
2018
Commencement
Friday, December 14, 2018



2	 	 3

Commencement 2018 “Find Your Purpose”

Friday, December 14, 2018
9 am 

Colangelo College of Business

College of Fine Arts and Production

College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
	 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
	 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
	 Recorded by GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM
	 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD
	 Vice President of Student Affairs
	 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
	 Brian Mueller, MAEd
	 President, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
	 Gian-Paul Gonzalez 
	 Executive Director Hope + Future, High School Teacher and Motivational Speaker  

STUDENT SPEAKER
	 Loren Jaxson
	 Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design
	 College of Fine Arts and Production

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE PLEDGE (pg. 40)
	 For our Nursing Students

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2018
	 Noah Wolfe
	 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
	 Hank Radda, PhD
	 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES

Commencement 2018 “Find Your Purpose”

Friday, December 14, 2018
2 pm 

College of Education

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

College of Science, Engineering and Technology

College of Theology

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
	 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
	 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
	 Recorded by GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM
	 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD
	 Vice President of Student Affairs
	 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
	 Brian Mueller, MAEd
	 President, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
	 Gian-Paul Gonzalez 
	 Executive Director Hope + Future, High School Teacher and Motivational Speaker 

STUDENT SPEAKER
	 Jacob DeYoung
	 Bachelor of Science in Information Technology
	 College of Science, Engineering and Technology

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2018
	 Noah Wolfe
	 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
	 Hank Radda, PhD
	 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION
	 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES
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Special Music

CRITICAL MASS

Vocal ensemble, Critical Mass, is a traveling ministry team that represents the music department, 
the College of Fine Arts and Production and Grand Canyon University. Members are selected 
through an annual audition open to all music majors. They perform a wide variety of all a cappella 
music. The ensemble performs on campus and is on the road throughout the year representing 
GCU at churches, schools, special events and other venues throughout Arizona.

Commencement Keynote Speaker

GIAN-PAUL GONZALEZ 

High school teacher. Gifted motivational speaker. 
Founder of Hope + Future.

Gian-Paul Gonzalez, a high school teacher in Union City, NJ, is 
widely recognized for delivering the famous “All In” rally cry 
message during a chapel service for the New York Giants before 
their win against the New York Jets. The Giants went on to win 
Super Bowl XLVI and Gonzalez was known as the inspiration 
behind their big victory. His inspirational speech was featured on 
ESPN; he’s also had notable appearances on Fox News, ABC and 
CNN and he’s shared the stage at leadership events with Daymond 
John of ABC’s “Shark Tank.” 

Gonzalez was a former NCAA First Team All-American forward from Montclair State University 
and played in the NBA Summer League in 2007. He was offered professional basketball contracts; 
yet, he turned them down to continue his work with at-risk youth. Gonzalez is the founder of  
Hope + Future—an organization dedicated to using athletics and physical fitness to share a message 
of hope, while striving for excellence in inner-city public schools and juvenile jails.
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Col angelo College of Business
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10	 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  †Honors College	 11

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Madisen Aguirre* 
Ariel S. Alvarez** 
Daniel S. Bickle** 
Lavelle Bridges
Carrie M. Conner	  
Mark E. Cramer	  
Denajo R. Farrington	  
William L. Fry*†
Justin Gamble** 
Gabriel Garcia-Ocampo	  
Raymond N. Gibson	  
Elizabeth Gonzalez	  
Parker H. Green	  
Yelena M. Guzman
Stephen Harris	  
Ryan M. Heck* 
Walid H. Khan	  
Christopher L. Koivisto	  
Celeste Lucio	  
Kelsey M. Mcnamara* 
Darlene Mendoza-Zugarazo* 
Ilyasah Muhammad	  
Arleth Orozco
Jonathan Ortiz-Huerta	  
Angelica Perez	  
Jorge A. Rodriguez Porras	  
Anaiis Roth* 
Tora RuthΔ 
Traya L. SchusterΔ 
Samantha Sciubba* 
Nathaniel W. Shamp** 
Pam Shearer	  
Emily ShyΔ 
Riley G. Thayer
Dulce M. Vazquez Jimenez	  
Chase R. Wampler	  
Liyan WangΔ 
Brian M. White†
Madison G. Williams†
Elexus Yduarte	  
Joseph B. Zedalis	  

Bachelor of Science in 	
Applied Business Analytics

Cory W. Crider* 
Samantha E. GeivettΔ 
Thomas M. Stabler

Bachelor of Science in 	
Business Administration

Mouad Belahoussine	  
Matthew Brako	  
Susette Cervantes** 
Cristina Correa
Charles P. Estfan* 
Cedrick Fairley	  
Brooklyn P. Gordon*** 
Ebony P. Grant-Stafford*** 
Jesus GurrolaΔ 
Colton K. Huckabone*†
Emily M. Lafollette	  
Evan G. Lancelot	  
Nicole C. Latham
Courtney Larsen***	  
Madison B. Lickey
Jessica Lucero***	  
Joselyn I. Malik	  
Tamara MarkovicΔ 
Jessica L. Mclaggan*** 
Melanie R. Nelson
Haley Olvey**
Delanie O'Neil	  
Jessica Peraza	  
Isabella N. Rodriguez	 
Milagro Rodriguez
Raquel Saldana
Jalyn Sanderson	  
Nicholas E. Simkins	  
Alyssa Sly	  
Aidaly Tarazon** 
Chynelle C. Teager*†
Cheyanne Torres
Anneke M. Valencia* 
Stephanie M. Walker	  
Kayla Waters
David Whitaker Jr.	  
Austin M. White
Abigail Zapata

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Information Systems

Roberto R. Atanassov* 
Mark Thompson** 

Bachelor of Science in 	
Business Management

Dayson M. Alip	  
Christian A. Anderson*** 
Sarah Anderson**†
Israel Arrona*** 
Samara A. Bahu*** 
Morgan J. Becker	  
Jacob R. Bowman** 
Anna E. Bredy	  
Kaitlyn K. Brunswig***†
Brianna BurdetteΔ 
Natalie Carlson* 
Damian S. Cesaitis
Jacquelyn Church	  
Phillip A. Colbert Jr.	  
Makayla A. Collin*** 
Cydnee M. Cronin	  
Nicholas Cross	  
Conner Culligan* 
Jamie Deese
Wedner Delmonte
Clare A. Doolittle** 
Reggan Dumpert** 
Sabrina J. Enns* 
Cassidy C. Espinola** 
Mya Etienne	  
KyLee R. Flores	  
Sebastian A. Fuenzalida Laso*†
Eric D. Fuson* 
Ross GallagherΔ 
Ashley M. Garcia
Marissa M. Garcia
Joy Garcia Cocone*	  	  
Natalie N. Godoy	  
Katherine P. Gonzales	  
Conner J. Hennessey	 
Cienna C. Hernandez*** 
Ashton JacobeΔ 
Rebekah M. Keller***†
John H. Kim	  
Myong Kon Kim* 
Megan K. Komanich	  
Katherine R. Koomen* 
Ashleigh E. Lawton*** 
Monica Leising***†
Hayden A. Lesko** 
Mickayla J. Levine	  
Gary D. Linson	  
Crystal D. Mancilla* 
Kimiyko I. Matsuda*** 

Nathaniel A. Mccay** 
Jessica Moore
Sabrina M. Mora	  
Afton R. Moran*** 
Akira Morris
Ignatius Mwanambale
Daniel Olaguibel	  
Cheyenne E. Osborn***†
Sara R. Ossey*** 
Hannah R. Paine	  
Codie Parham**†
Konner Parsley	  
Jeanine R. Pascua** 
Rebekah Phinney***†
Anais N. Powell*** 
Mason ReisΔ 
Timothy Riley
Gavin K. Roemer** 
Isaiah Ross* 
Joseph R. Russo	  
Greg P. Saenz	  
Kayle Salyer*** 
Paul H. Sardo* 
Braeden J. Scheer	  
Mckenzie J. Shaver*** 
Michael Shields	  
Albert C. Smith*** 
Katherine R. Snuffer*** 
Jhericka Soroten	  
Elizabeth M. Speight*** 
Kalen K. Spencer	  
Ranzel Tinio** 
Plamena Trifonova	  
Adam Tucker	  
Joseph-Ray A. Tuthill	  
Daniel J. Williams* 

Bachelor of Science in 
Entrepreneurial Studies

Matthew T. Anderson** 
Destiny S. Bennett*†
Jacqueline Berry*** 
James O. Bryan†
Jake Collins
Alexandra A. Fitzpatrick	  
Holly A. Heckart*†
Rebecca Hendricks
Madisson Hrimnak
Maitreya Hutchinson
Miguel A. Loreto** 
Alexis LozaΔ 
Kayla Luney*

Eva Nys* 
Miriam Ornelas	  
Hailey R. Richardson** 
Gustavo Sebastiani De Oliveira*†
Elisia M. Soto* 
Micah T. Swinhart	  
Erick A. Turkovich	  
Martin A. Verdugo	  

Bachelor of Science in 	
Finance and Economics

Areeb AbdulmunibΔ 
Said Adoi	  
Sergio Aldaco-Gomez	  
Samuel Buadoo	  
Martin CabanillasΔ 
Spencer Crouder
Cameron R. Dunn	  
Mark T. Fuson** 
Lawrence S. Gaos	  
Jacob E. Giacoma* 
Abraham Gomez	  
Daniel P. Holland	  
Kennedy C. Holthus*** 
Connar T. Johnson* 
Daniel L. Kolbo* 
Aleksander KycykuΔ 
Bubacarr LeighΔ 
Jorge E. Marin OrtizΔ 
Breana M. Marsh**†
Mark Nikolaev** 
Damin C. Pilon***†
Ethel R. Pino Bejarano***†
Dawnielle T. PowellΔ 
Nathaniel S. Razo	  
Christian A. Rigoni	  
Steven Rodriguez Jr.** 
Erick Roman Torres
Nicole R. Schuler* 
Rihonna M. Scoggins* 
Asher J. Solomon** 
Christopher Spinato	  
Evan Q. Waldrep** 
Camron J. White***†
Dillon Yoak

Bachelor of Science in  
Hospitality Management

Brandon Bockus
Gabriel Cruz*

Breanna N. De George* 
Corinne E. Hulse** 
Sara Nakamura*** 
Tatum S. Nowlin
Katelyn Pang***	  
Christina M. Peterson** 
Alyssa J. Walker***†
Tiffany N. Whicker* 

Bachelor of Science in Marketing

Jacob Altman
Kelsey Atkinson	  
Matthew C. Brand	  
Molly Bustamante	  
Patrick J. Cardiasmenos* 
Marinna K. Chavez	  
Michael Chavez**†
Malori S. Clark	  
Megan Ann R. Clausen** 
Michael J. Cloyd-White	  
Ashley Coil* 
Nathan Cooper
Alexis B. Davis* 
Andrew J. Finley*** 
Bryon M. FoustΔ 
Lilia Gal
Hailey N. Garcia	  
Anissa M. Gardner	  
Adrieanna M. Gaston	 
Randee W. Gleason** 
Danielle M. Glickman	 
Stephanie A. Gonzalez	  
Michael Hansen
Quin M. Jackson***† 
Nathan A. Jonas	  
Taylor R. Kottke***
A'asia E. Krieger***† 
Vu Le	  
Maddie T. Lindahl	  
Drake F. Mclain
Caleb Mercado	  
Alwyn H. Neveling* 
Brandon S. Ornelas	  
Noah T. Plowman	  
Kolton K. Quitno** 
Christina N. Ressa	  
Lynnea RogersΔ 
Brooks Russo	  
Samantha J. Sanchez** 
Hannah C. Sawyer** 
Sarah J. Schwartz	  
Branden Simon	  
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12	 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  †Honors College

Kimberly B. Stormes*** 
Cooper M. Strang	  
Sandra A. Tena	  
Sara M. Turley	  
Theo Walker
Jacob Wells
Samantha R. Whipple* 
Lauren Wilson	  
Lauren N. Wilson	  

Bachelor of Science in 	
Sports Management

Matthew R. Buczko*** 
Jessica L. Capalbo*** 
Analis Castro	  
Andrew E. Damour	  
Preston C. Eder	  
Austin L. Elwood
Jacob Giesen	  
Christian Guzman* 
Jack D. Hollin
Cole Irwin	 
Matthew R. Kruszewski* 
Payton Kuhnel*** 
Riley Lang	 
Anissa L. Lopez** 
Nathaniel May* 
Thomas H. McCartyΔ 
Robert A. MilackiΔ 
Noah H. Mingo
Scott P. Moker†	  
Cruz Mortensen	  
Joseph P. Page II* 
Michael Polchow
Christian J. Ramirez	  
Alexander R. Ramsell	 
Logan Ray*
Justin T. Rivera	  
Jesus A. Ruiz	  
Adrian Sadighi** 
Cole T. Schexnayder	  
Taylor J. Schull** 
Colton J. Snyder
Kyle R. Snyder	  	  
Shawn P. Spitzer	  
Adam B. Tenenbaum	  
Chris J. Towle	  
Marco A. Vasquez	  
Jordan A. Vicente	  
Jason P. VillalpandoΔ 
Lauren E. Ware	  
Thomas R. Wilson* 

13

College of Education



Degree Candidates

14	 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  †Honors College

Bachelor of Science in 	
Early Childhood Education

Olivia J. Birky*** 
Kylie Coutu
Audrea Evans	  
Madison A. Flesner*** 
Kelsey D. Keller*** 
Erin E. Kortman*** 
Jordan Martinez***
Kendall Moore***
Emilirose Robinson*** 
Victoria E. Shore*** 
Alexandra M. Steffes***†
Kori C. Tinnin*** 
Saschelle Triboulet**
Lauren M. Velcko*** 

Bachelor of Science in 	
Educational Studies

Janene Betts*** 
Mackenzie L. Hale** 
Anna R. LamaideΔ 
Lynda M. Locigno	  
Daisy M. Ontiveros***†

Bachelor of Science in 	
Elementary Education

Rhea Mae Bala◊ 
Alex M. Barrera	  
Allene J. Biedermann***†
Madisyn E. Browning** 
Kristin M. Buehrer*** 
Jacob Burg
Janay M. Carpenter** 
Shannon M. Castle* 
Kate Chaffin	  
Isabelle J. Cox** 
Mikayla Danielson***
Sarah B. Dinius*** 
Emani N. Duboise*** 
Alyssa R. DuncanΔ 
Kendall Evans*** 
Madeline K. Favillo*** 
Meleia Ferreira*** 
Abigail A. Forcey** 
Aimee L. Frank*** 
Alyssa E. Frasier***†
Alyssa Fulmer*** 

Jessica K. Gajewski*** 
Ruben J. Garcia	  
Georgia Hale	  
Morgan R. Ham*** 
Kaitlin Heuvelhorst*
Alexis M. Hill*** 
Maria F. Iniguez*** 
Brittney M. Jobinger	  
Stephanie E. Khalifeh*** 
Brooklynn Kovacs
Madison R. Libretti** 
Sarahbeth Lowenberg	  
Anthony Mady*** 
Sigrid Medina-Munoz***†
Victoria F. Monk*** 
Lauren Pearson***
Gabriella Pinetti***
Makenna L. Powell* 
Cecilia Pusac*
Aspen Richard***†
Angelica A. Robles*** 
Martha B. RodriguezΔ 
Anica Sawchuk***†
Sarah Schalick***
Mckenna P. Schaub*** 
Roxanna E. Sears*** 
Janine M. Snyder** 
Nicole Stark**
Jacquelyn Stokes*** 
Austin L. Thumm*** 
Summer S. Vacala	  
Ashley N. Volm**†
Megan Winfrey***

Bachelor of Science in Elementary 
Education and Special Education

Amethyst Bernard***†
Natalie E. Gladson*** 
Marissa E. Mascio*** 
Kendall E. Melton*** 
Jessica L. Morrill	  
Adrian L. Rodriguez** 
Eugene C. Sanders*** 
Shayna N. Taylor*** 
Chantel A. Tessari* 
Aimee L. Whatley** 

Bachelor of Science in 	
Secondary Education

Kathryn E. Crowe* 

Lilia De La Tova 
Sean Eicher 
Yolanda Lopez**
Sydney Madrid
Ashley N. Olander*** 
Ariana A. Saiz* 

15

College of Fine Arts 
and Production



Degree Candidates

16	 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  †Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Advertising 	
and Public Relations

Anthony D. Hughes	  
Alyssa K. Moran** 
Ashely Outlaw**
Mariah R. Salazar* 

Bachelor of Arts in Dance Education

Aubrianna N. Stough***†

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design

Alyssa Barton*
David C. Calvert
Kailee Cardinal
Mary Clayton
John O. Dinwiddie*** 
Hector E. Garcia
Kamrie Iseman
Loren M. Jaxson*** 
Ty A. Metcalfe
Jessica Ottley*** 
Joshua J. Reichert
Sabrina Ricksecker* 
Yesenia A. Thomas*** 
Eric J. Vingerhoets*** 
Riley J. Warr

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film	

Isaiah R. Aria
Bailey Aylmer*** 
Michael E. Davis
Garrett Chandor
Samantha Harre**
Sydney A. King
David Kormann
Gwen M. Massett
Trevor S. McIntosh†
Claire E. O'rourke** 
Rhianna Reyes* 
Austyn W. Smith**
Megan Weilersbacher*

Bachelor of Arts in Music

John R. MosbyΔ

Bachelor of Arts in  
Music Education

Victoria L. Bieniek
Melissa Carrasco
Theressa J. Robedeau*

Bachelor of Arts in Theatre

Tarnim V. Bybee* 
Jeffrey M. Savelsberg
Ryan C. Usher

17

College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences



Degree Candidates Degree Candidates

18	 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  †Honors College	 19

Bachelor of Arts in 
Communications

Robyn N. Avila
Jake Bactista
Karah BondsΔ 
Kasey Brann◊†
Collin Bro
Jason Christopher**
Marina N. Conrad** 
Danielle A. Corey* 
Autum A. Coronado
Victoria D'Angelo
Santino Di Santo
Vincent Duarte
Shania GagnonΔ 
Adrieanna M. Gaston
Juan Carlos Guerrero Jr.* 
Zachary R. Hardman
Dakota Heilman*
Shantel M. Hinnen*** 
Emerson Jimenez
Lilyanna M. Johnson
Micah L. Johnson
Kali R. Johnson** 
Keara G. KatayamaΔ 
Hannah E. KellyΔ 
Ellis R. Litfin** 
Mackenna M. Morgan
Daniel Musquiz
Michael Naughton
Kelsey Orms
Nicole M. Rowe
Ernesto Sayson III
Zachary D. Schott
Elizabeth T. Seter*** 
Andrew Sferle
Alysia M. Sherman** 
Alexa M. Smiley
Courtney Strayer
Cheick Sy-Savane
Marissa S. Tang**†
Marina Villegas**
Lilyanna Ward
Alyssa N. Walker* 
Whitney R. Wilkerson
Britney Williams
Shiro Yamazaki

Bachelor of Arts in English

Ashlyn S. Abramson	  
Nathan J. Alberts*** 
Destinee Beavers	  
Alyssa M. Brauning* 
Charisma Carter-Graham***†
Cymelle L. Edwards*** 
Mary Mullings*** 
Gabriel Schaeffer**

Bachelor of Arts in English for 
Secondary Education

Anna E. Aparicio** 
Lynn A. Falkner*** 
Nichole K. Flink*** 
Brittney J. Greeno** 
Sidney S. Rascon***†

Bachelor of Arts in 
English Literature

Liana R. D'Agostino*** 
Victoria F. Monk*** 

Bachelor of Arts in Government

Jesslynne B. Alvarez**†
Daniil Antipov** 
Stephen P. Crockett*** 
Madison Darlage
Valerie R. Delgadillo** 
Gary J. DominguezΔ 
Jingkie E. Ecija* 
Austin E. Frey** 
Julia E. Han*** 
Allainnah Mandt
Shelbie A. Meyer*** 
Breann M. Pasto** 
Connor J. RiceΔ 
David Salgado**†
Sarah Sanders***†
Taylor M. Scott* 

Bachelor of Arts in History

Xavier C. Alvarez* 
Jessica M. Freeman*** 
Christian T. Lestinsky*** 

Rebecca L. Morrison***†
Amanda Watson†

Bachelor of Arts in History for 
Secondary Education

John Barnes*** 
Cody Copeland*** 
Ki'Ana J. Earley*** 
Ahmir F. Lamar*
Audrey O'Sullivan**† 
Tyler R. Sharpless*** 
Ronald Strate*

Bachelor of Science in 	
Behavioral Health Science

Raegan N. Courtemanche*** 
Kayla M. Dennis*** 
Lauren A. Gray* 
Kayla HallΔ

Bree Haertling* 
Marrissa S. JohnsonΔ 
Andrew J. Kenny** 
Audriana Martinez	  
Franco I. Munoz 

Bachelor of Science in Counseling

Stephanie Haan	  
Nicholas P. Malinasky	 
Claudia E. Rivas**
Sasha Thompson 

Bachelor of Science in 	
Justice Studies

Jared Algra**
Joseph Allor
Bailey Aronsen
Rebekah Campbell* 
Keshaun Clark 
Gregory Contreras 
Grant G. D'Amico* 
Sydney L. Darouze** 
Yumilasky Y. De Leon** 
Peter Delgado-Murillo** 
Dylan D. Dominguez** 
Teo Dragic***†
Lauren Fazekas**†
Matthew S. FerrisΔ 

Jhosselyn R. Flores Sosa* 
Devin K. Franco*** 
Kassidy E. Freemer*** 
Christopher Garcia
Hannah N. Garcia** 
Kie'netra S. Garcia* 
Austin T. Garwood* 
Samantha D. Gentile 
Derek J. Gilmore** 
Rachel N. Gonzales** 
Luis Gonzalez* 
Jerron-Khely L. Grimm
Simon A. Hawks***†
Evelyn Hernandez 
Kendall S. Hormel 
Kelsey R. Jefferies*** 
Albert Katembo
Megan E. LaCroix*†
Jose F. Liqui Acebal* 
Blake M. Mccormick*** 
Marylyn S. Millan
Jaime Montanez
Kylie A. Nepomuceno
Daniella Ochoa
Destiny R. Perez* 
Shane M. Ramsey
Destiny Richardson 
Isabel J. Rodriguez-Fuentes* 
Estrellita Salas
Marco A. Santana Jr. 
Sarah L. Schneider 
Kevin Serrano 
Julia R. Sexton
Jared I. Shaw 
Karlee M. Smith*** 
Eric E. Thompson 
Jacob T. Tobin** 
Sophia Valenzuela 
Bryan Valerio-Rubio* 
Cameron Watson
Ke'Arrah C. Williams
Elijah K. Womack 

Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics for  
Secondary Education

Veronica N. Ortega** 
Caleb A. Reed*

Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Olivia K. Aranda*** 

Allyson BarriosΔ

Akasia N. Battle	  
Maria Beltran* 
Cody Blood	  
Nicole B. Bowman** 
Daytwon Brown
Andrea J. Cabrera*** 
Heidy Camargo	  
Byanca Carrera* 
Janeth Castillo	  
Gregory Contreras	  
Anyssa N. De Vera* 
Anneliese Decook
Kierra Z. Delco	  
Shaye Dietrich	  
Cortney M. Donaca** 
Kaytlyn A. Douglass** 
Allison M. Dunn** 
Arturo A. Estrada
Ashley Felix	  
Diane Figueroa
Corissa Flipse	  
Jessica K. Gajewski*** 
Danielle C. Gaspar†
Ashley M. Giacoma*** 
Bethany J. Gibson*** 
Yasmeen Gomez Hernandez* 
Brittany K. Green	  
Ana K. Gutierrez AvilezΔ 
Hannah L. Hagan	  
Taylor N. Harris	  
Kayla R. Haukenfrers*** 
Brylee S. Hawkins	  
Taryn A. Heinz
Brianna Hernandez	  
Kirsten Marie Keikilani Hicks	  
Kathryn J. Hill* 
Hang Diana Hoang	  
Cindy Holguin*** 
Katherine K. Hosea	  
Taylor R. Humbert* 
Andrea Ilena	  
Austin J. Iniguez
Sherry JarvisΔ	  
Annalee Johnson**†
Danielle G. Johnson* 
Launa J. JonesΔ

Mariah L. Jones	   
Brooke Jordan**
Elizabeth A. Kluever***† 
Makenzie L. Lemons	  
Gabriella M. Longoria	  
Luz E. Lopez	  
Yessenia Lugo** 

Adriana MacDonald*** 
Kaytlyn N. Manasco
Leslie Martinez**
Samantha Mayberry**	  
Emily Maynard	  
Kayla M. Means** 
Melissa M. Mitchell** 
Jin Lan C. Moen** 
Katrina Moen
Danae I. Mollema*** 
Arieyana Moore
Gisselle Munoz** 
Serah Mukoko**
Marina NegreteΔ 
Erika Nunez	  
Monique Obillo	  
Kaila S. Oltman* 
Joshua D. OrmordΔ

Sheila Ortiz*† 
Sonia Ortiz	  
Anna Pancoast	  
Adrianna B. Pearson	  
Destinee M. Peterson*** 
Lindsey Petrie
Alejandro Radilla	  
Haley ReedΔ 
Wesleh'yanna U. Relf	  
Yusef Reown
Thalia R. Reyes* 
Alexis R. Rodriguez*** 
Miranda Rodriguez
Danielle Rojas
Tatyanna M. Rose	  
Ethan P. Rubio* 
Kylie T. Ruhlen	  
Bobbye J. Sanders*** 
Alexandria C. Santamaria
Allison Scalf**
TaylorRae Schnepp*	  
Brennan M. Schroader
Lauren E. Scrivner†	  
Mariah S. Sharp* 
Alicia M. Silva** 
Sara E. Silverstein*** 
Annie G. Siroky*** 
Taylor Slade-Adjei
Megan R. Smith** 
Tristin Smith
Nataly SotoΔ 
Wynne Tam	  
Isaiah H. Thompson	  
Joy Vaquera TowersΔ 
Amy Grace R. Ung	  
Jordan N. Vaughn** 
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Degree Candidates

20	 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude  *Cum Laude  ∆ University Honors  †Honors College

Jackie G. Villarreal	  
Sarah Wadding** 
Juwan I. Washington	 
Kayla S. Welle*** 
Jackson L. WhittleΔ 
Briana Williams
Justin Williams	  	  
Lauren A. Wilson
Tiffany R. Wilson*** 

Bachelor of Science in Sociology

Melissa Arteaga	  
Samantha R. Dehaai	  
Aminata TC Demaih	  
Shaye Dietrich	  
Nicole E. Durbin* 
Colton J. Estevez	  
Jordan M. Estrada	  
Quintoria R. Gibson
Sabrina C. Gomez***† 
Unique Gonzalez
Charles Hall	  
Brylee S. Hawkins	  
Karolyn M. Lamberson	  
Victoria A. Leonard*** 
Yessenia Lugo** 
Gabriella Martinez
Kristin B. McIntyre* 
Sydney L. Mendoza	  
Lorissa S. Mercer	  
Jin Lan C. Moen** 
Danae I. Mollema*** 
Samantha F. Morales	 
Samuel Ndayiragije
Kelsie J. Palmer** 
Morgan R. Powers***
Madison R. Rascon***† 
Megan O. Reyes* 
Bianca Rivas
Rachel P. Robinson***† 
Jazmine C. Ruiz	
Geoffrey Spiller 
Teqwa'Zha Terry
Andrea Torres** 
Dana C. Turner** 
Karina N. VelasquezΔ 

College of Nursing and 
Health Care Professions
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Bachelor of Science  
in Athletic Training

Allyson S. Alvarez** 
Daria R. Bickham** 
Alexandra H. Burcham**†
Janeria R. Calhoun** 
Luz Elena Campas
Michelle M. Carlin* 
Emily H. Crisler***†
Michael S. Danne* 
Natalie M. Denk
Silvanna Dornfeld*** 
Ryann Fox
Bobbi Fry** 
Brooklyn S. Harris** 
Isabel G. Hopper* 
Sarah C. Martinez
Sarah Nowak*** 
Victoria E. O'Hara** 
Kiana M. Peck* 
Shelby T. Perry**†
Jessica L. Reed*** 
Sarah E. Reuss** 
Brianna Saltzman** 
Skyler B. Sherman* 
Jordyn M. Stewart*** 
Shae L. Turner**
Hailey Yanez**

Bachelor of Science in 	
Health Care Administration

Tiffani L. Anderson* 
Payton J. Barris	  
Girlie Barroga	  
Jesus E. Barron** 
Emily L. Branch** 
Dan Rhockzen A. Bumanglag*** 
Austin R. Buri	  
Sirena A. Castillo*** 
Kristin A. Cervantes* 
Alexandra Bello Delacruz** 
Shirley D. Dominguez**†
Michelle D. Ewing* 
Ivan Garcia*** 
Justin R. Gatlin	  
Abigail Green	  
Athena N. Grotts	  
Robyn T. Harvey* 
Delcy N. Hofseth* 

Trent N. Hollis	  
Alisha P. Houlihan
Sabrina Hovis	  
Jordyn Jefferson** 
Ashleigh A. Johnson	  
Briana N. Jones	  
Brooke K. Lister* 
Katy R. Marinan* 
Daisy K. Mendoza* 
Emily D. Perez** 
Brianna J. Potter*** 
Vannesa Ramirez-Abarca* 
Dajuan I. Roberts	  
Casandra R. Rodelo	  
Megan M. Rogers	  
Stephanie N. VazquezΔ 
Annie R. Verhoef** 
Lyndze WalbergΔ 
Shelby A. Yackley* 
Kayla J. Zavala

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Renuka Abraham* 
Alexyss A. Aki** 
Rebecca Alfone** 
Kasey E. Allen** 
Gabriella M. Allister* 
Tatum Ayers** 
Gabrielle P. Balka**†
Sabrina S. Balyan*** 
Charlotte R. Barber**†
Kyanna Barboza**†
Marley L. Basha** 
Zachary R. Baxter** 
Jessica Belmonte*** 
Desiree E. Benson-Garcia** 
Olivia R. Betz** 
Jacob E. Boehmer*** 
Kendra Bridges** 
Brianna Brolsma*** 
Shane R. Browning** 
Shelby Burgess* 
Blanche Cadungog*** 
Jeanette "Netti" Cannon** 
Rachel L. Carvalho** 
Rachel E. Chapman*** 
Bianka Chavarria** 
Gabrielle M. Chavez* 
Natisha D. Clark*** 
Emily E. Clear**†
Amanda M. Connally** 

Margaret E. Conti** 
Taylor B. Courtney* 
Stephanie Covington*** 
Machayla M. Culver*** 
Alyssa Dennis***
Leah C. Deutsch** 
Samuel J. Druyor*** 
Carolyn Duran** 
Tyler M. Duran 
Jacqueline Elizarraraz**†
David Englander** 
Bailey R. Floyd** 
Kylie Fong** 
Ashley D. Frampton** 
Alanna Freij* 
Mary Futch***†
Anthony Gatz*
Taylor A. Gibson*** 
Justin P. Gimarino*** 
Tayler A. Gordon 
Rebecca P. Gorospe** 
Shelby G. Hammock** 
Shannon L. Harney** 
Reilly Harvie** 
Morgan N. Heinold** 
Kendal N. Henning** 
Adrianna Henry** 
Sergio Hernandez Gomez** 
Sierra A. Herrick*** 
Kirstin A. Hoerr*** 
Alexis K. Hoff*** 
Ashley N. Holt*** 
Jordan L. Huffman*** 
Jessica Hughes** 
Vanessa Ibarra Jara***†
Amanda J. Ikard** 
Juhae Im**†
Shayla Iwata* 
Alyssa C. Jacobsen* 
Amanda J. Jimenez** 
Kendall R. Johnson* 
Sarah K. Johnson** 
Savleen Kaur* 
Mikayla D. Kern*** 
Valerie D. Kimbrough*** 
Jennifer Kralovetz*** 
Jacey L. Lange* 
Heather N. Larson** 
Reilly M. Lee* 
Ariana A. Lela*** 
Madilyn R. Leuthauser*** 
Correen A. Lieber
Madison Magoon** 

Jessica McAndrew**
Kacey E. Meakin* 
Marisa C. Mercado** 
Cory A. Meyer*** 
Elizabeth E. Midgley** 
Logan Miller** 
Samantha Morales*** 
Kerstin A. Moyer*** 
MandyLynn R. Mulder** 
Brandon A. Munoz 
Betzy J. Navarrete*** 
Kaitlan M. Navarro** 
Adriana Olari*** 
Shayanna Y. Parker* 
Rachel A. Pavone** 
Shanie Pearson*** 
Lauren L. Pensinger** 
David Phinney** 
Christina Pigozzi*** 
Madison O. Provost*** 
Joseph D. Rabago** 
Julia J. Rasmussen** 
Kimberly A. Reyes*** 
Tristan Rico*** 
Melanie T. Rivas** 
Elizabeth E. Roberts** 
Maribel Rodriguez-Gomez** 
Cynthia V. Romero*** 
Tomas Salas** 
Jessica K. Salazar** 
Seth Salmond** 
Yalvani Serratos* 
Jenna C. Speight**†
Rachel L. Steele** 
Annika J. Strunce* 
Magdalene R. Sullivan*** 
Katelyn N. Szewc** 
Morgan M. Thomas** 
Amy S. Todoran**†
Kelcie I. Vieth
Morgan M. Voorhaar** 
Bryttany Webster**†
Katherine Webster**
Kaitlyn L. Wessel* 
Savannah Whitty*** 
Lyndsey Willis 
Jessica S. Wilson* 
Susan A. Wilson
Linea L. Wilton** 
Gabriella A. Wolfe* 
Kelsie A. Wright 
Aleece M. Yager** 
Kaylie A. York*** 
Daley L. Young*
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Kaylin Wade**

Bachelor of Science in  
Computer Science

Andrew M. Parsadayan

Bachelor of Science in 
Environmental Science

Aven J. Ault*†

Bachelor of Science in  
Exercise Science

Carolyn AlltopΔ 
John T. Benn** 
Jesi R. Bitsoi 
Jayce Clary* 
Tyler A. Cone 
Lorreine Corotan 
Mario Cruz Jr. 
Dakarai R. DeRamus 
Ryan C. Girk 
Victoria L. Goodman 
Alyssa M. Hamilton** 
Jacqueline Hernandez* 
Mitchell Hieter 
Sarah Inafuku 
Samantha JeffersonΔ 
Brianna L. Jensen*** 
Amanda N. Keller** 
Bradlee Maguire*** 
Bryce C. Maki** 
Karissa Marsteen 
Priscilla Muro 
Priscilla A. Patton*** 
Kahlil K. Permenter
Joshua A. Ransom 
Kevin J. Regan 
Allison I. Rodzen** 
Kyle Russ
Steve Salazar
Khalid Shabazz 
Victoria L. Valenzuela** 
Kristin VestΔ

Candace K. Yazzie 
Jurnee Zollinger
Kevin ZygadloΔ

Bachelor of Science in  
Forensic Science

Marina Alvarez
Kailey S. Arnone**†
Isairah Baptiste** 
Teresita De Leon
Caylee S. Gates 
Anastacia Kelly
Tashawna Lee
Alyssa Mulherin
Abigail M. Perzan*†
Belinda L. Segura

Bachelor of Science in  
Information Technology	

Jacob R. Deyoung* 
Morgan J. Melton 
Mark T. MeluskeyΔ 
Renee Neshwat*** 
Israel Rosales*** 
Christian P. SanchezΔ 
Harrison A. Ulrich*** 
Nazifa Wegener	

Bachelor of Science in 
Biochemistry and  
Molecular Biology

Katie A. Farrell** 
Bryson Leonard	  
Lucas T. Mclaughlin

Bachelor of Science in Biology

Carlos X. Acuna* 
Ayodele Adeyemi
Brita C. Ahlers***†
Mustapha B. Ahmed* 
Hector Alonzo Jr.** 
Xitlaly Alvarado Ortega
Dania L. Amaya ZapataΔ 
Emma Anderson Williams*** 
Lindsee Ann** 
Beatriz A. Arellano-Hernandez	  
Kenya Arends
Rebecca Arvizu
Kaley L. Ault*** 
Scott D. Austin*** 
Tara Ayou
Hailee Ball
Sonia Barekzai
Carli BauerΔ	  
Rebecca J. Beard**†
Mark A. Bigbey***†
Austin P. Bourgeois	
Jada Branche 
Sarah Brannan
India E. Broom	  
Emily A. Burkert***†
Anthony Carrasco
John R. Chavez	  
Shawn C. Collins* 
Thomas W. Cook	  
Anna K. Cook***†
Catherine Corcilius
Everett Cox◊

Nathaniel E. Coy**†
Delaney K. Crook*** 
Samuel C. Cruz	  
Suzanne A. Currey**†
Brianne N. Davis*†
Harry Davis	  
Sonam Dhanota	  
Amanda F. Dinger	  
Vesna Djukic	  
Kayli M. Dorsey	  

Lindsay D. Duarte*** 
Oscar A. Duran	  
Mallory Durnbaugh***†
Molly Eagleton
Joshua Echeverria
Chelsea N. Empett** 
Sochil Enriquez
Klifford Fernando
Yen Bryan Fong*** †
Dallas Fox	  
Chelsea Franklin	  
Jessica E. Freeman*†
Karissa Frech
David Furrow**
Aidan Gallant*** 
Gemma Garcia
Manuela H. Gaspar-Francisco	  
Caylee S. Gates	  
Kieran Genobaga* 
Brandon Gonzalez
Jaqueline Gonzalez
Marcela Gonzalez
Adriana Guevara
Desire' M. Hayden	  
Bethzaida Herrera	  
Wayne Howell
Duyen Hua*	  
Madison H. Hunger* 
Chantelle J. Iloreta* 
Olivia Jackson	  
Itzel Jimenez* 
Cassandra Jones*** 
Jarrett D. Judkins*†
Henok T. Kase	  
Misty Keobounnam	
Jonathan Kertich** 
Margaret King*†
Kollin Koller* 
Neda Kooklani∆

Samantha Krause†
Monica Kumar-Ocana†
Jacob L. Layfield** 
Adrianna Ledezma
Nicole A. Loewer*** 
Jessica C. Lozo	  
Daniela Macias*†
Claire Marasigan***†
Emily McEvers* 
Oksana McfallΔ

Jacqueline D. Michel	
Andrew MillerΔ

Sergio Molina
Samiha T. Mohsen***†

Delaney R. Mota**†
Serena A. Mulherin** 
Cristina K. Palomera	  
Raelyn Panzica
John V. Parales** 
Davina Paredes
Conner S. Pensivy* 
Monique Phan**†
Demitria G. Phaturos***†
Mariah A. Piedra** 
Kimberly Piekarz
Alexander S. Ramirez** 
Emily R. Reeves** 
Emily R. Reinking***†
Samantha M. Rodriguez	  
Emmett C. Rogers	  
Nate A. Salazar	  
Andres Sanabria	  
Sarah E. Schaffer** 
Kristin L. Schollmeyer* 
Dylan Schulze
Maiah Sharma	  
Abeer Shawkat	  
Dallas K. Shephard	  
Kelsey L. Smith***†
Austin J. Specht* 
Tyler Stultz	  
Maria C. Suarez	  
Casey J. Swearingen	 
Madelon D. Thompson	  
Melanie Tuell* 
Lauren S. Turner* 
Daylyn N. Turner** 
Mark Van Otten
Dominique Vaught
Emily Vitel
Grant Watkins	  
Rachel A. Wayne***†
Julia M. White* 
Camille Whitten*†
Rebecca Wilcoxson	  
La Brittney Williams
Eric O. Windt*** 
Amanda H. YazzieΔ 

Bachelor of Science in Biology for 
Secondary Education

Nicholas Brocka 
Tristen Fergus
Hayley B. Todd***†
Joy Underdown**
Kaitlyn Van Kirk***
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Bachelor of Arts in  
Christian Studies

Zach Allison	  
Sol Anjelica R. Ancheta***†
Kathy J. Armstrong*** 
Jordan G. Barrow** 
Marshall R. Bauer*** 
Emily Christensen*** 
Adriana Christenson
Luke C. Corsaut*** 
Jonah D. Coughlin	  
Devaughn G. Cunningham*** 
Courtney T. Debord	  
Brady Dugan	  
James Gant** 
Sydney Hairgrove**
Shantel M. Hinnen*** 
Haley A. Junkermann* 
Brandon L. Kempton** 
James Landa	  
Hayley L. Martin	  
Patrick C. Mccarthy	  
Anthony J. Miklas** 
Bailey Nelson***†
Tiffany S. Nelson
Michaela Nielsen*** 
Joshua S. Nunez	  
Shaquille A. Oliver	
Collin Probst 
Jared Ritterling	  
Mikayla Shea** 
Victoria K. Smith	  
Ethan T. Wright* 
Brayleigh L. Young*

Bachelor of Arts in Worship Arts

Milyssa-Allie B. Dela Cruz***† 
Emily A. Gerard* 
Maddison L. Harris 
Septimus L. Joseph 
Abby L. Kitchen*** 
Jackson Lake***
Justine T. Lucero***
Edgar L. Mahler**† 
Anna L. Myers*** 
Bailey A. Santillan
Eden L. Wisniewski***
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LATIN HONOR DISTINCTIONS

Cum Laude,
Magna Cum Laude, 
Summa Cum Laude

Undergraduates completing 60 or more hours of
resident work at Grand Canyon University and having 
a grade-point average (GPA) of 3.4 or higher for all 
course work completed at GCU, may qualify to receive 
recognition: Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude or 
Summa Cum Laude. Undergraduate students who 
qualified have been awarded gold “honor cords” to 
be worn during the commencement ceremony.

University Honors Distinction
 

Undergraduate students who have earned less than 60
credits of resident work at GCU and have a GPA of 3.5
or higher for all coursework completed at GCU may
qualify to receive the recognition of University Honors. 
Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded silver “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony.

Ray-Maben Scholars 
 

This recognition represents the highest scholarship
honor awarded by GCU. Criteria are established by the
faculty and the honor is bestowed each year at graduation.

The required criteria consists of a cumulative and GCU
GPA of at least 3.9, with no more than 12 transferable hours. 
Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded gold “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony.

Honors College 
 

The Honors College is home to more than 2,000 
academically advanced students and promotes 
challenging and enriched learning experiences. The 
Honors College is designed to develop honors students 
into exemplary graduates and influential agents of change 
who will lead and serve in both the workplace and local 
and global communities. The interdisciplinary curriculum, 
unique to the college, holistically integrates faith, theory, 
practice and research. 

Honors College graduates have successfully completed 20 
or more credits of honors coursework, contributed 
research in the Annual Honors College Spring Symposium 
and engaged in special projects, community outreach and 
various work experiences. Their contributions, dedication 
and accomplishments are symbolized by the honors 
medallion worn during the commencement ceremony. 
The Honors College stands for great opportunities and 
even greater rewards.

Honor/Award Descriptions

Special Thanks

The colleges would like to acknowledge all faculty for their dedication and expertise in enabling our 
students to excel as effective future leaders. 

We’d like to say thank you to everyone who contributed, volunteered and assisted with the commencement 
ceremonies. Your hard work and support is greatly appreciated!

An undergraduate student’s GPA on November 1, 2018, determines eligibility for honor cords and recognition at 
the commencement ceremony. The honors distinction reflected at the completion of a student's degree program 
may vary based on the  grades posted to the student's record after November 1, 2018.  We strive to have the most 
current GPA data on the day of the commencement ceremony to recognize honor cord distinctions.   

Transfer students may not graduate with an honor higher than that to which their GPA at GCU would qualify them. 
Second degree and graduate students are not eligible for honors.

Grand Canyon University 
Academic Administration

Brian Mueller, MAEd
President

Hank Radda, PhD
Provost

Jennifer Lech, PhD
Senior Vice President, Academic Affairs

Michael Berger, EdD
Dean, College of Doctoral Studies

Randy Gibb, PhD
Dean, Colangelo College of Business

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD
Dean, College of Education

Claude Pensis, MFA
Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

Sherman Elliott, EdD
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Lisa Smith, PhD
Dean, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Mark Wooden, PhD
Dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Jason Hiles, PhD
Dean, College of Theology
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Col angelo College of Business

*Faculty Chair

Randy Gibb, PhD	 Dean
Allison Mason, MBA	 Assistant Dean
Mark Clifford, PhD	 Director of Sports Business
Erin Boling, BS	 Academic Program Manager
Cheryl Pietkiewicz, MA	 Academic Program Manager 	

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Donna L. DeMilia, PhD
Ronke Oke, PhD

David C. Perkins, DBA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Kathy Kay Archer, DBA
Kelly Damron, PhD
Melissa Galloway, EdD
Chuck Jarrell, PhD
Timothy Kevin Kelley, MBA

Enrique Lopezlira, PhD
Chris Lyons, MBA
Michael R. Potter, MBA
Rick Roth, EdD
Elissa Torres, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
Gary Robert Almy, MBA
Dave Blackledge, JD
Eduardo Borquez, MBA
Randy Burliss, PhD
Leslie D'Anjou, PhD
Marnie Davis, MBA
Lisa Duryee, MPA
Daniel Geivett, MBA
Helen Hammond, PhD
Brian Hardy, MBA
Ken Hein, MBA

Mark Jacobson, MSF
Ana Lopez, MBA
Greg Lucas, MBA*
Dan Reis, MDiv
Jon Ruybalid, JD
Allison Schilling, MM
Russ Schwarz, MBA
Ed Slover, DM
Shaunna Marie Waltemeyer, MBA
Paul Waterman, MBA
Mindy Weinstein, MBA

College of Education

*Faculty Chair
**Executive Director

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD	 Dean	
Debbie Rickey, PhD 	 Associate Dean
Marjaneh Gilpatrick, EdD 	 Executive Director, Educational Outreach

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Meredith Critchfield, PhD Jim Mostofo, EdD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Jena Akard, MEd
Lynn Basko, EdD
Lisa Bernier, EdD
Julie Blair, MEd
Claudia Coleman, MEd
Paul Danuser, MEd
Rebekah Dyer, MEd
Leslie Foley, PhD
Sylvia Harkins, EdD
Jillian Hartman, MS
Brandon Juarez, MEd

Katy Long, MEd
Jeff Martin, EdD
Crystal McCabe, MEd
Stephanie Nilsen, PhD
Nydia Palomino-Lee, EdD
Emily Pottinger, MEd*
Stacy Rucker, MEd
Katie Sprute, MEd*
Kimber Underdown, MAT

INSTRUCTORS
Sonya Berges, MEd
Thomas Christner, MEd
Emil J. Cicogna, MS
Brian Clark, MA
Oren Cox, PhD
Sheila Damiani, MEd*
Sean Diana, MEd
Kathryn M. Flavell, MA
William Jonathan Hintze, MA
Rick Holbeck, MEd **
Biba John, MEd
Marcella Knapp, MA

Katie Kosier, MEd
David Larson, MEd
Woody S. Mason, MEd
Drew McBroom, MA
Jamie Morris, MEd
Angella Mundle, MEd
Virginia Murray, MEd
Carrie O'Donnell, MEd
Katy Sell, MS
Kim Werking, MEd
Nancy L. Winship, MA
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College of Fine Arts and Production

Claude Pensis, MFA	 Dean	
Juan Hernandez, DMA 	 Assistant Dean, Music
William Symington, MFA 	 Assistant Dean, Dance and Theatre

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Rachel Velarde, DMA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Mark Huggins, MM	 Sheila Schumacher, MFA
Susannah Gail Keita, MFA 	 Lisa Tervo, MFA
Christopher Murphy, MFA	 Nola Yergen, MFA

INSTRUCTORS
Jeff DelNero, MFA
Mark Fearey, MM
Brian Gerber, MFA

Patrick Gerber, MFA
Michael John Kary, MFA
Paul Koch, MM

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Sherman Elliott, EdD	 Dean	
Noé Vargas, DBH 	 Assistant Dean

PROFESSORS
William Barron, PhD 
James Helfers, PhD

Timothy Larkin, PhD
Maria Zafonte, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Thomas Dyer, MEd
Diane Goodman, PhD
Elizabeth Larson, MEd
Julie Nelson, PhD
Jennifer Santos, PhD

Shannon Lee Schumann, PhD
Thomas James Skeen, PhD
John Steele, MEd
Laura Terry, PhD
Ben VanDerLinden, MS*

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS 
Andrea Alden, PhD
Priscilla Bamba, PhD
Laura Chesniak-Phipps, PhD
Lori Cooper, MSPSY
Joshua Danaher, MA*
David Dean, PhD
Kristin DiCarlo, MEd

Andrea Hogan, MSL
Jennifer Jones, EdD
Mary Beth Nipp, MA*
Stephanie Palenque-Meyer, MA
Brian Raftery, MA*
Becky Richey, MA

INSTRUCTORS
Christal Abron, MSPSY
Dominique Adkins, PhD
Ruben Jacob Aroz, MA
Brent Edward Bauman, MEd
Jonah Beaumont, MSM
Kevin Boyd, MA
Heather Ilene Brody, MA
Marcie Jill Burger, MC
Megan Castles, MBA
Jennifer Chinn, MAENG
Turk Ciftcikara, MEd
Darius Cooper, PhD
Michael Coplan, MAdmin*
Jolene Daw, PhD
Huy Dinh, MS

Candace Duffy, MS
Trevor Duston, MA
Michael Dvorak, MA
Sarah L. Dwyer, MS
Marquita Elliott, MSL
Michael Feather, MDiv
Karin Fedorsha, MSL
Tennille Feldbush, MA
Rebecca Anne Foy, MA
Vincent Frazier, MS
Ruben V. Garcia, MEd
Kathleen Gilmore, PhD*
Michelle J. Griego, MA
Alan Guthrie, MBA
Tanisha Guy, PhD

*Faculty Chair
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College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vallerie Hancock, MA
Kyle Hedden, MA
Henry George Hellman, MEd
Jim Henry Higuera, MAENG
Steven Hughes, MA
Samia Marie Humphrey, MEd
Corey Nicole Hunt, MS
Justin Ivel Johnson, MSL
Tamla Johnson, MEd
Daniel Kauffmann, PhD
Lauren Kimberly Kelley, MS
Richard Ketchersid, PhD
Faith MaeLee Kindel, MA
Marcela Knapp, MATESOL
Lisa Konow, MPH
Stefan Koukoudeas, MEd*
Amber Kovach, MA
Denise Krupp, MA
Julia Langdal, PsyD
Aprillya "Lea" Lanz, PhD
Amanda S. Laster-Loftus, MA
Kirsten Lopez, MS
Jessica Louis, MSPSY
Terri Lucas, PhD
Gregory William Malloy, MA
Robert Mamada, PhD
Hailey Martinez, PhD
Valentino Martinez, MA
Virgil Mathes, PhD
Christopher McBride, PsyD
Reka Nagy, PhD
John Nicholson, MA
Matthew Nolen, PhD
Dana O'Dell, MSM
Jonathan Olson, PhD
Jennifer Pellish, MEd

Ben Perlin, MA
Monica Maria Perrone, MEd
Christopher Petersdinh, PhD
Mary Petty, MA
Jesse Collin Prather, MA
Evelyn Racette, MPA
Alexis Register, MSL
Nicole J. Rhoades, MEd
Kristin Richardson, MSW
Rebecca Richey, MA
LaVonne Riggs, MEd
Sarah Nicole Robertson, MA
Keith C. Rogers, MPA
Nikki Ruffin, EdD
Kevin M. Salcido, MS
Beverly Santelli, MSPSY
Nicholas Schoonover, MS
Shaquwandrea Simmons, PhD
Susan Small, MAT
Mark Spalding, EdD
Daryl "Jeff" Springer, MS
Nikki Marie Squire, MBA
Robert Staples, PhD
David Steimle, MA
Cornel Stemley, MS
Kendra Stewart, DBH
Lisa A. Tervo, MS
Russell Tiedt, MA
Griselle Torres-Garcia, PhD
Elizabeth Valenti, PhD*
Dorothy Vasquez-Levy, PhD
Jan Wakefield-Darvas, MAENG
Kevin Walling, JD*
Kimbel Westerson, MFA
Colin Witherspoon, MSPSY
Robert Zuckerman, MEd

*Faculty Chair

College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

Lisa Smith, PhD	 Dean
Trina Staton, MSN	 Associate Dean, Pre-Licensure
Maria Quimba, MSN	 Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies
Tamara Wisely, DNP	 Assistant Dean, Graduate Studies
Zachariah Mikutowicz, MBA	 Director, Academic Excellence
Brandon Warner, MEd	 Director, Athletic Training
Vanessa Slaughter, MSN	 Director, Clinical Lab
Heather Ziemianski, MSN	 Director, Clinical Operations
Dorothea Coleman, MSN	 Director, Pre-Licensure
Amanda Ziemendorf, DNP	 DNP Lead
Ruth Anne Skinner, DNP	 ACNP Lead
Pascale Lee, MHA	 BHCA/BSHS Lead
Robert Gaunt, MSN	 FNP Lead
Anna Veronica Perez, MPH	 MPH Lead
Sarah Schroyer, MSN	 MSN Lead
Pamela Hess, MA	 Informatics Lead
Sharon Moritz, PhD	 RN-BSN Lead
Amy Leach, MSN	 NCLEX Success Manager
Tiffany Taylor, MS	 Graduate Program Manager
Milana Chung, MBA	 Program Manager	
Kurt McDonald, MBA	 Program Manager

CLINICAL LAB COORDINATORS
Lewis Bright, BSN	 Boswell
Corazon Laton, MEd

CLINICAL LAB FACULTY
Francine Bretz, MSN
Richard Busby, MSN
Donna Carlson, MSN

Michael Hart, MSN
Jo Anne Palmer, MSN
Shyla Varghese, MSN
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College of Nursing  
and Health Care Professions

Florence Nightingale Pledge

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Roberta Christophersen, MSN
Laurie Curtis, MSN
Leta Davis, MSN
Deborah Jane Evinrude, MSN
Carol Johnson, MSN
Rick Lloyd, MSN
Doris Loher Lovata, DNP

Pamela Love, PhD
Michael McKenney, MS
David Mesman, DHA
Jason Paltzer, PhD
Gail Tucker, DNP
Virginia Villanueva, MSN
Anne Wendt, MSN

INSTRUCTORS
Jessica Aspell, MSN 
Lorinda Baldwin, MSN
Ann Campbell, MSN
Marc Eilers, MS
Patricia Ethridge, PhD
Korena Fine, MSN
Deborah Green, MSN
Alexandra Hackett, MSN
Carol Haynes, MSN
Stephanie Herrick Kays, MSN
Karina Mondragon, MSN
Sara Moss, MSN

Colleen Payne, MSN
Richard Pembridge, PhD
Jelena Peric Kljajic, MSHA
Dana Pionk, BSN
Regina Roberson, MSN
Robin Rogers, MSN
Dulce Ruelas, MPH
Patricia Saenz, MSN
Kelly Schaefer, MSN
Catherine Smyser, MSN
Jamie Sutton, MSN
Gwen Wodiuk, DNP

IMMERSIVE SIMULATION
Brandon Boeckholt, CEP
Jennifer Giles, CEP

Denis Matus, MSN 
Pauline Reinsch, MSN

In full knowledge of the obligation I am undertaking, I promise to take care of the sick with all the skill and understanding I 
possess without regard to race, creed, color, politics or social status, sparing no effort to conserve life, to alleviate 
suffering and to promote health.

I will respect at all times the dignity and religious beliefs of the patients entrusted in my care, holding in confidence 
all personal information entrusted to me and refraining from any action which might endanger life or health.

I will endeavor to keep my professional knowledge and skill at the highest level and give loyal support and 
cooperation to all members of the health team.

College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Mark Wooden, PhD  	 Dean
Heather Monthie, PhD	 Assistant Dean
Jon Valla, PhD	 Assistant Dean
 
PROFESSORS
Neal Adam, PhD
Galyna Kufryk, PhD

Ramesh Velupillaimani, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Dennis Attawia, MBA
Isac Artzi, PhD
Melissa Beddow, PhD
Donald Ellis, MSEE
Russell Grubbs, PhD

Albert Kelly III, MS
William Kuehl, MS
David Kwartowitz, PhD
Sherlin Moses, PhD
Cindy Seminoff, PhD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Berenise Charlton, PhD*
Randhir Deo, PhD
Lydia Fritz, MS
Donna Gerakos, EdD
Charley Langley, PhD
Tom McCarthy, PhD

Klaus Mortensen, PhD
Samantha Russell, MS
Tina Salata, MS
Brian Sillanpaa, MD
Mark Wireman, DC
Zach Zeigler, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
Michael Barton, MS
Sandy Bledsoe, DVM
Michael Bodeen, MHPE
Randy Boyles, PhD
Greg Bullock, MS
Gary Cao, PhD
Adrienne Crawford, MS
Karen Denzler, PhD
Anju Dubey, PhD
Gail Francis, MS
James Gordon, MS
Jeff Griffith, MBA
Darien Hall, PhD
Deborah Haralson, MEd
Dina Higgins, MS
Aprill Hite, MS

Kyle Jones, PhD
Luke Kanuchok, MS
Kathryn Kitzmiller, PhD
Ed Koeneman, MT
Lindsey Kojich, DPT
Scott McRea, MS
Ryan Melillo, DC
Trevor Nordin, MS
Kristin Norris, MS
Will Primack, MD
Mark Reha, MEd
Mohamad Saleh, DBA
Daisy Savarirajan, PhD
Samridhi Shrestha, PhD
Shad Sluiter, MS
Ron Smith, PhD

*Faculty Chair
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College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Rebecca Socia, MS
Andrej Sodoma, PhD
Stephanie Stang, DC
Andrea Strock, MNS
Li Tan, MS

College of Theology

Jason Hiles, PhD	 Dean
Anna Faith Smith, MDiv	 Associate Dean, Associate Professor	  
Peter Anderson, PhD	 Assistant Dean, Assistant Professor

PROFESSORS
Sammy Alfaro, PhD	 Paul Raabe, PhD 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Daniel Scott Diffey, PhD	 Steve Sherman, PhD  
 
ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Ryan Brandt, PhD
Pete Charpentier, DMin
Steven Duby, PhD
Joshua Greever, PhD
Rich Holland, PhD

Mark Kreitzer, PhD
Justin McLendon, PhD
Peter Rasor, PhD
Jonathan Kristian Sharpe, PhD	
  

INSTRUCTORS
Brett Aaron Berger, ThM*
Manny Cota, MA
Valerie DeLaTorre, DMin
Randall Downs, PhD
David Farbishel, DMin
Todd J. Forrest, MA
Numa Gomez, PhD
Robert Calvin Greene, MDiv
Matthew Louis Hampton, MDiv
Jacob Eugene Hicks, PhD
Luke Hoselton, PhD
Scott Eugene Hovater, PhD*
Amanda Jenkins, MDiv
Jeff Jibben, DMin

Thomas John Joseph, MA
Margaret Koontz, MDiv
Robert Ferdinand Krise, MDiv
Franklin Lamca, MDiv
Hector B. Llanes, PhD
Andrew McClurg, PhD
James R. Meadows, PhD
Andre LaMont Mooney, MDiv
Mark Olmos, DMin
Gary Osmundsen, PhD
Michele Renee Pasley, MAT
Michael Donald Richardson, DMin
Joseph Stanley, MDiv

*Faculty Chair
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Doctrinal Statement

WE BELIEVE the Bible, in the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be inspired, the only infallible, true and 
authoritative Word of God.

WE BELIEVE that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe 
in God the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and Earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. For us and for our salvation He came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. Being fully 
God and perfect man He performed miracles and lived a sinless life.

WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ suffered a vicarious and atoning death through the shedding of His blood. He was 
buried and on the third day was resurrected in His body; after which He ascended to be seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

WE BELIEVE that mankind was originally created in the image and likeness of God and free from sin. 
Through the temptation of Satan, they transgressed the command of God and fell from their original 
righteousness, whereby all people have inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are thus under 
condemnation. As soon as they are capable of moral action, they become actual transgressors.

WE BELIEVE that for salvation of lost and sinful people, the regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely 
essential. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to 
live a godly life. We believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God and is worshipped and glorified with the Father and 
Son. He divinely inspired the scriptures, convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, leads Christ’s 
church in truth and is the Teacher and Comforter sent by Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE that salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone; that salvation involves the redemption of the 
whole person and is offered freely to all who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. We believe in the resurrection of 
both the saved and the lost; those who are saved unto the resurrection of the living and those who are lost 
unto the resurrection of damnation.

WE BELIEVE in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ as one holy catholic and apostolic 
church, Christ’s body and bride ministering reconciliation to a lost world. As ambassadors for the Kingdom 
of God and the church, we affirm that evangelism and engagement in societal issues are both part of our 
Christian duty; both are necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and humanity, our love for our neighbor 
and our obedience to Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE the message of salvation proclaimed by Christ’s church is an indictment upon every form of 
alienation, oppression and discrimination, denouncing evil and injustice wherever it exists by lovingly ushering in 
the good news that Christ reconciled the world to Himself.

The doctorate (from Latin, docere, to teach) was the first 
known academic degree and was granted by the University of 
Bologna in the 1100s. Originally, doctor’s and master’s degrees 
were almost synonymous, while “bachelor” referred to entering 
a course of study rather than completing a level of work.

Beginning at Harvard in 1642, American universities 
followed British traditions in both the conferring of degrees 
and the design of academic costumes or “regalia.” While some 
common practices were observed, it was not for some 200 
years that a uniform code was established.

Regalia consists of gowns and hoods. The distinguishing 
marks of the gowns indicate the level of scholastic achievement 
of the wearer. Those who hold doctorates wear gowns that 
have a facing of velvet on the bell-shaped sleeves. While neither 
the master’s nor bachelor’s gowns have trimmings, both are 
distinguished by the cut of the sleeves. The master’s gown is 
noted by its long sleeve which drapes freely to the wrist; the 
bachelor’s gown has a pointed sleeve.

Hoods, designed to display the school’s colors, as well as the 
type of degree and area of study, are worn around the neck and 
flowing down the back. The color of the lining inside the hood – 
the chevron – represents the colors of the wearer’s alma mater. 

The color and width of the velvet edging on the hood indicates 
the degree and field of study. 

Baccalaureate graduates of Grand Canyon University wear 
the black gown without the hood. The academic colleges are 
represented by the color of the tassels which hang from the 
mortarboards. Gold and silver cords indicate that the wearer is 
graduating with honors. 

Faculty and staff who march in the commencement 
ceremonies wear gowns and hoods appropriate for their 
academic achievements. While not an exhaustive list, the 
following are some of the colors that may be seen on their hoods:

VISION STATEMENT
Grand Canyon University is the premier Christian university educating people to lead and serve.

ACADEMIC REGALIA

Since 1949, Grand Canyon University has been helping 
students find their purpose and achieve their potential by 
preparing them to pursue their chosen career, advance in their 
current career or re-career into a different field. As a Christian 
university, GCU also encourages students to find their purpose 
in Christ, with an emphasis on applying Christian values and 
ethics to their studies and to the workplace. 

GCU offers online and campus-based degree programs within 
a dynamic learning environment for both traditional students as 
well as working professionals. Our classes are appropriately sized 
for each content area and offer engaging interaction with 
classmates as well as individual attention from instructors who care 
about student success.

Campus continues to expand beyond 200+ acres with new 
residence halls, popular eateries, an engineering building and 
state-of-the-art facilities like GCU Arena, GCU Stadium and 
Brazell Field at GCU Ballpark.

As a regionally accredited university, GCU offers the most 
experienced leadership in delivering degree programs online. 
Students work in an innovative digital classroom, connect with 
full-time faculty and enjoy complete access to our vibrant Phoenix 
campus community, while studying at the times that work for their 
schedule and still enjoying a close connection with classmates via 
online discussions. For more information regarding GCU's mission 
statement, visit gcu.edu/mission.

MISSION STATEMENT
Grand Canyon University prepares learners to become global citizens, critical thinkers, 

effective communicators and responsible leaders by providing an academically 
challenging, values-based curriculum from the context of our Christian heritage.

In medieval times, a mace was a hand-to-hand combat 
weapon. In about the year 1400 A.D., a mace evolved from a 
weapon to a ceremonial instrument used by academicians in 
rituals such as commencement and inaugurations. The oldest 
known ceremonial mace was that of the Faculty of Common 
Law on University of St. Andrews in Scotland, used in 1438.

The mace is carried at the head of the procession and placed in 
a special stand, thus signifying the formal onset of the ceremony. 

GCU’s ceremonial mace is a hand-crafted walnut staff 
combined with a specially sculpted medal seal. When the 

Grand Canyon College seal was adopted in 1950, two of its 
major components were the cactus and the cross. The 
saguaro cactus rises from its desert setting to signify the 
intellectual opportunity for Grand Canyon University students, 
counteracting the arid mental state of uneducated man. The 
cross stands prominently on the horizon as a guide for spiritual 
enlightenment. Between the outer circle representing the 
earth and inner circle representing the wheel of progress, the 
name of the university, its location and the year it was chartered 
are inscribed. 

THE UNIVERSITY MACE

Those who hold the PhD degree may choose either the color of 
their discipline or PhD blue, a royal blue.

Arts, Letters, Humanities...... white
Business.....................................drab
Education...........................light blue
Engineering.......................... orange
Fine Arts................................. brown
Math, Science,                                           .
Technology...................science gold

Nursing ................................. apricot
Public  Administration (MPA), 
Government, Justice Studies........
...................................peacock blue
Public Health .............. salmon pink
Religion ..................................scarlet

GCU, while reserving its lawful rights in light of its Christian mission, is committed to maintaining an academic environment that is free from 
unlawful discrimination. Further detail on GCU’s Non-Discrimination policies can be found at gcu.edu/titleIX ©2018 Grand Canyon University



The Office of Alumni Relations

Welcomes the Class of 2018 Alumni!

At Grand Canyon University, you’re a Lope for life. As you continue to pursue  

your purpose, you can still stay connected to our campus community.  

We invite you to join a local alumni chapter, where you can network with fellow GCU 

grads and stay connected to your Lope roots. We also host alumni events 

throughout the year and offer plenty of opportunities to get involved!

Don’t forget to share your stories and accomplishments,

from career achievements to personal milestones. 

Congratulations Class of 2018!

Stay connected:
gcu.edu/alumni

facebook.com/gcualumni

gcu.edu/linkedin

twitter.com/gcualumni 

instagram.com/gcu

#Lope4Life


