.edu/alumni

facebook.com/gcualumni

gcu.edu/linkedin

twitter.com/gcualumni 

instagram.com/gcu

#Lope4Life


