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Commencement 2019 “Find Your Purpose”

Friday, December 13, 2019
2 pm 

College of Education 

College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

College of Science, Engineering and Technology

College of Theology

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
 Recorded by GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
 Tim Griffin, EdD
 Vice President of Student Affairs
 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
 Brian Mueller, MAEd
 President, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
 Jade Simmons 
 Powerhouse Speaker and World-Class Concert Artist 
 Creator of Transformational Mainstage Experiences

STUDENT SPEAKER  
 Mary Van Vleck 
 Bachelor of Arts in Worship Arts  
 College of Theology

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2019 
 Samuel Yonan 
 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
 Hank Radda, PhD
 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION
 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES

Commencement 2019 “Find Your Purpose”

Friday, December 13, 2019
7 pm 

Colangelo College of Business

College of Fine Arts and Production 

College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

 

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC  
 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
 Recorded by GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION 
 Tim Griffin, EdD 
 Vice President of Student Affairs 
 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
 Brian Mueller, MAEd
 President, Grand Canyon University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
 Jade Simmons 
 Powerhouse Speaker and World-Class Concert Artist 
 Creator of Transformational Mainstage Experiences

STUDENT SPEAKER  
 Zane Courtney 
 Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film 
 College of Fine Arts and Production, Honors College

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE PLEDGE (pg. 40) 
 For Pre-Licensure Bachelor of Science in Nursing Candidates

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2019 
 Samuel Yonan 
 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
 Hank Radda, PhD
 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION
 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES
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commencement Keynote SpeaKer

JADE SIMMONS

Powerhouse Speaker, World-Class Concert Artist and Creator of 
Transformational Mainstage Experiences

Jade Simmons spent the first few years of her career performing as 
a classical concert pianist. Following an artistic epiphany, she 
pivoted from playing the piano to impress audiences to using the 
piano as the vehicle by which she provides inspiration, information 
and entertainment. 

Simmons built a unique career garnering diverse recognition from 
unlikely places. She’s played renowned halls including the hallowed 

ones of the White House and the U.S. Supreme Court. Her genre-bending concert adventures span 
from Rachmaninoff to rap and they attract audiences of all ages and backgrounds. 

Simmons has also received incredible recognition including a feature in Essence Magazine 
alongside former First Lady, Michelle Obama. Additionally, she was one of the only classical artists 
invited to perform at South by Southwest, where her show was labeled one of the "Best of SXSW 
2014." Simmons also starred in a Broadway-style musical, “Lilette’s Rhythm Club” and she can be 
heard portraying Nina Simone’s classical years in the Oscar-nominated documentary “What 
Happened Miss Simone?”

In her inimitable career as a concert pianist and as a media host, Simmons has remained committed 
to expanding the boundaries of classical music. She is the new host for American Public Media and 
NYC’s top-rated station WQXR, airing in 2019.

Special muSic

critical maSS

Vocal ensemble, Critical Mass, is a traveling ministry team that represents the music department, 
the College of Fine Arts and Production and Grand Canyon University. Members are selected 
through an annual audition open to all music majors. They perform a wide variety of all a cappella 
music. The ensemble performs on campus and is on the road throughout the year representing 
GCU at churches, schools, special events and other venues throughout Arizona.
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May He give you the desire of your heart and 
make all your plans succeed. 

–Psalm 20:4
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Degree CanDiDates Degree CanDiDates

10 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben   ***Summa Cum Laude   **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆University Honors   †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben   ***Summa Cum Laude   **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆University Honors   †Honors College 11

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Spencer Alden** 
Ibrahim Al-Salmi 
Ayrton Anaya 
Joseph BirchΔ 
Christy Bullock***†

Rosaura Carrillo Garcia**†

Michael Carroll* 
Analeina Castellani*** 
Steven Chavarria 
Peyton Chavez 
Estella Dames***†

Jacob Davis 
Nathalie Echeverria 
Brianna Estrada 
Samantha Fernandez 
Monique Garza***†

Lenuta Hodea 
Maegan Imboden 
Michael Ingman 
Corey Irby 
Katelyn Jensen 
Emily Keller 
Tanner Kirk*** 
Mckenzie Lorenzo 
Hannah Lyon** 
Nicholas Martinka 
Lovelyn Mekar 
Andrew Miller 
Zahro Mohamud 
Hannah Morrison***†

Mark NoahΔ 
Ron Procunier*** 
Milan RaiΔ 
Lucas Rast* 
Amaica SellsΔ 
Lydia StevensΔ 
Ashlyn VanDyken***†

Marc Villalobos 
Jimmy Wilson 
Tyler Wilson*** 
Taylor Wold*** 

Bachelor of Science in Applied 
Business Analytics

Trey Kaahanui 
Park MorrisΔ 

Bachelor of Science in Applied 
Business Information Systems

Jessica LopezΔ 
Mario Velasquez*** 

Bachelor of Science in  
Applied Management

Aliya Hennessy 
Thor Jaramillo 
Hayden Nielson 
Benjamin Xiong

Bachelor of Science in  
Business Administration

Jessica Allmond 
Samuel AllredΔ 
Ayrton Anaya 
Ewnet Asmare 
Josephine Cabrera†

Erica Cheatham 
Fabiola Corral-Rocha 
Mia Edwards*** 
Victoria EspinozaΔ 
Cessna Fernandez*†

Vincent Gil 
Dora Heredia** 
Shang Tse (Ryan) Hsin* 
Tanner Hughes 
Kayla Ibarra*** 
Kaysa Ibarra* 
Stephen Jaffke 
Daniel James 
William Kerr 
David Listovitch 
Randen Llorin 
Johnathan Lyon** 
Alexis Martinez 
Michael Mccabe 
Alysha Monroe*** 
Siangicha Moshi** 
Virginia Mosoreti 
Fernando Munguia* 
Chisom OkaforΔ†

Analy Orduno 
Dakota Orphan 
Anthony Paurillo** 
Jarrod Rieta** 
Mikayla Scott** 

Natalie SmithΔ 
Mitchell Speer 
Christina Terrazas 
Lauryn Thompson*** 
Ngoc Tran 
Ashley Troxell* 

Bachelor of Science in  
Business Analytics

Jarrod Simmons** 

Bachelor of Science in Business 
Information Systems

Jonathan Connolly 
Tyler Crofoot** 
Joseph FelixΔ 
Joselin Sandoval 

Bachelor of Science in  
Business Management

Madelyn Accomando**†

Maria Adams***†

Steven Akerson 
David Akwa 
Laura Arnold**†

Mohammad Ayyad* 
Zane Bandelier** 
Adam Bennett 
Matthew Bridgham* 
Andrew BrumfieldΔ 
Rosaura Carrillo Garcia**†

Cassidy Chase 
Isabella Chin* 
Alia Coleman 
Isabel Coleman*** 
Shaianne Coleman** 
Ruben Connolly* 
Sara Cordero***†

Travis Cowdrey*** 
Mathis Cummings 
Lauren Degroff 
Samantha Demoro** 
Kathryn Erickson 
Zach Estes* 
Madison Gadbaw**†

Emmanuel Garcia 
Javier Garcia 
Bryce Hacker 
Emily Hackman 

Jamiah Hicks 
Megan Hill 
Marie Hillman 
Jerome Jeffcoat*** 
Amelia Jimenez*** 
Jacob Johnson 
Job Johnson** 
Jariell Jones 
Olivia Jones 
Trent Jones 
Selame Kassaye*** 
Elijah Kattke**†

Gabrielle Kauer 
Jordon Keeton** 
Navannah Krebbs 
Tatum Kubes*** 
Lauren Lago 
Ronald Lamont* 
Connor Lapage 
Reginald Larbi 
Jay Lebeck** 
Shaun Lepley 
Mathilde LirzinΔ 
John Long 
Max Lundberg 
Mariah Lynch** 
Malik Makkawi 
Emanuel Maldonado* 
Kaitlyn Ann Manalo 
Milan Maxey 
Kade Mechals 
Ethan Meeks 
Celia MorelΔ 
Sterling Morgan 
Erin Nelson 
Sabrina Ngo* 
Tanner Nielsen** 
Isaiah Odell-BarajasΔ 
Angelica Palacio* 
Gerardo Parra Jr.*** 
Sean Phelan 
Thomas PleickhardtΔ 
Pedro Quintero* 
Andres Ramirez 
Luke Ranselaar 
Joshua Roberts**†

Salvador Rosalez 
Daniella Sanchez* 
Carolina Sandstrom 
Jesse Santana** 
Bethany Swift 
Brody Thompson***†

Christian Toraya Gallardo 

Trey Torrey 
Bill Tran 
Jordan Trulson 
Abigail Valenzuela 
Ashlyn VanDyken***†

Shannon Walker***†

Harrison Wartes 
William Wilson III* 
Tyler Wyckmans 
Zachary Zeien 

Bachelor of Science in 
Entrepreneurial Studies

Blake Anderson** 
George Benyamin 
Eloisa Clay TempleΔ 
Alexandra De Leon 
Tristan Edwards 
Austin Gibson 
Shelley Kurowski 
Taylor McQuillan***†

Peyton Oliver 
Malia Papineau* 
James Picinich 
Blake Porterfield*** 
Kayla Redfield*** 
Lauren Regardie** 
Kimberly RomanoΔ 
Alycia Shilts* 
Lydia Tarry*** 
Sydney Teerink 
Tanner Warnol 
Madison Warren 
Brandon Zapata 

Bachelor of Science in Finance

Antwon PopeΔ 

Bachelor of Science in  
Finance and Economics

Leo Andreolli*** 
Nathan Beardemphl*** 
Trenton Becker 
Luke Bethany*†

Mason Caldwell***†

Joseph DeMarco III***†

Alexander Deweerd* 
Casen Dunn 
Jackson Everhart†

Alexander Fair 
Anna Falcione** 
Mitchell Ferrari 
Lucero FraustoΔ 
Mason GoodellΔ 
Matthew Green*** 
Amine Hafid 
John Henderson*** 
Jeremy Holguin 
Jacob Isaac†

Jarrett Jensen 
Andrew Kane*** 
Mikinna Lammott 
Valentin Lang*** 
Yinxuan Liao 
Hector Lizaola 
Jacob Marten 
Austin MeeseΔ 
Christopher Mortvedt** 
Austin Moyer 
Anthony Peralta 
Timothy Pooley 
Andrew Portin*** 
Hunter Roberts* 
Espoir Rurwanyintare** 
Enrico Sanchez 
Jack Schneider** 
Joseph Scudiero* 
Gavin Spenks***†

Gabrielle Unruh***†

Micah Vancea* 
Zachary Vernon 
Megan Ward 
Noah Westphal 
Alesha Williams 
Jordan WrightΔ 

Bachelor of Science in  
Hospitality Management

Gabrielle Bayless** 
Sarah Bickford** 
Ashley-Ann Brigoli** 
Morgan Carter** 
Naomi De Vita*** 
Vy Do 
Gabriel Espinoza 
Tiffani Isaac*** 
Eunjin Kim***†

Angela Pingerelli* 
Fushan Zhang 
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Degree CanDiDates

12 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben   ***Summa Cum Laude   **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆University Honors   †Honors College

Bachelor of Science in Marketing

Kolbi Bentz 
Morgan Bogs*** 
Scott Brand 
Isabell Burck** 
Juliana Campillo 
Gabriela Coppola 
Jade Crowe 
Blake Donoho* 
Bailey Evans 
Tatum France 
Emily Gorecki** 
Delaney Hantula**†

Cammi Huffman* 
Alexis Johnson**†

Mekel Lemon 
Morgan Lentz***†

Filip Lundell* 
Baylee Maina 
Lucero Maya Sosa 
Ashley McAllister***†

Laura Katie Mckenna***†

Alexander Miles 
Madison Nelson***†

Jonathan Ortega 
Mark PapalaΔ 
Devon Perez-Morales 
Kasey Kawaimakale’aokalani   
 Redman 
Kate Rodriguez*†

Tanner Rude** 
Jacob Worcester 
Chelsey Wyatt 

Bachelor of Science in  
Marketing and Advertising

Juan Carlos Aguilar Valle 
Veronica Andersen** 
Kendall BarnesΔ 
Cole Harmening 
Johan Hernandez Diaz 
Candace Johnson 
Jennifer Lara 
Gabriela Perez 
Nicole Philpott* 
Jalen Rasmussen

  

Bachelor of Science in  
Sports Management

Marlon Atondo Trujillo* 
Jacob Berry 
Ashli Bond†

Gian Bortolotti 
Celina Buhr** 
Kacey Carvajal***†

Christopher Coutts* 
Brandon Davis 
Kyle Davis 
Alexander Dorsey 
Kevin Echeverria 
Nicholas Ellwein**†

Amanda Fyffe 
Logan Giles** 
Faith Gomez 
Seth Gregg***†

Keaton HarrisΔ 
Paul Hatcher**†

Chantel HigginsΔ 
David Alejandro Johnson** 
Sean Lay 
Yun-Hyuk Lee 
Kaneheilua Lindsey 
Cheyenne Lolita Sala***†

Emily McKibben**†

Genaro Miranda 
Nicholas Nehring 
Andrew Nelsen 
Rachel Nelson* 
Carl Norberg 
Malik Norris 
Adrian Olivas 
Yushi Oshita 
William Ouradnik 
Jake Rankin** 
Justin Ritterling* 
Brooke Romero 
Zachary Serna** 
Ciro Sorcinelli 
Andrew Soules***†

Jose Tapia 
Louis Thiel** 
Alan Villasenor 
Adam Vogel 
Thomas Walker 
Rasean Williams* 
Jacob Wong** 

colleGe oF education
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Degree CanDiDates

14 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben   ***Summa Cum Laude   **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆University Honors   †Honors College

Bachelor of Science in Early 
Childhood Education

Lindsay Basalyga*** 
Alexis Bontrager*** 
Danielle Cordaro 
Kasandra Davis*** 
Hailee Dummars** 
Katherine Erickson*** 
Cortney Ferrier 
Brittney Garard** 
Daisy Garcia** 
Alyna Gomez 
Olivia Hunt*** 
Georgina Martinez*** 
Anna Mitchell 
Kendall Moore*** 
Serena Eve Vince 

Bachelor of Science in  
Educational Studies

Creedence Bushert-Gonzales 
Maria Conway*** 
Stephanie Corrales 
Junior Alexander Reyes Almonte** 
Janessa Ruiz-Gaumer 
Mark Severin*** 
Emily Shafer** 
Kassidy Woodworth** 

Bachelor of Science in  
Elementary Education

Elonie Alexander 
Jessica Andreychuk*** 
Jared Arvidson** 
Clayton Braley*** 
Victoria Bull***†

Shaylene Burgess 
Zoe Burk 
M. Danielle Burns 
Hannah Bustad*** 
Monica Cervantes Contreras** 
Mandy Christiansen***†

Cody Clothier 
Marie Desch*** 
Dakoda Dickinson*** 
Kaylee Dietz 
Savannah Dobyns** 
Nicole Erickson*** 

Tayler Franklin** 
Morgan Hauner 
Leah Heneveld*** 
Chloe Hinck** 
Matyson Hooker** 
Brittany Howery*** 
Claire Kelly*** 
Johnna Landry*** 
Rachel Laske*** 
Taijah Lee 
Gabrielle Locker*** 
Charissa Mccormick*** 
Rebekah McMurphy***†

Maria J. Moreno Santos* 
Megan Murray 
Micayla Olsker***†

Bryce Patten***†

Samantha Perez*** 
Heather ReifenrathΔ 
Shelby Reyes 
Macie Roeben* 
Madison Rounsaville*** 
Nicole Schember*** 
Brianna Schoenberger 
Laura Scholten*** 
Kasey Schweiger* 
Alisha Serviss***†

Kyra Shields*** 
Christopher ShueΔ 
Bailey Silveira*** 
Savannah Slover* 
Tylor Smith Adcock*** 
Ariela Solis Plata*†

Kylie Stevens*** 
Bethany StewardΔ 
Amy Stock*** 
Jordyn Strawser***†

Hailey Stults*** 
Kelly Taylor** 
Mayuko Tsuboyama*** 
Chelsey Walters*** 
Kristin Williams**†

Taylor Worthy* 

Bachelor of Science in Elementary 
Education and Special Education

Danielle Brandt*** 
Angelica Calderon*** 
Alyson Estes*** 
Miquella Lafferty*** 
Yasmine Marquez* 
Angelica Mashburn 

Jaeana Morgan 
Kenedy Paproski*** 
Krystina Perez* 
Mia Pinkstaff*** 
Jessica Ragland*** 
Desiree Rey** 
Isabella Ruiz***†

Cassandra Schrader** 
Shayna Tamanaha 
Anne Torgerson*** 
Taylor Tuley*** 
Paige Weinstein 

Bachelor of Science in  
Secondary Education

Courtney Logan* 
Caley Medellin** 
Jorge Romero**

colleGe oF Fine artS 
and production
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Degree CanDiDates

16 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben   ***Summa Cum Laude   **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆University Honors   †Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Advertising  
and Graphic Design

Lizbeth Anaya 
Haley Baumgartner*** 
Hannah Braden 
Alexandra Gudmundsson* 
Vanessa Herrera 
Taja Prince 
Chelsea Shelton*** 
Hannah Viands* 
Kevin Warren 

Bachelor of Arts in Advertising  
and Public Relations

Kaitlyn Bellerson** 
Lauren Clemence** 
Sara Gosch* 
Madison Martin*** 
Sabrina Medrano 
Andra Peraza 

Bachelor of Arts in  
Dance Education

Cristian Barajas 
Michael Clemmer*†

Crystal Mora 
Alisza Smith 

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design

Beatriz Acevedo* 
Elizabeth Ames* 
Shelby Brown 
Courtney Burkhart 
Sebastian Corredor 
Erin Darby 
Kristi Donato 
Jennifer Duncan***†

Katherine Gmelich 
Elijah Higgins 
Eva Jauregui 
Michelle Lammers***†

Chrycia Legendre 
Emma Mastel* 
Jake Metzgar*** 
Gabriela Myers* 
Julia Rodriguez** 
Monique Saldana*** 

Ray Thomas 
Kendra Yoakum*** 

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film

Christopher Bennett* 
Dylan Burns 
Jalen Christopher* 
Jolene Coetzer*** 
Zane Courtney**†

Angela Hill*** 
Jeremy Kovacs 
Diego Lopez 
Valerie McKee 
Marissa Silva 
Alexis Smith 
Linda Varela** 

Bachelor of Arts in  
Music Education

Jason Bullock 
Kennent Sandoval* 
Blessing West***†

Bachelor of Arts in Theatre

Daria Buchanan*** 
Naomy Hernandez Celis** 
Chelsea Nicole Howard 

Bachelor of Arts in  
Theatre Education

Charlotte Perkis

colleGe oF HumanitieS

and Social ScienceS



Degree CanDiDates Degree CanDiDates

18 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben   ***Summa Cum Laude   **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆University Honors   †Honors College ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben   ***Summa Cum Laude   **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆University Honors   †Honors College 19

Bachelor of Arts  
in Communications

Kaylee Abbott* 
Katelyn Albani 
Dulce Alvarez Sanchez 
Bernice Asante** 
Emily Augsburg* 
Emily Ball*** 
Colin Barrow 
Kayla Baum 
Reagan BertenshawΔ 
Altug Caran 
Samantha Cooning 
Natalie DePauli 
Miranda CristaSol Mendez   
 Dominguez 
Katryna Eastwood*** 
Allison Green*** 
Bilkisu Grimes*** 
Alysha Halbakken***†

Hunter Haught 
Coleman HoskinsΔ 
Kelsi Hudak 
Tessa KennedyΔ 
Brietta Klein* 
Bryant Kubo 
Claudia Mahaffy 
Andrea Martinez 
Noelle Moorhead** 
Victoria Nay*** 
Johanna Perez 
Arriel Pilapil 
Aylin Puerta 
Madison Repavich**†

Wendy Rosas-Zavala 
Helen Runzo**†

Dante Smith** 
Austen Street** 
Rebecca Swyers 
Macey Trommeter 
Samantha Walker* 
Trey Washington 
Britney Williams 

Bachelor of Arts in English

Zachary Ankenbrandt 
Paula Bouza**†

Katryna Eastwood*** 
Haylee Gannaway*** 
Jennifer Gutierrez**†

Makeila Lynne Ululani Hofer* 
Kasey Johnston*** 
Hannah KapferΔ 
Caterina Lake 
Jordan Radcliff*** 
Crystal Schwartzkopf*** 
Raven Spellman 
Grace ThuenΔ 
Matthew West 
Hailey Womack** 

Bachelor of Arts in English  
for Secondary Education

Tiara Banda** 
Austin Cain 
Michelle Fierro* 
Katie Hanks***†

Kimiko Lyon** 
Stephen Parisi†

Juan De Dios Pilo Martinez*** 

Bachelor of Arts in Government

Veronica Alvarez** 
Paola Bautista*** 
Alexandrea Blackmon-Seymour 
Kenya Bonner*** 
Dakota BradfordΔ 
Matthew DeanΔ 
Madai EnriquezΔ 
Nery GarciaΔ 
Alexis Goodwin 
Jacob Grissom 
Elizabeth GronceskiΔ 
Caleb Gutierrez 
Ian Jaime* 
Jeumiel Kazadi 
Chris Maldonado 
Gabrielle Maynes** 
Brittany Norton 
Sean Riffenburg 
Amanda Rogers 
Sergio Rojas Blanco 
Jackson Simpson 
Nathaniel Tapia** 

Bachelor of Arts in History

Victoria Alaniz***†

Sarah Barry 
Caroline Flores Benitez*** 

Joseph Heimann*** 
Drake Hollenbeck* 
Lydia Kelley***†

Jillian Mitchell*** 
Kayla Rogers 
Isaac SanchezΔ 
Stacia StoneΔ 

Bachelor of Arts in History 
for Secondary Education

Sierra Hansen* 
Brent Phillips**†

Bachelor of Arts in Spanish

Johanna Perez 
Anna Karina RonquilloΔ 

Bachelor of Science in  
Behavioral Health Science

Alejandro Arreola-Torres** 
Annelise Aschfort** 
Ashley Avila* 
Emma Bryan 
Lauren Jo Chapa* 
Alondra Christopher 
Jaclyn ColemanΔ 
Kelcee Cramer** 
Marquise Echeverria*** 
Brooke Fraser 
Britini GrenkeΔ 
Jasmine Jacovo Diaz* 
Haley Keil*** 
Makayla Kellor*** 
Monique Kizzee 
Emma Korte*** 
Genesis Lopez 
Karen Lopez*** 
Loriann Olson** 
Connor Paget 
Bailey Paskevic** 
Leticia Sanchez 
Susanna Thammavongsa 
Madeleine Tomlinson** 
Lydii Wagner*** 
Jada Ward*†

Bachelor of Science in Counseling

Tania Aguirre** 
Tatum Cornille-Lullo*** 
Stephanie Cruz** 
Jessica Harmon* 
Emily Hays*** 
Caitlin Kosto*** 
Makaila Meyer*** 
Jamie Mount** 
Glisten Schmuff*** 
Jeremy ShannonΔ 

Bachelor of Science  
in Justice Studies

Jordan Ackerley***
William Arnold** 
Geu Arou 
Brett BaldizonΔ 
Tyler Cossel*** 
Princess Cruz* 
John Cuba Bess 
Matthew Cummings 
Christian Dalupan 
Guadalupe Duran**†

Jenna Figueroa** 
Christopher Fleming 
Savannah Freese** 
Arica Guzman 
Heather Hamilton** 
Richard Hernandez* 
David Huth 
Brandon Johnson 
William Juarez 
Jordyn Kesler-Kline 
Kendall KevaneΔ 
Gabrielle Mapes-Alhout*** 
Elva Guadalupe Martinez Reyes** 
Mckenna Mcnamara* 
John Nguyen** 
Luan Nguyen 
Mitchell Northern 
Emily Ornelas* 
Andrew PintoΔ 
Albert Romo* 
Victoria Sakakibara 
Maria Salcedo*** 
Shelby Sanchez***†

Myrna Sandoval 
Jonniecessia Scurlock**†

Kaylah Spence* 

Madeleine St. John 
Paetyn Swigart*** 
Jade Taylor** 
Vanesa Uriarte 
Felicia Valdez*** 
Santana Valdez* 
Frank Villanueva 
Nicholas Zerkel 

Bachelor of Science in Mathematics 
for Secondary Education

Tyler Boelter* 
Kaylie Harris* 
Raegan Seifert*** 

Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Maryan Abdi 
Caitlyn Alexander** 
Larissa Anderson** 
Rachel Apolinar 
Bailey Baha-Alchesay**†

Emma Baker 
William Barfield 
Debora Bautista** 
Keziah Beyene* 
Halle Biggins** 
Bibiana BocanegraΔ 
Jennifer Bonham*** 
Madasynne Borucki 
Samantha Bowman* 
Deja Bradley 
Clara Brady* 
Kayla Buffa** 
Olivia Bukuru 
Sydney Carni 
Kaila Cascio** 
Justin Castillo** 
Carla Ceja*** 
Marisa Cereske** 
Long Chan 
Magdalene CheeΔ 
Rebekah Churchill* 
Adrianna Corrales 
Mia Cruz 
Michael Dasher 
Katelin Davis** 
Victoria Delacruz 
Denise Diaz* 
Kristian Diaz* 
Shaye Dietrich 
Nicole Dobias** 

Tori Doyle 
Ashleigh Duggan 
Rain Duran** 
Richard Elkin** 
Newita Elya 
Jazmine Fraide 
Devin Franklin 
Christian Golden 
Savana GoldsteinΔ 
Breanna Gomez** 
Caitlin Gonzalez 
Emily GranardΔ 
Jessica Gutierrez 
Gavin Hanson 
Hailey Heldstab* 
Megan Holmberg 
Payton HorneΔ†

Alyssa Hubbard*** 
Samantha Iannarelli** 
Charles Jamison 
Wesley Johnson 
Summer Jones* 
Alexa Joseph 
David Kelton 
Megan King†

Cassidy Knutson***†

Justin Krichbaum 
Mitch Kruckenberg 
Rebecca Leibbrandt*†

Sandro Leite* 
Rebecca Lentz*** 
Margarete Leon Guerrero 
Elianna Lerma*** 
John Long 
Nathan Macadam 
Courtney Martin*** 
Andrea Martinez* 
Ashley Martinez 
Sham Mashael** 
Kentaro MatsuuraΔ 
Emma Matthys*** 
Shirley Mayanja*** 
Jacquinette McClendon 
Andrew McClure* 
Delaney Mclaughlin** 
Clarissa Messick* 
Saron Moges 
Megan Moller***†

Hunter Montel* 
Kori Moreland 
Shawna Morones* 
Morgan Novelli** 
Julianne Olloren 
Caleb O'Neill* 
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20 ◊Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben   ***Summa Cum Laude   **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆University Honors   †Honors College

Brandon Orozco***†

Jazmin Ortiz 
Jessica Parsons** 
Annelise Parten 
Jeniffer Patridge* 
Brittany Perkins 
Amber Deliyah Perryman 
Maile Polancic*** 
Ryan Pollard 
Brittany Reed*** 
Kayla Reuther** 
Victoria Reza 
Ashlee Riffenburg 
Kathryn Fay Roark 
Christian Roberson 
Ellesabeth Roebke* 
Zhaunie Rubin 
Karime Salas** 
Anahi Salazar Lopez 
Jesse Saldivar 
Megan Sanchez 
Jordyn Schneider***†

Gianna Schwarten** 
Deja Scott 
Elizabeth Shinn*** 
Katelyn Siltman***†

Kaila Sims 
Victoria Sinclair 
Amy Smith*** 
Jasmine Smith** 
Jeffrey Smith 
Lindsey Smith 
Yulissa Solis* 
Isabella Solorzano** 
Madison SutliffΔ 
Natalie Taylor** 
Allison Terrey** 
Michaela Treinen***†

Tori TrigueroΔ 
Michael Vasquez 
Yanara Vazquez 
Alyssa Velasquez 
Diamond Wallace 
Ashley Wangen* 
Tiara Williams** 
Sarahanne Woody* 
Mercedes Worsfold 

Bachelor of Science in Sociology

Lexi Alderman†

Brianda Alvarez Cota 
Holly Beachey*** 

Amy Bodine*** 
Amanda CruzΔ 
Yuneydi De león** 
Shaye Dietrich 
Karolina Dyduch*** 
Kayla English***†

Fiapele Faasili 
Jacinda Finney** 
Charles Hall 
Erin Hardy* 
Sepherina Latthium 
Laura Leon MoralesΔ 
Joey Lopez Jr.***†

Jose Machado 
Delaney McHatton*** 
Marcus Mcvea 
Lucy Men* 
Dasia Olivier 
Natalie Orr* 
Clayton Parra 
Kori Patton 
Sabrina Perez 
Ashton Rogers*** 
Analisa Salazar 
Brendan Selby* 
Trisha Shipley 
Ashely Soto 
Geoffrey Spiller 
April Tafolla Gutierrez 
Keegan Taylor 
Aubrey Woodworth*** 

colleGe oF nurSinG and 
HealtH care proFeSSionS
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Bachelor of Science in  
Health Care Administration

Brianna Aguilar-Beaucage** 
Victoria Anderson***†

Latysha Archuleta** 
Hannah Mhae Baptista 
Jova Anne Barris 
Maggie Bell 
Cody Booher 
Brittany Cascio** 
Jose Colorado-Ruelas 
Hayley Dreyer** 
Kathleen Duarte** 
Rachel Farkas* 
Brandon Flores Diaz* 
Nicholas Hauger 
Leila Hoti*** 
Julia Humphrey** 
Kendall Jackson 
Ashleigh Johnson 
Ku'ulei Kamikawa 
Divine KasindiΔ 
Ashley Lenmark 
Gabrielle LibertyΔ 
Basil LobesΔ 
Erika Longfellow 
Cassandra Lynch** 
Eric Miller 
Ariana Milligan** 
Johnmark Montoya 
Troy Morice 
Hector Nunez 
Elizabeth Olivas*** 
Jasmine Osborn 
Cecilia Parker-Venema 
Shanell Peterson* 
Arleena Pluemjit 
Megan Postma 
Katrina Quinonez 
Kelsy Resman** 
Cristal Rodriguez** 
Anahi Rosas Orzuna** 
Madison Sweeney*** 
Adriauna Toliver*** 
Esmeralda Valencia 
Lejon Younger 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Tamelyn Adakai-Daniel 

Heather Adams* 
Todd Alden* 
Denice Anderson* 
Antonela Anic* 
Shaelyn Baker***†

Esther Beatty-Kosaka** 
Jordyn Bellows* 
Maria Benzing* 
Kesseli Blackson* 
Rebekah Bovenkamp* 
Marissa Bower** 
Grayce Brayton***†

Sarah Brown* 
Angel Bucaro 
Hannah Burk 
April Xcaret Castillo** 
Grayson Champlin***†

Sarah Chhetri* 
Andrew Chill* 
Kiana Cleveland** 
Charis Coe*** 
Alyssa Cole* 
Jovanni Danan** 
Jaedyn Daniels* 
Abbey Delaet** 
Ashley Dennis* 
Tiana Denny 
Han Dinh** 
Emilee Doherty 
Madison Eckstein*** 
Dalida Elias** 
Lindsey Erickson** 
Emily Fabrizio* 
Catherine Fagnand** 
Olivia Fielding*** 
Monica Fushiki* 
Jaspyn Garriott* 
Auriel Gill*†

Kamrie Godfrey*†

Natalie Gold** 
Alexis Gonzales 
Chloe Green 
Juliet Griffin* 
Braiden Harvey**†

Caitlin Haugen* 
Kendra Hernandez** 
Julia Hinojosa* 
Naomi Hopper* 
Kelli Huynh*** 
Sydney Irwin*†

Allison Javernick* 
Mitch Jensen* 
Madison Job 

Hannah Jones* 
Sarah Kading*** 
Alyssa Kageler** 
Christian Kamberian 
Tetiana Kapotova 
Sarah Katje* 
Anureet Kaur*** 
Julia Kemper*** 
Kailey Koons 
Nicole Kretkowski†

Mariah Lamb* 
Cynthia Landeros 
Cassandra Lane* 
Randi Langdon* 
Addison Laurent* 
Alison LeCompte* 
Emma Libretti* 
Julia Livernois 
Tabitha Magee*** 
Danielle Marquez** 
Isabel Marquez**†

Madeline Marten** 
Kirsten McMillian** 
Soleil Mendez Rodriguez* 
Kaitlyn Moltz* 
Camille Morgan* 
Brynne Murphy** 
Rubi Navarro-Razo** 
Mykela Nesbit* 
Chelsea Neumann** 
Kate Newkirk* 
Melody Newkirk 
Trang Nguyen* 
Claire O'Keefe* 
Hector Ornelas 
Kelli Orr** 
Yesica Ortega Alvarez 
Brittany Palmer* 
Jaden Palmer** 
Alexandra Panacci* 
Kierstyn Parada** 
Jenna Patel** 
Rennie Payne**†

Emily Ramsland***†

Cassidy Reeves** 
Brynn Robertson** 
Dianna Robles Estrada** 
Lauren Roddy* 
Jordan Rodenkirk** 
Rosa Maria Rodriguez** 
Sarah Rodriguez* 
Lyraluthuin Roelofs 
Dianna Rosales 

Ashlie Sabillon** 
Jasmine Sandler 
Tobiah Santiago*** 
Sierra Scheid** 
Kayla Schmitz**†

Keara Schromm*** 
Alisha Schuler** 
Rhane Schultz** 
Kristen Schwindt* 
Heather Sexton 
McKenna Sherman 
Courtney Skjerve*** 
Megan Smith** 
Trista Smith** 
Avalyne Sok** 
Francisco Solis Valdez* 
Katelynn Spencer 
Megan Stevens*†

Hannah Stine* 
Allison Sullivan* 
Jessica Symmes***†

Aaron Tellez* 
Anjely Thomas* 
Cynthia Tjalas* 
Angela Tobler* 
Matthew Tom 
Tori Tovar*†

Nina Valencia* 
Jarod Valenzuela* 
Razilee Valladares* 
Natalie Van Winkle** 
Danielle Villacarlos** 
Monica Warnica** 
Amanda Wiece** 
Jessica Williams* 
Caitlyn Windmiller***†

Brooke Wipplinger**†

Kiana Woods* 
Joshua Youngdale 
Alexa Zeller 
Xiaoyi Zheng** 
Nathanael Zinici* 
Levi Zumpano*†
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Shakoda Hodge** 
Donna Hughes 
Binjanee Jackson 
Tyler Jones 
Brianna Lidle 
Marina Luna 
Mykaela Martinez 
Garrett Nelson 
Marcus Nelson*** 
Jared Peterson*** 
Jeremy Phung 
Abraham Ramirez*** 
Richard Adam Saenz 
Emily Simpson** 
Vianney Torres 
Aysia Valdez* 
Alyssa Wall* 
Maryah Williams 
Nilaja Williams*

Bachelor of Science in  
Forensic Science

Alicia Bacab Huntley 
Hunter Chase 
Tyler Cummins 
Caylyn Deane*** 
Melissa Devora 
Sarah Hostler†

Kimberly Juarez 
Olivia Kuntz 
Ayleen Monge 
Anecia Montes 
Christopher Newman 
Belinda Segura

Bachelor of Science in  
Information Technology

Luis Carrasco*** 
Ivan Chavez 
Dominic De Simone** 
Nathaniel Downs** 
Darren Duemmel*** 
Ayane Goto*** 
Obsa Huka** 
Alyssa LentnerΔ  
Estefon Marrero*** 
Robert Mena 
Austin Moeller* 
Matthew Piccolo** 
Dip RaiΔ  

Brianna Schulz* 
Ramon Sosa*** 
Tristan Taylor* 
Peter Whiting*** 
Blake Wilson***

Bachelor of Science in  
Mechanical Engineering

Mohamed Fareed 
Bianca Giorgi*** 
Omar Shaaban

Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology

Rhianna Marchand 

Bachelor of Science in Biology

Brianna Abbott†

Breelyn Afusia 
Xitlaly Alvarado Ortega 
Jasmine Amador 
Nicole Andres 
Ricardo Arroyo* 
Annabel Bahena* 
Annika Balkema*** 
David Bawi 
India Bhatia***†

Alyssa Breitrick* 
Ryan Cart 
Ashtyn Chamberland**†

Michael Clemmer*†

Daniel Conwell* 
Haleigh Cook 
Maria Duran Solis*†

Sabrina Earle 
Jacob Edwards*** 
Taleka Fisher* 
Cameryn FossellΔ  
Karissa Frech 
Madison Froesch*†

Lorenzo Fucile** 
Olivia Gabrick* 
Alex Garcia 
Jacob Garcia 
Kassandra Gilbert 
Itzel Godoy*†

Ashley Gonitzke 
Alexandra Gregor* 
Adriana Guevara 
Destiny Harris 
Kathryn Harris* 
Cassandra Hartwig 
Allison Henderson* 
Gisselle Hernandez** 
Andrew Jablonski* 
Diana Jackson 
Jaiviana James 
Nataly Jimenez 
Kolby Johnson*** 
Sarah Johnson* 
Joshua Jones 
Kayla Junior 

Zamir Kelly* 
Jessica Leo 
Megan Lewis*** 
Brianna Limongelli 
Maria Lopez Bustos 
Vanya LunaΔ  
Camila Maldonado**†

Rachel Mally 
Kiana McCrea* 
Hannah Mcculley***†

Justin McElfresh*** 
Stephanie Miller***†

Brown Mutura 
Rachel Newcomb 
Hao Nguyen 
David Nieto Cano 
Alexa Nolte***†

Cassandra Orta 
Adesuwa Osayaren†

Coby Palmares 
Cristina Palomera 
Kyle Peterson 
Nikolaus Poli 
Wyatt Quinn 
Junior Ramirez 
Heather Rauscher 
Manreet Sangha 
Jenna Schebor 
Lauren Shaw*** 
Karla Shields Morales* 
Jack Short 
Aryka Smith**†

Paige St. Ange** 
Maria Suarez 
Jodi Swett**†

Cayde TagamiΔ  
Josephine Tepfer 
Ngoc Tran 
Leilani Urteaga* 
Fernanda Vale 
Mark Van Otten 
Allison Veit*** 
Edel Villa Alvarez 
Ivan Villanueva 
Conner Votaw 
William Weaver 
Katelynn Wegrzyn** 
Jaithen Williams** 
Emma Windauer**†

Jacob Windauer**†

Nicholas Windauer**†

Briana Wong* 
David Zarate 

Chloe Zwicker***†

Bachelor of Science in Biology  
for Secondary Education

Michelle Clarke*** 
Sarah Smith** 
Amy Westre†

Bachelor of Science in Chemistry 
for Secondary Education

Elizabeth Becker**†

Bachelor of Science in  
Computer Programming

Kaleb Eberhart** 
Mark Hockensmith 
Isaiah Johnson 
Ramon Leon 
Caleb Ljunggren 
Jordan Riley 
Mick Torres*

Bachelor of Science in  
Computer Science

Ryan Fitzgerald 
Aldo Nunez** 
Shelby Sanchez***†

Rushabh Shah 
Jacob Slaton

Bachelor of Science in  
Electrical Engineering

Moses Cyabukombe 
Kadden Johnston**

Bachelor of Science in  
Exercise Science

Don Bryan Alegado 
Daniella Barth 
Angel Botello* 
Melody Casas* 
John Danese** 
Courtnee Day*** 
Deonte Edge 
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Bachelor of Arts in  
Christian Studies

Zachary Ashmun* 
Michael Bonit*** 
Jackson Coffey 
Antonia Crippen 
Carlos Daniel***†

Ciana Dunivan*** 
Talon Gaskins* 
Dani Gonzales 
Israel Gonzales**†

Katelyn Haniotes 
Michael Heinrichs 
Tyler Hurley*†

Tristan John Kenyon*** 
Tyler Marc Kratzat*** 
Morgan Leach** 
Samantha Lombardo 
Haley Marvin*** 
Sierra Pettit 
Holli Sandberg 
Daniel Stanek 
Michael Uribe* 

Bachelor of Arts in Worship Arts

Trevor Ahern*** 
Amy Estes* 
Benjamin Hoppe*** 
David Kim*** 
Perry Lawson 
Laressa Lindeen 
Bryce Morrow 
Joshua Townsend*** 
Mary Van Vleck*** 
Jackson Wood** 

LATIN HONOR DISTINCTIONS

Cum Laude,
Magna Cum Laude, 
Summa Cum Laude

Undergraduates completing 60 or more hours of
resident work at Grand Canyon University and having 
a grade-point average (GPA) of 3.4 or higher for all 
course work completed at GCU, may qualify to receive 
recognition: Cum Laude, Magna Cum Laude or 
Summa Cum Laude. Undergraduate students who 
qualified have been awarded gold “honor cords” to 
be worn during the commencement ceremony.

UNIVERSITY HONORS DISTINCTION

Undergraduate students who have earned less than 60
credits of resident work at GCU and have a GPA of 3.5
or higher for all coursework completed at GCU may
qualify to receive the recognition of University Honors. 
Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded silver “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony.

RAY-MABEN SCHOLARS

This recognition represents the highest scholarship
honor awarded by GCU. Criteria are established by the
faculty and the honor is bestowed each year at graduation.
The required criteria consists of a cumulative and GCU

GPA of at least 3.9, with no more than 12 transferable hours. 
Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded gold “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

HONORS COLLEGE 

The Honors College is home to more than 2,000
academically advanced students and promotes
challenging and enriched learning experiences. The
Honors College is designed to develop honors 
students into exemplary graduates and influential 
agents of change who will lead and serve in both the 
workplace and local and global communities. The 
interdisciplinary curriculum, unique to the college, 
holistically integrates faith, theory, practice  
and research.

Honors College graduates have successfully 
completed 20 or more credits of honors coursework, 
contributed research in the Annual Honors College 
Spring Symposium and engaged in special projects, 
community outreach and various work experiences. 
Their contributions, dedication and accomplishments 
are symbolized by the honors medallion worn during 
the commencement ceremony. The Honors College 
stands for great opportunities and even  
greater rewards.

Honor/award deScriptionS

Special tHanKS

The colleges would like to acknowledge all faculty for their dedication and expertise in enabling our 
students to excel as effective future leaders. 

We’d like to say thank you to everyone who contributed, volunteered and assisted with the commencement 
ceremonies. Your hard work and support is greatly appreciated!

An undergraduate student’s GPA on Nov. 1, 2019, determines eligibility for honor cords and recognition at the 
commencement ceremony. The honors distinction reflected at the completion of a student's degree program may 
vary based on the  grades posted to the student's record after Nov. 1, 2019.  We strive to have the most current 
GPA data on the day of the commencement ceremony to recognize honor cord distinctions.   

Transfer students may not graduate with an honor higher than that to which their GPA at GCU would qualify them. 
Second degree and Graduate students are not eligible for honors.
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Grand canyon univerSity 
academic adminiStration

Brian Mueller, MAEd
President

Hank Radda, PhD
Provost

Jennifer Lech, PhD
Executive Vice President, Academic Affairs

Joe Veres, EdD 
Vice President, Student Success

Michael Berger, EdD
Dean, College of Doctoral Studies

Randy Gibb, PhD
Dean, Colangelo College of Business

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD
Dean, College of Education

Claude Pensis, MFA
Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

Sherman Elliott, EdD
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Lisa Smith, PhD
Dean, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Mark Wooden, PhD
Dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Jason Hiles, PhD
Dean, College of Theology

Breanna Naegeli, MA
Associate Dean, Honors College

col anGelo colleGe oF buSineSS

Randy Gibb, PhD Dean
Allison Mason, DBA Associate Dean
Mark Clifford, PhD Assistant Dean/Director of Sports Business
Erin Boling, BS Academic Program Manager
Cheryl Pietkiewicz, MA Academic Program Manager  

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Donna L. DeMilia, PhD*
Ronke Oke, PhD*

David C. Perkins, DBA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Kathy Kay Archer, DBA
Kelly Damron, PhD
Chuck Jarrell, PhD*
Praveena Jayaraman, PhD
Timothy Kevin Kelley, MBA*

Enrique Lopezlira, PhD
Chris Lyons, MBA
Michael R. Potter, MBA
Rick Roth, EdD
Elissa Torres, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
Gary Robert Almy, PhD
Dave Blackledge, JD
Eduardo Borquez, MBA
Randy Bulriss, PhD
Leslie D'Anjou, PhD
Marnie Davis, MBA
Lisa Duryee, MPA
Jennifer Elfenbein, PhD
Daniel Geivett, MBA
Robert Hall, MBA
Helen Hammond, PhD
Brian Hardy, MBA
Ken Hein, MBA

Jason Hembree, EdD
Mark Jacobson, MSF*
Alan Klibanoff, MBA
Greg Lucas, MBA*
Dan Reis, MDiv
Allison Schilling, MM
Russ Schwarz, MBA
Ed Slover, DM
Andrea Van Winkle, MSF
Shaunna Marie Waltemeyer, PhD
Paul Waterman, MBA
Mindy Weinstein, MBA
Chin-Hun Yi, DM
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colleGe oF education

Kimberly LaPrade, PhD Dean 
Marjaneh Gilpatrick, EdD  Associate Dean 
Debbie Rickey, PhD  Associate Dean

PROFESSOR
Meredith Critchfield, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Rebekah Dyer, EdD
Leslie Foley, PhD
Crystal McCabe, PhD

Jim Mostofo, EdD
Kimber Underdown, MAT

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Jena Akard, MEd
Lynn Basko, EdD
Sonya Berges, MEd
Lisa Bernier, EdD
Julie Blair, MEd
Claudia Coleman, MEd
Paul Danuser, MEd
Sylvia Harkins, EdD
Jillian Hartman, MS

Brandon Juarez, EdD
Katy Long, MEd
Jeff Martin, EdD
Stephanie Nilsen, PhD
Nydia Palomino-Lee, EdD
Emily Pottinger, MEd*
Stacy Rucker, MEd
Katie Sprute, MEd*

INSTRUCTORS
Thomas Christner, MEd
Emil J. Cicogna, MS
Brian Clark, MA
Oren Cox, PhD
Sheila Damiani, MEd*
Sean Diana, MEd
Kathryn M. Flavell, MA
William Jonathan Hintze, MA
Rick Holbeck, MEd**
Biba John, MEd
Marcela Knapp, MA 
 

Katie Kosier, MEd
David Larson, MEd
Woody S. Mason, MEd
Drew McBroom, MA
Jamie Morris, MEd
Angella Mundle, MEd
Virginia Murray, MEd
Carrie O'Donnell, MEd
Katy Sell, MS
Kim Werking, MEd
Nancy L. Winship, MA

colleGe oF Fine artS and production

Claude Pensis, MFA Dean 
Juan Hernandez, DMA* Assistant Dean, Music
William Symington, MFA* Assistant Dean, Dance and Theatre

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Rachel Velarde, DMA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Brian Gerber, MFA
Mark Huggins, MM
Susannah Gail Keita, MFA*
Paul Koch, DMA
 

Christopher Murphy, MFA
Sheila Schumacher, MFA*
Lisa Tervo, MFA*
Nola Yergen, MFA

INSTRUCTORS
Jeff DelNero, MFA
Patrick Gerber, MFA

Michael John Kary, MFA
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colleGe oF HumanitieS and Social ScienceS

Sherman Elliott, EdD Dean 
Noé Vargas, DBH  Assistant Dean

PROFESSORS
William Barron, PhD
James Helfers, PhD
Timothy Larkin, PhD

Laura Terry, PhD
Maria Zafonte, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Priscilla Bamba, PhD
Thomas Dyer, MEd
Diane Goodman, PhD
Andrea Hogan, MSL
Elizabeth Larson, MEd
Julie Nelson, PhD

Stephanie Palenque-Meyer, MA
Jennifer Santos, PhD
Shannon Lee Schumann, PhD
Thomas James Skeen, PhD
John Steele, MEd
Ben VanDerLinden, MS*

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS 
Andrea Alden, PhD
Laura Chesniak-Phipps, PhD
Lori Cooper, MSPSY
Joshua Danaher, MA*
David Dean, PhD
Kristin DiCarlo, MEd

Jennifer Jones, EdD
Mary Beth Nipp, EdD*
Jonathan Olson, PhD
Brian Raftery, MA*
Becky Richey, MA

INSTRUCTORS
Christal Abron, MSPSY
Tracey Adams, EdD
Dominique Adkins, PhD
Ruben Jacob Aroz, MA
Brent Edward Bauman, MEd
Jonah Beaumont, MSM
Kevin Boyd, MA
Heather Ilene Brody, PhD
Marcie Jill Burger, MC
Afiya Burson, PhD
Megan Castles, MBA
Jennifer Chinn, MAENG
Turk Ciftcikara, MEd
Darius Cooper, PhD
Michael Coplan, MAdmin*

Charlotte Crosland, PhD
Jolene Daw, PhD
Nicole J. Denniston, MEd
Huy Dinh, MS
Thomas Dinsenbacher, PhD
Kathleen Downey, PhD*
Candace Duffy, MS
Trevor Duston, MA
Michael Dvorak, MA
Sarah L. Dwyer, MS
Marquita Elliott, MSL
Michael Feather, MDiv
Karin Fedorsha, MSL
Tennille Feldbush, MA
Rebecca Anne Foy, MA

colleGe oF HumanitieS and Social ScienceS

Vincent Frazier, MS
Ruben V. Garcia, MEd
Michelle J. Griego, PhD
Alan Guthrie, MBA
Tanisha Guy, PhD
Vallerie Hancock, MA
Kyle Hedden, MA
Henry George Hellman, PhD
Jim Henry Higuera, MAENG
Steven Hughes, MA
Samia Marie Humphrey, MEd
Corey Nicole Hunt, MS
Shanna Huslig, MBA
Justin Ivel Johnson, MSL
Tamla Johnson, MEd
Daniel Kauffmann, PhD
Lauren Kimberly Kelley, MS
Richard Ketchersid, PhD
Faith MaeLee Kindel, MA
Marcela Knapp, MATESOL
Lisa Konow, MPH
Stefan Koukoudeas, MEd*
Denise Krupp, MA
Julia Langdal, PsyD
Aprillya "Lea" Lanz, PhD
Brittany Lashua, PhD
Amanda S. Laster-Loftus, PhD
Alexandra Lawless, PhD
Kirsten Lopez, MS
Jessica Louis, MSPSY
Terri Lucas, PhD
Gregory William Malloy, MA
Robert Mamada, PhD
Kari Marks, MSPSY
Hailey Martinez, PhD
Valentino Martinez, MA
Virgil Mathes, PhD
Christopher McBride, PsyD
Melissa Milliken, EdD
Reka Nagy, PhD
John Nicholson, MA
Matthew Nolen, PhD

Dana O'Dell, MSM
Jennifer Pellish, MEd
Ben Perlin, MA
Monica Maria Perrone, MEd
Christopher Petersdinh, PhD
Mary Petty, MA
Jesse Collin Prather, MA
Evelyn Racette, MPA
Alexis Register, MSL
Kristin Richardson, MSW
Rebecca Richey, MA
LaVonne Riggs-Zeigen, MEd
Tanya Rios, PhD
Sarah Nicole Robertson, PhD
Keith C. Rogers, MPA
Nikki Ruffin, EdD
Kevin M. Salcido, MS
Beverly Santelli, MSPSY
Nicholas Schoonover, MS
Susan Small, MAT
Mark Spalding, EdD
David Spilker, MEd
Daryl "Jeff" Springer, MS
Nikki Marie Squire, PhD
Robert Staples, PhD
David Steimle, MA
Cornel Stemley, MS
Kendra Stewart, DBH
David Stuart, MEd
Lisa A. Tervo, MS
Russell Tiedt, MA
Griselle Torres-Garcia, PhD
Elizabeth Valenti, PhD*
Dorothy Vasquez-Levy, PhD
Jan Wakefield-Darvas, MAENG
Kevin Walling, JD*
Olivia Wedel, PhD
Kimbel Westerson, MFA 
Brandon Wilde, PhD
Colin Witherspoon, MSPSY*
Robert Zuckerman, MEd
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colleGe oF HumanitieS and Social ScienceS

LECTURERS
Joseph Altnether, MA
Molly Fleming, MA
Mariela Forrest, MEd

Segla Kossivi, MS
Adam Maynes, MA

colleGe oF nurSinG  
and HealtH care proFeSSionS

Lisa Smith, PhD Dean
Maria Quimba, PhD Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies
Trina Staton, MSN Associate Dean, Pre-Licensure
Tamara Wisely, DNP Assistant Dean, Graduate Studies
Zachariah Mikutowicz, MBA Executive Director of College Operations
Brandon Warner, MEd Director, Athletic Training
Vanessa Slaughter, MSN Director, Clinical Lab
Heather Ziemianski, MSN Director, Clinical & Site Operations
Sue Green, MSN Instructional Director, Pre-Licensure
Richard Pembridge, DNP ACNP Lead
Pascale Lee, MHA BHCA/BSHS Lead
Amanda Ziemendorf, DNP DNP Lead
Pamela Hess, MA Informatics Lead
Anna Veronica Perez, MPH MPH Lead
Jennifer Brodie, DNP MSN Lead
Sarah Schroyer, MSN MSN Lead
Tiffany Taylor, MSL Graduate Program Manager 
Amy Leach, MSN NCLEX Success Manager
Ryan Masterson, MBA Program Manager
Kurt McDonald, MBA Program Manager
Corazon Lawton, MEd Clinical Operations Coordinator
Brandon Boeckholt, CEP Immersive Sim Operations Coordinator
Milana Chung, MBA Program Coordinator

CLINICAL LAB COORDINATORS
Lewis Bright, BSN Morgan Wood, NRP

CLINICAL LAB FACULTY
Francine Bretz, MSN
Richard Busby, MSN
Frieda Cook, MSN

Rob McJunkins, MSN
Amy Nichols, MSN
Sharon Wadsworth, MSN

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Roberta Christophersen, MSN
Pamela Love, PhD
Michael McKenney, MS

David Mesman, DHA
Sharon Moritz, PhD
Virginia Villanueva, MSN
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colleGe oF nurSinG  
and HealtH care proFeSSionS

INSTRUCTORS
Jessica Aspell, MSN
Lorinda Baldwin, MSN
Ann Campbell, MSN
Jelyne Capulong, MSN
Kristy Collins, MSN
Gwen Craven, MSN
Leaf Edmondson, DNP
Marc Eilers, MS
Patricia Ethridge, PhD
Korena Fine, MSN
Shirley Fraser-Webster, MSN
Robert Gaunt, MSN
Deborah Green, MSN
Alexandra Hackett, MSN
Carol Haynes, MSN
Danielle Henderson, MPH
Stephanie Herrick Kays, MSN
Shelly Liu, MSN

Dietra McCroy, MSN
Nicole Meginbir, MSN
Colleen Payne, MSN
Jelena Peric Kljajic, MSHA
Theresa Rase, MSN
Dulce Ruelas, MPH
Melissa Sarhan, MSN
Kelly Schaefer, MSN
Alicia Shields, MSN
Catherine Smyser, MSN
Alina Stanca, MSN
Jamie Sutton, MSN
Verma Sweitzer, MSN
Emily Tyler, DNP
Felita Wash-White, MSN
Shawna Williams, MSN
Gwen Wodiuk, DNP
Jennifer Womeldorf, MSN

IMMERSIVE SIMULATION
Anna Conley, EMT-B
Jennifer Giles, CEP
 

Denise Matus, MSN
Lynn Sapp, MSN

Florence niGHtinGale pledGe

In full knowledge of the obligation I am undertaking, I promise to take care of the sick with all 
the skill and understanding I possess without regard to race, creed, color, politics or social status, 
sparing no effort to conserve life, to alleviate suffering and to promote health.

I will respect at all times the dignity and religious beliefs of the patients entrusted in my care, 
holding in confidence all personal information entrusted to me and refraining from any action 
which might endanger life or health.

I will endeavor to keep my professional knowledge and skill at the highest level and give loyal 
support and cooperation to all members of the health team.

College of SCienCe, engineering and TeChnology

Mark Wooden, PhD Dean
Janet Berlin-Fornari, PhD Associate Dean
Heather Monthie, PhD Associate Dean
Richard Mulski, EdD Assistant Dean
Jon Valla, PhD Assistant Dean 

PROFESSORS
Neal Adam, PhD*
Galyna Kufryk, PhD

Jeff LaBelle, PhD
Ramesh Velupillaimani, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Dennis Attawia, MBA
Isac Artzi, PhD
Melissa Beddow, PhD
Glenda Dilts, MA
Donald Ellis, MSEE
Russell Grubbs, PhD
William Hurst, PhD

Albert Kelly III, MS
William Kuehl, MS
David Kwartowitz, PhD
Sherlin Moses, PhD
Cindy Seminoff, PhD*
Mark Wireman, DC
Cassandra Wright, PhD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Berenise Charlton, PhD
Randhir Deo, PhD*
Karen Denzler, PhD
Lydia Fritz, MS
Salem Hajjar, PhD
David Jackson, MD
Charley Langley, PhD

Tom McCarthy, PhD
Klaus Mortensen, PhD
Samantha Russell, MS
Tina Salata, MS
Brian Sillanpaa, MD
Zach Zeigler, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
Luciano Albequerque, MEE
Michael Awaah, PhD 
Michael Barton, MS
Sandy Bledsoe, DVM
Michael Bodeen, MHPE
Randy Boyles, PhD
Greg Bullock, MS
Gary Cao, PhD
Ricardo Citro, PhD
Adrienne Crawford, MS
Michael De Gregorio, PhD

Anju Dubey, PhD
Dwight Farris, MS
Gail Francis, MS
Ingrid Gaviria, MS
James Gordon, MS
Darien Hall, PhD*
Jacob Hanevar, PhD
Deborah Haralson, MEd
Dina Higgins, MS
Aprill Hite, MS
Kimberly Horsley, PhD
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College of SCienCe, engineering and TeChnology

Jevon Jackson, MBA
Kyle Jones, PhD
Kathryn Kitzmiller, PhD
Ed Koeneman, MT
Eugene Kong, PhD
Scott McRea, MS
Ryan Melillo, DC
Trevor Nordin, MS
Kristin Norris, MS
David Parker, MS
Will Primack, MD
Mark Reha, MEd
Mohamad Saleh, PhD
Muhammad Shaikh, DM
Samridhi Shrestha, PhD

Shad Sluiter, MS
Ron Smith, PhD
Rebecca Socia, MS
Andrej Sodoma, PhD
Kyle Staggs, PhD
Stephanie Stang, DC*
Andrea Strock, MNS
Jemmy Sutano, PhD
Li Tan, MS
Emmy Tomoforde, MME
Daisy Velupillaimani, PhD
Tally Violette, MS
Donna Ward, DEE
Kevin Williams, PhD
John Wilson, MBA

colleGe oF tHeoloGy

Jason Hiles, PhD Dean
Anna Faith Smith, MDiv Associate Dean, Associate Professor  
Peter Anderson, PhD Assistant Dean, Assistant Professor

PROFESSORS
Sammy Alfaro, PhD Paul Raabe, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Daniel Scott Diffey, PhD Steve Sherman, PhD
 
ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Ryan Brandt, PhD
Pete Charpentier, DMin
Steven Duby, PhD
Joshua Greever, PhD
Rich Holland, PhD  
 

Luke Hoselton, PhD
Mark Kreitzer, PhD
Justin McLendon, PhD
Peter Rasor, PhD
Jonathan Kristian Sharpe, PhD 
  

INSTRUCTORS
Brett Aaron Berger, ThM*
Manny Cota, MA
Valerie DeLaTorre, DMin
Randall Downs, PhD
David Farbishel, DMin
Todd J. Forrest, MA
Debbie Fulthorp, DMin
Numa Gomez, PhD
Robert Calvin Greene, MDiv
Matthew Louis Hampton, MDiv
Jacob Eugene Hicks, PhD
Shelly Hogan, DMin
Scott Eugene Hovater, PhD*
Amanda Jenkins, PhD
Jeff Jibben, DMin

Thomas John Joseph, MA
Margaret Koontz, MDiv
Robert Ferdinand Krise, MDiv
Franklin Lamca, MDiv
Christina Larsen, PhD
Hector B. Llanes, PhD
Andrew McClurg, PhD
James R. Meadows, PhD
Andre LaMont Mooney, MDiv
Mark Olmos, DMin
Gary Osmundsen, PhD
Michele Renee Pasley, MAT
Michael Donald Richardson, DMin
Joseph Stanley, MDiv
Christian Wilder, PhD
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doctrinal Statement

WE BELIEVE the Bible, in the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be inspired, the only infallible, true and 
authoritative Word of God.

WE BELIEVE that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe 
in God the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and Earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. For us and for our salvation He came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. Being fully 
God and perfect man He performed miracles and lived a sinless life.

WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ suffered a vicarious and atoning death through the shedding of His blood. He was 
buried and on the third day was resurrected in His body; after which He ascended to be seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

WE BELIEVE that mankind was originally created in the image and likeness of God and free from sin. 
Through the temptation of Satan, they transgressed the command of God and fell from their original 
righteousness, whereby all people have inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are thus under 
condemnation. As soon as they are capable of moral action, they become actual transgressors.

WE BELIEVE that for salvation of lost and sinful people, the regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely 
essential. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to 
live a godly life. We believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God and is worshipped and glorified with the Father and 
Son. He divinely inspired the scriptures, convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, leads Christ’s 
church in truth and is the Teacher and Comforter sent by Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE that salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone; that salvation involves the redemption of the 
whole person and is offered freely to all who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. We believe in the resurrection of 
both the saved and the lost; those who are saved unto the resurrection of the living and those who are lost 
unto the resurrection of damnation.

WE BELIEVE in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ as one holy catholic and apostolic 
church, Christ’s body and bride ministering reconciliation to a lost world. As ambassadors for the Kingdom 
of God and the church, we affirm that evangelism and engagement in societal issues are both part of our 
Christian duty; both are necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and humanity, our love for our neighbor 
and our obedience to Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE the message of salvation proclaimed by Christ’s church is an indictment upon every form of 
alienation, oppression and discrimination, denouncing evil and injustice wherever it exists by lovingly ushering in 
the good news that Christ reconciled the world to Himself.

VISION STATEMENT
Grand Canyon University is the premier Christian university educating people to lead and serve.

MISSION STATEMENT
Grand Canyon University prepares learners to become global citizens, critical thinkers, effective communicators and responsible 

leaders by providing an academically challenging, values-based curriculum from the context of our Christian heritage.

In medieval times, a mace was a hand-to-hand combat 
weapon. In about the year 1400 A.D., a mace evolved from a 
weapon to a ceremonial instrument used by academicians in 
rituals such as commencement and inaugurations. The oldest 
known ceremonial mace was that of the Faculty of Common 
Law on University of St. Andrews in Scotland, used in 1438.

The mace is carried at the head of the procession and placed in 
a special stand, thus signifying the formal onset of the ceremony. 

GCU’s ceremonial mace is a hand-crafted walnut staff 
combined with a specially sculpted medal seal. When the 

Grand Canyon College seal was adopted in 1950, two of its 
major components were the cactus and the cross. The 
saguaro cactus rises from its desert setting to signify the 
intellectual opportunity for Grand Canyon University students, 
counteracting the arid mental state of uneducated man. The 
cross stands prominently on the horizon as a guide for spiritual 
enlightenment. Between the outer circle representing the 
earth and inner circle representing the wheel of progress, the 
name of the university, its location and the year it was chartered 
are inscribed. 

THE UNIVERSITY MACE

ACADEMIC REGALIA
The doctorate (from Latin, docere, to teach) was the first 

known academic degree and was granted by the University of 
Bologna in the 1100s. Originally, doctor’s and master’s degrees 
were almost synonymous, while “bachelor” referred to entering 
a course of study rather than completing a level of work.

Beginning at Harvard in 1642, American universities 
followed British traditions in both the conferring of degrees 
and the design of academic costumes or “regalia.” While some 
common practices were observed, it was not for some 200 
years that a uniform code was established.

Regalia consists of gowns and hoods. The distinguishing 
marks of the gowns indicate the level of scholastic achievement 
of the wearer. Those who hold doctorates wear gowns that 
have a facing of velvet on the bell-shaped sleeves. While neither 
the master’s nor bachelor’s gowns have trimmings, both are 
distinguished by the cut of the sleeves. The master’s gown is 
noted by its long sleeve which drapes freely to the wrist; the 
bachelor’s gown has a pointed sleeve.

Hoods, designed to display the school’s colors, as well as the 
type of degree and area of study, are worn around the neck and 
flowing down the back. The color of the lining inside the hood – 
the chevron – represents the colors of the wearer’s alma mater. 

The color and width of the velvet edging on the hood indicates 
the degree and field of study. 

Baccalaureate graduates of Grand Canyon University wear 
the black gown without the hood. The academic colleges are 
represented by the color of the tassels which hang from the 
mortarboards. Gold and silver cords indicate that the wearer is 
graduating with honors. 

Faculty and staff who march in the commencement 
ceremonies wear gowns and hoods appropriate for their 
academic achievements. While not an exhaustive list, the 
following are some of the colors that may be seen on their hoods:

Those who hold the PhD degree may choose either the color of 
their discipline or PhD blue, a royal blue.

Arts, Letters, Humanities ..... white
Business ....................................drab
Education ..........................light blue
Engineering ......................... orange
Fine Arts ................................ brown
Math, Science,                                            
Technology ..................science gold

Nursing  ................................ apricot
Public  Administration (MPA), 
Government, Justice Studies .......
...................................peacock blue
Public Health .............. salmon pink
Religion  .................................scarlet

Since 1949, Grand Canyon University has been helping 
students find their purpose and achieve their potential by 
preparing them to pursue their chosen career, advance in their 
current career or re-career into a different field. As a Christian 
university, GCU also encourages students to find their purpose 
in Christ, with an emphasis on applying Christian values and 
ethics to their studies and to the workplace. 

GCU offers online and campus-based degree programs within 
a dynamic learning environment for both traditional students as 
well as working professionals. Our classes are appropriately sized 
for each content area and offer engaging interaction with 
classmates as well as individual attention from faculty who care 
about student success.

GCU is experiencing an exciting time of campus expansion 
that includes new dorms, classrooms, student recreation 
centers, parking structures and an upgraded 7,000-seat 
arena. The Arena is home to our men’s and women’s basketball 
teams and also hosts other events such as concerts and world-
renowned Christian speakers.

As a regionally accredited university, GCU offers the most 
experienced leadership in delivering degree programs online. 
Students work in an innovative digital classroom, connect with 
full-time faculty and enjoy complete access to our vibrant Phoenix 
campus community, while studying at the times that work for their 
schedule and still enjoying a close connection with classmates via 
online discussions. For more information regarding GCU's mission 
statement, visit gcu.edu/mission.

HISTORY AND CAMPUS GROWTH
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tHe oFFice oF alumni relationS

welcomeS tHe claSS oF 2019 alumni!

At Grand Canyon University, you’re a Lope for life. As you continue to pursue  

your purpose, you can still stay connected to our campus community.  

We invite you to join a local alumni chapter, where you can network with fellow GCU 

grads and stay connected to your Lope roots. We also host alumni events 

throughout the year and offer plenty of opportunities to get involved!

Don’t forget to share your stories and accomplishments,

from career achievements to personal milestones. 

Congratulations Class of 2019!

Stay connected:
gcu.edu/alumni

facebook.com/gcualumni

gcu.edu/linkedin

twitter.com/gcualumni 

instagram.com/gcu

#Lope4Life

Alma Mater
Hail, Grand Canyon University,

Alma Mater true

Set amidst the desert’s glory,

Highest praise to you.

So to God our hopes aspiring,

This our pledge divine.

Striving, seeking, finding;

serving God and all mankind.


