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Commencement 2021 “Find Your Purpose”

Friday, December 17, 2021
2 pm 

Colangelo College of Business

College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

College of Theology

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
 Recorded by GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
 Tim Griffin, EdD
 Vice President of Student Affairs
 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
 Brian Mueller, MAEd
 President, Grand Canyon University

STUDENT SPEAKER
 College of Nursing and Health Care Professions 
 Graduate Candidate

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2021
 Darion Padilla
 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
 Hank Radda, PhD
 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION 
 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES
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Commencement 2021 “Find Your Purpose”

Friday, December 17, 2021
7 pm 

College of Education

College of Fine Arts and Production

College of Humanities and Social Sciences

College of Science, Engineering and Technology

SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC 
 GCU Critical Mass

PROCESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
 Pomp and Circumstance No. 1
 Recorded by GCU Thundering Heard Pep Band

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 GCU Critical Mass

INVOCATION
 Tim Griffin, EdD
 Vice President of Student Affairs
 Dean of Students/University Pastor

GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY VIDEO 

PRESIDENT GREETING
 Brian Mueller, MAEd
 President, Grand Canyon University

STUDENT SPEAKER
 College of Science, Engineering and Technology 
 Graduate Candidate

PRAYER FOR CLASS OF 2021
 Darion Padilla
 ASGCU Student Body President

PRESENTING/CONFERRING OF DEGREES
 Hank Radda, PhD
 Provost, Grand Canyon University

BENEDICTION 
 Tim Griffin, EdD

RECESSIONAL OF ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND GRADUATES
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Special muSic

criTical maSS

Vocal ensemble, Critical Mass, is a traveling ministry team that represents the music department, 
the College of Fine Arts and Production and Grand Canyon University. Members are selected 
through an annual audition open to all music majors. They perform a wide variety of all a cappella 
music. The ensemble performs on campus and is on the road throughout the year representing 
GCU at churches, schools, special events and other venues throughout Arizona.
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May He give you the desire of your heart 
and make all your plans succeed. 

–Psalm 20:4
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col anGelo colleGe oF buSineSS
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miSSion

The Colangelo College of Business challenges 
and inspires students to be servant leaders 

with the business skills  and values necessary 
to drive organizational success and 

positively impact society.



Degree CanDiDates

10    ◊ Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆ University Honors   †Honors College

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Olaiya Adeyemi** 
Jackson Anderson*†

Alejandra Andrade 
Andrew Bailey 
Zachary Baker 
Millissa Burke 
Richard Calder* 
Brett Charron 
Caleb Darling**†

Robert Deffner 
Karina Echeverria 
Colten EggeΔ 
Matthew Galaz 
Julian Hale 
Julia Jauregui 
Steven Jordan 
Carleigh Kray†

Kesha Leon 
Paige McClements 
Cesar Mendez Garcia 
Alexis Milby* 
Cuinn MillerΔ 
William Nicholls*** 
Grecia Nunez 
Joshua Painter 
Victor Palma 
Cynthia Randriananja** 
Omar Robledo Guerrero 
Juan Rodriguez**†

Tristyn Rowden**†

Jesus Saavedra 
Al Genesis SalaverΔ 
Joel Sanchez 
Jonathan Smith†

Jordan Stacy
Trevor Thompson Jr.
Conner Trout*** 
Jesus Vasquez 
Elizabeth Wanjiru 
Warren Whites* 
Karly Wieser 
Suzanna Yakubova 

Bachelor of Science  
in Applied Business Analytics

Riley Fernholz***†

Kyle Juist***† 

Raegan Ormonde

Bachelor of Science  
in Applied Entrepreneurship

Allen Chiu 

Bachelor of Science  
in Applied Management

Mackenzie Butler 
Kayley Estrada 
Chase Kasun 
Breanne Medrano* 
Mathew Reynoso** 
Danea Washington 
Dima Zdor** 

Bachelor of Science in Applied 
Marketing and Advertising

Jason LyΔ 
Olivia McFaddenΔ 
Mercedes Nevins 
Shamar (Jazz) Swanson 

Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration

Amy Beaverson 
Brianna Bergstrom**†

Levi Brinkley 
Riley Briscoe 
Victoria Brown** 
Chelsea Buller** 
Monica Butkiewicz 
Caleb Canfield* 
Dominic CantuΔ 
Jayson Cariaga 
Maricruz Castillo Gomez 
Payton Chamberland***†

Nicole Chavez** 
Jeremy Chiang
Sydney Christman*** 
Zach Cilella 
Mallory Dann
Benjamin Ellington**  
Hermain FaatimaΔ 
Emily Fuller 
Maribel Garcia
Frank Gawronski 
Mahlon Hauquitz†

Roni Heagy 

Hayley Hunter***†

Samantha Ibarra 
Zachery Irwin* 
Nicholas Koronko 
Grace Koube Moukoum**†

Jonathon Koulloukian 
Adela Kovacs
Baylee Lawson* 
Alan Liang 
Jaqueline Marino** 
Brennan Martin 
Bridget Matthes* 
Nathan Miller 
Robert Moreno 
Marc Navaja
Dirk Neveling†

Kirstin Nutley*** 
Jazmine OrtegaΔ 
Michael Osborne 
Nicole Parks* 
Amanda Petersen 
Jordan Prazak 
Lydia G. ReyesΔ 
Adrianna Romero*†

Stephanie Rudolfo* 
Francisco SandovalΔ 
Matthew Santiago 
Logan Schluckebier* 
Keirra Shaffer** 
Kyla SinkiewiczΔ 
Victoria TaylorΔ

Jorel Valdenegro 
Billy Watkins IIIΔ 
Madisson Webb* 
Charles Weed

Bachelor of Science  
in Business Analytics

Marco Afonso** 
Joseph Brannigan 
Parker Burman** 
Dakota Carrasco 
Brock Price 
Logan Van Dine*** 

Bachelor of Science 
 in Business Management

Zachary Aldrich 
Justin Alexander* 
Madison Allen 



Degree CanDiDates

◊ Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆ University Honors   †Honors College    11

Annaleise Anderson***
Andrew Bellew 
Perrin Belzer*** 
Regan Bervig* 
Joseph Boehm 
Anthony Bohorquez 
Isabelle Brown* 
Grayson Browning* 
Jonathon Brumfield 
Karisma Burgess*** 
Nathan Byrd†

Katelin Caldwell* 
Keith Carlton*
Alyssa Christianson** 
Elexus Conner* 
Jayne Coovert 
Alyssa Venice De Vera* 
Emma EisemanΔ†

Adam Evenson**†

Tyler Feldbush 
Alejandro Fernandez Alcaide 
Jacob Foxworthy* 
Graysen Fryer 
Taylee Goethals*** 
Cody Golash 
Alondra Gomez 
Luke Gonzales**
Broden Grantz 
Jackson Haffey 
Elena Hall** 
Kevin Hernandez 
Eleuola Higa** 
Greyson Higginbotham 
Hannah Hinderliter** 
Jessica Hodgson 
Hope Hofseth 
Matthew HoppalΔ 
Dominick Iacovino** 
Carson Janzen** 
Teigan Jokumsen 
James Jones 
Winson Jones* 
Jonathan Kerr 
Caden Kolling
David Kravec 
Nelson Lam 
Alissa Lankford** 
Joshua Lopez*†

Taylor Marasco** 
Abrianna McClelland 
Rita Mendez 
Austin Merz 
Caden Michael Ryan 

Chloee Miller 
Patrick Milton 
Allison Moen 
Todd Mortenson 
Barbara MyszaΔ 
Mercy Nelson 
Dalton Newbanks 
Katherine Nowak* 
Stephen Nwaiwu** 
Kassidy Oamil*** 
Bryan Ochoa 
Stephanie Oviedo 
Elijah Owen*** 
Rhett Parker†

Katrina Petchers* 
Joycelyn Phillips** 
Alec Ponce 
Juan QuintanaΔ 
Aurora Ramirez* 
Citlalli Ramirez-Benavides 
Leslie Annlei Ramos 
Gabriel Rankin** 
Cristian Rodriguez** 
Jose Romero III 
Jake Ross 
Lauren Ruegg* 
Andrea Paulina Ruiz ZúñigaΔ 
Denver Angelo Saquiton*** 
Nicole Semmler*** 
Jackson Smit 
Ethan StaserΔ 
Brandon Tadros
Trevor Thompson Jr.  
Joshua Thorell* 
Morgan Trotter 
Jason Troup* 
Ryan TwistΔ 
Emma Vandenberg* 
Jade Velarde
Alexiss Walls 
Cooper WelkΔ 
Tyler WenteΔ 
Gabriel Westphal 
Audrey Wheaton 
Joshua Zalamea*

Bachelor of Science in 
Entrepreneurial Studies

Cutter Anderson***† 
Asher Benjamin
Carson Foley***† 
Harmoni Freeman 

Gabriella Gobel
Nathan Graville 
Dominic GrissomΔ 
Tyler Gross 
Kari Hatch 
Jackson Hueser***†

Alexandra JudkinsΔ 
Keagan Kelly 
Jesse King* 
Andrew McCarthy 
Zach Miesuk 
Ivanna Mungaray 
Cory Olson 
Ali Oqdeh* 
Christian Peterson†

Tracy Prindiville 
Cheyenne Schofield
Ethan Skrabak 
Kayla Smith***†

Josh Veldman* 
Chris Werner
Timothy Witcher III

Bachelor of Science in Finance

Cristopher AdanΔ 
Cassidy Alexander*
Jared Corneliusen 
David Fonseca** 
Rachel Gosh** 
Samantha Harding 
Calvin Kissi
Kaitlyn Nguyen 
Sierra Pettway 
Giovanni Rivera 
Sydney Schenck 

Bachelor of Science  
in Finance and Economics

Emily Akers 
Petar Jake Antonic 
Joseph Bazezew†

Caleb Bell
Gurkaran Bhatti 
Jonathan Bradley*
Jacob Bradsky 
Eric Chavarria 
Robert CherryΔ 
Colton Clingman
Christian Cullumber*** 
Danielle Denton**
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12    ◊ Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆ University Honors   †Honors College

Taylor Dreisbach
Samuel Hall** 
Elizabeth Hume***†

Sofie Humphrey* 
Je'len Jackson 
Jordyn Jensen 
Nolan Kaptein 
Trevor King*** 
Kelsey Lawrence†

Jonathan LewisΔ 
Nicholas Masi** 
Jordan Mignani 
Baylor Phillips 
Felipe PopocaΔ 
Connor Pruss* 
Mitchell Sage* 
Alison Smith*** 
Maria SotoΔ

Samuel Stetzel***
Michelle Tellez 
Ousmane Toure 
Anthony Trindade 
Tyler White-Welchen 

Bachelor of Science  
in Hospitality Management

Eric Allen 
Quincy Chavez* 
Joseph Elizalde 
Emily Gleason 
Sydney Heidegger*
Kelsia Liburd***  
Jessica Jones** 
Kye Kenney 
Thu Le 
Rebekah Mitts*** 
Ashlyn Murphy* 
Angela Schexnider†

Jessica Valls

Bachelor of Science in Marketing

Joseph Looper

Bachelor of Science  
in Marketing and Advertising

Cesar Aguilera Navarro*** 
Makenzie Anderson*** 
Trey Arthur 
Jayda Baez** 

Carson Baldwin*** 
Emilie Barger*** 
Christian BeattyΔ 
Sophie Berger***†

Sherry Bliss***†

Bronson Bodlak 
Harris Bosma 
Brody Briscoe 
Chasen Castilliano 
Kendall CombsΔ 
Emily Cookston* 
Zachary Covert†

Olivia Croslin 
Adam Decoster 
Jennifer DeRue*** 
Jose Dominguez* 
Keely Doran 
Dani Egan
Benjamin Ellington** 
Payton Fehringer*** 
Cristian Flores Alatorre
Carson Foley***† 
Sebastian Fraczek 
Gavin Fujiwara** 
Ayden Garwood 
Hillary Glaser* 
Katherine Gracia-Soto 
Mackenzie Graves**†

Aspen Grecula***†

Nakaya Grigsby 
Raven Hayakawa†

Faith Helgesen***†

Sarah Hengst
Claire Hoffman***†

Semaj Holland*** 
Noah Holt 
Nathan Horner 
Kylan Iwamasa* 
Kylie Jackson 
Lyric Jackson***†

Steven Jimenez 
Hadyn Kersen 
Ebtisam KetanaΔ 
Taylor Kunze 
Samantha Kuzminski*** 
Alyssa Laehy 
Devon Landis 
Travor Lehman
Kelsia Liburd*** 
Jose Lorenzana 
Rileigh Maples 
Caitlyn McKay 
Lauren McNutt 

Gabrielle Mecado*** 
Erica Medina Rodriguez
Joshua Mick 
Alyssa Mills 
Fabiola Montes 
Woonil Na 
Dominique Nelms 
Anie Nguyen
Raegan Ormonde 
Jaffet Ortega 
Shane Pryor*** 
Alberto Ramirez 
Avery Ratzlaff**
 Monique Sanchez 
Connor Schmitz*†

Melanie Silva Alvarez*
Ethan Skrabak 
Jackson Speece*** 
Julia Stevens 
Andrew Sturhahn 
Elijah Taylor 
Kayla Taylor 
Zoe Taylor 
Robert Telford 
Braydon Terzo 
Shaylah Trimmings
Conner Trout***  
Jeremy Wagonmaker 
Brandon Zajicek 
Nathan Zittel* 

Bachelor of Science  
in Sports Management

Kalie Allen** 
Jessenia Ambriz 
Michael Austin 
Danielle Babb* 
Aidan Barnhouse* 
Jacob Benavidez 
John Brier* 
Justus Brown 
Nikolai Bryant 
Davis Campbell* 
Alexander Collins 
Dylan Coots** 
Alex Cordova 
Elijah Cornejo 
Mariah Cox 
Charles Csizmadia Jr. 
Samuel Decker 
Cameron Dixon* 
Tyler Galvin 



Degree CanDiDates

◊ Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆ University Honors   †Honors College    13

Baylor Gibbs*** 
Andrew Gibson 
Katie Hildenbrand** 
Charles Landis 
Alexis Linam**
Nicolas Long* 
Jonathan Maciel 
Bradley Massaro 
Gannon McPhillips 
Genaro Miranda 
Sergio Mukokomani
Brianna Nunez 
Harlee PepperΔ 
Bronson Sanich 
Jaylen Schweiger 
Maija Shaw 
Simon Siggins-Bell 
Jonathan Sims 
Sydney Smith*** 
Domonick Solis*
Samuel Stetzel***
Jordan Velasco 
Grayson Wilcox 
Tate Wyman** 

Bachelor of Science in Supply 
Chain and Logistics Management

Brooke Kramer 
Diem Le 
Tram Luong 
Alicia Sanchez Piña 
Stephanie Sween***
Quynh Vu 
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colleGe oF educaTion
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miSSion

The College of Education inspires excellence in 
pedagog y and scholarship; advances ref lective, 
innovative and collaborative teaching practices 
to maximize student learning and achievement; 

promotes servant leadership in educational 
communities; and engages a diverse and global 

community of learners with purpose and passion.



Degree CanDiDates

16    ◊ Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆ University Honors   †Honors College

Bachelor of Science  
in Early Childhood Education

Savannah Bakki*** 
Codi Bauer** 
Hailey Binns*** 
Emily Carney**
Isabel Carrera 
Kaitlyn Favaro* 
Madison HolubΔ 
Stevie Islas* 
Annabella Mcgilvray 
Mystalyn Nichols 

Bachelor of Science in  
Early Childhood Education and 
Early Childhood Special Education

Madison Barsoom**
Grace Marvin***†

Bachelor of Science  
in Educational Studies

Anissa Alvarado 
Gabriella Canavan* 
Kimberly DeVries** 
Emerson LopezΔ

Hunter Lyon* 
Amanda Sanders** 

Bachelor of Science  
in Elementary Education

Alynn Andersen* 
Keilani Backholm*** 
Mildred Barrientos 
Grace Baze** 
Caitlin Beers** 
Kailee Bernardoni** 
Tyler Billman 
Savanna Bowsier*** 
Sierra Brambila*** 
Lindsay Butier 
Alazay Casas 
Jared Cassell 
Summer Clissold*** 
Abby Coughlin*** 
Alyssa DelgadoΔ 
Tien Doan***†

Bethany Domingo*** 

Delaney Drake** 
Chloe Drummond*** 
Ellenore Duncan***†

Mallori Enard*** 
Alexandria Farhart 
Madison Fast 
Sophie Fortunato*
Samantha Foy***†

Abigael Gardner*** 
Allison Gibson* 
Angelica Guillen*** 
Camryn Haines*** 
Ashton Hamilton***†

Alyssa Hand**†

Kelsey Hardin* 
Emma Hendrikse* 
Ashley Hoffman*** 
Kylie Jeffs 
Shayla Leon** 
Savannah Lostaunau* 
Citlalli Marin Olmos†

Suzzeth Morales** 
Emma Mueller*** 
Larisa Murillo*** 
Kalen Muus*** 
Fen Purser** 
Bailey Reading** 
Johnalyn Sabado 
Abigail Schaub 
Paige Seeger*** 
Kayla Sheveland*** 
Sarah Shilling** 
Rachel Smith*** 
Aliyah Stanford* 
Rachel Toenjes*** 
Nathaniel Tran 
Taylor Van Loo***
Rebecca Wayne*** 
Kelly Whetsel***  
Nicole White***†

Aspen Williams 
Moniza Zamarripa 
Marina Zapata 

Bachelor of Science in Elementary 
Education and Special Education

Erika Andrus-Griffith*** 
Emilee Beers** 
Alyssa Christianson** 
Ashley Flipse*** 
Aliyah Hill** 
Haley Kolseth 

Jessica Krantz*** 
Maci Miedema* 
Nicole Misemer***†

Hailey Mukai*** 
Libby Ramirez Coronel*** 
Mari Rodriguez 
Alexandra Smiddy*** 
Lindsay Strawser** 
Cassandra Thomas*** 
Jacob Van Mierlo** 
Logan Wilkinson** 
Jasmine Zackery***

Bachelor of Science  
in Secondary Education

Alexis Marquez*
Marissa Porter**
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colleGe oF Fine arTS 
and producTion
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miSSion

The College of Fine Arts and Production 
endeavors to create an environment that 

challenges you to excel in class work as well  as 
in your performance opportunities.  Our faculty 
members strive to imbue you with the tools to 

create, analyze, lead and teach through the 
eventual mastery of your chosen disciplines.



Degree CanDiDates

20    ◊ Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆ University Honors   †Honors College

Bachelor of Arts in Advertising  
and Graphic Design

Mikayla Abrams 
Andrea Alcantara Chavarria
Aliah Anderson 
Cole Bateman 
Samantha Bennett 
Alberto Bordier 
Riley Chaisson
Signe Conant 
Grace Conti* 
Ethney Delgado 
Remmi Deutsch*** 
Savannah Gardner** 
Lillie Gillespie** 
Jaden Guilford*** 
Jacob Holmberg 
Georgia Hughes*†

Kade Kirkham* 
Emily Lane*** 
Cierra Lee** 
Ashlynn Lilly** 
Katrina Martin
Cooper Montgomery 
Sarah Niner** 
Matthew Nykamp 
Emily Park*** 
Damian Peterson Jr.* 
Zachariah Rager 
Madison Roach* 
Sydney Simmons-Nelson 
Tatum Skogebo**
Ashley Sorrelman* 
Carly Tan*** 
Mariko Tenkumo*** 
Victoria Whitcomb***†

Connor Wolfe*** 

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Design

Carolina Armenta Llamas 
Lauren Dagle 
Kristelle Dirks* 
Taylor Down** 
Genevieve Guevara
Curtis Hargy 
Kaylee Keepers* 
Samantha Kimes* 
Adrian Noble 
Garrett Raborg 
Michael Roundtree 

Rashad Sullivan 
Caitlin Sunada
Kelsey White** 
Abrena Williams
Taylor Wills*  
Tori Yamaoka

Bachelor of Arts in Digital Film

Kayla Yllana Lei Alonzo** 
Leah Boghigian***†

Madison Drouin**†

Alizabeth Esparza 
Matthew Fajardo* 
Michelle Fific†

Hector Gonzalez* 
Daniel Kropman 
Kaelin Norris 
Rebecca Perez 
Elliot Saldivar**†

David Sanchez 
Stephen SilvaΔ 
Emma Terhune** 
Kaitlyn Visser
Taylor Wills*  
MacGregor Young* 
Kristen Zelichowski***

Bachelor of Arts in Music

Michelle McIndoe

Bachelor of Arts  
in Music Education

Kayla Solorio** 
Leah White***†

Bachelor of Arts in Theatre

Allyson Harding** 
Jessica Le
Lindsay Martin*** 
Caitlin Stahl*** 
Samantha Updegraff 
Heather Wilson 
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colleGe oF HumaniTieS 
and Social ScienceS



23

miSSion

The College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
promotes research, creativity,  ethical formation 

and inquiry through critical,  analytic and 
interdisciplinary study. Our college’s mission 

cultivates leaders in various fields of study 
through critical thinking and applied experience, 

l inking theoretical foundations with practical 
application, which prepares you for today’s 

diverse and evolving workplace.



Degree CanDiDates

24    ◊ Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆ University Honors   †Honors College

Bachelor of Arts  
in Communications

Chloe Anglin*** 
Alina Bayrakdarian 
Spencer Brock 
Miranda Cain*** 
Abigail Carpenter* 
Jarrett Cesmat*** 
Jordona Christensen** 
Kayli ClaflinΔ 
Isabella Frank
Nile Green 
Timothy Gwatney
Abbey Haug 
Cheyenne Howard 
Halle James* 
Noah Johnson*** 
Veronica Johnson 
Rachel Keller**
Jessica Kennedy***† 
Scott Kragerud 
Kelli Kroeze* 
Yunsang Lee 
Sam Martinez
Emily MayΔ  
Cecelia Mayer*** 
Joseph Mc Bride 
Karma Mckinley 
Kailey McMullen 
Joshua Meyer 
Zachary Miller 
Katy Nebblett 
Ciley O'dell-Benson 
Angel Ontiveros* 
Sophie Owen***
Riley PendletonΔ 
Vanessa Pinto**
Rachel Primrose* 
Gabriel Rankin** 
Lucio Rodriguez** 
Jacob Smith
Jordan Sternberg 
Brooke Sutherland* 
Jacob Vasquez
Carlos Vazquez Somoza 
Alexander WoodΔ 

Bachelor of Arts in English

Seth Barker* 
Amy Belpedio

Abigail Collopy***† 
Stephanie Cortes 
Daisy Dibley* 
Aliah Elliott 
Anna Johnson†

Jessica Kennedy***†

Mellanice McFarlaneΔ 
Brynna Powell*** 
James RainsfordΔ 
Lydia Robles** 
Marley Sprenger 

Bachelor of Arts in English  
for Secondary Education

Micaela Beck***†

Abigail Collopy***†

Sarah Gove*** 
Ashley Lynn***†

Eric Moroney*** 
Jessica Morris***
Gianna Nicoletti***†

Jobe Sing 
Grace Varadin*** 
Devon Wemple***†

Audrey Williams** 

Bachelor of Arts in Government

Dylan Bricker 
Rania Dagdoni***†

Oscar Del Cid
Natalie Gonzalez 
Thaily Gonzalez***†

Justin Gray 
Shae Haney 
Emily Harry*†

Sarah Hohn 
Alayjah JohnsonΔ 
Chelsea KukulskiΔ 
Lauryn Lang 
Abigail Lieser*** 
Sadie Lucero 
Cassandra Luna** 
Gabriel Magana** 
Nicole MartinezΔ†

Trinity Martinez-Grim 
Mckenna Montanez**
David Paez 
Brian Pharies 
America Sanchez** 
Noemi Sanchez 

Maria Santana Leon***†

Samuel Sprague†

Meliah Stewart*** 
Maria Vargas Marquez***†

Basil Zervis

Bachelor of Arts in History

Emma Blair***†

Rebecca CollinsΔ 
Grace Hoggatt*** 
Jordan Pedersen***†

Timothy Petarra 
Patrick Quintero Fuentes 
Cyra-Jolan Ramos* 
Joshua Smith 

Bachelor of Arts in History  
for Secondary Education

Hosea Adriano 
Koltin Feery*** 
Kassidy Grammer***†

Zane Halaby
Melanie Hall 
Garrett Laporte 
Emily Thain 
Chloe Vandereyk** 

Bachelor of Science  
in Behavioral Health Science

Ileanna Alcaraz 
Taylor Alexander 
Alejandra Arnaud** 
Avery Beeson** 
Kelsey Bentien*** 
Hannah Bowles***†

Sophia Bruce* 
Makalah Bush 
Destinie Cleveland* 
Cady Cobb 
Tianna Daniels*†

Lovel Dela Cruz
Genesis Dorame 
Paige Douglas 
Tyler Douglas* 
Sierra Dyer** 
Taylor Eggers 
Bailey Graves 
Avery Grimm***†

Luke HollingsheadΔ 
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◊ Summa Cum Laude & Ray-Maben  ***Summa Cum Laude  **Magna Cum Laude   *Cum Laude   ∆ University Honors   †Honors College    25

Kalista Renae Jojola SniegowskiΔ 
Medhija KaramanΔ 
Praise Lew*** 
Julian Lewis** 
Paige Lissoy 
Cody Loveland*** 
Kendall Nagai***†

Stephany Olea Romero** 
Courtney Patton** 
Kaylee Penaflor*** 
Alexandria ReynosoΔ 
Leobardo Rodriguez 
Jana RoehrΔ 
Mikayla Shaver†

Katelyn Simpson 
Aubrey Smith** 
Da' Shaee Tolbert***†

Allison Topete 
Chloe Urrea 
Alyssa Valenzuela***†

Kassidy Warnol*** 
Alysa Winton***†

Lindsey Wood** 
Claire Wray** 

Bachelor of Science in Counseling

Sherrita Finch 
Luke Largusa* 
Allison Sobieski* 
Carissa Weiss* 

Bachelor of Science  
in Justice Studies

Geu Arou
Criceli Bocardo Contreras* 
Joseph Bouchard*
Jennifer Brewer 
Ryan Burness 
Kevin BynumΔ 
Nicole Casiello* 
Alejandro Cordova 
Kalei Delair
Morgan Doane***† 
Kelvin Felipe 
Rosario Ismael Felix Heras* 
Maya Fitts 
Gaspar Francisco** 
Ariana Garcia
Brett Garcia** 
Dianna Gonzalez*** 

Kaedyn Griffith** 
Savannah Gutierrez 
Brandon Hannes
Leah Hebting*** 
Lupita Ruby Hernandez*** 
Luke Jarrett*** 
Po`okela Kapua** 
Kayla King 
Katelyn Long*** 
Gustavo Martinez 
Hannah Matyja 
Maren Mihelich***†

Cassidy Milroy***†

Shania Munoz 
Alicia Negrete 
Rebecca Nelson 
Sonya Nevis** 
Taylor Olsen*** 
John Alexander Ornelas MontesΔ

Taelour Palmer***†  
Christopher Parisian** 
Luis Parra 
Lorena Portocarrero* 
Savannah Quezada 
Juliana Reyes
Luis Rojas 
Andrew Salmeron 
Steven Silva 
Matthew Simmons 
Alexandria Smith***†

Andrew SniderΔ 
Emerald Tengan** 
Idara Udoh 
Paula Umutoni 
Omar Usman
Devin Wedin*** 
Nathanael Wegrzyn** 
Ellie Wilson†

Melissa Woodruff** 
Alexis Worley 
Hannah Wright**†

Nicholas Zarvos**

Bachelor of Science 
in Mathematics 
for Secondary Education

Jocelyn Cuellar** 
Michelle Cunningham 
Sara Dickens*** 
Jackson Greene** 
Andrew Hitchcock* 
Kye Michael** 

Lauren Mize**
Vincent Pueyo*** 
Ayden Rivera** 
Duyen Vu** 

Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Nancy Andrade** 
Brianna Anthony 
Jessica Atkinson 
Fernanda Ayala Serrano* 
Amy Banuelos 
Stephanie Basilio* 
Gabriella Bazz* 
Sydney Bennett*** 
Cassandra Bergman 
Brittney Bittner 
Abuk Bol 
Denise Brodeau**
Shayla Brown 
Lakayla Cadore** 
Baylee Campbell* 
Julio CancholaΔ 
Hillarie Carpenter
Bailey Christophersen** 
Mackenzie Clift**
Isaiah Close** 
Diana Cociuba 
Asa Cook*** 
Sharon Dayaye 
Breanna Del Real 
Emily Dieter*
Morgan Doane***† 
Grace Driscoll 
Lizzette Felix Lopez 
Lisa Gagliano
Brett Garcia**  
Jizelle Garcia 
Nayeli Gonzalez*** 
Kelly Grace*** 
Chloe Graham*** 
Kathryn Graner**†

Kasey Grub
Tarrannum HandaΔ 
Anthony Haren
Leah Hebting*** 
Candace Henderson*** 
Lauren Holtzman 
Connor Hood 
Rhiannon Horn†

Christa Horton 
Madison Hotmer***
Adrienne Huff 
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Brianna Igna** 
Chayla Irvin 
Emily Jackson†

Glory Jezek*†

Mark Joy*** 
Jonathan Knecht
Megan Krajewski
David Kravec 
Elizabeth Lacy** 
Avery Legenza***†

Allyson Leon*** 
Karolina Leon 
Brianna Leslie
Ashlynne Lewis 
Noah Longshore 
Emma Losch***†

Allison Lynch***†

Jacob Maddox 
Karla Manjarrez Tovar** 
Laura May** 
LaMia McClain 
Diavian Mccullum 
Daniel Mead** 
Elizabeth Meador** 
Karis Mele* 
Paige Mellgren*** 
Tyler Millar*** 
Jasa Misenas* 
Skylar Monahan* 
Tanner Mull 
Jadzhia Navarrette** 
Myndi Ness 
Maile Nguyen**†

Alexis Olivas 
Natalie Olmedo** 
Austyn Osowski
Taelour Palmer***†

Siripatsorn Patchana 
Sydney Phillips 
Savannah Pierce 
Matthew Poulos 
Zechariah Prince 
MA Cassandra Ragonton 
Kailly ReardonΔ 
Naomi Rolf***†

Ryley Ruane 
Brittany Ruvalcaba** 
Esmeralda Sanchez 
Jamar Sanders*** 
Jacob Schroeder**†

Erica Silva-Frutos 
Garrett Smith 
Sophia Stewart* 

Blythe Strattard 
Nejla Subasic 
Abigale Thomson*** 
Wyatt Tippit 
Alexia Valle*** 
Iris Anahi Vega Gomez***
Samantha Vega Rodriguez
Consuelo Velazquez 
Trinity Vessells***†

Iona Waight* 
Jacob Wash*
Devin Wedin*** 
Jana Weiss*** 
Collin WestfallΔ 
Amberlee Weston** 
Lacie Whitmer 
Cheyanne Williams*** 
Chloe Witmondt 
Hannah WoodfordΔ 
Markevious Woods 

Bachelor of Science in Sociology

Crystal Badillo 
Haley Bostard*** 
Nicole Brady** 
Aspen Bratton* 
Elva Burgara 
Ariana Calderon 
Olivia Carlson*** 
Hannah Cochran*** 
Jennifer Contreras** 
Joselin Guadalupe Cruz   
 Sandoval*** 
Tiana Cypriano**
Isabella Dasilva-Vivancos***† 
Baleria Escobedo 
Ashley Ferguson* 
Melody Gonzalez 
Baleria Gutierrez 
Emilie Hockman** 
Makayla Hutchison* 
Daylan Kiss* 
Justin LeClair* 
Sydney McFadden* 
Airiam Melendrez 
Kate Mikesell 
Haylee Miller 
Sophia Peterson*** 
Kaitlyn Pressley 
Carolina Isabel Rosas Razo*** 
Brianna Ruch 
Kennedi Shorts 

Jordan StoneΔ 
Sierra Strong***†

Yatzary Torres** 
Bria Welch 
Mason Wubben*
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miSSion

The mission of the College of Nursing and Health 
Care Professions is to develop professionals using 
systems- and evidence-based practice to promote 

health, wellness,  safety and quality care for 
individual patients and populations supported by 
an academically rigorous liberal arts education 

ref lecting Christian values.
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Bachelor of Science  
in Health Care Administration

Sadie Arenas** 
Hervin Barajas 
Brittany Basquin*** 
Nicholas BeachΔ 
Kya Bellamy* 
Shahiba Bhattarai***
Shayla Brown 
Brandon Ellington 
Destiney Gamboa 
Katelynn Godinez 
Erika Gonzvar* 
Amir Gruhonjic 
Chloe Harvey*** 
Taylor Heddle***
Elizabeth Ruth Hernandez 
 Camacho** 
Hannah Hertzler* 
Erica Holloman**†

Yin HongsarmonΔ 
Alize' Horne***†

Pricila Odet Hultquist* 
Kendra James 
Gage Johnson*
Ageesh Joseph* 
Cheney King-Courtney* 
Kayla Kowalski
Megan Krajewski 
Hailey Lyon* 
Taylor MacFall* 
Cristina Maldonado* 
Ashley Mares** 
Kayla Mcafee*** 
Camryn Mcallister** 
Yesenia Mendez-Julian 
Trinity Provchy 
Alejandra Rodriguez 
Anastasie Sakina 
Israel Salgado* 
Anastasia Smith 
Kristen Smith* 
Molly Swanson** 
Madison Thompson
Alyssa Valadez†

Jacqueline Vasquez 
Jasmin Zepeda** 
 
 
  

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Giavanna Abbadessa* 
Madeline Adams*** 
Sheena Ann Agdon** 
Savannah Alegre* 
Yesenia Alvarez*** 
Hayley Ampudia** 
Jasmine Archuleta** 
Alanah Arteaga*** 
Karina Audon*†

Hannah Barcarse*** 
Carlie Bateman*** 
Stephen Bell** 
M'Lynne Biddle* 
Dallaney Bishop** 
Lindsey Bledsoe*** 
Diana Borbon** 
Chelsea Bragdon* 
Hannah Braten** 
Lisa Brennan* 
Alexa Brolsma** 
Andrea Broyles** 
Alondra Bugarin** 
Arvin Reggie Cagampan** 
Megan Carey** 
Martha Marian Carrasco** 
Maria Carreon*** 
Kassidi Carroll*** 
Aaron Castaneto* 
Victoria Cathcart*** 
Chih Chao Chang* 
Theeruth Charoensuk* 
Iness Chougui** 
Katie Christian* 
Seylah Cislo***
Isaiah Close** 
Devyn Collins*** 
Stacy Cooper* 
Lesley Coria** 
Amber Crayton**†

Emily Deiters*** 
Rachel Deschryver*†

Emily Devins*** 
Lauren Deyoung* 
Bryn Divine** 
Lauren Dolby** 
Gina D'Onofrio** 
Jeremy Donovan* 
Makenzie Duenkel** 
Lauren Edmondson 
Valeria Erives*** 

Abigail Faber*** 
Lauren Fabrick*** 
Emily Feldman** 
Angela Ficarotta*** 
Mackenzie Ficarotta*** 
Shawndi Forquer*** 
Hope Freeman** 
Mia Freund 
Carleigh Garcia***†

Jessica Garcia** 
Michelle Gardnier***†

Keona Gibbs* 
Abigail Gillenwater***†

Amanda Ginsberg** 
Alexis Gonzalez*** 
Nicole Gonzalez* 
Tanya Gonzalez*** 
Alejandra Gonzalez Cruz**†

Marlie Graham*** 
Emily Graumann*†

Melanie Greeley* 
Ericka Greene** 
Bridgette Guerra* 
Elizabeth Guillen Torres** 
Tori Gunn** 
Logan Haas 
Samantha Hadley*** 
Harley Hagen** 
Madelyn Halaburda* 
Megan Hann*** 
Morgan Hansen** 
Olivia Haslinger* 
Kathryn Hatcher** 
Samantha Herder** 
Sharen Hermis** 
Aurora Heuermann** 
Maia Hicks**†

Justin Hopkins**
Jordyn Jackson*** 
Nshimirimana Jannete** 
Kirsten Jimenez* 
Georgia Peach Johnsen*†

Kayla Jones 
Lauren Jungbluth** 
Sadie Kahn* 
Kimberly Kelly** 
Cameron Kennedy*** 
Bree Klaus** 
Audrey Kogler** 
Adrienne Kunkel* 
Natalie Lafitaga* 
Aidan Larson†

Isabel Lazaro Suarez*** 
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Madison Lee* 
Sydney Liebsack** 
Bailey Lifgren***†

Maegan Lindsley** 
Jenna Livernois** 
Jessica Loeffler 
McKenna Lohide*** 
Isiah Jonas Mabansag 
Megan MalloryΔ 
Macie Mann** 
Taylor Mantle***†

Ashley Marchello** 
Justin Kyle Mariano** 
Jensen Markley*** 
Andres Martinez 
Marliyn Martinez 
Alexis Matsumura* 
Kiana Mattson** 
Lindsey May** 
Makenzi McBride***†

Kristen McCann** 
Mattie McMinn*** 
Ashley Meadows* 
Ellise Michael
Kiersten Milburn†

Jenna Miller** 
Megan Miller* 
Guermicah Misselin**†

Kennedi Mitchell*** 
Ariana Monroy** 
Evelyn Morse** 
Kaitlyn Murphy*** 
Lauren Murray** 
Paige Needham* 
Emily Neel** 
Chloe Newby* 
Avery Nicholas** 
Medina Noori 
Mikayla Norris* 
Jessica Norzagaray 
Kylie Nulty 
Eva Ortega*** 
Marnie Osborne* 
Hailey Oxford* 
Sarah Painter*** 
Leilani Pedro** 
Taylor Pickford***†

Aid Pilav* 
Jesus Pimentel** 
Jelani Poole** 
Hayley Powell*** 
Makenzie Powers**†

Kenneth Pratt** 

Olivia Pribble**†

Anna Priebe** 
Elyssa Protacio* 
Emileigh Ramirez** 
Diana Ramsey** 
Mariah Ransom* 
Ashia Reagan** 
Samantha Richards* 
Lacey Rigali** 
Alexis Roberson** 
Taylor Roe** 
Isabella Rohleder** 
Alexis Romero**†

Ethan Santa Cruz** 
Allannah Scarbro***†

Casey Schaeffer*** 
Kylee Schahn** 
Melinda Schmidt** 
Erin Schrick***†

Teague Schroeder**†

Cameron Schrotberger***†

Danielle Schultz* 
Kaitlin Sparks* 
Mia St. Myers*** 
Jade Steckler* 
Emma Steffen*** 
Lacey Sternad** 
Jadyn Stumpf***†

Alexis Swagler* 
Alexa Terry** 
Jannet Trujillo-Reyes*** 
Breeana Tucker* 
Desiree Turner 
Sarah Turner***†

Elizabeth Tuten** 
Allison Umbenhower** 
Teah Van Bergen** 
Alyssa Vaughn** 
Melissa Vazquez* 
Adalyn Vicente** 
Alexis Malia Pizarro Vicente** 
Vanessa Viggers** 
Andres Vigil**†

Flor Villarreal 
Dana Vind*** 
Brianna Wakefield* 
Skylar Warnock*** 
Alexis White** 
Nicole Wiles** 
Emma Williams*** 
Hayley Wilson* 
Quanesha Wright** 
 

Nicole Yoder*** 
Kaitlyn Zaballos**
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miSSion

In the most rapidly developing and competitive 
fields of STEM, the College of Science, 
Engineering and Technolog y creates a 

challenging and engaging, inquiry-based learning 
environment. Through robust collaboration and 

partnership with industries that require a  
STEM-prepared workforce, our faculty 

concentrate exclusively on student success  
within a deeply nurturing Christian setting.
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Bachelor of Science  
in Biochemistry  
and Molecular Biology

Ramon Bernal 
Noel Hawkins 
Paige Johnson* 
Kany Keita 
Abigail Mutsahuni 
Rodrigue Sagbo** 
Maksudakhon Samadova 

Bachelor of Science  
in Biological Sciences

Megan LawsonΔ 

Bachelor of Science in Biology

Katarina Aguayo 
Megan Anderson**†

Josseline Andrade Carrillo** 
Nisset Arizona De Munro 
Seline Ashby* 
Alexander Ayala 
Liliana Barajas Bejar 
Abigail Barton**
Daisy Bautista Ariza 
Erin Bell 
Nicole Bergquist 
Zachery Berrios**†

Makenna Cantillo** 
Ivan Cervantes
Kyla Chavez***†

Melissa Christoferson†

Kamaile Conant*** 
Haleigh Cook 
Haley Daricek* 
Trent Davis
Eliana DeMattia* 
Ayesiah Deveaux*†

Catherine Dorcinvil*†

Luz Duran*†

Katelyn Esbenshade**†

Esther Facio
Michele Figa*** 
Alondra Garcia 
Marin George
Bryant Gray* 
Marissa Gutierrez†

Destiny Harris 

Salvador Hernandez Jaime*†

Katryna Holguin** 
Haley Hudson 
Nicholas Huff 
Connor Ivanoff** 
Cora Jones**
Amber Kumar***†

Bonita Kuy***†

Kevin Le* 
Nicole Lee*†

Lindsey LeVander 
Christopher Linares 
Rachel Livengood*
Rachel Luca* 
Kelsy Lum***†

Andrea Macias 
Inez Medina 
Dominique Mena 
Caroline Miller*†

Kayelynn Montague** 
Samantha Neuzil 
Annessa Nino 
Patricia Ochieng 
Janae Onda*** 
Robert Orlosky* 
Jade Orrantia†

Teresita Penunuri Moreno 
Melissa Pop†

Isabella Quezada**†

Connor Reed**†

Sayanne Reed 
Olivia Renik** 
Tienne Roose 
Antonio Ross-Jones 
Diana Salgado*†

Morgan Sandidge** 
Timothy Schene 
Julia Schumacher*** 
Reymi Shelton 
Kailee Sims 
Yarithza Soto Acosta 
Taylee Stevens**†

Dyllan Taylor***†

Tommie Thompson 
Venla Varis** 
Anna Vazquez* 
Grace Washington 
Tara Wasser 
 
 
 
 

Bachelor of Science in Biology  
for Secondary Education

Marisol Ariza Fuentes**†

Benjamin Kuykendall 

Bachelor of Science  
in Biomedical Engineering

Alexander Cortez 
Shelby Milligan†

Bachelor of Science  
in Computer Programming

Cyrus Duncan*** 
Jacob Hushaw* 
Almicke Perc Navarro***†

Jordan Nicols-Pyle 
Carson Perry 
Raymond Popsie*** 
Jason Stine*** 
Noah Vandervelden*** 

Bachelor of Science  
in Computer Science

Chi Cao 
Kyle Kirkpatrick 
Joseph Samyn*** 
Dinh Tran 

Bachelor of Science  
in Cybersecurity

Hunter Barnard 
RandyRay Caseres** 
Jacob Duzan 
Theodore Kruger 
Elijah Nicely-Martin** 
John Osborn** 
Mandela Philip Thomas 

Bachelor of Science  
in Electrical Engineering

Nicholas Garcia 
Cody Goodson***
Darrien Huey 
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Bachelor of Science  
in Environmental Science

Rayna Saldan*

Bachelor of Science  
in Exercise Science

Kyli Alvarez*** 
Nick Andersen 
Fernando Angulo 
Kailey Batterham 
Chance Brown 
Carlos Carrillo
Jazzmin Cibel** 
Joshua Collier†

Kendra Dominguez 
Collette Duran 
Daylon Fields 
Maria Gudino 
Omar Guevara 
Giovanni Guzman* 
Ethan Harris 
Jessie Hernandez* 
Ronald Hulett 
Maycee Jones 
Stephanie Nuccio* 
Noe Nunez 
Shannon Porter 
Yasmin Powell-Santiago 
Mark Shafer* 
Natalie Johanne Sorensen
Savannah Stocker 
Brent Watanabe 
Reed WhippleΔ 

Bachelor of Science  
in Forensic Science

Alexis Aguilar 
Jocelyne Blanco 
Erica Chacon 
Austin Close* 
Leah DeWitt 
Juan Garcia 
Aileen Hernandez 
Carrie Kantrud 
Mikaela Mcgee†

Adrienna Ojeda 
Alondra Santamaria Elisalde 
Cameron Singh 

Temprist Smith†

Nicole Tattershall***† 

JazzMyn Thomas

Bachelor of Science  
in Information Technology

Jaylon Alexander 
Alexander Bucci 
Robert Cave* 
Matthew Craig*** 
Trevor Daway-Hixon 
Ian Dobson** 
Joshua Fernandes 
Anthony Hively 
Quoc Bao Thinh Huynh*** 
Ajienne Lambey* 
Dominic Lanzante** 
Keith Martinez 
Mark Stephen Mislang 
Antonio Morales Jr.*** 
Tyson Moultrie 
Andrea Orellana 
Ruben Otero 
Zaccheus Perry*** 
Tien Pham
Sanimir Piric 
Kenneth Schreiber 
Jhansen Tomas** 
Edwin Vallee***†

Robert Villanueva 
Casey Williams 
Michael Anthony Wilson Jr. 
Amjed Zahrah 

Bachelor of Science  
in Mechanical Engineering

Jesus Alvarado 
Carson Gardner
Rachel Green 
Azael Lopez-Chairez 
Adriana Palomino* 
Kamui Peeples
Mario Ramirez Diaz 

Bachelor of Science  
in Nutritional Sciences

Noelle Johnson* 
Donald Kneifel*
Rachel Luca*  

Jackson Riedeman* 
Paige Widmer** 
Juliana Zucconi*

Bachelor of Science  
in Physical Education

Sophia Gliatto***

Bachelor of Science  
in Software Development

Henry Harvey*** 
Lincoln MunagoΔ
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miSSion

The College of Theolog y exists to educate 
students to communicate the gospel effectively, 

serve the church faithfully and minister with 
integrity at home and abroad.
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Bachelor of Arts  
in Christian Studies

Marlena Bachtell
Austin Bratton 
Troy Clark Jr.*** 
Devereux Cockrell 
Nicole Fortune
Nicholas Hensley** 
Cameron Isaacs* 
John Kalkman*** 
Bryce Kullby
Victoria Kutz 
Emily Landa*** 
Myles Lynn** 
Vanessa Morin 
Alexis Newberg 
Ryan Peach** 
Kendall Poulos**
Rachel Primrose* 
Silas Ridgway*** 
Sierra Schattenberg* 
Alexis Sports 
Bridgette Stone 
Cole Sullivan** 
Adam Villarreal** 
Kobi Wantulok 
Rhiannon Wardwell*†

Alec Williams***

Bachelor of Arts in Worship Arts

Carolina Aguilar* 
Umesh Das
Eleanor DePastino 
Corban Figueroa** 
Ciera Lyne McCain 
Johnathon Ruff 
Heghine Saribekyan 
Nathaniel Self*** 



 39



40 

Honor/award deScripTionS

LATIN HONOR DISTINCTIONS

Cum Laude
Magna Cum Laude 
Summa Cum Laude

Undergraduates completing 60 or more hours of
resident work at Grand Canyon University and having 
a grade-point average (GPA) of 3.4 or higher for all 
coursework completed at GCU, may qualify to receive 
the following recognition: cum laude, magna cum 
laude or summa cum laude. Undergraduate students 
who qualified have been awarded gold “honor cords” 
to be worn during the commencement ceremony.

UNIVERSITY HONORS DISTINCTION

Undergraduate students who have earned less than 60
credits of resident work at GCU and have a GPA of 3.5
or higher for all coursework completed at GCU may
qualify to receive the recognition of University Honors. 
Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded silver “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony.

RAY-MABEN SCHOLARS

This recognition represents the highest scholarship
honor awarded by GCU to undergraduate students. 
Criteria are established by the faculty and the honor is 
bestowed each year at graduation.

The required criteria consists of a cumulative and GCU
GPA of at least 3.9, with no more than 12 transferable hours. 
Undergraduate students who qualified have been 
awarded gold “honor cords” to be worn during the 
commencement ceremony. 

HONORS COLLEGE 

The Honors College is home to more than 2,400*
academically advanced students and promotes
challenging and enriched learning experiences. It is 
designed to develop honors students into exemplary 
graduates and influential agents of change who will 
lead and serve in both the workplace and local and 
global communities. The interdisciplinary curriculum, 
unique to the college, holistically integrates faith, 
theory, practice and research.

Honors College graduates have successfully 
completed 20 or more credits of honors coursework, 
contributed research in the Annual Honors College 
Spring Symposium and engaged in special projects, 
community outreach and various work experiences. 
Their contributions, dedication and accomplishments 
are symbolized by the honors medallion worn during 
the commencement ceremony. The Honors College 
stands for great opportunities and even  
greater rewards.

Special THankS

The colleges would like to acknowledge all faculty for their dedication and expertise in enabling our 
students to excel as effective future leaders. 

We’d like to say thank you to everyone who contributed, volunteered and assisted with the commencement 
ceremonies. Your hard work and support is greatly appreciated!

An undergraduate student’s GPA on Nov. 1, 2021, determines eligibility for honor cords and recognition at the 
commencement ceremony. The honors distinction reflected at the completion of a student's degree program may 
vary based on the grades posted to the student's record after Nov. 1, 2021.  We strive to have the most current 
GPA data on the day of the commencement ceremony to recognize honor cord distinctions.   

Transfer students may not graduate with an honor higher than that to which their GPA at GCU would qualify them. 
Second degree and graduate students are not eligible for honors.

*Fall 2020
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Grand canyon univerSiTy 
academic adminiSTraTion

Brian Mueller, MAEd
President

Hank Radda, PhD
Provost

Jennifer Lech, PhD
Executive Vice President, Academic Affairs

Joe Veres, EdD 
Vice President, Student Success

Gregory Rogers, PhD 
Vice President, Institutional Research and Effectiveness

Randy Gibb, PhD
Dean, Colangelo College of Business

Meredith Critchfield, PhD
Dean, College of Education

Craig Detweiler, PhD
Dean, College of Fine Arts and Production

Sherman Elliott, EdD
Dean, College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Lisa Smith, PhD
Dean, College of Nursing and Health Care Professions

Mark Wooden, PhD
Dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Jason Hiles, PhD
Dean, College of Theology

Breanna Naegeli, PhD
Associate Dean, Honors College
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Randy Gibb, PhD Dean
Allison Mason, DBA Associate Dean
Mark Clifford, PhD Assistant Dean/Director of Sports Business
Erin Boling, MA Academic Program Manager  

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Kathy Kay Archer, DBA
Donna L. DeMilia, PhD*
 

Ronke Oke, PhD*
David C. Perkins, DBA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Kelly Damron, PhD
Chuck Jarrell, PhD*
Praveena Jayaraman, PhD

Timothy Kevin Kelley, MBA*
Michael R. Potter, MBA
Shaunna Marie Waltemeyer, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
Gary Robert Almy, PhD
Neda Barrie, MA
Dave Blackledge, JD
Eduardo Borquez, MBA
Randy Bulriss, PhD
Joy Clady, PhD
Connie Clary, MBA
Leslie D'Anjou, PhD
Marnie Davis, EdD
Athena DoBell-Garcia, MBA
Lisa Duryee, MPA
Jennifer Elfenbein, PhD*
Robert Hall, MBA
Brian Hardy, MBA
Ken Hein, MBA

Jason Hembree, EdD
Mark Jacobson, MSF*
Alan Klibanoff, MBA
Tracey Lauterborn, MBA
Greg Lucas, MBA*
Merri Pedersen, EdD
Allison Schilling, MM
Russ Schwarz, MBA
Ed Slover, DM
Tony Specker, MBA
Alexander Theisen, PhD
Andrea Van Winkle, MSF
Paul Waterman, MBA
Mindy Weinstein, PhD
Chin-Hun Yi, DM
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colleGe oF educaTion

Meredith Critchfield, PhD Dean 
Marjaneh Gilpatrick, EdD Associate Dean
Emily Pottinger, PhD Assistant Dean

PROFESSOR
Rebekah Dyer, EdD
Crystal McCabe, PhD

Jim Mostofo, EdD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Lynn Basko, EdD
Leslie Foley, PhD
Brandon Juarez, EdD

Jeff Martin, EdD
Kimber Underdown, MAT

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Jena Akard, MEd
Lisa Bernier, EdD
Julie Blair, MEd
Claudia Coleman, MEd
Paul Danuser, PhD
Emily Farkas, MAT
Lindy Gaudiano, MEd
Sylvia Harkins, EdD
Jillian Hartman, MS

Nathan Hollis II, MEd
Katy Long, MEd
Chesa Mendez, MS
Stephanie Nilsen, PhD
Nydia Palomino, EdD
Katy Sell, MS
Katie Sprute, MEd*
Stacy Vaught, MEd

INSTRUCTORS
Thomas Christner, EdD
Emil J. Cicogna, MS
Brian Clark, MA
Oren Cox, PhD
Sheila Damiani, MEd*
Sean Diana, MEd
Amanda Errington, MEd
William Jonathan Hintze, MA
Rick Holbeck, MEd**
Biba John, MEd
Marcela Knapp, MA
Katie Kosier, MEd

Alicia Kozimor, EdD*
David Larson, MEd
Woody S. Mason, MEd
Drew McBroom, MA
Jamie Morris, MEd
Angella Mundle, EdS
Virginia Murray, MEd
Carrie O'Donnell, PhD
David Stuart, MEd
Kim Werking, MEd
Nancy L. Winship, MA

**Executive Director 
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colleGe oF Fine arTS and producTion

Craig Detweiler, PhD Dean 
Juan Hernandez, DMA* Assistant Dean, Music
William Symington, MFA* Assistant Dean, Dance and Theatre

PROFESSORS
Claude Pensis, MFA Rachel Velarde, DMA

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Paul Koch, DMA

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Brian Gerber, MFA
Mark Huggins, DMA
Alison King, MA
Christopher Murphy, MFA
 

Rebecca Price, MFA*
Sheila Schumacher, MFA*
Lisa Tervo, MFA*
Rebecca Price, MFA

INSTRUCTORS
Mark Fearey, MFA
Patrick Gerber, MFA
Michael John Kary, MFA

Paige Lock, MS
Jared Trask, MBA
Sophia Zaft, MMC
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colleGe oF HumaniTieS and Social ScienceS

Sherman Elliott, EdD Dean 
Heidi Boldway, PhD Assistant Dean

PROFESSORS
William Barron, PhD
Diane Goodman, PhD
James Helfers, PhD

Timothy Larkin, PhD
Laura Terry, PhD
Maria Zafonte, PhD*

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Priscilla Bamba, PhD
Laura Chesniak-Phipps, PhD
Lori Cooper, MSPSY
Thomas Dyer, MEd
Andrea Hogan, MSL
Elizabeth Larson, MEd
Julie Nelson, PhD

Jonathan Olson, PhD
Stephanie Palenque-Meyer, MA
Jennifer Santos, PhD
Shannon Lee Schumann, PhD
Thomas James Skeen, PhD
John Steele, MEd
Ben VanDerLinden, MS*

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS 
Andrea Alden, PhD
Joshua Danaher, MA*
David Dean, PhD
Kristin DiCarlo, MEd
Kimberly Grigg, PhD
Jennifer Jones, EdD
Daniel Kaufmann, PhD
Christy Land, PhD

Melissa Milliken, EdD
Mary Beth Nipp, EdD*
Brian Raftery, MA
Becky Richey, MA
Nikki Marie Squire, PhD
Kendra Stewart, DBH
Lisa A. Tervo, MS
Elizabeth Valenti, PhD

INSTRUCTORS
Christal Abron, MSPSY
Tracey Adams, EdD
Dominique Adkins, PhD
Ashley Anne, PhD
Ruben Jacob Aroz, MA
Julius Austin, PhD
Janet Barnes, PhD
Brent Edward Bauman, MEd
Jonah Beaumont, MSM
William Bird, PhD
Kevin Boyd, MA
Kathy Britton, MC

Heather Ilene Brody, EdD
Dara Brown, PhD
Marcie Jill Burger, MC
Afiya Burson, PhD
Megan Castles, PhD
Therese Chaveaux, PhD
Jennifer Chinn, MAENG
Turk Ciftcikara, MEd
Darius Cooper, PhD
Michael Coplan, MAdmin*
Misty Davis, PhD
Nicole J. Denniston, PhD
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colleGe oF HumaniTieS and Social ScienceS

Startasha Dillard, EdD
Huy Dinh, MS
Thomas Dinsenbacher, PhD
Kathleen Downey, PhD*
Candace Duffy, MS
Joann Dunlap, PhD
Trevor Duston, MA
Michael Dvorak, MA
Sarah L. Dwyer, MS
Marquita Elliott, MSL
Jeremy Enzor, PhD
Kristin Erskine, PhD
Michael Feather, Mdiv
Karin Fedorsha, MSL
Tennille Feldbush, MA
Rebecca Anne Foy, MA
Vincent Frazier, MS
Ruben V. Garcia, MEd
Glen Gardner, MBA
Wangui Gathua, PhD
Trish Giral, MEd
Michelle J. Griego, PhD
Kimberly Grigg, PhD
Makisha Gunty, MSW
Alan Guthrie, MBA
Katelynn Gutteridge, MS
Tanisha Guy, PhD
Fred Hall, EdD
Vallerie Hancock, PhD
Tamara Harris, PhD
Liesl Hecht, PhD
Kyle Hedden, MA
Henry George Hellman, PhD
Jim Henry Higuera, MAENG
Carlton Huff, PhD
Steven Hughes, MS
Samia Marie Humphrey, MEd
Corey Nicole Hunt, MS
Shanna Huslig, MBA
Anna Johnson, PhD
Justin Ivel Johnson, MSL

Tamla Johnson, MEd
Daniel Kaufmann, PhD
Lauren Kimberly Kelley, MS
Richard Ketchersid, PhD
Faith MaeLee Kindel, MA
Marcela Knapp, MATESOL
Lisa Konow, MPH
Stefan Koukoudeas, MEd*
Denise Krupp, MA
Elizabeth Krzewski, EdD
Julia Langdal, PsyD*
Aprillya "Lea" Lanz, PhD
Laurie Larsen, PhD
Amanda S. Laster-Loftus, PhD
Joan Lawrence, PhD
Elena Lira, MA
Kirsten Lopez, MS
Jessica Louis, MSPSY
Gregory William Malloy, MA
Robert Mamada, PhD
Kari Marks, MSPSY
Hailey Martinez, PhD
Brittany Massengale, PhD
Virgil Mathes, PhD
Christopher McBride, PsyD
Martin McDonell, PhD
Jiyoung Moon, PhD
Robert Moore, EdD
Catherine Mueller-Bell, PhD
Reka Nagy, PhD
John Nicholson, MA
Matthew Nolen, PhD
Julie Orme, PhD
Jennifer Pellish, MEd
Ben Perlin, MA
Monica Maria Perrone, MEd
Christopher Petersdinh, PhD
Mary Petty, MA
Charlotte Phillips, PhD
Jesse Collin Prather, MA
Evelyn Racette, MPA
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colleGe oF HumaniTieS and Social ScienceS

Tania Radda, MFA
Alexis Register, MSL
Maegan Renee, PhD
Kristin Richardson, MSW
Melanie Richburg, PhD
LaVonne Riggs-Zeigen, PhD
Tanya Rios, PhD
Jolene Rivchin, PhD
Sarah Nicole Robertson, PhD
Keith C. Rogers, MPA
Kevin M. Salcido, MS
Beverly Santelli, MSPSY
Nicholas Schoonover, MS
Darla Slagh, PhD
Susan Small, MAT
D'Netra Smith, PhD
Mark Spalding, EdD
David Spilker, MA
Daryl "Jeff" Springer, MS

Robert Staples, PhD
David Steimle, MA
Cornel Stemley, MS
David Stuart, MEd
Warren Terry, MSW
Dana Thomas, MSM
Russell Tiedt, MA
Griselle Torres-Garcia, PhD
Audra Tousaint, PhD
Dorothy Vasquez-Levy, PhD
Jan Wakefield-Darvas, MAENG
Kevin Walling, JD*
Kimbel Westerson, MFA
Adrienne White, PhD
Brandon Wilde, PhD
Colin Witherspoon, MSPSY*
Jennifer Young, PhD
Robert Zuckerman, MEd

LECTURERS
Joseph Altnether, MA
Anne Marie Bach-Sterling, MEd
Molly Fleming, MA

Mariela Forrest, MEd
Segla Kossivi, MS
Andrew Lazok, MS
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colleGe oF nurSinG  
and HealTH care proFeSSionS

Lisa Smith, PhD Dean
Maria Delph, PhD Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies
Trina Staton, MSN Associate Dean, Pre-Licensure
Tamara Wisely, DNP Associate Dean, Graduate & Doctoral Studies
Heather Ziemianski, MSN Assistant Dean, Pre-Licensure
Zachariah Mikutowicz, MBA Executive Director of College Operations
Brandon Warner, MEd Director, Athletic Training
Vanessa Slaughter, MSN Director, Clinical Lab
Sue Green, MSN Instructional Director, Pre-Licensure
Amy Leach, MSN NCLEX Success Director
Richard Pembridge, EdD ACNP Lead
Pascale Lee, MHA BSHA/BSHS Lead
Katherine Fetter, DNP DNP Lead
Heather Healy, DNP FNP Lead
Pamela Hess, DBA Informatics Lead
Anna Veronica Perez, MPH MPH Lead
Jennifer Brodie, DNP MSN Lead
Sarah Schroyer, DNP MSN Lead
Alicia Shields, MSN RN-BSN Lead
Melissa Sarhan, MSN 3P Lead
Tiffany Taylor, MSL Graduate Program Manager
Milana Chung, MBA Program Manager
Ryan Masterson, MBA Program Manager
Kurt McDonald, MBA Program Manager
Dietra McCroy, MSN Clinical Operations Manager
Brandon Boeckholt, CEP Immersive Sim Operations Coordinator

CLINICAL LAB COORDINATORS
Lewis Bright, BSN Morgan Wood, NRP

CLINICAL LAB FACULTY
Richard Busby, MSN
Frieda Cook, MSN
Rob McJunkins, MSN
Amy Nichols, MSN

Angela Rodenkirk, MSN
Tanya Rono, MSN
Sharon Wadsworth, MSN

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Roberta Christophersen, MSN
Yuliya Malishkin, DNP

Sandi McDermott, DNP
Amber Gentry, DNP
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colleGe oF nurSinG  
and HealTH care proFeSSionS

Michael McKenney, MS
David Mesman, DHA
Sharon Moritz, PhD

LeAnne Prenovost, DNP
Dulce Ruelas, DrPH
Virginia Villanueva, MSN

INSTRUCTORS
Samira Ali, DNP
Margie Amity, MSN
Kristy Andrade, MSN
Sheila Arnberger, MSN
Jessica Aspell, MSN
Lorinda Baldwin, MSN
Nichole Brown, MSN
Ann Campbell, MSN
Jelyne Capulong, MSN
Vincent Chapman, MSN
Susan Chory, EDD
Marissa Clark, MSN
Leaf Edmondson, DNP
Marc Eilers, MS
Patricia Ethridge, PhD
Korena Fine, MSN
Shirley Fraser-Webster, MSN
Jasmine Gayongala, MSN
Deborah Green, MSN
Jennifer Grindler, MSN
Jovan Harris, PhD
Carol Haynes, MSN
Danielle Henderson, MPH

Carolyn Howard, MSN
Rachel Jensen, MSN
Penny Lee, MSN
Leslie Leggett, MSN
Shelly Liu, MSN
Jackie Mbeng, MSN
Nicole Meginbir, MSN
Karean Newsome, MSN
Colleen Payne, MSN
Jelena Peric Kljajic, MSHA
Jerry Perkins, MHA
Jennifer Risden, MSN
Kelly Schaefer, MSN
Shay Schroetter, DNP
Catherine Smyser, MSN
Alina Stanca, MSN
Jamie Sutton, MSN
Emily Tyler, DNP
Felita Wash-White, MSN
Shawna Williams, MSN
Gwen Wodiuk, DNP
Jennifer Womeldorf, MSN

IMMERSIVE SIMULATION
Anna Conley, EMT-B
Danny Conley, EMT-B
Annjeanette Dooley, DNP
Laura Enright, MSN
Garrett Fietz, EMT-B
Jennifer Gonzalez, CEP
Leslie Lafferty, MSN
Denise Matus, MSN

Stacy Overton, MSN
Cynthia Post, MSN
James Potenzini 
Lourdes Carolyne Pothast, MSN
Ron Ricks, CEP
Vaunae Santos, BHS
Lynn Sapp, DNP
Chad Zimmer, EMT-B
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College of SCienCe, engineering and TeChnology

Mark Wooden, PhD Dean
Janet Berlin-Fornari, PhD Associate Dean
Pam Rowland, DSc Associate Dean
Jon Valla, PhD Associate Dean
Brandy Harris, EdD Assistant Dean
Richard Mulski, EdD Assistant Dean
Bina Vanmali, PhD Assistant Dean

PROFESSORS
Neal Adam, PhD*
Galyna Kufryk, PhD
David Kwartowitz, PhD

Jeff LaBelle, PhD
Ramesh Velupillaimani, PhD
Mark Wireman, DC

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Dennis Attawia, MBA
Isac Artzi, PhD
Michael Awaah, PhD
Melissa Beddow, PhD
Karen Denzler, PhD
Glenda Dilts, MA
Donald Ellis, MSEE
Russell Grubbs, PhD
Albert Kelly III, MS

William Kuehl, MS
Byung Lee, PhD
Amr Metwally, PhD
Sherlin Moses, PhD
Cindy Seminoff, PhD*
Nasser Tadayon, PhD
Daisy Velupillaimani, PhD
Cassandra Wright, PhD
Zach Zeigler, PhD

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
Berenise Charlton, PhD
Randhir Deo, PhD*
Lydia Fritz, MS
David Jackson, MD
Kathryn Kitzmiller, PhD
Charley Langley, PhD

Tom McCarthy, PhD
Klaus Mortensen, PhD
Mark Reha, MEd
Samantha Russell, MS
Tina Salata, MS
Brian Sillanpaa, MD

INSTRUCTORS
Luciano Albequerque, MEE
Courtney Baker, MHS
Michael Barton, MS
Sandy Bledsoe, DVM
Michael Bodeen, MHPE
Randy Boyles, PhD
Greg Bullock, MS

Gary Cao, PhD
Ricardo Citro, PhD
Richard Connors, PhD
Adrienne Crawford, MS
Michael De Gregorio, PhD
Anju Dubey, PhD
Dwight Farris, MS
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College of SCienCe, engineering and TeChnology

Gail Francis, MS
Ingrid Gaviria, MS
James Gordon, MS
Darien Hall, PhD*
Jacob Hanevar, PhD
Deborah Haralson, MEd
Dina Higgins, MS
Aprill Hite, MS
Bill Hughes, MBA
Jevon Jackson, MBA
Kyle Jones, PhD
Khester Kendrick, MS
Eugene Kong, PhD
Ryan Melillo, DC
Bin Mu, PhD
Trevor Nordin, MS
Kristin Norris, MS
David Parker, MS
Jennifer Peterson, MS
Craig Price, PhD
Will Primack, MD
Mohamad Saleh, PhD

Michael Sarlo, MS
Samridhi Shrestha, PhD
Shad Sluiter, MS
Ron Smith, PhD
Rebecca Socia, MS
Andrej Sodoma, PhD
James Sparks, MBA
Kyle Staggs, PhD
Stephanie Stang, DC*
Andrea Strock, MNS
Sri Subramanium, PhD
Li Tan, MS
Emmy Tomoforde, MME
Leah Webb, MS
Kevin Williams, PhD
Andrew Wise, MS
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colleGe oF THeoloGy

Jason Hiles, PhD Dean
Peter Anderson, PhD Assistant Dean, Assistant Professor

PROFESSORS
Sammy Alfaro, PhD
Daniel Scott Diffey, PhD

Paul Raabe, PhD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS
Ryan Brandt, PhD
Pete Charpentier, DMin
Mark Kreitzer, PhD
Christina Larsen, PhD

Justin McLendon, PhD
Steve Sherman, PhD
Anna Faith Smith, MDiv

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
David Farbishel, DMin
Rich Holland, PhD
Luke Hoselton, PhD
 

Amanda Jenkins, PhD
Peter Rasor, PhD
Jonathan Kristian Sharpe, PhD 
 

INSTRUCTORS
Brett Aaron Berger, ThM
Manny Cota, MA
Valerie DeLaTorre, DMin
Randall Downs, PhD
Todd J. Forrest, MA
Debbie Fulthorp, DMin
Michael Gleghorn, PhD
Numa Gomez, PhD
Robert Calvin Greene, DMin
Matthew Louis Hampton, MDiv
Jacob Eugene Hicks, PhD
Shelly Hogan, DMin
Scott Eugene Hovater, PhD*
Jeff Jibben, DMin
Thomas John Joseph, MA
Brian Koning, PhD

Robert Ferdinand Krise, EdD
Kimberley Kroll, PhD
Franklin Lamca, MDiv
Hector B. Llanes, PhD
Andrew McClurg, PhD
James R. Meadows, PhD
Andre LaMont Mooney, MDiv
Armen Oganessian, PhD
Mark Olmos, DMin
Gary Osmundsen, PhD
Michele Renee Pasley, MAT
Dwayne Pedroza, DMin
Robin Thompson, PhD
Michael Donald Richardson, DMin
Joseph Stanley, MDiv
Christian Wilder, PhD
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docTrinal STaTemenT

WE BELIEVE the Bible, in the Old and New Testament Scriptures to be inspired, the only infallible, true and 
authoritative Word of God.

WE BELIEVE that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe 
in God the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and Earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

WE BELIEVE in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. For us and for our salvation He came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. Being fully 
God and perfect man He performed miracles and lived a sinless life.

WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ suffered a vicarious and atoning death through the shedding of His blood. He was 
buried and on the third day was resurrected in His body; after which He ascended to be seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

WE BELIEVE that mankind was originally created in the image and likeness of God and free from sin. 
Through the temptation of Satan, they transgressed the command of God and fell from their original 
righteousness, whereby all people have inherited a sinful nature that is opposed to God, and are thus under 
condemnation. As soon as they are capable of moral action, they become actual transgressors.

WE BELIEVE that for salvation of lost and sinful people, the regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely 
essential. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to 
live a godly life. We believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God and is worshipped and glorified with the Father and 
Son. He divinely inspired the scriptures, convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, leads Christ’s 
church in truth and is the Teacher and Comforter sent by Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE that salvation comes through Jesus Christ alone; that salvation involves the redemption of the 
whole person and is offered freely to all who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. We believe in the resurrection of 
both the saved and the lost; those who are saved unto the resurrection of the living and those who are lost 
unto the resurrection of damnation.

WE BELIEVE in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ as one holy catholic and apostolic 
church, Christ’s body and bride ministering reconciliation to a lost world. As ambassadors for the Kingdom 
of God and the church, we affirm that evangelism and engagement in societal issues are both part of our 
Christian duty; both are necessary expressions of our doctrines of God and humanity, our love for our neighbor 
and our obedience to Jesus Christ.

WE BELIEVE the message of salvation proclaimed by Christ’s church is an indictment upon every form of 
alienation, oppression and discrimination, denouncing evil and injustice wherever it exists by lovingly ushering in 
the good news that Christ reconciled the world to Himself.
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VISION STATEMENT
Grand Canyon University is the premier Christian university educating people to lead and serve.

MISSION STATEMENT
Grand Canyon University prepares learners to become global citizens, critical thinkers, effective communicators and responsible 

leaders by providing an academically challenging, values-based curriculum from the context of our Christian heritage.

In medieval times, a mace was a hand-to-hand combat 
weapon. In about the year 1400 A.D., a mace evolved from a 
weapon to a ceremonial instrument used by academicians in 
rituals such as commencement and inaugurations. The oldest 
known ceremonial mace was that of the Faculty of Common 
Law on University of St. Andrews in Scotland, used in 1438.

The mace is carried at the head of the procession and placed in 
a special stand, thus signifying the formal onset of the ceremony. 

GCU’s ceremonial mace is a hand-crafted walnut staff 
combined with a specially sculpted medal seal. When the 

Grand Canyon College seal was adopted in 1950, two of its 
major components were the cactus and the cross. The 
saguaro cactus rises from its desert setting to signify the 
intellectual opportunity for Grand Canyon University students, 
counteracting the arid mental state of uneducated man. The 
cross stands prominently on the horizon as a guide for spiritual 
enlightenment. Between the outer circle representing the 
earth and inner circle representing the wheel of progress, the 
name of the university, its location and the year it was chartered 
are inscribed. 

THE UNIVERSITY MACE

ACADEMIC REGALIA
The doctorate (from Latin, docere, to teach) was the first 

known academic degree and was granted by the University of 
Bologna in the 1100s. Originally, doctor’s and master’s degrees 
were almost synonymous, while “bachelor” referred to entering 
a course of study rather than completing a level of work.

Beginning at Harvard in 1642, American universities 
followed British traditions in both the conferring of degrees 
and the design of academic costumes or “regalia.” While some 
common practices were observed, it was not for some 200 
years that a uniform code was established.

Regalia consists of gowns and hoods. The distinguishing 
marks of the gowns indicate the level of scholastic achievement 
of the wearer. Those who hold doctorates wear gowns that 
have a facing of velvet on the bell-shaped sleeves. While neither 
the master’s nor bachelor’s gowns have trimmings, both are 
distinguished by the cut of the sleeves. The master’s gown is 
noted by its long sleeve which drapes freely to the wrist; the 
bachelor’s gown has a pointed sleeve.

Hoods, designed to display the school’s colors, as well as the 
type of degree and area of study, are worn around the neck and 
flowing down the back. The color of the lining inside the hood – 
the chevron – represents the colors of the wearer’s alma mater. 

The color and width of the velvet edging on the hood indicates 
the degree and field of study. 

Baccalaureate graduates of Grand Canyon University wear 
the black gown without the hood. The academic colleges are 
represented by the color of the tassels which hang from the 
mortarboards.

While not an exhaustive list, the following are some of the 
colors that may be seen:
Arts, Letters, Humanities ...................................................................... white
Business .....................................................................................................drab
Education ...........................................................................................light blue
Engineering .......................................................................................... orange
Fine Arts ................................................................................................. brown
Math, Science, Technology ...................................................... science gold
Nursing  ................................................................................................. apricot
Public  Administration (MPA), 
Government, Justice Studies .............................................peacock blue
Public Health ............................................................................... salmon pink
Religion  ..................................................................................................scarlet

Those who hold the PhD degree may choose either the color of 
their discipline or PhD blue, a royal blue.

Since 1949, Grand Canyon University has been helping 
students find their purpose and achieve their potential by 
preparing them to pursue their chosen career, advance in their 
current career or re-career into a different field. As a Christian 
university, GCU also encourages students to find their purpose 
in Christ, with an emphasis on applying Christian values and 
ethics to their studies and to the workplace. 

GCU offers online and campus-based degree programs within 
a dynamic learning environment for both traditional students as 
well as working professionals. Our classes are appropriately sized 
for each content area and offer engaging interaction with 

classmates as well as individual attention from faculty who care 
about student success.

As a regionally accredited university, GCU offers the most 
experienced leadership in delivering degree programs online. 
Students work in an innovative digital classroom, connect with 
full-time faculty and enjoy complete access to our vibrant Phoenix 
campus community, while studying at the times that work for their 
schedule and still enjoying a close connection with classmates via 
online discussions. For more information regarding GCU's mission 
statement, visit gcu.edu/mission.

HISTORY
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THe oFFice oF alumni relaTionS

welcomeS THe claSS oF 2021 alumni!

Congratulations on your tremendous accomplishment! Our Alumni Relations team 

could not be more proud of you and all that you have achieved. As a graduate, you have 

lifetime access to a variety of benefits offered through our programming that connects 

you with over 200,000 alumni all over the world. We look forward to celebrating 

your success and serving you for years to come. Welcome to the alumni family!

Don’t forget to share your stories and accomplishments,

from career achievements to personal milestones. 

Congratulations Class of 2021!

STay connecTed:
alumni.gcu.edu

facebook.com/gcualumni
gcu.edu/linkedin

twitter.com/gcualumni 
instagram.com/gcualum

#Lope4Life

Please note, not all GCU programs are available in all states and in all learning modalities. Program availability is contingent on student enrollment. Grand Canyon University 
is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (hlcommission.org), an institutional accreditation agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. Important policy 
information is available in the University Policy Handbook at https://www.gcu.edu/academics/academic-policies.php. The information printed in this material is accurate as 
of NOVEMBER 2021. For the most up-to-date information about admission requirements, tuition, scholarships and more, visit the University Policy Handbook on gcu.edu. 
Grand Canyon University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (hlcommission.org), an institutional accreditation agency recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education. ©2021 Grand Canyon University 21EVT0107

http://alumni.gcu.edu
http://facebook.com/gcualumni
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/790227/
http://twitter.com/gcualumni
http://instagram.com/gcualum
https://www.gcu.edu/academics/academic-policies.php
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Alma Mater
Hail, Grand Canyon University,

Alma Mater true

Set amidst the desert’s glory,

Highest praise to you.

So to God our hopes aspiring,

This our pledge divine.

Striving, seeking, finding;

serving God and all mankind.


